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Participants:  Laura McDermott (Eastern NY/Upper Hudson/Lower Adirondack), Dan Welch (Eastern 
Fingerlakes/Cayuga county), Sonia Schloemann (Western MA/Amherst/CT river valley region), Colleen Cavagna 
(Allegheny/Cattaraugus region), Cathy Heidenreich (Western NY), Amy Ivy (Northern NY region), Marvin Pritts 
(Finger Lakes region/Ithaca), Dale Riggs (Stephentown/Northern Hudson Valley), Molly Shaw (South Central NY), 
Marianna Quartararo (Sullivan County), Juliet Carroll, NYS IPM. 
 
GROWING CONDITIONS: (courtesy NY NASS) 
Week ending May 18, 2009: A chilly air mass was positioned across the state on Sunday in wake of a cold front 
passage with breezy conditions and showers across the Adirondacks.  High temperatures were only in the 50’s in most 
areas with 40’s across the higher elevations.  High pressure built into the region on Monday with sunshine returning.  
Dry conditions persisted into Tuesday with temperatures moderating back to near normal Tuesday and especially 
Wednesday.  Rain returned to the state on Thursday ahead of a frontal boundary.  Windy conditions also occurred on 
Thursday.  Rainfall amounts were generally around one quarter to one inch Thursday night with the greatest amounts 
across eastern New York.  Dry conditions with warm temperatures returned for Friday.  Showers and thunderstorms 
moved across the state Saturday afternoon and night ahead of a strong cold front.  Some of the storms were severe 
while heavy rain fell across portions of eastern New York especially across the Adirondacks where 2 to 3 inches fell. 
 
In Albany County, strawberries were in full bloom, and orchards began moving out bees. Broome County experienced 
frost early in the week and high winds with heavy rains later in the week. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE FIELD 
Eastern NY Region  
Despite rain earlier, conditions are drying rapidly.  Widespread frost for 2 nights – most growers took precautions and 
damage seemed limited.  Low temperatures reported were 25 degrees in Stephentown.  Clippers noted there for first 
time. 
  Strawberries: Early varieties in full bloom:  Later varieties have just started blooming. Varieties under row cover have 
some dime sized fruit.  Still seeing lots of evidence of winter injury in 2-3 year old plantings, and some new plantings as 
well. 
  Blueberries: Range from early green fruit to late pink bud depending upon variety and location.   
  Floricane Raspberries in tight bud stage.  Primocane raspberry canes up 8-18” depending upon latitude and/or high 
tunnel. 
 
Eastern Finger lakes/Cayuga County 
Frosts Monday night and last night in Northern region; southern region in higher elevations.  
 
  Strawberries: All early varieties full bloom, with most varieties in at least 10% bloom. 
  Blueberries: Early to full bloom 
  Raspberries:  Flower buds at tight stage. 
 
Western Massachusetts/Amherst/Connecticut River Valley 
No reports of widespread frosts; possible frosts in low areas of Berkshires.  Soil moisture generally good. 
 
  Strawberries: 10% - full bloom depending upon location and variety. TPB and clipper damage. 
  Blueberries: full bloom 
  Raspberries:  Floricane buds starting to separate; primocanes knee high. 
 
Alleghany/Cattaraugus region 
Received rainfall over the weekend of approximately 1”.  Still could use more as conditions were very dry. Tuesday 
morning frost reported in pocketed areas. 
 
Fingerlakes region/Ithaca area 
Received good rains – some areas as much as 3”.  Scattered frost, but shouldn’t be too much of a problem.   
 
Western NY 
Heavy frost Tuesday PM with low temperatures into mid-20’s. 
 
  Strawberries: Confirmed cyclamen mites in Allstar at one location; also winter damage on same variety at 4 locations. 
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DISCUSSION: 
Comments on Weeds:  Interesting question about the relative rankings of organic matter in soils which is often a 
critical factor with some herbicides.  General agreement that a LOW OM content would be <2%; MEDIUM OM would 
be 2-4% and HIGH OM would be >4%. 
 
Question about using Select 2EC in strawberries as a pre-emergent on grasses.  This herbicides requires an oil be added 
which could damage the flowers and cause early petal fall.  Wait until after bloom to spray, keeping an eye on the Days 
to Harvest (4 days). 
 
Some questions about managing Canada thistle in strawberries – Stinger is an excellent product for that weed. 
 
Other problem weeds are Chickweed in strawberries and Bedstraw in blueberries.   
 
Comments on Insects:  
Strawberry Bud Weevil (Clipper): Widespread pest of strawberries, SBW adult overwinters in hedgerows or mulch.  
Emerge in spring when temperatures reach about 60 F and begin feeding on immature pollen by piercing the 
unopened bud.  The female deposits a single egg in the bud, but while doing that punctures the stem of the bud with 
her snout causing the bud to be severed.  This prevents the flower bud from opening which would expose the 
developing egg and larvae.  The egg takes 6 days to hatch into a legless larvae, which then takes 3-4 weeks to move into 
a pupal stage.  All of this takes place within the detached bud. The pupal stage is about 10 days and then the adult 
emerges in late June and July.  Monitoring for clipped buds needs to take place in the spring – insecticide applications 
recommended when one clipped bud per 2’ of linear row.  2nd treatment should be made 10 days later.  SBW can build 
populations especially in heavily mulched fields with long cropping cycles.  Intense renovation practices with an 
insecticide treatment then, combined with cropping cycles of no more than 3 years will help reduce established 
populations of SBW. 
 

 
Clipped bud – feeding damage on sepals holes in petals from pollen feeding  Strawberry clipper weevil adult 

(Photos courtesy: http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/99-031.htm)  
 
Unidentified raspberry skeletonizer causing problems in 24” high tunnel raspberries. No culprit apprehended as yet. 
Seem to be located in areas that have more leaf litter.  Feeding on emerging primocanes right down to leaf mid-ribs.  
Aggressive feeding preventing good primocane development. 
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Additional Comments: 
Strawberries: Dale Riggs was watching the utility of multiple layers of row cover without overhead irrigation compared 
to irrigation alone for frost protection.  She saw some damage in the single layer of Typar 1.25 oz., but the double and 
triple layers suffered significantly less she thought. 

Also some conversation about how to assess winter damage in strawberry crowns.  Still seeing a fair amount of winter 
damage across the state.  Dark, damaged areas can be seen in crown tissue on the top or bottom of crown.  Many times 
you might see this in daughter plants that were not rooted as firmly as mother plants.  Strawberry plants develop 
symptoms of winter injury when ice crystals form in crown tissue disrupting cell membranes and functions. Winter 
injury can occur when temperatures in the crown drop below 10°F.  Heavy fall applications of N can leave strawberries 
more susceptible to winter injury.  Below are two photos of crown damage caused by winter injury – check the web 
page for additional information:   http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/IPM/english/strawberries/diseases-and-
disorders/winter-injury.html.   

 

   
 
Blueberries: A discussion about possible frost damage in blueberries; you will be able to detect frost injury within 1 
week if you see no fruit swell.  Usually the corolla will help protect embryo from damage, but critical temperatures are 
27 degrees when flower is open and about 25 degrees at pink bud.  A great website from the University of Michigan is 
available at: http://web1.msue.msu.edu/vanburen/bbfrzed.htm  


