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 Cornell Cooperative Extension  
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  

Schoharie & Otsego Counties 

4-H Youth Development Staff 

31 Maple Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 

(Outreach office) 

Phone: 607-433-2521 Fax: 607-436-9682 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. -  Wednesday and Friday 

123 Lake Street, Cooperstown, NY 13326 

(Education Center/mailing address) 

Phone: 607-547-2536 Fax: 607-547-5180 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday through Friday 

E-mail: otsego@cornell.edu  Website: http://cceschoharie-otsego.org 

4-H Youth Development Mission Statement 
 

T he mission of Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H Youth Development is 

to build youth adult partnerships to  enable youth to become fully 

engaged in their learning process.  New York State 4-H is a leader in enabling 

youth to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and abilities to become 

productive citizens and is a catalyst for positive change to meet the needs of a 

diverse and changing society. 

Through 4-H Youth Development, youth will: 
¶  Practice effective problem-solving and decision-making skills 

¶  Possess positive work attitudes and skills 

¶  Value diversity 

¶  Accept community and social responsibility 

¶ Contribute to positive relationships with families, peers and community 

¶  Demonstrate communication and leadership skills 

¶  Value lifelong learning 

Cornell Cooperative Extension values 

¶  4-H Youth development as the focus of all youth development activities 

¶ Partnerships for supporting, conducting and extending the program 

¶ Volunteerism as a cornerstone of the program 

¶ Diversity and the strengths it brings to Cornell Cooperative Extension   

   programs 

Patti Zellmer 

4-H Program Leader 

607- 547-2536 ext. 225 

psz2@cornell.edu 

 

Melinda McTaggart 

4-H Resource Educator 

518-234-4303 ext. 122 

mmm459@cornell.edu 

 

Teresa Adell 

4-H Association Subject Educator 

518-234-4303 ext. 118 

tla47@cornell.edu 

C ooperstown Office Update   -    Robin Henson, is on family leave to care for her ailing parents in GA.   

Robinôs absence will affect the everyday operations of the 4-H program.  Please be patient with Madelyn and I, OR 

come in and help us!  We WELCOME volunteer assistance.  Send all 4-H emails to psz2@cornell.edu AND Madelyn 

msanchez@cornell.edu.   

4-H County Fair Manager ï Martin Hall 
Do youé  LOVE seeing the 4-H exhibits in Martin Hall?  

BELIEVE the six best days of summer are at the Otsego County Fair?  READ ON!!! 
 

The Otsego County 4-H Program will be hiring 4-H County Fair Manager for Martin Hall for the 

2017 fair season.  This challenging and REWARDING position requires a person that enjoys 

working with 4-H exhibitors, parents and volunteers, is well organized, AND can have fun!   
 

A few highlights from the full positon description: 

Purpose of Position: The 4-H County Fair Manager assists 4-H Youth Development Staff in preparing for and imple-

menting 4-H events at the Otsego County and New York State Fairs for the mutual benefit of 4-H Youth and Volunteers. 
 

General Responsibilities: 
- Prepare Martin Hall, set up and take down      - Organize volunteers to assist with Martin Hall activities 

- Staff Martin Hall on Evaluation day  - Staff Martin Hall on Sunday evening prior to the close     

- Provide office coverage during the Otsego County Fair.     of the Otsego County Fair. 

- Assist in processing of Otsego County and New York State Fair 

Note:  this is a contracted paid position.  

For questions or to apply contact Patti.   

mailto:otsego@cornell.edu
mailto:http://cceschoharie-otsego.org
mailto:psz2@cornell.edu?subject=4-H%20Info
mailto:msanchez@cornell.edu?subject=4-H%20Info
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     4-H Calendar Events 2016-2017 

MAY  

3 4-H Fair Superintendents, 6 p.m., Milford Central School 

3 4-H Issue Committees, 7 p.m., Milford Central School 

5 4-H Club Secretary reports must be postmarked or received today 

6 Animal Crackers at Cornell - Species: Canine & Equine 

10 4-H Leader Quick Tips,  County Fair, Oneonta, noon & 6 p.m. MUST RSVP 

11 4-H Leader Quick Tips, County Fair, Cooperstown, noon & 6 p.m. MUST RSVP 

14 Mother's Day, Remember your MOM! 

18 4-H Rabbit Clinic, Borst Park, Fireman's Field, 40 Main St, Schenevus, 6 - 7:30 p.m. 

20 4-H Dairy Clinic, Morris Fairgrounds, 9 a.m. 

20 4-H Gardening Clinic, 6 p.m. Gretna Gardens 

21 4-H Calf Sale, Morris Fairgrounds, 1 p.m. 

