
   Niagara County Equine Program 
5 Star Evaluation 

 
The Niagara County Equine Program 5 star evaluation is used 
as a tool to gauge youth’s levels of equine related education, 
comprehension, and achievements while participating in the 
county’s 4-H equine program. The intent of this program is to 
assist club leaders as well as individual members in mastery of 

various horse related topics. The series of content areas evaluated are designed to familiarize 
4-H equine members with a broad range of horse knowledge.  
 
The primary goal of this program is to assist our youth in gaining practical management, and 
working knowledge in all aspects of horses. The five evaluations are designed in a series of 
progressively more difficult steps geared towards the fifth and final star which represents 
mastery of equine content.  
 
The 5 star evaluations will be offered annually combining both written and oral testing 
formats. This year’s test will take place on Saturday April 1st  from 10-2 at the Niagara County 
Cooperative Extension Administration Building. The fifth level also consists of a riding or 
driving component which will take place during county equine camps.  
 
In an effort to have all equine members complete all testing the following recommendations 
have been established. Beginner 4-H members are encouraged to take only one star 
evaluation per year. Junior members just beginning the 5 star testing processes can take up to 
three challenge tests and senior members can take up to four tests their first evaluation year. 
Senior members that will be aging out can take all 5 evaluation tests with the riding and 
driving portion taking place during  county equine camps or Niagara County Fair.  
 
Following completion of all 5 stars the youth will be awarded a 
gift symbolizing this monumental accomplishment. For 
additional information contact Connie Zimicki at 716 946-4163. 
 

 
 



For continuity in evaluation the 4-H books Horse and Horsemanship as well as Horse 
Science should be used as educational references. These books can be purchased from 

the 4-H mall at http://www.4-hmall.org/Home.aspx. Page references refer to 2001 
versions of these reference books.  Additional information necessary for testing 

evaluation include the NYS 4-H Equine Rule book as well as information included in this 
packet. To pass star test individuals must score at least a 75%.  

 

First Star Content 
• You should be able to identify 10 parts of a horse. Study the parts of a horse picture on 

page 8 of Horse and Horsemanship. 
• You should be able to define the words blemish and unsoundness. Definitions found on  

page 12 in Horse Science. 
• You should be able to identify 10 parts of either an English/ Western saddle or driving 

harness AND 5 parts of an English, Western or Driving Bridle. (Horse and Horsemanship 
page 28-33) Harness and driving bridle references included in the packet. 

• You should be able to identify 5 grooming tools and explain how each is used. (Horse 
and Horsemanship page 35-36) 

• Be able to list the 5 basic horse coat colors (page 4 Horse and Horsemanship) 
• Read pages 51-53 in Horse and Horsemanship and be able to discuss basic horse safety 

outlined in these pages. 
• List three characteristics of good hay (Horse Science page 38) 

 Second Star Content 
• You should be able to identify 20 parts of a horse (page 8 of Horse and Horsemanship). 
• Identify 5 leg AND 5 face markings (Horse and Horsemanship pages 5,6) 
• You should be able to tie a quick release knot 
• You should be able to reassemble an English, Western or Driving bridle (Horse and 

Horsemanship page 28 or resource included in the packet) 
• You should be able to identify the following bits Curb, Tom Thumb, Pelham, Snaffle, 

Liverpool (Horse and Horsemanship pages 30, 31) 
• Should be able to name 5 breeds of horses, be prepared to give two facts about each. 
• Discuss 5 general guidelines for showing your horse. (Horse and Horsemanship page 54) 
• Should be able to state a horses normal vital signs (Horse Science page 51) 
• State the 5 types of nutrients required by horses (Horse Science page 32) 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=4-h+horse&um=1&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=655&tbm=isch&tbnid=XjiYK2eZk2Uz7M:&imgrefurl=http://utah4h.org/htm/resource-library/curriculum/horse-pony-continued/&docid=1eRNH0eQdwapbM&imgurl=http://utah4h.org/images/uploads/Curriculum/horse%20pony/4-H%20Horse%20Program%20Horse%20Science.jpg&w=231&h=300&ei=RaUHT7_dFcXc0QGPpJSfAg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=424&sig=114277200423939332780&page=5&tbnh=137&tbnw=105&start=75&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:16,s:75&tx=56&ty=
http://www.4-hmall.org/Home.aspx
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=4-h+horse&um=1&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=655&tbm=isch&tbnid=Tj7w9Wrra0--bM:&imgrefurl=http://utah4h.org/htm/resource-library/curriculum/horse-pony-continued/&docid=1eRNH0eQdwapbM&imgurl=http://utah4h.org/images/uploads/Curriculum/horse%20pony/4-H%20Horse%20Program%20Horses%20&%20Horsemanship.jpg&w=230&h=300&ei=RaUHT7_dFcXc0QGPpJSfAg&zoom


