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GOOD BUGS, BAD BUGS AND UNWELCOMED VISITORS 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator  

 
In spring we plant flowers to attract pollinators, which we know are good bugs.  In summer we 
scout for vegetable pests, which we judge as bad bugs. Late winter we start seeing bugs 
indoors. They are a nuisance and unwelcomed.  
 
In autumn some bugs sneak into our homes through a crack around a window, an open door, a 
hole in a screen or perhaps on a piece of clothing. We don’t usually see them. They hide in 
corners waiting for spring. They don’t feed on anything and they don’t breed. They don’t infest 
our homes. But they surprise us. And we don’t like that.  
  
On a nice warm sunny in March or April they emerge from secret corners in our house and start 
flying around. OH NO!!! WHAT IS THAT BUG???? 
 
Most of us recognize the brown marmorated stink bug, and different lady beetles or lady bugs. 
But this so far this year the calls received at CCEDC for indoor pest identification have all been  
caused by boxelder bugs.  
 
In spring and summer these insects feed on boxelder trees and maples and are usually not 
noticed. When the temperature cools in autumn they congregate 
and look for a warm protected dry place. They often find their 
way into wall voids or the attics of houses and buildings.  
 
This time of year they are trying to fly back to the boxelder trees 
to lay their eggs. Often, they can’t find their way back outdoors. 
So they fly around and hang out in sunny windows. And they are 
a nuisance.  
 

The easiest thing to do is vacuum them up when you see them. 
Also, take time to determine where they are coming in - usually  
cracks around windows or under doors. If on a dark night, you shine a flashlight from 
inside, another person can stand outdoors and see where light shines out through 
cracks which then can be sealed. Then hopefully … no more unwelcomed visitors.   

Boxelder bug (adult); actual size about 
1/2 inch long.  
Photo © 2012 by Jason J. Dombroskie 
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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW:  
MARK ADAMS GREENHOUSES 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator  

 
CCEDC’s Master Gardener Program has a trip committee which arranges amazing visits for 
MGs to many area gardens. Some of these are featured in “Through the Hedgerow” articles for 
this newsletter, describing what we saw and learned.  When the gardens are private we don’t 
share their location; public details are included when possible so readers might also visit.  

The focus of our trips is primarily education. Most of our trips are to established gardens to 
study landscape design, plant selection and care. Sometimes the destinations are less 
traditional: a few months ago we visited Green-Wood Cemetery, toured their amazing collection 
of trees and shrubs, and learned about their management and maintenance challenges.     

Last month we were treated to a tour of Mark Adams Greenhouses in Poughkeepsie, hosted by 
Mark and Sue Adams. Established in 1978, today there are five acres under cover and two 
acres outdoors with additional structures under construction.  

 

The visit was on St. Patrick’s Day, just a few days after the recent nor’easter. We stepped from 
a cold snowy parking lot into acres of sunny warm springtime. We learned that behind the 
scenes great patience, skill and hard work ensure that shoppers throughout our area can find 
the plants they enjoy.  

We entered past stacks of pots, racks of plants and huge 
pallets loaded with bales of potting mix. There were racks 

filled with boxes of plants labels that had 
photos and plant information as well as 
growing instruc-tions for every single plant 
in the greenhouses.  

Our first stop was the seed sowing 
machine.   
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This fascinating automated seeding machine utilizes 
blowing air to keep hundreds of seeds evenly 
spread across a source tray. Suction draws 
individual seeds onto the tips of a row of metal 
needle-like tubes. As flats containing rows of small 
squares of potting soil pass 
under the “needles” the 
seeds are released into the 
growing medium. After 
germination the seedlings are 
moved to larger pots for sale.  

Another amazing machine plucked dozens of tiny seedlings with mechanical metal “fingers” and 
transplanted them into their sales-sized pots. These pots then travelled on a conveyor belt 
under a sprinkling system and finally into racks 
destined for other greenhouses where they will grow to 
sales size.  

