
What are Rechargeable 

Batteries? 

Rechargeable batteries are batteries that 

can be recharged, giving them an 

extended life. One can purchase 

rechargeable batteries that can be used in 

place of normal type AAA, AA, A, B, C 

and D alkaline batteries for most 

applications.  These batteries require a 

recharger to give the batteries new life. 

Many rechargeable batteries are part of 

the tool, toy or appliance that uses them. 

When you plug in a power tool, toy, or 

flashlight, to recharge it, you are using a 

rechargeable battery.  

These batteries may be of the following 

types: 

Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd) 
Nickel Metal Hydride (Ni-MH) 
Lithium Ion (Li-ion) 
Small Sealed Lead (Pb) 

Why is it Important to Recycle 

Rechargeable Batteries? 

Unlike alkaline batteries, rechargeable 

batteries are made with significant 

quantities of hazardous materials.  These 

hazardous materials will not harm people 

who use or touch the batteries. However, 

when the batteries are disposed of 

improperly the hazardous components of 

the battery leak into landfills and may 

eventually reach groundwater. Nickel-

Cadmium (Ni-Cad) batteries, for 

example, are the largest source of 

cadmium in landfills. For further 

information on batteries visit 

http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/mate

rials/battery.htm.   

Why Use Rechargeable 

Batteries? 

Rechargeable batteries can save money 

and reduce solid waste. Rechargeable 

batteries are reusable and can hold a 

charge for up to 19 years. Although 

rechargeable batteries and recharges 

cost significantly more than regular 

alkaline batteries at the time of 

purchase, the length of time that they 

last make them much cheaper in the 

long run (you will not need to replace 

them nearly as frequently, saving you 

money.) 

Since rechargeable batteries can be used 

over and over again they rarely need to 

be discarded, reducing the amount of 

battery waste ending up in landfills or 

even requiring recycling. 

Where Can I Recycle 

Rechargeable Batteries? 

Under a recent New York State Law any 

retailer that sells rechargeable batteries is 

required to accept up to ten batteries from 

any individual (a sale is not required). The 

retailer is also required to accept as many 

batteries as a customer purchases. Finally, 

the retailer is required to post that they 

accept rechargeable batteries. If you find 

violations call the NYSDEC at 357-2234 

ext 4. 

 

It Is Illegal to Dispose of 

Rechargeable Batteries in the 

Trash 

As if December 5, 2011 it is illegal to 

dispose of rechargeable batteries as waste. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q What happens to the recycled batteries 

after I drop them off at a participating 

retail store?  

A  Retailers collect your batteries and ship 

them to a recycling facility for processing. 

The reclaimed materials can be used in new 

products - such as new batteries and stainless 

steel products.  

Q Which rechargeable batteries can be 

recycled? 

A The following rechargeable battery 

chemistries can be recycled - Nickel 

Cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel Metal Hydride (Ni-

MH), Lithium Ion (Li-ion), and Small Sealed 

Lead* (Pb). Look for the Battery Recycling 

Seal on the battery.  

* weighing up to 2 lbs/1kg per battery 

Q Where can I recycle my used 

rechargeable batteries?  

A Any retailer that sells rechargeable 

batteries. 

Q Can I include my batteries with other 

recyclable materials in my local recycling 

program?   

A. No. Rechargeable batteries should be 

brought back to retailers that sell rechargeable 

batteries, not put in your recycling bin. 

 

http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/battery.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/battery.htm


Q How do I dispose of non-rechargeable 

alkaline batteries? 

A. Non-rechargeable alkaline batteries 

contain only insignificant amounts of 

hazardous materials and can be safely thrown 

in the trash with other ordinary household 

waste.   

Q Can I still recycle my battery if it does 

not have the seal on it?  

A Yes. As long as it's a Ni-Cd, Ni-MH, Li-

ion or Pb* rechargeable battery.  Most 

batteries will have the chemistry listed 

on the battery pack. 

* weighing less than 2lbs/1kg per battery  

 

Q Why should I recycle rechargeable 

batteries?  

A By recycling your used up rechargeable 

batteries you are helping to create a cleaner 

and safer environment, keeping harmful 

rechargeable battery by-products out of the 

environment and protecting wildlife and 

future generations.  

Q Which products use rechargeable 

batteries?  

A Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd), Nickel Metal 

Hydride (Ni-MH), Lithium Ion (Li-ion), and 

Small Sealed Lead* (Pb) rechargeable 

batteries are commonly found in cordless 

power tools, cellular and cordless phones, 

laptop computers and camcorders. 

* weighing less than 2lbs/1kg per battery  

Q Do the stores covered by the new law 

recycle car batteries?  

A No. Car batteries are not covered by the 

new law.  Car batteries can be returned to 

stores that sell car batteries or brought to 

private recycling centers like TA Predel on 

Edison Ave. in Schenectady (346-3445.) 

For further information 

Visit the NYSDEC webpage on the law: 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/72065.html 

or visit www.call2recycle.org.    

You may also Email 

recycling@schenectadycounty.com or 

Phone 386-2225 

To report trouble with recycling 

rechargeable batteries contact: 

To report an applicable retailer who will 

not take back rechargeable batteries or is 

otherwise in violation of this law you 

can call an Environmental Conservation 

Officer (ECO) at 357-2234.  

Parts of this brochure are copied with 

permission from the Call2Recycle website.   

This flyer is a product of the Schenectady 

County Recycles Program, a partnership 

between the Schenectady County Department of 

Economic Development and Planning and 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady 

County, funded in part by the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

through a grant from the NYS Environmental 

Protection Fund.  

 

For more information visit  
email recycling@schenectadycounty.com 

or call 386-2226 ext. 224 
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