
Oneida Madison  Scouting Report 

September 11, 2015 

Weather: For the week  ending on September 6th 
Running total of GDD,s base 50 starting  May 1st as of  September 6th is 2339.  GDD accumulation for the week ending  8/30 was 

150 which is higher then we would expect this time of year. It may not be as apparent in the chart but rainfall in the past week was 

not widely distributed and was  1.3 “ at one location and no rain at the two the locations                                                             

Cropping activities: Growers were taking their 3rd cut or 4th cut on hay fields and some farms with bunks were start-

ing corn silage harvest. A few growers are tilling fields in preparation for planting winter wheat or barley. 

Crop Conditions: 

Hay 
Many folks are harvesting their last cut of the season before they start corn silage harvest .  I walked through a number of beautiful 

alfalfa fields this past week many of them 32-34” tall some starting to flower, some near full bloom.  For many growers that have 

aggressive cutting cycles this harvest will be delayed until it hits 42 days after the last harvest, with the intent of allowing  the 

plants to develop root reserves that will help them over winter. 

Potato leaf hopper numbers were very low  1-6 /30  sweeps. Below left is a picture of lepto leaf spot on alfalfa. 
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Corn 

Silage harvest begins: Many local farms 

that store their hay corn silage in bunks or drive 

over piles started harvesting this week.  3 Samples 

of  105-109 day BMR corn planted early May in 

Kirkland  had moisture ranging from 71-70%. 3 

samples from Cassville of 97-109 day BMR hy-

brids  planted in  early May had moisture ranging 

from 68-74%. 1 sample from Augusta of a 97 day 

conventional hybrid planted in early May was 

66% moisture. Any 95 day conventional corn 

planted in early May is probably at harvest  mois-

ture now. 

Eyespot is being found 

most commonly in scouted 

fields as in the picture to the 

left. 

 

Northern corn leaf 

spot is now being found in a 

few locations in our area. 

Northern corn leaf blight I identified some northern corn leaf blight 

(picture on left) in some fields in the southern part of the county.  Very early 

infection in the mid canopy. Only a few lesions per plant . With an extended 

forecast that  includes dry weather for the next several days I wouldn't expect 

this to affect yield at all. Still important to note  the field where it was found 

so that  a corn variety with high resistance can be planted  there next season. 

Checking corn kernels as you harvest silage 

All the whole kernels you see in the picture to the 

left is not what you want to see.  Nutritionists agree 

that you can increase milk production 2lbs by thor-

oughly processing kernels.  

 

Conditions can change from  field to field so it is 

important to check regularly to keep rollers adjusted  

for optimal processing. 



 

 

White mold is being found in spots in local 

fields. At fir st inspection you will note some 

wilted plants, upon further inspection of the lower 

portion of the plant you will see the white mold on 

the lower stem of the plant as pictured to the right. 

You will most likely not see an economic impact of 

applying a fungicide to fields showing few plants 

with these symptoms. The key is to make note of 

the fields with white mold and apply the manage-

ment that you can.  First try not to plant beans there 

for the next 3 years. If you can no-till that will help 

to kill off the fruiting structures left by the white 

mold. When you do replant soybeans try to plant a 

resistant variety. Plant in 30” rows to provide air 

drainage. 

The picture to the left shows  yellow flecks on the upper leaves of soybeans 

caused by downy mildew. Downy mildew is a common disease of soybeans 

caused by the fungus Peronospora manshurica  but doesn't cause economic 

damage.   

 

To manage this disease  use clean seed, bury crop residue, rotate crops and 

plant seed with resistance to the disease. 

Frogeye  leaf spot  was identified in a 

field in Remsen area in 3 different soy-

bean varieties.  This is usually not an 

economic problem. Should make a note 

if you have it and ask seedsman about  

varieties with resistance. 

 

Extension educators from across the 

state reported finding frogeye leaf spot 

in fields this past week. 

 

Tillage to bury infected leaves right 

after harvest, rotation  and use of re-

sistant varieties are the suggested 

means of control for this disease. 

Some later maturity soybeans are still 

turning while early maturity soybeans 

may be approaching harvest moisture 

in mid –September. 



 

 

 

 

 

Small Grains as cover crops 

Oats 

If you want to provide a cover crop for fall and into the winter and can plant in August or 

early September then oats are a good choice.  You will need to seed at  80-140lbs/ac. Low-

er rate for earlier planting and seed that is drilled. The seeding rate has to increase as we 

seed later into the season or if we broadcast the seed.  

 

You may be able to buy the seed cheap from a neighbor as bin run.  Germination may not 

be that good if it has not been cared for, for example, not stored well or allowed to heat up. 

Winter wheat 
Winter wheat is another good choice for a cover crop. There usually is a local supply of 

bin run seed that can be purchased at a more reasonable price. Winter wheat can be 

planted later than oats. Significant delays in planting may reduce its ability to provide a 

significant surface cover impacting its ability to reduce erosion. Plantings up to mid-

September will usually provide an excellent cover.  Seeding rates range from 70– 

200lbs/ac with lower rates for earlier seeding dates and drilling of seed with the rate 

increasing in broadcast seedings and delayed planting. Winter wheat will continue to 

grow in the spring providing all the benefits of a cover crop until the primary crop is 

planted. The negative aspect is that it must be killed to prevent competition with the 

primary crop so growers usually plow it under in the spring or spray it with glyphosate 

when it reaches a 6” height. 

Many small grains are good choices for cover crops because they 

germinate very rapidly, grow quickly and can provide a good sur-

face cover in a relatively short period of time. 

Winter rye grain Winter rye grain is probably the most commonly planted winter cover crop mainly 

because of delayed removal of the current crop and subsequent late planting of the 

cover crop. This is the only winter grain that will survive when planted in late 

October into November. 

 

The  seeding rate for rye grain ranges from 60-200lbs/ac  with the rate increasing 

when going from drilled to broadcast and when planting is delayed. Bin run rye is 

not always available because less growers combine the grain. So the cost of the 

seed or even its availability for purchase may be a barrier at times. 

 

It provides a good winter cover if seeded early enough, and excellent spring cover 

as it continues to grow but must be killed to avoid competition with the primary 

crop. Most growers plow the field up in the spring or spray glyphosate when the 

rye is 6” tall. 
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