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Each April since 1983, communities across the nation have joined together to educate the public 

on the importance of advocating for our children’s safety and well-being during National Child 

Abuse Prevention Month.  

 

In the days ahead, Army Community Service’s Family Advocacy Program will host several 

events to promote awareness at Fort Drum.  

 

The theme for this year’s National Child Abuse Prevention Month is “Building Community, 

Building Hope,” and Leslie Cherry, family educator with the FAP, said that it is important to 

remember that caring for our children is every community member’s responsibility. 

 

“The Family Advocacy Program is here to provide the support our Soldiers and spouses need as 

they raise their children, but – really – child abuse is something that we all need to know about,” 

she said. “Parents and professionals who work with children in their careers are not the only 

people who need to be educated about child abuse. Everyone has a part to play.” 

 

Cherry said that one of the major objectives of National Child Abuse Prevention Month is to help 

raise awareness of the four types of child abuse – verbal, physical, sexual and neglect – and to 

teach individuals to recognize the signs that may indicate a child is being abused. Only when 

they are attuned to these signs can community members take the necessary steps to help prevent 

instances of child abuse or report abusive behavior to the proper authorities.  

 

Community members are invited to help kick off the month’s events with a Blue Ribbon Event 

Breakfast, which will be held from 8 to 10 a.m. April 3 at the Commons. Attendees may take 

part in a buffet breakfast, while representatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 

New York State Police provide information regarding current child abuse issues and teach the 

audience how they can play an active role in preventing child abuse within the community. The 

cost to attend is $9 per person. Tickets are available at ACS through March 31.  

 

On April 10, ACS will host a free Social Media Safety Seminar at the Multipurpose Auditorium 

from 9 to 12 a.m. A representative from the Criminal Investigation Department at Quantico, Va., 

will discuss safe online behavior and provide tips for minimizing risk of harm to children. Cherry 

said that with social media gaining popularity among our youths, it is important for parents and 

community members to understand the potential dangers of online networking. 

“Social media is something that is constantly changing,” she said. “Sometimes our children 

know more about what is happening online than we do and it’s important that parents have a 

greater awareness of how to make sure their children are using social media safely.” 

 

Families are invited to get out of the house and spend time bonding during a special Family 

Night event that will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. April 13 at the Commons. With games, arts and 



craft activities and more, the event is perfect for Family Members of all ages. Attendees who 

wish to also may purchase dinner.  

 

The 5th annual Mom and Baby Palooza will take place from 9 to 12 a.m. April 25 at the 

Commons. Designed for new parents or those with children 3 and younger, the event will feature 

presentations, workshops and displays from a variety of on- and off-post organizations. 

 

“The event brings together resources and subject-matter experts from Fort Drum and the local 

community,” Cherry said. “It’s a great way for parents to get a wealth of information on different 

subjects at one convenient location.” 

 

Workshops will cover such topics as car seat safety, how to make baby food, and infant CPR, to 

name just a few.  

 

In addition to these special events, ACS will host several of its regularly scheduled workshops 

and training events throughout the month. The focus of each of these classes is to help Families 

build and maintain strong and healthy relationships. Cherry said that addressing the unique needs 

of our military Families is one very important role of the FAP.  

 

“Our military Families face a lot of unique challenges, but we are here to help provide them with 

the tools they need to have happy home lives,” she said. “Research shows that when parents have 

the knowledge and skills they need to parent effectively, the instance of child abuse is decreased 

greatly.” 

 

Classes such as “Scream Free Parenting,” “4th Trimester” (for parents of infants through age 3), 

and “Parenting after Separation or Divorce” are just a few of the many educational opportunities 

FAP provides to community members on a regular basis.  

 

Cherry stressed that while the month is a concentrated effort to educate and inform the 

community, ACS offers classes year-round for Soldiers and Family Members. 

 

“We take pride in offering programs that focus on providing support for our Families as they 

raise their children from infancy, through childhood and their teen years,” she said. “Parenting 

can be hard and we want our Fort Drum Families to know that we are here to provide the support 

they need to provide a happy and safe home for their children.” 

 

To learn more about National Child Abuse Prevention Month events or other classes and 

resources offered through the Family Advocacy Program, call (315) 772-5914 or visit ACS on 

Conway Road to pick up a complete Parenting Workshop schedule. 

 

To report child abuse on Fort Drum, call the military police at (315) 772-5156 or the Child 

Abuse Hotline at 1(800) 342-3720. 
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