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Master Gardener Corner:  New Shrubs for 2017  
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Do your perennial flower gardens lack year round interest?  If they do, incorporating shrubs will add 
interest plus structure, height, color and texture to the garden.  Trees and shrubs frequently act as the 
bones of the garden.  They can also be used as focal points, specimen plants, hedges, privacy screens, 
foundation plantings and help attract wildlife to your yard.  When you add trees or shrubs to your garden, 
remember to plan for their mature size so they don’t outgrow their spot.  There are many choices so do 
your homework before you go shopping.  Always match the plant to your site conditions.  Here are a few 
stunning new choices to look for this year. 
 

If you are looking to add native plants to 
your garden this year, try buttonbush 
(Cephalanthus occidentalis) ‘Fiber 
Optics.’  Hardy in zones 4 to 9, 
buttonbush is happy in moist conditions, 
it tolerates flooding and wet spring soils.  
It is a great plant for problem areas in 
the landscape that do not dry out until 
later in the season.  The creamy white, 

ball-shaped flowers have long, gold-tipped stigmas that give it 
the look of a fiber optics display.  Bees and butterflies are 

attracted to the fragrant blooms.  When mature, ‘Fiber Optics’ will be 5 to 6 feet tall and wide.  It prefers 
full sun but it will tolerate some shade and it is said to be deer resistant. 
 
‘Instant Karma’ elderberry (Sambucus nigra) will brighten your garden with its showy variegated foliage.  
The attractive bluish-green leaves have a variegated leaf margin that starts out gold in spring and changes 
to creamy white as the season progresses.  The best variegation occurs in areas with cool night time 
temperatures.  The large, white, lacy, flower clusters appear in early summer.  To get a crop of purple-
black fruit in autumn you will need to plant a pollinator variety like ‘Black Lace’ or ‘Black Beauty’ 
elderberry.  Attractive to bees and birds, it is supposed to be deer and rabbit resistant.  Hardy in zones 4 to 
7 this shrub will grow up to 8 feet tall and spread 7 to 9 feet.  ‘Instant Karma’ is adaptable to both wet and 
dry soils.  It should be planted in full sun. 
 
Hydrangea ‘Diamond Rouge’ is a new variety of H. paniculata.  It has abundant, long lasting flowers on 
strong stems that start white and progress to pink, raspberry red and finally wine red.  Flowers start 
blooming in July and take on red coloration earlier in the season than other pink paniculatas.  ‘Diamond 
Rouge’ needs to be pruned by one third to one half in late winter and early spring since blooms occur on 
new growth.  Hardy in zones 3 to 8, it performs best in well-drained soil in full sun to part shade.  A 
compact hydrangea it will grow to about 5 feet tall with a 4 foot spread.  Its foliage will turn yellow-orange 
in the fall. 
 
Spireas (Spiraea japonica) are popular shrubs because they tend to be pretty low maintenance.  One of the 
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most colorful spirea is Double Play ‘Candy Corn.’  The new growth emerges bright candy apple red in 
spring.  As the foliage ages it turns a pineapple yellow providing a striking contrast with the orangey red 
new growth.  In late spring/early summer, flowers bloom a deep purple pink which makes for an eye-
popping combination.  ‘Candy Corn’ grows 18 to 24 inches tall and takes on a rounded habit without 
pruning.  You can give it a trim after the flowers fade to encourage colorful new growth.  Double Play 
spirea are typically ignored by deer and even rabbits.  They are quite drought tolerant once established. 

 
‘Bella Bellissima’ gives new life to potentilla (Potentilla 
fruticose).  An abundance of deep pink blooms cover the 
plant from top to bottom and the color gets better as 
blooms age.  This plant has a great compact habit growing 
2 to 3 feet tall and wide.  It needs six or more hours of full 
sun per day.  It is very cold hard  y (zone 2) and drought 
tolerant.  Prune ‘Bella Bellissima’ in very early spring into 
a low mounding shape.  If pink isn’t your thing, try 
potentilla ‘Bella Sol.’  It has large, vibrant, saturated 
orange flowers that deepen as they age. 
 
Bush honeysuckles (Diervilla species) are gaining 
popularity in the garden as new varieties are being 

released with colorful foliage.  New on the scene this year is ‘Firefly Nightglow’ (Diervilla splendens) which 
has dark red foliage that becomes even more intense in the fall, creating a crimson red glow in the garden.  
Spring through summer, ‘Firefly Nightglow’ has intensely yellow flowers that glow like fireflies, bright 
against the dark red foliage.  Fairly compact at three feet tall and wide, it has an upright, mounding shape.  
Hardy to zone 4, it prefers full sun.  It is a good choice if you are trying to attract butterflies to the garden. 
 
‘Carolina Sweetheart’ redbud (Cercis Canadensis) is a new variegated introduction that will add pizazz to 
the spring garden.  ‘Carolina Sweetheart’ starts out with hot pink flowers in the spring before the leaves 
appear.  It has the typical heart shaped leaves of a redbud, but they emerge a rich maroon aging to light 
pink, then to green with dusted white margins.  Eventually the leaves turn green in the summer.  ‘Carolina 
Sweetheart’ is hardy in zones 6 to 9.  A small tree it will grow 20 to 30 feet tall.  It is the result of a 
collaborative effort between North Carolina State University and the North Carolina Nursery & Landscape 
Association. 
 
Mixing woody plants in your landscape can add a new layer to the garden, provide a sense of permanence 
and give your garden multiple seasons of interest. 
 
Resources for this article include:  Baily Nurseries, Proven Winners, First Editions, NC State University, Star 
Roses and Plants, and Bloomin’ Easy. 
 

 

Bella Bellissima™ Potentilla 
Source:  bloomineasyplants.com  