We continued to the greenhouses where thousands of 
seedlings were thriving and then on to those where 
established plants were growing up in larger pots. 
Many were starting to bloom, filling the benches with a 
riot of color. (The long benches were amazing too. 
They are set up to be watered from above or below, 
depending on the plants’ growing preferences. And 
they are on rollers so that an aisle can be created 
where needed thus maximizing the use of the growing 
space.) 

Since our visit was in March the green-
houses were primarily growing annuals, 
vegetables, herbs and perennials for spring 
planting. There were also rows and rows of 
hanging baskets starting to filling in with 
colorful annuals. But Sue and Mark 
explained that they operate year-round, 
growing plants for fall planting, items for the 
holiday season such as poinsettias and then 
early spring flowers for indoors. My personal 
early spring favorite is the primroses for sale 
in the store in February. They brighten my 
kitchen window with flowers until I move 
them outdoors into the garden.  

Our final destination was the heating system, fueled by coal, which keeps the tens of thousands 
of plants in the acres of greenhouse snug and warm, waiting for spring.  

Mark Adams Greenhouses supply the four Adams Fairacre Farms stores as well as many more 
garden centers in New York, Connecticut and New Jersey. Sue Adams selects all the plants 
with many new introductions each year while ensuring old favorites are grown too. New varieties 
this year include some which with whimsical names and are surely beautiful too: Calibrachoa 
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Million Bells ‘Blueberry Scone’, Coleus Pineapple Surprise, Cucumber Martini and Portulaca 
‘Lemon Twist’ and ‘Watermelon’. Sue is President of NYS Flower Industries and Mark is 
President of Duchess Putnam Westchester Farm Bureau. Mark also serves on the Board of 
Directors of CCEDC.   

 

In the midst of their busy season, Mark and Sue were most gracious to educate the Master 
Gardener Volunteers about the greenhouse business and to answer our questions for nearly 
two hours.  Most of us have bought plants from Adams Fairacre Farms for the past thirty years 
but had did not realize the extent of Mark Adams Greenhouses or how much work goes into 
growing the wide selection of plants offered to customers year-round.  

We found the greenhouses spectacular and really appreciated their advice to gardeners 
everywhere:  start small and have fun! 

 

APRIL GARDEN $ENSE - A FRUGAL WAY TO GROW YOUR OWN 
By Victoria Rolfe, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
We finally made it through the winter and have come to one of the most exciting months in a 
gardener’s calendar. Now after our long winter’s rest and all the planning and dreaming we are 
itching to get back out there, down and dirty in the good earth. 

If you are sowing some indoor seeds, and you haven’t done so yet, now is the time to get your 
tomato seeds started. From this point forward, some of our seed sowing can be done directly 
into the garden in the great outdoors. 
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There is no need to wait until the warm summer 
months for your vegetable gardening, as there are a 
great many cool weather crops that you can get into 
the ground right now. Cool weather veggies include; 
peas, carrots, beets, radishes, lettuce, kale, spinach, 
swiss chard, collards, cabbage, and onions. (Onions 
are generally purchased in sets, or tiny onions, rather 
than seeds.) These are the vegetables that can be 
seeded directly into the ground in 
early-to-mid –spring, as soon as the 
soil can be worked. That is when it is 
unfrozen and not too soggy. You can 
test this by picking up a handful of 
soil and squeezing it. If the resulting 
ball crumbles apart in your hand you 
are good to go.  

Read the seed packet of the vegetable that you are planting for specific instructions. It will give 
you a number of “weeks before last frost date” to plant. In our area, the last frost date is 
generally considered to be approximately May 15. This date can vary from area to area and also 
from year to year. Count back from this date as a general guideline as to when to plant your 
seeds. Refer to your seed packet for information on spacing and the depth to plant your seeds 
as well. 

Remember not to go overboard on your seed planting. Keep your planting small enough for you 
to keep up with during the growing season. You do not need to plant all of the seeds in the 
packet at once. You can save what you don’t use in an airtight container in your refrigerator. 
And there is another reason why you should not use up your whole seed packet at once. 

