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Participants:  
Phone participants: Marvin Pritts (Finger Lakes region/Ithaca), Molly Shaw, South Central NY,  Laura McDermott 
(Eastern NY/Upper Hudson/Lower Adirondack), Dan Welch, (Upper Finger Lakes, Cayuga county). 
 
GROWING CONDITIONS   
Editor’s note: Apologies re: lack of weather data for this week.  Overall, the Growing Degree Days are running slightly 
positive for NYS, between 30-100 GDD above average depending upon the region.  Only the upper North country is 
slightly below average.  The accumulated GDD may be higher than we would expect given the cool temperatures for the 
last several weeks, primarily because of the brief warm spell in April. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 
 
Eastern NY Region  
Rain continues to be heavy in southern areas – reports of as much as 8” in Ulster county in less than 1 week.  
Strawberry leaves covered with mud, standing water in fields, picking a real challenge.  Still the harvest seems good 
and rains have not impeded weekend crowds thus far.  Hudson Valley may be done picking strawberries by Father’s 
Day in some areas. 
 
On June 15th, the Capital District was hit by severe rains and wind as well as hail in many locations including 
Schenectady, Albany, Saratoga  and Columbia counties. Very spotty, but when it hit was extremely damaging.  One 
strawberry grower had to abandon harvest in one field.  Blueberry loss between 20-60%.  Raspberry canes damaged – 
bark stripped and canes knocked down. 
 
Ribes: fruit beginning to color slightly in lower Hudson Valley, upper Hudson valley has good fruit set. 
Strawberries: picking between 2-3 weeks depending upon region. 
Brambles: fruit set looks strong.  Still concerns about winter injury to canes.  Significant winter injury to blackberries. 
Blueberries: green fruit with some slight color developing on early varieties; heavy crop 
 
Fingerlakes region/Ithaca area: Spotty rains accumulation between 1-1.5”.  Cool days are presenting problems for 
strawberry growers as fruit is not ripening normally making picking a challenge. 
 
South Central/Southern Tier region 
Cool daytime temps.  Spotty rains – no major accumulation. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Comments on Winter Injury: Still having questions from growers about strawberry fields with significant plant 
loss and very poor fruit set and yield.  In past berry call summaries, the group had attributed this phenomenon to 
winter kill.  When assessing strawberry crowns for winter injury, look for damage at the top of the crown vs. damage 
from the bottom of the root, which is more likely to be a soil-borne disease.  Often daughter plants are more vulnerable 
because they are not rooted as deeply.  Make sure to ask grower about fall herbicides that might have prevented runner 
rooting.   
 
Comments on Weed Control: 
If given a choice between Dacthal and Devrinol, 2 pre-emergent herbicides, which would the group consider to have 
better efficacy.  Devrinol seems to work better on more weed species. 
 
Comments on Diseases:  
Q: If a grower has intense Mummyberry pressure, and is concerned that fungicides are NOT providing much help with 
control, are there additional cultural approaches that can be taken to break the disease cycle?   
A: In addition to disrupting mummy sporulation by raking or moving mulch around in early spring, the grower could 
also replenish mulch and make sure the depth of muclh is at least 3”.  Another strategy that has been reported to be 
effective by organic growers is to use chickens in the planting.  The chickens continually scratch the ground preventing 
spore spread plus they eat the mummies. 
 
Comments on Hail Damage: 
For growers that have experienced hail damage, it would be important to try and get a fungicide cover on as soon as 
possible after damage.  For blueberries, a general fungicide like Captan would be helpful in helping to control fruit rots, 
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especially Botrytis.  Blueberries will remain on the bush even though they have been bruised, so pickers should also be 
warned that hail damage has occurred and encourage them to be more selective when picking. 
 
For bramble damage, use fungicides that will control cane and spur blight.  The sooner these materials are applied, the 
better effectiveness they will have in controlling wound invading fungi. 
 
Comments on pre-mature Blueberry Drop: Sandy Menasha, from LI called and reported that a LI grower has 
blueberries dropping in large numbers.  They are just beginning to color.    This may be attributed to stress or poor 
pollination.  Stress, like drought, could cause this type of reaction.  To check for pollination problems, cut open berries 
and try to count seeds.  The viable seeds will be dark in color, and their should be about 20 dark seeds.  If not, that 
could be the problem with abscission. 

 
 
 


