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A message from Ron Bunce 
 After ten years working with many of you to strengthen our 

farms and farm families I have decided to take on a different 

challenge and begin a new chapter.  Even as I leave Cooperative 

Extension I remain deeply committed to agriculture, food systems and 

our farm families who work in this great industry.  I recognize a 

number of local, state and even national accomplishments over the 

course of my years but I know much remains to be done. I remain 

convinced that Extension, when done well, is a driving force for 

change and innovation in, and with, local communities.  I hope that 

each of you commit to playing a role in shaping its future for decades 

to come.  

 My deepest gratitude to you, CCE staff and the Board of 

Directors for your support, your friendship and for sharing many 

rewarding and unforgettable years with me.  

Best to you always! Ron Bunce 

2016 Oneida County Crop Congress 

Jan 6, 2016  Whites farm Supply 962 State Route 12, Waterville, NY  

Time Topic Speaker 

9:30 Registration  

10:00 
Pests found in our local crops and their management  

in 2016 season 

Jeff Miller CCE 

Oneida/Madison 

10:45 

Intensively managing alfalfa, first year  

research results comparing  

conventional and  low lignin alfalfa with grasses 

Jerry Cherney, 

Cornell 

11:30 
Soybean white mold management,  

common diseases of alfalfa 

Keith Waldron 

NYS IPM 

12:15 Lunch Whites Farm Supply  

12:45 
Intercropping (cover crops in corn)   

research results 

Chris Pelzer,  

Cornell 

1:30 

Water quality and manure  

management on sensitive soils  

(shallow to bedrock, karst) 

Karl Czymmek, 

Cornell 

2:15 Solar applications on farms  
Mary Wrege,  

CCE Oneida 

2:45 Q/A  

   

Call Liz or Chris at 315-841-4181 to preregister by December 30th.  

Lunch provided by Whites Farm Supply.  

Estimated 2.25 NYSDEC credits. Estimated 3.75 CCA credits. 
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Upcoming Events 

Up Coming Winter Shop Meetings 
December 16th 12-2:00pm at Jim McConnell’s farm,  

7874 Maxwell Rd. in Clinton. Featured guest speaker will be Gary 

Sherwood who will discuss strategies for putting the 2015 harvest to 

best use in your herd.  Free to attend, light lunch to be served.   

January 13th 12-2:00pm at Richardson Farms, 

5959 Skinner Rd. in Vernon Center.  Featured guest speaker will be 

Carol Gillis, NY Beef Council. We will be discussing the importance of 

responsible antibiotic use in our bull calves.  Free to attend, light 

lunch to be served.  

Please RSVP for both or either at 736-3394 ext 132 

Tile Drainage Workshop 
Wednesday Dec 9th——-10am to 3pm 

American Legion, 8083 Rt 20 Sangerfield 

$13 includes lunch, Pre-registration is required by Dec 3rd 

By calling 866-7920 OR Register online at:  

http://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/events.php 

5 Soil & Water CCA Credits will be available 

9:30—10   Registration 
10—10:45 Tile Drainage Economics & Agronomic Benefits, Eric Young  
10:45—11:30 Conservation Compliance  Tony Capraro, Mary Snider 
11:30—12:10 Using Aerial Photos and GIS to site Drainage,  Bill Verbeten 
12:10—12:55 Lunch 
12:55—1:40 Installing Drainage Systems   Troy Finn, Finndale Farm  
1:40—2:05 Maintenance, Operation, and Fixing Problems in Existing 
   Systems, Pat VanLieshout, Brabant Farm 
2:05—2:45 Minimizing Environmental Risks of the Drainage Water   
  Larry Goerhing 
2:45—3  Panel discussion Q/A 

Handmade Holidays Workshop at CCE Oneida County 

December 5th from 10-12pm  

If you can trace and color within the lines you can create a beautiful 

piece of faux stained glass artwork.  While the project is simple it  

does take some patience so the project is best for those 8 and up.   

Cost for the class is $5 for 4-H Members and $6 for the public.  

Visit www.cceoneida/events to register, or call 736-3394 ext 105. 

http://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/events.php


Free On Line Marketing Opportunity for  

Bulk Meat Producers 
 I’m reaching out to let you know that MeatSuite.com has 

expanded to your county. MeatSuite.com is a free online directory of 

regional livestock farms selling meat in bulk quantities. MeatSuite is a 

project of Cornell Cooperative Extension. This expansion of the site is 

funded by the New York Farm Viability Institute.  

 MeatSuite started in 2012 in 9 counties and now 16 more 

counties, including ours, are joining.  MeatSuite is designed to 

increase freezer trade sales of local meat by connecting farms with 

consumers. Farms can create profiles featuring contact information, 

prices, photographs, and descriptions of products, practices, and 

more. Consumers visit the site to search for farms that match their 

buying preferences.  

 MeatSuite is FREE for farms and consumers. Creating a 

MeatSuite profile is an easy way to reach new potential customers and 

expand your farm’s online presence. MeatSuite offers you an 

opportunity to explain to consumers why your farm is unique.  

 While we cannot guarantee that MeatSuite will generate sales 

for you, we encourage you to take a few minutes to join. It’s easy, 

fast, and free, and the more farms that join, the more consumers will 

see MeatSuite as a great shopping resource.  