Frugal Tip #5: Plant early and plant often. Because many of these cool weather crops have 
such short growing times (“Days to Maturity” on the seed packet), you can double or even triple 
or more the number of plantings you can get from one garden plot. Some plants, such as 
radishes, can be ready to harvest in as little as 30 days after planting, thus freeing up garden 
space for another crop of radishes or something else to follow in that spot. This is called 
succession planting, and it gives you much more yield for your garden space. 

Another way you can take advantage of these short maturity times is to stagger your plantings. 
Rather than plant your entire crop of carrots or beets all at once, plant a smaller amount now, 

and then every 2-to-4 weeks plant some more seeds. Some vegetables 
can be planted from seed sown directly into the garden right up until mid-
summer. (Look up the last-plant-by dates for the crops you are growing). 
The great advantage of doing your planting this way comes at harvest 
time when you do not have your entire crop mature and ready to pick all 
at once. You can continue to enjoy picking and eating for many weeks 
from summer right into fall. 

Remember to write things down as you do them. It is so easy to forget  
what, when, and where you planted everything. Make a little diagram on 
paper, much the way you did when you were planning your garden. This 
will help you greatly as the season progresses, and in subsequent years.                                                

Also, put labels in your garden where you planted your seeds. Photo by MG Mary Nisley 
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Frugal tip #6:  Make your own plant labels. There is no reason 
to go out and buy them. Much as we did with the pea trellising, 
what you use to label your plants is only limited by your 
imagination. Use what you have on hand. You can use 
anything from the mundane (cut up ricotta containers, old 
venetian blinds) to the whimsical (wine corks, old silverware or 
wooden spoons). Just make sure you write on them with 
something that will not wash off in the rain. Believe it or not, 
pencil works. You can also use paint markers or paint pens. Again, experiment with what you 
have and what works for you. And if you are artistic, have fun with it! It is a great way to add 
character and whimsy to your garden.  

Once you have things planted, your next job is to keep your garden watered and weeded while 
your new seedlings emerge. If you are new to growing a particular plant, it is a good idea to 
familiarize yourself with what it looks like when it emerges from the ground, so as not to 
accidentally weed out your little babies. (That would be heartbreaking!) 

Your watering duties at this time will be very different from your watering practices later in the 
season when your plants are more mature. Right now, you just need to keep the ground moist 
at the surface where your little seeds are. So rather than the deep watering your plants will need 
in a few months-time, at this time will need to sprinkle lightly and often. You do not want to wash 
your seeds away! Your goal is to keep the ground as consistently moist as possible and not let 
your tender little sprouting seeds dry out for an extended period of time. 

Not to forget our ornamental plantings, let’s turn our attention away for a moment from all those 
edibles that we are growing to nurture our bodies, to the beautiful flowers and plants we grow to 
nurture our souls. (Don’t forget that these need not be mutually exclusive.). Many of the plants 
we grow to eat are quite lovely to the eye as well and can be a pleasing addition to the 
ornamental bed.  

Vegetables are not the only plants you can seed 
directly into your outdoor garden. There are also 
many flowers that are quite easy to grow this 
way. These include (but are not limited to) 
cleome, cosmos, marigolds, morning glory, 
nasturtium, sunflowers and zinnias. They do not 
all go into the ground this early. Consult your 
seed packet for the specific instructions on when 
to sow seeds for the flowers you choose to grow. 
This is a very inexpensive way to add an 
abundance of color and beauty to your garden. 
And another bonus to growing these flowers is 

that many of them will then reseed themselves for your next year’s garden. Pay attention to 
what your little seedlings look like when they emerge and label where these flowers were 
growing in your garden. This way you will not inadvertently weed them out when they sprout for 
an encore performance next spring.  Often a dollar or two spent on a seed packet will give you 
flowers for a lifetime. How’s that for an incredible garden investment?!  