21 - 23 Capital Days, Albany 

29 Memorial Day, CCE Offices closed 

30 4-H Career Ex Application DEADLINE 

31 DEADLINE for NEW 4-H members to enroll for full benefits (County Fair & year completion) 

  

JUNE  

 1  4-H Horse certificates & non-ownership/lease certificates due to 4-H Office 

2 - 4 4-H Horse Camp, Morris Fairgrounds 

5 Farmers' Museum Junior Livestock Show entries due to 4-H Office 

5 4-H Club Secretary reports must be postmarked or received today 

15 Pullorum testing, Morris Fairgrounds, 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

16-18 4-H STEM Camp, Shankitunk 

18 Father's Day, Remember your DAD! 

27-29 Career Explorations at Cornell, Cornell University, Ithaca 

  

JULY  

4 Independence Day observed , CCE Offices closed 

5 4-H Club Secretary reports must be postmarked or received today 

9 - 11 The Farmers' Museum Junior Livestock Show, Iroquois Farm, Cooperstown 

14 County Fair, Martin Hall Entry Form due, 4-H office, Cooperstown 

15 County Fair, Animal Entries due at the Fairgrounds 

15 County Fair set up, clean up at Morris Fairgrounds, 10 a.m. - noon 

30 Otsego County Fair Martin Hall Judging, Morris, 1 - 4 p.m. 

  

  

NEW 4-H Clubs & NEW 4-H Members 
 

You MUST enroll on or before May 31 to have full benefits of the 4-H program.  After this date, a 4-Hôer is not 

eligible to enter their 4-H exhibits at the Otsego County Fair.  NOTE this is for NEW members.   

Returning 4-H Members must be enrolled on or before December 31. 

Important! 
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Forever Friends 4-H Club  
 

Forever Friends 4-H Club went ñUp, up and Away 

the 4-H Wayò at Earth Day in Milford.  Club members 

taught visitors how to make paper balloons with recycled 

materials. 

Otego Helping Hands 
 

WELCOME Sherri Lapp as the new Organizational 

Leader for the Otego Helping Hands  4-H Club!  Sherri 

has been a leader for ten years and now steps up to her 

new role.  With her young son turning five soon we are 

hopeful Sherri will continue the legacy of the Otego 

Helping Hands for at least 10 more years.   

THANKS Sherri! 

 
Sunset Riders 4-H Club  

 

Sunset Riders 4-H Club reports their March  

meeting that the Sunset Riders Club had an  

opportunity to make baskets.  We used wide and  

narrow reed which we soaked until pliable.  We  

weaved the wide reed like a place mat, then we  

used the narrow reed to weave around the outside.   

It took several turns around the outside for the  basket  

to start taking shape.  We finished the basket off with 

handles.  This project took quite a bit of time and  

patience.  Our club had a strong representation at  

Public Presentations in Milford.  Each of you did a  

fantastic job!  The Sunset Riders welcome Kirsten to  

the club!!  Next month we will be traveling to Re Run 

Thoroughbred Adoption Farm in East Greenbush, NY.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SPRING PAPER CLOVER APRIL 26 ï May 7! 
 

The Otsego County 4-H  

Program THANKS the  

Oneonta Tractor Supply for 

supporting our local 4-H  

Program with the semi-

annual Paper Clover event.  

CCE Otsego earned a 4-H 

Scholarship credit of 

$1,813.00 from the October 

2016 Tractor Supply Paper 

Clover promotion.  Across the nation, $871,771 

was raised for 4-H during the Fall 2016 event at 

Tractor Supply!  During the semi-annual event, 

friends and family are invited to support  4-H by 

donating $1 at checkout in stores to contribute to 

scholarships that help send Otsego County kids to  

4-H leadership experiences.  
 

4-H Clubs are welcome to promote the event  

locally through social media or organizing a simple 

in-store event including fund raisers for the club.  

Our very own 4-H Club Volunteer, Jessica  

Stephens will be happy to work with your 4-H Club 

to book a time and day for your 4-H Club to visit 

the Oneonta Tractor Supply.  Call:  607.244.9434 or 

email:  JSfarms13@yahoo.com  

 
 

4-H Club News 

Forever Friends club members from the Cotton family and  

Sandy Andrews, 4-H Leader pose in front of their 4-H booth. 

Basket making with Sunset Riders 

mailto:JSfarms13@yahoo.com
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4-H Quick Tips 2017 

FINAL Session! 
 

    4-H Quick tips will be ñservedò for ONE hour on the second Wednesday and  

 Thursday in Oneonta and Cooperstown. 4-H Leaders and parents are welcome.  

 

    Oneonta Sessions - Wednesday, May 10, Noon & 6 p.m. 

    Cooperstown Sessions - Thursday, May 11, Noon & 6 p.m. 

      Reservations MUST be made for all sessions. 
 

 

Together GROWING 4-H healthy kids and Clubs! 

4-H Club News 

Don't be late, don't be late for this very important date!   

