Get YOUTH, COLLEGE STUDENTS or the WHOLE FAMILY involved with ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP

Cornell Cooperative Extension, Rockland County:
EVENTS: http://rocklandcce.org/events

Rockland County:
https://rocklandgov.com/departments/environmental‐resources/volunteer‐
opportunities/
Keep Rockland Beautiful: Clean‐ups, etc.
http://rocklandcce.org/stormwater‐consortium

Cornell University

Cooperative Extension
Rockland County
10 Patriot Hills Drive
Stony Point, NY 10980
Phone: (845) 429-7085
Website: www.rocklandcce.org
rocklandcce.org/stormwater-consortium

Excess Nutrients
flush to waterways from
lawn fertilizer, yard
clippings, soaps,
sediment, etc and lead
to
Nutrient Eutrophication
(“richness”) in our
waterways.

The bacteria use up the
water’s oxygen as they
decompose all the
algae and aquatic
weeds. Fish & other life
are deprived of life‐
sustaining oxygen.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for
valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and
provides equal program and employment opportunities

Nutrients promote
growth in the water. In
excess they lead to
algae blooms and
aquatic weed growth
that sink to the bottom
when they die and are
eaten by bacteria.

Aren’t Nutrients Good for Waterbodies? YES!
How Do They Cause Harm?

The way to stop
this chain reaction is
to cut out the excess
Nutrients. Some algae
produce toxins which
can lead to Hazardous
Algae Blooms.

See your community websites for further events, cleanups, etc.
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House (1): http://ievsocorro.wikispaces.com/%E2%96%BA+HOME;
Building (2): https://pixabay.com/ User:OpenClipart‐Vectors

These practices add too many
Nutrients to our waters
that contribute to Algae Blooms

• The pollutants are building up in the Lake.
Are they staying in the Lake?

• The hose is washing motor oil and pet waste
to the catch basin.

• The sprinkler is not moving! The dirt on the
lawn, which is nutrient‐rich, is being sent to
the catch basin. The water is also picking up
fertilizer on the driveway and road.

• Applying Fertilizer on the driveway and road
which will not get absorbed by the lawn. It
will instead flush to the catch basin, then the
lake. Fertilizer is a Nutrient.

• Leaves & Grass Clippings (too many
Nutrients) in the Catch Basin, which drains
to the lake.

What outside activities are contributing
to pollution in the waters
From this house (see previous page)?

Get Involved with Water Quality!

Why is it so important to protect our Lakes, Streams, and our Groundwater?

What activities outside at this
house are causing pollution in
the lake? (see back for answers)
What pollutants are entering the
water? How far do they go?

It’s what we drink!
Here in Rockland County we get our drinking water from underground wells, or surface waters such as
Lake DeForest.
All the pollutants on the ground are flushed to nearby streams and lakes when it rains. They can also seep into
groundwater. Pollutants include fertilizer, trash, bacteria, pathogens, motor oil, and more.
When we wash oil and grease down the drain at home, or flush wipes down the toilet, the sewer lines can get
clogged. Untreated sewer can pop out of nearby manholes, into our drinking water sources or even our homes!
Water Treatment Plants treat the water so that we can drink it, however they cannot remove all of
these pollutants. It is therefore very important to protect our local waterways and keep the surface clean!
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Litter Bugs live here! Where
are the pollutants going?

WASTE WATER
TREATMENT
PLANT

Oh no! This house has also been washing
Grease down the sink. What happened
On the way to the wastewater treatment plant?
Where did the waste water go?

x

x
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The lake used to be healthy, but now algae is covering the surface,
blocking sunlight to the critters below. Why did this happen?

This house gets its drinking water
from a water well!
What has gotten into the water?

WATER TREATMENT
PLANT

People are boating, fishing and swimming
in this lake. What are the Health hazards?

OUT

What is happening at the Water
Treatment Plant where we get our
drinking water? Pollutants are entering,
and the treatment plant can’t remove
them all!