Frugal tip #7:  Free Perennials. This is also a great time to score some free plants! Springtime is 
when many gardeners are dividing up their overgrown perennials. Ask around. You might find 
someone who is willing to give you a division or two (or 100, if they have a big established 
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garden, and have run out of people to “gift” them to). Sometimes people are selling them for a 
few dollars at yard sales. Just be aware of what you are bringing home. Don’t buy anything on 
the N.Y. State Invasive Species List, or even something that will simply be an invasive bully in 
your own home garden. And examine any plants you bring home to make sure they are healthy 
from leaf to roots.  

 All of this should keep you quite happily busy as you get out there 
and soak up those first glorious rays of spring sunshine. So far you 
should not have had to purchase more than a small bag of seed 
starter, some fertilizer and a few packets of seeds. You are well on 
your way to affordable fresh healthy vegetables and a beautiful 
garden to admire and enjoy.  

 

 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 Cornell  Boxelder Bug Factsheet 

 NYSIPM Occasional Invaders  

 NYSIPM Earth Day IPM for birds and bees — and native plants that nourish them 
 

 
CCCEDC Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale May 19 & 20 

Each year, Master Gardener volunteers and CCE staff hold our annual plant sale in May, at the 
Dutchess County Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. Our volunteers grow and sell a wide variety 
of annuals, perennials, vegetables and herbs. Some of these varieties are “tried and true” 
favorites, others are exciting new introductions. This is our primary fundraiser and we count on 
your support! At this event, we also have a Master Gardener info booth set up. Our volunteers 
are available to answer your gardening questions and to help you make your plant selections.  

The 2017 plant sale is scheduled for May 19 (from 10 AM-4 PM) & 20 (from 9 AM-2 PM). No 
early birds please! Click here for a list of the plants that will be for sale. 

Gift certificates are available for our Master Gardener Plant Sale - a welcome gift for any 
gardener! Certificates may be purchased for any amount and are not redeemable for cash. To 
purchase a gift certificate, please contact Nancy Halas by at nh26@cornell.edu  or by calling 
845-677-8223 × 115   

 MGs transplanting plugs into their pots to grow 
up for the sale.  

Flats stacked in the greenhouse waiting for 
the MG Volunteers to arrive. The first plugs arriving. 

http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Boxelder-Bug-1aylp9z.pdf
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Boxelder-Bug-1aylp9z.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/occasional-invaders
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2017/03/29/earth-day-ipm-for-birds-and-bees-and-native-plants-that-nourish-them/
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
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CCEDC SUPPORTS EARTH DAY EVENTS 
 

Let’s Talk Trash Composting and Recycling Workshop 
Thursday April 20, 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM, Arlington High School Room 1119, $15.00 

 
CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli and Master Gardener 
Volunteer Cathy Lane lead this hands-on workshop.  Do you know what is compostable, 
recyclable or just plain garbage? Did you know that 60% of solid waste is organic and can be 
composted?  

Improve your garden soil, support solid waste reduction, develop your trash management skills, 
reduce waste to successfully separate, sort and dispose of garden and household waste, and 
learn home composting techniques. Click here for more information. 

Offered by Arlington Adult Education. Click here to Register.  

 
Drop-Off at the Drive-In Earth Day Recycling Event 

Saturday April 22, 2017, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Hyde Park Drive-In 

A One-time FREE event for community members.  Turn in household items for recycling and 
redistribution.  Learn about maintaining a healthy planet.  Enjoy Earth Day activities for kids. 
 
Take advantage of this opportunity to drop off electronic waste, cell phones, hearing aids and 
eyeglasses, pharmaceuticals and items for shedding. Purchase Rain barrels or compost bins 
from UCRAA while they last. Learn about recycling and how nature recycles itself. Visit 
CCEDC’s Compost Exhibit stffed by MG Volunteers Kathy Smith and Linda LoGiurato. 
Celebrate Earth Day!  
 
This event is sponsored by the Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic Sites  
in partnership with NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Dutchess County 
and Cornell Cooperative Extension. Click here for details.   
 

Adriance Library Earth Day Events 
Saturday April 22, 2017, 9:30 – 11:30 

Earth Day activities include a light cleanup of the grounds, and a FREE Balsam Fir seedling, 
while supplies. For more information contact Casey Conlin, (845)485.3445 x3308, 
cconlin@poklib.org. 
 
