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Check out the Environment and Energy Program's monthly update to learn
more about: upcoming events, outdoor recreation, green living tips,
environmental resources and materials, and environmental notice bulletins
for Dutchess County.

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Dutchess County
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Millbrook, NY 12545
phone (845) 6778223 x 114
fax (845) 6776563
www.ccedutchess.org

The monthly update is sent out the beginning of every month and is posted
on CCE Dutchess County's website. Past updates can be found on our
website under the "Energy" or "Environment" tabs, by clicking on the green
box in the upper right hand corner.
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Upcoming and Ongoing Events
Advocacy 101: First Steps to Civic Engagement: Wednesday, March 22,
2017: 6:30 pm  7:30 pm. Scenic Hudson's River Center, 8 Long Dock Rd,
Beacon, NY. At this informative session, led by Scenic Hudson Director of
Public Policy Andy Bicking, you'll learn the most effective ways to make
your voice heard by key decision makers.
Topics will include:
The ABCs of how bills become law at the local, state and federal
levels
Tips for communicating with elected officials
Principles for developing successful advocacy campaigns
QUESTIONS OR TO RSVP? Contact Scenic Hudson Parks Event and
Volunteer Coordinator Anthony Coneski: aconeski@scenichudson.org or 845
4734440, ext. 273. For more information, click here.
Hudson Valley Bald Eagles: Our Greatest Ecological
Recovery: Saturday, April 1, 2017: 10:00 AM. Presented by Tom Lake,
NYSDEC Hudson River Estuary Program consulting naturalist, at the
Poughkeepsie Public Library, 141 Boardman Road, Poughkeepsie. For more
information, email dshon@poklib.org or call 8454853445 x3313.
NYSDEC Climate Smart Communities Webinar: To register for the
webinar, provide your name and community affiliation to the Office of Climate

Follow CCEDC!
Connect with us on
social media!

Change at climatechange@dec.ny.gov or 5184028448. For more information
on the Climate Smart Communities Program, click here.
Repair Cafes: Fixing Stuff and Creating Community: Thursday,
March 9, 2017: 10:30 AM  12:00 PM.
How can municipalities engage their residents in reducing emissions
from solid waste? Repair Cafes are one strategy that prevents waste
from entering landfills and helps people see their "stuff" in a different
way. These fun and satisfying gatherings bring together people who
have beloved but broken possessions with volunteers who have the
skills to fix those items. This Climate Smart Communities webinar will
describe the work of eight Repair Café projects in New York's Hudson
Valley. Sponsors of the Repair Cafés will share their experiences and
explain how other interested communities can follow their
example. Repair Cafe Hudson Valley has been organizing free events
since 2013 and facilitating the repair of countless items ranging from
vacuums to stuffed animals.

Get Outside!
DEC Outdoor Discovery Newsletter:
February, 2017
Including the February
Conservationist Magazine
Hudson River Almanac:
The DEC's Hudson River Almanac is a
natural history journal, updated weekly,
that encompasses the Hudson River,
from the Adirondacks to New York
Harbor. To view the almanac, visit:
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/25608.html
If you like what you see, please
consider forwarding to a friend by
using the button below:

Funding Opportunities
Clean Energy Communities
Designated Clean Energy Communities are eligible to apply for funding of up
to $250,000 to support clean energy projects, with no local cost share and
with the option of receiving up to 25 percent paid in advance. To be eligible,
communities must complete 4 of 10 priority actions. One is being certified in
the Climate Smart Communities program. Free local technical support is
available to assist in completing actions and applying for designation. Open
application until September 30, 2019, or until funds run out with free
local technical support.
DEC Announces $1 Million
Grant Funding to Improve
Water Quality, Bolster Flood
Resiliency in Hudson River
Estuary Watershed
Approximately $1,000,000 in
grant funding is available to help
communities in the Hudson River
Estuary watershed improve water
quality, increase flood resiliency,
and conserve natural resources,
Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC)
Commissioner Basil Seggos
announced today. The funding is
provided by the State's Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) and is

administered under DEC's 2017 Hudson River Estuary Grants Program for
Tributary Restoration and Resiliency.
The Tributary Restoration and Resiliency grants will help Hudson
communities remove dams to restore aquatic habitat connectivity for
American eel and/or river herring found in tributary streams of the estuary.
The grants are also intended to help communities with existing and projected
impacts of localized flooding along tributaries of the estuary by removing
constrictions.
To be eligible for this funding, projects must conserve and restore aquatic
habitat connectivity for American eel and/or river herring found in the tributary
streams of the Hudson River estuary watershed. Projects must also be
designed to pass, at a minimum, a one percent annual chance storm (100
year flood) to promote flood resiliency. Priority will be given to dam removal
projects that are in close proximity to the Hudson, because of their
importance for improving habitat for American eel and river herring.
Engineering and planning projects for removal of dams and for rightsizing of
culverts affecting eel or herring migration anywhere in the estuary watershed
are also eligible for funding. A map of identified and prioritized barriers can be
viewed at www.dec.ny.gov/lands/99489.html. The minimum grant award is
$10,500 and the maximum award is $1,000,000. The application deadline
is 3:00 p.m. on April 6, 2017.
Restoration of Watershed Connectivity
Request for Proposals
The New England Interstate Water Pollution
Control Commission (NEIWPCC), in
cooperation with DEC's Hudson River
Estuary Program, is inviting proposals for
projects that will help restore aquatic habitat
connectivity for herring and eel, and reduce
localized flood risks and conditions on
Hudson River estuary tributaries.
Approximately $200,000 is available. The
deadline for applications is 12 noon on April
14, 2017.
The grant opportunity will fund three project
types: field assessments of culverts and
bridges where a public road crosses a stream;
development of a municipal management plan for prioritizing and mitigating
documented aquatic barriers (dams, bridges and culverts) with at least one
100% shovelready design for mitigation; and, 100% shovelready engineering
designs for mitigating culverts that are barriers to fish migration at priority
roadstream crossings. To view and apply for this Request for Proposals,
visit the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission
website. More information also is available on the Funding Opportunities for
the Hudson River Estuary page on DEC's website.

Environmental Notice Bulletins
Environmental Notice Bulletins include SEQR and related notices, SPDES
renewals, and completed DEC applications, as well as other related
environmental notices for Dutchess County.
SPDES (State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System)  The New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) receives
applications to renew permits for SPDES. Under SPDES, the DEC can
control wastewater and stormwater discharges in compliance with the Clean
Water Act.

February 15, 2017

SPDES Renewals: www.dec.ny.gov/enb/20170215_spdes.html#3
Town of Wappinger: Deadline for comments: March 17, 2017

February 8, 2017

SPDES Renewals: www.dec.ny.gov/enb/20170208_spdes.html#3
Town of East Fishkill: Deadline for comments: March 10, 2017

Through quality educational programs,
Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County builds
strong, healthy youth, adults, families and communities while
enhancing the economic, social, agricultural, and natural resources of
Dutchess County.
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator
recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals
with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment
opportunities. The County of Dutchess partially funds Cooperative
Extension programming in Dutchess County.
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