
 
 
 

 

121 Second Street  Oriskany, NY 13424-9799 
(315) 736-3394 or (315) 337-2531  FAX: (315) 736-2580 

CORNELL 
COOPERATIVE 
EXTENSION OF 
ONEIDA COUNTY 

Helping You Put Knowledge to Work 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities.  NYS College of Agriculture and Life Sciences,  NYS College of Human Ecology, and 
NYS College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell University, Cooperative Extension associations, county governing bodies, and U.S. Department of Agriculture, cooperating. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What about it?  
The bachelor button is a slender, narrow-leaved annual also known as "Ragged Sailor" or "Cornflower". 
In France it is known as the "French Pink". The flowers are small and compact and blue is by far the fa-
vored color, although there are pink, white, and purple varieties.  
 
What is it used for?  
Bachelor buttons are most often found in the garden. Their bright blue flowers are unmatched by any 
others. This color is great to combine with other bright tones in a flower garden, particularly the bright 
orange nasturtiums. They are a hardy plant and it takes a significant frost to end their season. They are 
also quite popular as a cut flower because they last long after cutting.  
 
Where does it grow? How do we grow it?  
Bachelor buttons are successful self-seeders. Make a place for them in the flower garden and they will re-
turn each year.  
 
What are its primary problems?  
Rust will cause a reddish discoloration in the leaves. Yellows and root rot can also become a problem. 
 
How do we propagate it?  
Start indoors from seed in the early spring. Transplant when the plants are 3-4 inches tall. Seeds can be 
sown on the open ground in late April.  
 

Bachelor 
Button  
Centaurea cyanus  
(sen-tarr-ee-ah sy-
an-us) 



                                                             
Information for this fact sheet was obtained from the NY State Horticulture Study Guide for youth at 
www.hort.cornell.edu/4hplants/flowers.html 
 

How to Detect and Prevent Rust in Plants 
By eHow Home & Garden Editor  
 
Step 1: 
Look for rust on the undersides of foliage. It's orange in color and has a velvet appearance.  
 
Step 2: 
Remove any infected leaves immediately and discard.  
 
Step 3: 
Rake up and destroy all fallen leaves and debris. Do not compost.  
 
Step 4: 
Avoid overhead irrigation. Rust spores are carried back up to the plant by splashing water. Apply water at the 
base of the plant to avoid splash back.  
 
Step 5: 
Protect plants from high humidity and heavy rainfall. Place susceptible plants under overhangs or eaves to pre-
vent wetting the foliage.  
 
Step 6: 
Water in the early morning hours so the plant has a chance to dry during the day.  
 
Step 7: 
Clean tools used to prune infected plants with a 1-to-1 bleach/water solution to prevent spread of disease to other 
plants. 
 
http://www.ehow.com/how_3036_detect-prevent-rust.html 
 
This publication may contain pesticide recommendations. Changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly, 
some materials mentioned may no longer be available, and some uses may no longer be legal. All pesticides dis-
tributed, sold, and/or applied in New York State must be registered with the New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC). Questions concerning the legality and/or registration status for pesticide use in 
New York State should be directed to the appropriate Cornell Cooperative Extension Specialist or your regional 
DEC office. READ THE LABEL BEFORE APPLYING ANY PESTICIDE.  
 
Updated 2008 


