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Participants: Marvin Pritts (Finger Lakes region/Ithaca), Dale Riggs (Stephentown/Northern Hudson Valley), Molly 
Shaw, South Central NY, Dan Welch (Eastern Fingerlakes/Cayuga county), Sonia Schloemann (Western 
MA/Amherst/CT river valley region), Colleen Cavagna (Allegheny/Cattaraugus region), :  Laura McDermott (Eastern 
NY/Upper Hudson/Lower Adirondack) 
 
GROWING CONDITIONS (courtesy NY NASS)  
Week ending May 31, 2009:  It was a cool and wet week across the state.  Precipitation was well above normal for 
the last week of May except across Long Island.  Temperatures were below normal.  A slow moving cold front produced 
showers and thunderstorms south of the Capital Region.  Approx. 2 inches of rain fell in Poughkeepsie in a few hours.  
High pressure moved in over the region from Memorial Day into Tuesday.  Some widespread frost occurred over the 
Adirondacks on Tuesday morning.  Rainfall totals ranged from one to two and a half inches across portions of central 
and eastern New York with the heaviest totals over the west central Mohawk Valley Tuesday night through Wednesday.  
Slow moving thunderstorms produced  heavy rainfall downwind of Lake Erie.  An occluded front across the region 
Thursday night into Friday resulted in rain just north of the Capital District with one to three inches occurring.  
Another cold front Saturday morning produced widely scattered, mainly light rain showers.   
 
REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 
Eastern NY Region  
Scattered showers in many areas, soil moisture not bad, but still behind in rainfall.  Very low temps many places on 
Sunday night, early Monday.  Stephentown NY had a low of 25 degrees; blossoms were frozen. 
 
Strawberries: Lower and mid-Hudson Valley have been picking for a full week – those on plastic a bit longer.  Upper 
Hudson including southern Washington County started picking late last week.  Long Island started picking last 
weekend.  Some indication of TPB and botrytis.  Also saw lots of spittle bug.  Some concern that berries are not sizing 
due to cool weather. 
Brambles: blossom and some bud set in Long Island. On Mass border the raspberries are just starting to bloom. 
Blueberries: Most varieties at small green fruit stage on LI, in Stephentown the blueberry set looks excellent.  
 
Fingerlakes region/Ithaca area: Still cool, and despite some rain still behind a ½” for the seasonal average.  
Strawberries:  Still receiving calls from growers concerning poor stands on strawberries – presumably due to winter 
injury.  
Brambles:  Orange rust in blackberries and raspberries (more on that below). 
Blueberries: All varieties are at petal-fall. Still getting reports of off-color blueberry foliage.  Patriot and Spartan 
mentioned from Eastern NY callers as being varieties that still show coppery color even now. 
 
New England: Very cool, but no bad frosts.   
Strawberries:  some picking has started in the Ct River Valley.   
Raspberries: in bloom with a bit of fruit set beginning.  
 Blueberries: just past bloom for all varieties.  Winter Moth a problem in eastern plantings of blueberries – see below 
for more info. 
Currants and Gooseberries:  Fruit set looks very good. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Comments on Weed Control:  Last week a discussion about the use of Prowl H2O.  Today a clarification about how 
much water needed to do a water incorporation.  The thought is between ½” and 1” – this means that ½” might be just 
barely enough to have herbicide work well.  Grower might want to incorporate and not rely solely on moisture 
incorporation. 
 
Comments on Diseases: 
A question was asked about how to assess potential strawberry ground for disease problems.  For growers 
that have had a history of soil borne diseases that infect strawberries, they might be able to do a simple experiment 
based on protocol used by apple growers.  Sterilize soil (heat soil in a closed container to keep it moist, in the oven until 
it reaches 150 degrees for 60 minutes), then evaluate newly developed runners as they grow in pots of sterilized vs. 
non-sterilized soil.  If plant development looks consistent for both treatments, the hope would be that soil diseases 
would not be a problem.  If plant development seems markedly better in the sterilized soil, then it might be better to 
grow something other than strawberries in that field.   
 
Botrytis Blossom Blight on blueberries is caused by Botrytis cinerea, the gray mold fungus.  It can attack fruit, 
leaves and shoots.  Spores overwinter on decaying leaves or infected twigs.  In the spring, windblown spores infect the 
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blossoms.  If spring weather conditions support 3-4 consecutive days of high moisture either from rain, fog or heavy 
dew, then the spores germinate and infect the susceptible tissue.     
 
Is it possible to control botrytis by removing infected flowers by hand at this stage?  Theoretically you might be able to 
prevent disease from moving into shoot, or developing a sporulating lesion that would infect other soft tissue.   
 
