
Oneida Madison  Scouting Report 

September 2, 2016 

Weather: For the week  ending on 8-28-2016 
Running total of GDD,s base 50 starting  May 1st  as of August 28th is 2111.  There was 0.6” of rain recorded during the week end-

ing 8-28-16.  

Cropping activities: Many growers harvested hay during the past 2 weeks. Some are ready to take their 4th harvest 

soon. 

Crop Conditions: 

Hay 
Many growers have short cutting cycles  on hay 

crops now: 28-32 days. This is an excellent ap-

proach to trap high quality forage but, it can re-

duce the longevity of alfalfa fields without more 

intensive management. Harvesting on this short 

interval puts more stress on the plants so grow-

ers must minimize stresses from other sources. 

Growers should take soil samples every other 

year to monitor needs of each stand especially 

potassium and pH. In addition as we enter Sep-

tember growers should pay attention to cutting 

cycle length, cutting date and date of the annual 

frost 28F. Growers should have one cutting cy-

cle, usually the second to last where a longer 

interval is provided 40-45 days (900GDDs) to 

allow plants to rebuild root reserves for im-

proved winter survival. Fields should be cut at 

6” height for the last harvest and on a date that 

doesn't allow much time for regrowth and  

GDDs 86/50F   2016 Weekly rainfall (in)  County 2016 
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0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

Verona NewHartford Chadwicks

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

5/1/2016 5/15/2016 5/29/2016 6/12/2016 6/26/2016 7/10/2016 7/24/2016 8/7/2016 8/21/2016

Verona New Hartford Chadwicks

subsequent  depletion of root reserves.  



 

Potato leaf hopper (PLH) The fields I swept this week 8-28-

2016 had low numbers of potato leaf hopper (3-5plh/30 sweeps) 

in alfalfa that was 10” ht or more was below economic thresh-

olds.  

Remember this pest has piercing sucking mouthparts and inserts 

that mouthpart into the midvein of your alfalfa leaflets taking 

up sap and leaving behind a toxin that blocks off the conduction 

of fluids from the point of injection to the leaf tip resulting in 

the yellowing or purling of the leaflet we call “leaf hopper 

burn”. That part of the leaflet is no longer able to photosynthe-

size and no longer produces sugars for the plant. The immediate 

effect is lower yield and protein content, the potential longer 

term effect is winterkill. 

PLH can reduce yield by as much as 1/2 ton per acre and also reduce the protein content of your hay. It is one of the most signifi-

cant pests of alfalfa in our area. Remember that is you see leaf hopper burn you have already lost yield and quality. The only way to  

prevent loss is to scout fields regularly and that means sweeping your alfalfa fields.   You start by purchasing or making a sweep net  

that is 15” in diameter. Walk 50’ or more into one of your alfalfa fields, move the net in a pendulum motion in front of you keeping 

the net in the top 3-5” of  the stand counting out 10 sweeps as you move forward into the stand (that is one set of sweeps).  You can 

picture that you just took a sample of the insects that are in the top 5 “ of your alfalfa’s canopy about 6’ wide by 15’ long. When you 

get to the end of your last sweep  give the net a quick snap down and up shaking all the insects to the bottom of the net. Then grab 

the net about mid way trapping all of them in the bottom of the net.  Push your fist upward through the hoop of the net  and turn so 

the net is in the sunlight. Quickly observe the rim of the net and count any PLH that you can see above where you have grabbed the 

net. With you other hand pull the  net from the center upward exposing a little bit of it at a a time so that you can count the PLH in 

the net. They can and will fly out of the net. Count all of the PLH until you have looked at the entire contents of the net. Turn the 

net inside out walk towards the center of the field on a diagonal and repeat the process adding each additional PLH to the count  and 

repeat one more time at the far end of the field. You should take a ruler and mark the base of your handle at 3”, 8”,  and 10”. At 

each site before you sweep you should measure the height of your alfalfa determining if the alfalfa is < 3”, 3-8”, 8-10” or >10”. 

Look at the chart below  to determine whether you are over or under the PLH threshold for management.  If the number of PLH you 

counted is at or less then the number in the N column of the chart associated with the  average height of the alfalfa, then you are 

under threshold. If the number of PLH is higher then that in the “N” column but lower then that in the M column you must do an-

other set of aweeps adding to your count and comparing the total with the chart and the number of sets of sweeps. If your count is in 

between the numbers in the N and M column for the number of sweeps move to another location and take another set of sweeps add 

to your count and compare to the chart. Repeat these steps until you have a definitive number that is either less then or equal to the 

number in the N column and you are under threshold or equal or greater then the number in the M column and you are over thresh-

old. 

