
Over spring break 4-H is offering programming at the Minna Anthony Nature Center on Wellesley Island on 
April 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. There is no charge for this program that is open to all Jefferson County 
youth ages 5-18; families are encouraged to participate! 
 
There will be three sections to our day. Youth will be introduced to GPS (geospatial 
positioning system) technology and will be taught about geocaching! Geocaching is a 
world-wide scavenger hunt. People place “caches” anywhere in the world, mark the 
coordinates with a GPS unit, and put the exact coordinates online for others to find. In 
the cache there may be hidden treasures! Bring a small trinket or two to trade for one 
of two items in the hidden caches that we will find on the trails of the Nature Center. 
 
Mid-day we will be doing campfire cooking! We will teach the basics of building a fire. Youth will learn 
different methods of cooking over a fire, and they will get to enjoy healthy, campfire-cooked foods! We are 
asking each family to provide a meat or vegetable to cook over the fire, and we will provide the healthy 
snacks.  
 
Finally, we will be doing teambuilding activities. Youth will participate in Project Adventure games and 
activities. Youth will learn how to build and foster healthy relationships by participating in fun and exciting 
teambuilding challenges.  
 
Throughout the entire day we will be outside in nature! Make sure to bring your walking shoes as we will be 
hiking the Wellesley Island trails. Dress appropriate for the weather, and pack a rain jacket just in case.  
 

Limited transportation will be provided for this 
event. We will leave the Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Jefferson County office by 8:30 
a.m. sharp! We will leave the Nature Center at 
3:00 p.m. to be back to the Extension office 
between 4:30 and 4:45 p.m. Registration is 
required. For more information or to register 
contact Kaci or Sabrina at (315) 788-8450. 

      
Computer programming is one of the fastest growing career fields in the world 
today. By 2020, it is estimated that there will be over 1 million unfilled computer 
programming positions because there are just not enough people who know 
how to code. Lucky enough, 4-H is now offering a computer coding program! 

By Sabrina Dreythaler, 4-H Educator 
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Animal Crackers is a yearly event held at Cornell University featuring two animal species. This year the two 
species are horse and dog and the event will be held on Saturday, May 6. Registration starts at 9:00 a.m. and 
the day usually concludes usually by 3:30 p.m.  
 
Possible equine workshops are: 
 Bits and Pieces 
 Parasites 
 Leg Wrapping 
 An Inside Look 
 Look a Gift Horse in the Mouth 
 Trailer Safety 
 
The cost for the program is $15.00. If you are interested, please contact Karen by April 7. More information 
will be available as committees finalize their schedule and the workshops. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
their lunch.   
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Dog workshops include: 
 Canine Nutrition 
 Grooming Long Haired/ 
      Double-coated breeds 
 Predator vs. Prey 
 Parasites 
 Vaccinations 

The De-Coders is a 4-H computer coding program open to all Jefferson County youth ages 8-12. There is no 
charge for the program. This is an introductory program where youth will learn the basics of computer 
science using code.org and scratch. Youth with no experience coding are encouraged to join. Ipads will be 
provided for each child to use which will allow each participant to work at their own speed. By the end of the 
seven-week session youth will have learned how to develop a basic game using the scratch interface. The   
De-Coders will meet Mondays on May 8, 15, and 22, and June 5, 12, 19, and 26 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Extension office. For more information or to register contact Sabrina at (315) 788-8450, ext. 229, or 
sld95@cornell.edu.   

 
Is your child interested in hiking, geocaching, campfire cooking, solar 
cooking, or learning outdoor survival skills? If so, then the 4-H Outdoor 
Adventure Club is the perfect fit! Starting in May of 2017, this club will 
meet the first Saturday of each month. Times will vary depending on the 
activities. There is no cost for this program. The club is open to all 
Jefferson County youth ages 8-18.  
 
The Outdoor Adventure Club will run year round. Activities will vary 
depending on the weather and the season. In the winter we can 
snowshoe, in the spring we can garden and learn about plants, in the 

summer we can do outdoor survival skills and outdoor cooking, and in the fall we can do geocaching! The 
possibilities are endless! For more information or to register contact Sabrina at (315) 788-8450, ext. 229, 
or sld95@cornell.edu.  

By Karen Soule, 4-H Educator 
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The College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell will be hosting its 51st Annual Open House on Saturday, April 1, 
from 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Members of the faculty and staff invite the public who might be interested in 
pursuing this path as a career and are available to answer questions on the different career choices within 
the field. This event is free.  
 
