
Oneida Madison  Scouting Report 

September 9, 2016 

Weather: For the week  ending on 9-4-2016 
Running total of GDD,s base 50 starting  May 1st  as of  September 4th is 2227.  There was no rain recorded during the week ending 

9-4-16.  GDDs accumulated after tassel (7/28) are at   

Cropping activities: Many growers continued to harvest hay  both baled and chopped for silage. This is that last har-

vest for all of these fields. Some growers began to open up fields for corn silage harvest last week. These farms are filling bunks 

with conventional corn hybrids at moistures in the high 60s. Growers with upright silos are waiting for moistures to come down a 

little more but should be checking moistures now. Some field were being prepared for winter wheat planting. 

Crop Conditions: 

Hay 
Many growers have short cutting cycles  on hay 

crops now: 28-32 days. This is an excellent ap-

proach to trap high quality forage but, it can re-

duce the longevity of alfalfa fields without more 

intensive management. Harvesting on this short 

interval puts more stress on the plants so grow-

ers must minimize stresses from other sources. 

Growers should take soil samples every other 

year to monitor needs of each stand especially 

potassium and pH. In addition as we enter Sep-

tember growers should pay attention to cutting 

cycle length, cutting date and date of the annual 

frost 28F. Growers should have one cutting cy-

cle, usually the second to last where a longer 

interval is provided 40-45 days (900GDDs) to 

allow plants to rebuild root reserves for im-

proved winter survival. Fields should be cut at 

6” height for the last harvest and on a date that 

doesn't allow much time for regrowth and  

GDDs 86/50F   2016 Weekly rainfall (in)  County 2016 

Growers taking their last harvest of  the season 

subsequent  depletion of root reserves.  
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Corn 

Noting sporadic bird damage in fields. This has the potential to become the site of infection for 

ear diseases. Starting to see some ear diseases like cladisporium and alternaria the black mold. 

White mold on ears may be an indication of fusarium. There is also some olive green mold on 

some ears that may indicate infection with Trichoderma or pennicillium. Ear diseases can cause 

problems with palatability or contain mycotoxins  

If you haven't already, its  time to check 

dry   matter of corn plants for silage 

harvest ! 

I continue to find fields with out breaks of northern corn leaf blight that has 

progressed rapidly in the past three weeks in fields with susceptible hybrids. 

It will not have an economic impact in these fields but growers should make 

a note and rotate or plan to plant a corn hybrid with resistance next season. 

Our chipper is broken but, if you can chop 6 stalks 

we would be glad to dry down the sample and 

report the results to you. 315-736-3394 ext 120 

Corn silage harvest has started!! 
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Bill Cox, Cornell, had some research trials to study the  quantity of 

GDDs required by corn plants  (post tassel) to reach harvest moisture 

levels. His study indicated that full season hybrids required 700-800 

GDDs (post Tassel)  to reach  30% dry matter which is the maximum  

moisture level for ensiling corn in bunks. 

 

The chart on the right indicates that between 700-800 GDDs have ac-

cumulated post tassel at 3 locations in Oneida County.  This should 

indicate that most growers need to check whole plant moisture to de-

termine if it is time to harvest corn for silage. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soybeans 

Most of our local soybean fields are at the R6 stage (full bean) 

foliage is starting to yellow in many fields. Some fields like 

that in the picture to the right are longer season beans 2.1s to 

2.3s that are now  48+” tall with 30 –40 pods per plant.  

The picture to the right 

shows  a soybean pod com-

pletely filled by the beans– 

this is full bean stage R6.  

There would be no economic 

benefit to apply insecticides 

or fungicides  to plants at this 

or any later stage of develop-

ment. 

Frogeye leaf spot is caused by Cercospora sojina.  

The frogeye pathogen survives in infested soybean residue. Tillage and 

crop rotation are effective means of reducing pathogen population. It is 

best to till in residue immediately after harvest . 

Some soybean varieties are less susceptible to frogeye leaf spot then 

others and should be considered when planting into a feld with signifi-

cant infection in prior years. 

Downy mildew Downy mildew is caused by the fungus 

Peronospora manshurica . Symptoms first appear on the 

upper surface of young leaves as pale green to light yellow 

spots which enlarge into pale to bright yellow spots.  

Plant clean seed. Do not plant seed from infected fields. 

If contaminated seed is planted the next season, the fungus 

can infect the seedling systemically and cause stunting and 

mottling of the leaves. 

Crop rotation and tillage. The downy mildew fungus 

survives in crop residue and on the surface of seed.  There-

fore, crop rotation or deep burial of infested crop residue is 

an effective way to reduce inoculum. 

Soybean variety. Numerous sources of resistance to P. 

manshurica are present in soybean germplasm although 

soybean varieties in grown in Iowa are not generally char-

acterized for downy mildew resistance. 