Gempler’s 

PO Box 270 

211 Blue Mounds Road 

Mt. Horeb, WI  53572 

Phone: 1-800-382-8473 (orders) 

Phone: 1-800-332-6744 (customer service)  

Fax: 1-800-551-1128 

Web: www.gemplers.comBioQuip Products 17803 LaSalle 

Avenue, Gardena, California  90248-3602  Phone: 310-324-

0620 , Fax: 310-324-7931 Web: www.bioquip.com  

Sweep Nets Company, 3473 Meadowlands Ln, San Jose, 

CA 95135, Phone: 408-528-9283, Web: www.sweepnets.com 

Great Lakes IPM, INC, 10220 Church Road, Vestaburg, 

MI  48891-9746, Phone: 989-268-5693 / 989-268-5911 

Fax: 989-268-5311, Web: www.greatlakesipm.com 

 

 

Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 

    
Crop Height 

  

Sweep  
<3" 

 
3" - 7" 

 
8" - 10" 

  
>10" 

Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

2 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

3 
 2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 

4 
 4    *   11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  

5 
 5    *   13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 

6 
 7    *   15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 

7 
 9    *   16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 

8 
 11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 

9 
 13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  

10 
 19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 

http://www.gemplers.com/
http://www.bioquip.com/
http://www.sweepnets.com/
http://www.greatlakesipm.com/


Corn 

If you have a low inventory of corn silage and your crop looks like it 

may be insufficient it is time to talk to a local grain producer and see if 

you can buy their standing corn.  

I have developed a simple spread sheet to help grain producers and 

dairy producers evaluate the value of standing corn. Growers can enter 

different values for corn grain price and yield  to see how it changes per 

acre value for corn grain or silage. Call me if you want a copy.  315-736-

3394 x 120. 

Noting sporadic bird damage in fields. This has the potential to become 

the site of infection for ear diseases. Starting to see some ear diseases 

like cladisporium and alternaria the black mold. White mold on ears 

may be an indication of fusarium. There is also some olive green mold 

on some ears that may indicate infection with Trichoderma or pennicil-

lium. Ear diseases can cause problems with palatability or contain my-

cotoxins  

Time to check dry   

matter of corn plants 

for silage harvest ! 

One grower in Verona 

reported dry matters of  

23 to 27 in corn fields 

that had dented ears 

with 1/4 milkline.      

Another grower in 

Canastota reported  30-

31 % dry matter.   

I saw a few fields with out breaks of northern corn leaf blight that has pro-

gressed rapidly in the past two weeks in fields with susceptible hybrids. It 

will not have an economic impact in these fields but growers should make a 

note and rotate or plan to plant a corn hybrid with resistance next season. 

Our chipper is broken but, if you can 

chop 6 stalks we would be glad to dry 

down the sample and report the results to 

you. 315-736-3394 ext 120 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soybeans 

Most of our local soybean fields are at the R5to R6 stage 

(early bean  to full bean). Some fields like that in the picture 

to the right are longer season beans 2.1s to 2.3s that are now  

48+” tall with 30 –40 pods per plant.  

The picture to the right 

shows  a soybean pod com-

pletely filled by the beans– 

this is full bean stage R6.  

There would be no economic 

benefit to apply insecticides 

or fungicides  to plants at this 

or any later stage of develop-

ment. 

Frogeye leaf spot is caused by Cercospora sojina.  

The frogeye pathogen survives in infested soybean residue. Tillage and 

crop rotation are effective means of reducing pathogen population. It is 

best to till in residue immediately after harvest . 

Some soybean varieties are less susceptible to frogeye leaf spot then 

others and should be considered when planting into a feld with signifi-

cant infection in prior years. 

Downy mildew Downy mildew is caused by the fungus 

Peronospora manshurica . Symptoms first appear on the 

upper surface of young leaves as pale green to light yellow 

spots which enlarge into pale to bright yellow spots.  

Plant clean seed. Do not plant seed from infected fields. 

If contaminated seed is planted the next season, the fungus 

can infect the seedling systemically and cause stunting and 

mottling of the leaves. 

Crop rotation and tillage. The downy mildew fungus 

survives in crop residue and on the surface of seed.  There-

fore, crop rotation or deep burial of infested crop residue is 

an effective way to reduce inoculum. 

Soybean variety. Numerous sources of resistance to P. 

manshurica are present in soybean germplasm although 

soybean varieties in grown in Iowa are not generally char-

acterized for downy mildew resistance. 