There are many activities - demonstrations, tours, and more. 
Tours to the Animal Health Diagnostic Center and the new 
Teaching Dairy Barn are on the schedule. Demonstrations 
include Camelids (Alpacas and Camels) and ultrasound. The day 
also includes canine agility and animal pathology.  A petting zoo, 
exotic pets and wildlife, learn how cows digest their food, listen 
to an animal’s heartbeat using a stethoscope, anatomy of your 
pet, and the performance treadmill that is used to study 
orthopedic and cardiovascular disease of horses are just a few of 
the exhibits available. If you have a wounded teddy bear, you 
are encouraged to bring it to the Teddy Bear ER where they will 
surgically repair your wounded stuffed animal. 
 
If this sounds interesting, contact Karen at (315) 788-8450 by March 27. If there is enough interest, we may 
be able to take a van down. If you plan on driving yourself, the GPS address is 930 Campus Rd., Ithaca, NY. 

 

 

We will have a wonderful opportunity this year at our 4-H 
County Fair Dog Show. Local dog expert, Tom Bradley, will be 
judging the Grooming & Handling classes on Tuesday, July 11! 
If the name is familiar, he had the honor to judge Best in Show 
at this year’s Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show at Madison 
Square Garden.   
 
For years, Mr. Bradley was the breeder of Pointers, but 
currently has a Border Terrier named ‘Flirt.’ Oftentimes, Flirt 
accompanies him to his office on Washington Street in 
Watertown, New York, where he manages “Take The Lead,” 
an organization that provides direct services, support, and 

care for people in the sport of purebred dogs who are facing life-threatening or terminal illness. Mr. Bradley 
has been the chair of the WKC dog show and currently is on their Board of Governors. He is approved to judge 
junior showmanship in AKC and we are excited to have him this year! If you want to see the video of this 
year’s Best in Show, go to http://www.westminsterkennelclub.org/breed-results/breed-videos-2017/best-in-
show-video/.   
 
Keep watching our Facebook page for upcoming classes and practices as we get ready for the 2017 4-H 
County Fair! For more information, call Karen at (315) 788-8450. 
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Saturday, April 29, 2017, is the National 4-H Day of Service and Jefferson 
County is joining hands with the American Heart Association for the North 
County Heart Walk. It will start at Jefferson Community College with check 
in at 8:00 a.m. The 1-3 mile walk takes place on the grounds of the college 
and at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. 4-H will also have a table where we 
will make hats to help raise money for the American Heart Association.  
Pledge forms are available at our office, or by mail or email. Call Karen at 
(315) 788-8450 to sign up!   
 
Did you know that millions of Americans live with heart disease, stroke, or a cardiovascular condition? Your 
donation will help save and improve lives with research, education, and emergency care. Let’s walk for them! 

The Jefferson County 4-H Dairy Club has been practicing hard for 
the last couple months for the District Dairy Bowl Competition. The 
event was held on March 11, 2017, at South Lewis High School 
with participants from Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, St. Lawrence, and 
Madison Counties. Our group was comprised of a partial novice 
team which was completed with an alternate from Lewis County, a 
junior team, and two senior teams.   
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By Alyssa Couse, Agricultural Outreach Educator 

 



Novice members were Wyatt and Garrett Phelps, juniors were Katie 
Burger, Cassidy Cook, and Elizabeth Hyman, and seniors were Brandon 
Phelps, Caylie Anderson, Ryan Gleisner, Chris Shelmidine, Dylan 
Shelmidine, Jenna Tubolino, Alannah Cook,  Kassie Burger, and 
Brayden Billman. Everyone did a great job and three members 
qualified as individuals to go to the Dairy Bowl State Competition! 
Junior Katie Burger placed third and Elizabeth Hyman placed fourth as 
individuals, and Kassie Burger placed third as a senior individual.  A big 
thank you to all the kids, parents, and coaches!   
 
The Jefferson County 4-H Dairy Club will switch gears to prepare for 
dairy judging and, of course, the Jefferson County Fair!   

 

I am excited to join the CCE team in Jefferson County, all the way from Texas, as the new Healthy Lifestyles 
and 4-H Military Educator! I will be working with military installations across New York State as well as 
collaborating with the North Country Prenatal-Perinatal Council to provide 4-H Healthy Living education in 
local schools.  
 