10am – 11am, in the Charwat Meeting Room, “Container Gardening” by Master Gardener 
Volunteer Michelle Keeley.  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday April 8, 10am – 1pm, Family Partnership Center cafeteria, 29 N. Hamilton Street, 
Poughkeepsie Farm Project hosts “Spring Fever Family Day and Book Fair” to  welcome 
spring and celebrate nature with a day of activities for children and families. There will be 
workshops for children and families, a children's book author and a book fair with new books at 
discounted prices. CCEDC Volunteers will teach about “Garden Visitors”.  Click here for more.  

http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
https://www.nps.gov/hofr/planyourvisit/recycleevent.htm
mailto:cconlin@poklib.org
https://www.farmproject.org/events/
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Tuesday, April 11, 6:30, Pleasant Valley Library, 1484 Main Street, Pleasant Valley, 
“Smitten with Succulents” by CCEDC Master Gardener Donna Croshier. For more 
information visit http://pleasantvalleylibrary.org or call 845-635-8460.   

Thursday April 20, 6:30-9pm, Arlington High School, 1157 Route 5548, LaGrangeville, 
12540, “Let’s Talk Trash” Home Composting and Recycling Workshop.  Learn how to improve 
your trash management skills, reduce waste and create compost  from CCEDC Master 
Gardener Volunteers. Course fee $15. To register for course number 8445 go to Arlington High 
School Adult Education 

Saturday, April 22, 10am – 2pm, Hyde Park Drive-in, 4144 Albany Post Road, Drop-Off at 
the Drive-In, Earth Day community event. Turn in household items for recycling and learn 
about maintaining a healthy planet. For more information, see previous page.    

Saturday, April 22, 11am - 1pm, Tivoli Free Library, 86 Broadway, Tivoli Seed Swap. Come 
swap your seeds (flowers, vegetables, and herbs) that you have from last year. Bring a pack, 
take a pack. Packets should be clearly labeled and sealed. Please just bring seeds, not 
seedlings! For more information contact Laura M. Pepitone, 845-757-377, or 
www.tivolilibrary.org 

Saturday April 22, 1-3pm, Methodist Church of Hyde Park, 1 Church Street, Spring 
Workshop “Thinking Outside the Window Box” by Rebecca Curtis owner of DreamStone 
Landscapes. Lecture and hands on session where participants will plants seeds in their own 
containers. Sponsored by the Hyde Park Visual Environment Committee.  RSVP required call 
845-229-5088. 

Friday, April 28, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Fairy Houses” by 
MG volunteer Kathy Smith. For more information visit www.laglib.org  

Monday May 1, 7-8pm, Pine Plains Free Library, 7775 South Main Street, ”Wild Edibles” by  
Russ Cohen. expert forager and author of Wild Plants I Have Known…and Eaten, with a 90-
minute slide show featuring at least two dozen species of native edible wild plants suitable for 
adding to your own landscape, or nibbling on as you encounter them in other locales. For more 
information call 518.398.1927 or contact ppflibrary@gmail.com 

Saturday, May 6, 10:00 am, Stanford Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Bird and Butterfly Gardens” by MG volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

 
 
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details.   
 
 

http://pleasantvalleylibrary.orgo/
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.arlingtonschools.org/pages/arlington_schools/Community/Continuing_Education/Continuing_Education
http://www.tivolilibrary.org/
http://www.laglib.org/
mailto:ppflibrary@gmail.com
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 
 

                                 
These first spring flowers, Eranthis hyemalis, 
winter aconite, were blooming on February 
25. The honeybees on the flowers also show 
how warm it was, over 50 degrees.  

The holes on this tree are in a unique pattern 
which helps identify who made them. Do you 
know?   

 
 
 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 opens April 5 each Wednesday from 9am to noon.  
Questions can also be submitted through our website at www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:00 pm all year long. There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab 
website for reliable resources and information on our services.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