The Hartwick 4-H Theater Guild  
Presents 

Alice In Wonderland  

Hartwick Community Center  
May 19 at 7 p.m.  

 & May 20 at 2 & 7 p.m.  
No tickets needed  

Donation gratefully accepted  

"FARMSAFE FOR KIDZ"  
Annual Poster Contest 

The Farmersô Museum Junior Livestock Show  
July 10 (do not need to be present to participate) 

 

Poster Contest Topic:  ñGet Out of My Spaceò 

The focus is on Animal Space, Confined Space, Equipment Operator Space and Driver Space. These areas are hazards 

when living on the farm.  
 

4-H Youth and Youth in the following Counties (Chenango, Delaware, Fulton, Herkimer, Madison, Montgomery, Oneida, 

Otsego or Schoharie) are invited to participate.  Register by contacting NYCAMH 1-800-343-7527, the 4-H Office or 

Check us out on the WEB:  ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴȅŎŀƳƘΦƻǊƎκƴŜǿǎκΚƛŘҐспл 
 

All entries will receive a ribbon and small gift for entering. Winning posters will be awarded monetary prizes and ribbons. 

Winning posters will be displayed at The Farmersô Museum Harvest Festival and at their home school district during the 

National Farm Safety and Health Week. 

On stage, 4-H Theater Guild!  

http://www.nycamh.org/news/?id=640
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4-H Animal Science 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NYS Junior Dairy Leaders 
 

Prepares young people for successful careers in the dairy 

industry. 
 

Junior Dairy Leader Eligibility Requirements 

§ At least 16 but not more than 19-years-of age by  

 August of the current year and at least starting their 

 junior year in high school in the fall in which the   

 program begins.  

§ Have potential interest in dairy industry careers 

§ Can reasonably commit to the program from  

§ September of the current year to August of the  

 following year 

§ Are not exhibiting animals  at the World Dairy Expo 

during the current year 

§ Are not participating in the National Dairy Cattle 

Judging Contest during the current year 

Current participants are Ellie Ainslie and Allyssa Grocott. 

Application link:  https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/sites/

prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/

jdl_writtenapp.pdf  
Application deadline:  June 30 

REMINDERé.non ownership/lease  

certificates are due to the 4-H Office June 1! 

4-H Dairy Challenge Contest  
April 22, Gilbertsville, NY 

 

The Otsego County Invitational Dairy  

Challenge contest was held April 22 at the Grange Hall in  

Gilbertsville. Nine youth from Otsego County  

participated.  The dairy challenge stations included:   

animal health, dairy records, dairy products, linear traits,  

judging, feeds and reproduction. 

THANK YOU to the following sponsors/supporters and 

volunteers: 

Butternut Valley Grange use of the building  

Dairy Committee  financial cost of the contest 

Volunteers  Cathy Galley, Carol Ainslie, 

Ralph Rathbun, Jennifer  

 Huntington, Greg & Sandy 

Bonczkowski  

Congratulations to the following Otsego County youth. 

      Novice 

      Julia Vunk 1st  

 

 

 

 

 
  

Dairy Challenge participants 
Group, l-r, rear: Aidan, Austin, Gavin, Garrett, Jack 

l-r, front:  Dalton, Abbie, Hannah, Julia 

Junior 

Gavin Bonczkowski  1st  

Dalton Proskine 3rd  

Abbie Ainslie 5th 

Hannah Bonczkowski 4th 

Aidan Ainslie 2nd  

Senior    

Garrett Proskine  1st  

Austin Ainslie 2nd 

Jack Vunk 3rd 

4-H Showmanship Clinic and Calf Sale 
 

Showmanship Clinic: Saturday May 20 
9 a.m. - Registration 

Potluck Lunchðbring a dish to pass 

 **Remember to bring your gear!   

 Wash stuffðbrushes, buckets, curry comb, etc,  

  Clippers, topline brush, hair dryer, etc 
 

New this year!  Work on Saturday, earn a lunch ticket to 

be redeemed on Sunday at the sale!  

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL SPEAKER!   

Eileen Jensen, NYAAC (New York Animal Agriculture 

Coalition) representative, will speak at lunch time about 

how to interact with the public while exhibiting your  

animals at the fair.   
 

Sale starts at 1 p.m.  We will need lots of help all morning 

getting the animals prepped for the sale ring.   
 

Lunch available from the Grange (bring your meal ticket 

provided on Saturday!)  
 

**Bring an item for the silent auction!  Flowers, gift  

certificates, sewing projects, new toys, be creative! ** 
 

For more information contact Sonja Galley at  

607-267-2011 

Sale Day! 

Sunday, May 21st 

https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/sites/prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/jdl_writtenapp.pdf
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/sites/prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/jdl_writtenapp.pdf
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/sites/prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/jdl_writtenapp.pdf









