
Here at CCE we are trying to document any large or impressive trees in the county. We put the word out in 
January and we have received several ‘tips’ on worthy trees. If you know of trees that are especially tall, have 
a large trunk diameter, or an expansive crown, please contact me at 315-788-8450 or sjg42@cornell.edu. I will 
visit the tree and take measurements and photos. 
 
On Wellesley Island I was introduced to several large oak trees that are located on the property of Dani Baker 
and Dave Belding. Most of the larger trees are red oaks with heights of 80+ feet. One has a trunk diameter of 
over 4 feet. According to Dani, the property was clear cut around 1830. The oaks may have been left as shade 
for livestock. Or, they may have begun life as seedlings after the disturbance of clear cutting. At any rate these 
trees are likely to be around 200 years old. 
 
Dani also suggested that we visit the Redwood Hill Preserve, an Indian 
River Lakes Conservancy property located off Stine Road in Redwood. 
We encountered an 80 foot tall white pine with a trunk diameter of 
over 3 feet and many large red oaks. An 89’ foot tall bur oak on the site 
has a trunk diameter approaching 4 feet. We also found the dead stump 
of a red oak with a trunk diameter of over 4.5 feet. Bur oaks, as opposed 
to white pines and red oaks, grow very slowly. Because of its large size 
the bur oak we documented is well over 200 years old. By the way, the 
Redwood Hill Preserve is an excellent hiking spot! The well-maintained 
trails are easily accessed from the road and there is plenty of parking. 
The site includes a newly built gazebo and plans are in the works to 
make the trails handicapped accessible.  
 
Our next stop is a cemetery in Sackets Harbor— we have a tip about some very large cedar trees…. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  
or jefferson@cornell.edu. 

 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County 

 and Jefferson County, NY 4H  

Old, large bur oak at Redwood Hill Preserve 
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