I have a background in Family and Consumer Sciences and experience working with Texas A&M Agrilife 
Extension collaborating on many projects focused around healthy living and youth development. Most 
recently before coming to CCE of Jefferson County, I taught 7/8th grade Family and Consumer Sciences 
classes. I have a passion for food, nutrition, and healthy living education. 
 
I  enjoy being active, including hiking, kayaking, and playing with my three dogs! I am a self-defined “foodie” 
and like testing out new recipes and trying new, exotic foods. I am excited to begin working with all youth 
through the wonderful 4-H programming here in Jefferson County! Be on the lookout for future 4-H military 
updates as well as healthy living program opportunities!   

By Kaci Garbacik, 4-H Educator 

Career Explorations is a three-day event for youth on the Cornell University campus. The purpose of this 
conference is to provide youth with exposure to academic fields and career exploration, to develop leadership 
skills, to provide hands-on experience in a college setting, and to introduce you to Cornell University.  
 
The event is made up of two grade-specific tracts: University U for youth entering grades 8-9 and Focus for 

Teens for youth entering grades 10-12. This event will be open to any 4-H members entering the grades listed 

above. (It is easy to join 4-H, just call the number below for information on how to join.) Cost is still to be 

determined; registration will open in late March. Visit http://4hstaff.cce.cornell.edu/career-explorations or 

www.facebook.com/NYS4H for more information and updates on this event or contact Kaci at 

kg465@cornell.edu or (315) 788-8450, ext. 244.  
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Are you or your child planning to attend college in the fall? Hopefully you have already filled out the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). If you haven’t it’s not too late! You can fill the application out 
online here: fafsa.ed.gov/. Also, visit FortDrumRISE.org for a list of things you need to have on hand when 
filling out the FAFSA.  
 
The FAFSA is the first step in finding the money you need to pay for college. If there is a gap in the financial 
aid package offered to you and the cost of attending college a great way to bridge that gap, so you don’t have 
to pay out of pocket, is thorough scholarships! 

By Rochelle Runge, 4-H Educator 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/


April-May 2017 Green Ink Newsletter 
 

Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

What kinds of scholarships are available? 
Some scholarships for college are merit-based. They might be awarded based on academic achievement or a 
special talent, trait, sport, or interest. Other scholarships are based on financial need. Some scholarships are 
available because of where you or your parent works, or because you come from a certain background. For 
instance, there are scholarships for military families and for families that belong to local civic organizations 
like the Kiwanis or Girl Scouts. When thinking of where to look for scholarships think about what is unique 
about you and your family. What clubs do you or your parents belong to? What hobbies do you have? What 
professional organizations are related to your field of interest? Also, don’t forget foundations and religious 
organizations. 
 
How do I find scholarships? 
There are many ways to learn about scholarships, including contacting the financial 
aid office at the school you plan to attend, talking with your school guidance 
counselor, and checking information online. But be careful! Make sure scholarship 
information and offers you receive are legitimate. Remember you don't have to 
pay to find scholarships or other financial aid. Try these free resources: 
 
U.S. Department of Labor’s scholarship search tool - www.careeronestop.org-  
New York State Grant Agency - www2.ed.gov 
Free scholarship resources - http://www.fastweb.com/ 
 
There are many scholarships available from local organizations including, JCC, Knights of Columbus, the New 
York Community Foundation, and many more. There are numerous scholarships available for military families 
from organizations like Army Emergency Relief, Association of the United States Army (AUSA), and the The 
American Legion. Please visit http://www.fortdrumrise.org/financial for a complete list of scholarship 
websites.  
 
When do I apply for scholarships? 
That depends on each scholarship’s deadline. Some deadlines are as early as a year before college starts, so if 
your child is in high school now, you should be researching and applying for scholarships during the summer 
between the junior and senior years. But if you’ve missed that window, don’t give up! Look at scholarship 
information to see which ones you can still apply for now. 
 
How do I apply for scholarships? 
Each scholarship has its own requirements. The scholarship’s website should give you an idea of who 
qualifies for the scholarship and how to apply. Make sure you read the application carefully, fill it out 
completely, and meet the application deadline.   
 
How does a scholarship affect my other student aid? 
A scholarship will affect your other student aid because all your student aid added together can’t be more 
than your cost of attendance at your college or career school. You’ll need to let your college know if you’ve 
been awarded a scholarship. 
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