 

         Third Star Content 
 

• You should be able to identify the parts of the hoof, pastern and foot based on 
information found in Horse and Horsemanship pages 48,49 

• Define the word confirmation found on page 8 in Horse and Horsemanship   
• Be prepared to explain ideal shoulder and buttock lines AND identify leg confirmation 

defects. (page 12,13 Horse and Horsemanship) 
• Be able to list 3 internal and 3 external parasites (Horse Science page 52-55 and 56-58) 
• List 10 things you should have in a horse first aid kit (supplement provided) 
• You will be given 10 conditions from the “Common Unsoundness’s and Blemish’s” chart 

page 13 of Horse Science. You will need to match these conditions with their definition  
• Identify basic horse feeds (corn, oats, alfalfa cubes, pellets, sweet feed, beet pulp) 
• Be familiar with the vocabulary listed on page 27, 29 of Horse and Horsemanship 
• According to the NYS 4-H rule book (DRIVING DIVISION) be able to state the 5 gaits 

required in a pleasure driving class. 

 
Forth Star 
Content  

• Using the supplemental resource sheet included in this packet you should be able to 
identify 4 types of wounds and the appropriate treatments. 

• You will be given the chart on page 49 of Horse Science which outlines common equine 
diseases. The outstanding signs, treatment, and control sections will be paraphrased. 
You should be able to fill in the column with the name of each disease. 

• Be prepared to discuss the term “cast” as it refers to a horse in a stall (see supplement) 
• Be familiar with chapter four in Horse and Horsemanship. You should be able to identify 

the five separate gaits, and know the number of beats in walk, trot, and canter. 
Additionally you should be able to describe the 6 important features of a stride (pg 19). 

• Be able to list at least 5 methods used to prevent parasitism (Horse Science pg 58) 
• Be familiar with chapter two, and three of Horse and Horsemanship. Using the terms 

and concepts outlined in these chapters you will need to give an oral 
rational for the placing’s of the three horses given to judge. 

• According to the 4H rule book be prepared to label a dressage arena. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=4-h+clipart&um=1&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=655&tbm=isch&tbnid=SVEydpA51609sM:&imgrefurl=http://florida4h.org/news/marketing/page37clipart/pages/horse_gif.shtm&docid=Qq6MPj7KZQaUXM&imgurl=http://florida4h.org/news/marketing/page37clipart/horse.gif&w=1001&h=844&ei=HHMIT6X1Lono0QGv-9mdAg&zoom


 
Fifth Star Content 
 
75% written/oral 
25% demonstration 
 
Written 

• You should be able to list 5 care principles that promote good health as outlined in  
Horse Science page 45-46 

• According to the NYS 4-H rule book (DRIVING DIVISION) be prepared to list the 6 
personal appointments and attire required in the driving division. 

• You should be able to state 4 ways to estimate a horse’s age by the teeth. (Horse Science 
page 15,16, 17) 

• You should be able to define reproduction terms found in the glossary section of Horse 
Science on page 18,22,23. 

• According to the NYS 4-H rule book (GYMKHANA) be prepared to name the 8 classes 
used in state fair qualification. 

• Be familiar with the NYS 4-H rule book (MINIATURE EQUINE DIVISION). Questions will be 
asked regarding hunter and jumper classes. 

• Be prepared to label the digestive system (Horse Science page 28) 
 
Demonstration 

1.) Each participant will be judged on Showmanship at Halter using the following: 
 

Horse: Cleanliness, clipping, neatness of appearance, properly fitting halter 
Handler: Proper attire for discipline, neat, clean  
Pattern: pattern executed properly, use of ¼ system, posing, soundness 
 

2.) Participants will be required to demonstrating proficiency within their specific 
disciplines (english, western, gymkhana, miniature equine or driving) NYS 4-H Equine 
Rule Book will be used to determine demonstrations to be performed. 

 
  