This is not a useful control strategy because blossom lesions caused by botrytis mimic damage from other problems 
including frost and Blueberry Scorch Virus (BlScV).  lLScV has been a problem in recent years in New England 
from the Cape to the Berkshires.  The virus is transmitted by aphids and causes a slow decline in infected plants.  Most 
cultivars are susceptible, but they vary in the severity of the infection.  ‘Berkley’ exhibits classic blossom blight 
symptoms, while ‘Bluecrop ‘ and ‘Blueray’ show just a marginal leaf yellowing when they are infected.   
 
To control Botrytis Blossom Blight, follow cultural practices that reduce disease pressure –  choose resistant or tolerant 
varieties, site the planting in an area that is appropriate, prune for good air movement, remove sources of inoculum on 
the ground, and avoid excessive N in the spring.  A dormant spray of Captan followed by a pink spray of a strobin type 
fungicide would help to reduce problems with Botrytis. 
 
For control of BlScv (Scorch virus), contol aphid transmission.  Seriously affected plants should be removed from the 
planting. 
 
 

          
Blossom blight showing infected flowers,          Berries infected by B. cinerea.         Fungus from infected blossom  
peducle and stem infection               invades leaf tissue. 
 
Phtots courtesy of Rutgers Cooperative Extension, Fact Sheet 512. For more information on Blossom blight see: 
http://aesop.rutgers.edu/~plantbiopath/links/bbcpestweb/IMAGES/botrytisandblue.pdf   
 

   
Blossom blighting caused by BlScV that looks       Leaf blighting caused by BlScV on ‘Northland’. 
similar to Blossom blight caused by Botrytis. 
 
Photos courtesy of the British Columbia Blueberry Council Fact sheet, located at: http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/blsv.htm  
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Blackberry Orange Rust vs Yellow or Late Leaf Rust: Orange Rust in brambles has been mentioned in the 
Weekly Berry Call summary several times already this season.  Fungicides that are labeled for use on this disease in 
NYS (but are not listed in the Guidelines) are Rally, Cabrio and Pristine.  Rally can be used as a protectant at bud-break 
and then 10-15 day intervals, but Pristine and Cabrio are suppression only.   Late Leaf Rust, caused by Pucciniastrum 
americanum, can be differentiated from Orange Rust in that it occurs later in the season and is NOT considered to be 
systemic.  The spore masses forming on the leaves can look almost orange, but they are powdery rather than waxy like 
Orange Rust.   
 
Comments on Insects:  
Meadow spittle bug, Philaenus spumarius, can be a problem, especially in U-Pick fields.  The nymphs transmit virus 
and their feeding causes leaf and berry distortion.  Damage is first seen on plant stems, where you see the spittle mass, 
which protects the nymph as it develops.  Estimate population density at 10% bloom. Inspect 5 to 10, 1-sq foot areas 
every 2 weeks and count spittle masses.  Studies indicate an economic threshold of 4-5 spittle masses per square foot, 
but many growers have a more conservative “aesthetic” threshold of 1/sq ft.  
 

      
Leaf and fruit damaged by spittle bug nymph  feeding.        Frothy spittle bug masses surround the green nymph. 
 
Photos above are from the NYS IPM fact sheet 
on spittle bug.  For more information visit 
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/factsheets/b
erries/meadow_spittlebug.pdf  
 
New Pest in Blueberries: Winter Moth 
Operophtera brumata –  has been a 
problem for blueberry growers in coastal New 
England and the Pacific NW for a while.  The 
caterpillar hatches in early spring and then 
invades the blueberry flower bud hollowing it 
out.  It’s difficult to control because the adults 
don’t fly until late fall, near Thanksgiving 
time.  It is also a generalist feeder, and it’s 
many hosts include viburnum, oak, ash, 
maple, crabapple, etc. For more information, visit:  
http://www.umassgreeninfo.org/fact_sheets/defoliators/wm_overview_07.pdf  
 
 
Food Safety:  A real dilemma presented itself this week as growers in Eastern NY were forced to irrigate for 
strawberry frost protection just as they began the harvest season.  As many irrigation sources are shared by ag 
producers of all types, there was concern over water borne contaminants that might affect berry safety.  Growers 
should have their irrigation source tested prior to the beginning of the production season, especially if they use 
overhead irrigation for frost protection.  Monitor what your upstream neighbors are doing and try to keep a good line 
of communication with them.  Wegman’s supermarket is adding strawberries to the list of crops for which they will 
require a GAP certified audit during the 2010 growing season.   


