
 
What is Extension?  

A) a piece of hair attached to one’s head to make hair appear longer 
B) a cord that allows an electrical object to be plugged in further from the outlet  
C) postponing the deadline for filing taxes  
D) see below  

 
If you answered A, B, or C, APRIL FOOLS!  If you answered D, we couldn’t fool you! 
As an agricultural outreach educator, I am out in the community often and get the same question quite 
frequently: What is Cooperative Extension? I also am asked if I am from the Ithaca campus and even about 
Cornell University undergraduate and graduate programs. After explaining Extension verbally so often that I 
have a scripted response prepared in my head, I thought it would be a great idea for a Dear Aggie segment.   
 
In order to better understand what Cornell Cooperative Extension is, it’s best to first define a land-grant 
university: an institution that has been designated by the state to receive the benefits of the Morrill Acts of 
1862, 1890, and 1994. The function of such institutions was determined to be the teaching of practical 
agriculture, science, military science and engineering. In 1914, the Extension System was born. The Smith-
Lever Act of 1914 established cooperative extension services which served to connect land grant university 
research and resources with people within communities.  Extension shares updates within the areas of 
agriculture, home economics, public policy/government, leadership, 4-H, economic development, etc.  
According to the USDA, today Extension works to: 

 Translate science for practical application 
 Identify emerging research questions, find answers and encourage application of science and 

technology to improve agricultural, economic, and social conditions 
 Prepare people to break the cycle of poverty, encourage healthful lifestyles, and prepare youth for 

responsible adulthood 
 Provide rapid response regarding disasters and emergencies 
 Connect people to information and assistance available online through eXtension.org   

 
Cornell University is New York State’s land grant university, thus it is the institution that provides extension 
services throughout the state. Cornell Cooperative Extension works to take research and resources and make 
them directly applicable to the local community. This helps ensure that youth, farmers, families, etc. have 
access to the most current information available to better their operations and their lives. While the mission 
of Extension is constant regardless of county lines, each office offers programming that is tailored to local 
needs. A couple examples include Yates County, which has a viticulture (grape) program to support the 
vineyards that populate the Finger Lakes region, and Jefferson County, which has a strong military program 
due to the proximity of Fort Drum. In addition, Jefferson County also offers programming in animal agriculture 
(dairy, livestock, equine), horticulture, field crops, local foods, nutrition, parenting, 4-H/youth development, 
and finance. Offerings include home/field visits, in office programming, conferences, or just a simple 
phone/email correspondence. 
 
To see more about programming offered in Jefferson County, visit http://ccejefferson.org/.  
To learn more about Cornell Cooperative Extension, visit http://cce.cornell.edu/. Find your local office at 
http://cce.cornell.edu/localoffices. 
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