In Oneida County call Marylynn Collins 736-3394 ext. 132 or  

In Madison County call Katherine Brosnan 684-3001 ext. 100  

 CCE Oneida and Madison will be holding FREE 

informational sessions with the NYS Dept. of Labor, to shine 

some light on employee requirements  

and responsibilities of agricultural. 
 The US Small Business Association Office of Advocacy statistics show 
that it costs the smallest of businesses almost $7,000 per employee every year 
to comply with federal regulations. That cost places a burden on small 

business that is 60 percent greater than costs incurred by large corporations. 
This statistic does not include your State regulations. As you lessen some of 
the Human risk on your farm by using job descriptions, safety training, and 
performance reviews, taking the time to be sure employee documentation is 
completed along with having insurance certificates and poster requirements 
appropriately displayed appears like a good investment. 
  Both sessions will cover the same material.  The first session will be 

held on Tuesday,  December 1 from 7-9 pm, at CCE Madison County, 100 
Eaton Street, Morrisville.   The second session will be held on Wednesday, 
December 2  from 7-9 pm, at CCE Oneida County.  121 Second Street, 
Oriskany.   Registration is necessary to be sure enough materials will be 
available. 
Anyone interested in attending either session, please RSVP to Bonnie Collins 

bsc33@cornell.edu– or  736-3394 ext. 104 or 684-3001 ext. 104  

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu
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4-H Communication Workshop 

4-H provides programing so youth can be comfortable speaking in 

public.  The Public Presentation Program is one of 4-H’s most 

beneficial and rewarding experiences.  It is the one most often 

credited by 4-H alumni as having given them an edge above peers in 

both college and professional careers.  

The Madison County 4-H office will be offering a communications 

workshop on Saturday, December 12 at 10 a.m. to noon.   

Dr. Heather Ferrara from Cazenovia College will discuss presentation 

structure and keeping the audience's attention.  If you are interested 

in becoming a better public speaker this workshop is for you.    

Please contact Alycia Schick at 315-684-3001 ext. 110 or by email 

ans74@cornell.edu for more information.  If you would like to 

register on line, please follow this link,  https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/

event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?

event=Madison4HCommunicationWorkshop_225 

SAVE THE DATE 

Friday Jan 15, 2016  at CCE Oneida County  11am—1:30 pm  

Calf Health Program 

Complete details will be in the January 2016 Issue of Farm Flash 

Or check our events page closer to the event date  

www.cceoneida.com/events 

Please RSVP Marylynn Collins 736-3394 ext 132  

by Monday January 11th   

Crop congress Madison County 

Wednesday, March 16th 2016 

Empire Tractor, 2893 Rte 20, East Cazenovia, NY 

Lunch provided by Empire Tractor,  

Preregister by calling 315-655-8146 by  March 11th. 

NYSDEC credits & CCA credits will be available 

Annie’s Project level 2, “Managing for Today and Tomorrow”  

will be offered at CCE Oneida County beginning on Wed. March 2nd 

and running 5 consecutive Wednesdays from 5:30 to 9pm 

To register or for additional information please call Bonnie at  

736-3394 ext 104 OR bsc33@cornell.edu 

This course will also be offered at  

several locations across NY state this Fall/Winter.   

For more information on these dates and locations please go to  

Www. cceoneida.com/agriculture/anniesproject  

mailto:ans74@cornell.edu


Leaving My Comfort Zone 

By: Marylynn Collins 

 I have a confession to make.  Maybe it’s more of an apology 

really. This message is to all the hard working, dedicated and 

determined dairy producers in our area, I owe you an apology.  I had an 

opportunity to thank a consumer and promote the economic significance 

of family farms and I did not take advantage of that opportunity. I had a 

unique situation to educate a young, future dairy product consumer and 

shed positive light on our industry by sharing my connections to dairy 

farming and I let it slip by. Please allow me to explain.   

 While making a mad dash through our local grocery store last 

week, I rounded the corner of the dairy isle to witness a mother and her 

son in conversation.  I don’t normally make a habit out of eaves 

dropping, but this particular dialogue caught my attention and had an 

impact on me.  Overheard in the dairy isle:  

Son: “Mom, here is the pumpkin flavored Chobani yogurt you were 

looking for. 

Mother: “Oh great! Put six in the cart please.” 

Son: “Only six Mom?  You said earlier you were going to load the whole 

cart full of yogurt because you are so crazy about it.” 

What I said: Nothing.  What I should have said was thank you. Had I 

had more nerve and confidence at that particular time, I might have also 

added something like, “thank you for supporting local dairy farms”. Or 

this, “ my husband is a partner in his family’s dairy farm and their milk 

is used in Chobani’s yogurt, so thank you for helping to support not only 

my family, but the three other families and employees connected to our 

dairy business”. The conversation, had I initiated it could have gone in a 

multitude of directions. That’s the key: Had I initiated it. Unfortunately,  

I dropped the ball and did not pursue the opportunity to share with this 

particular consumer my connection to the dairy industry and highlight 

the positives in our industry.  What I described above may seem trivial, 

but I have found myself rethinking the situation multiple times since 

hearing the conversation, and asking myself why did I not speak up and 

share my story?    

 Since that non communicative experience I have had the 

opportunity to attend NY Farm Bureau’s event titled “Opening the Barn 

Door”: Communicating With the Public About Your Animals & Your 

Business that was held in Syracuse in October.  The full day event 

featured an exceptional line up of speakers, one of which was Temple 

Grandin.  If you haven’t had the chance to read any of her books or hear 

her speak in person, put it on your bucket list of things to do.  She is as 

entertaining as she is informative about animal welfare issues in both 

the beef and dairy industries as well as consumer relations and animal 

activist concerns. The following quote by Temple has helped to open my 

eyes and bring further awareness to the importance of sharing our story 

with the public and our consumers.   “The activists have done a much 

better job of communication with the public. When you get bashed, you  
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need to be opening a door, not shutting a door, because when you shut 

the door, that’s automatic implied guilt.”  Animal activists and now 

consumers are paying much closer attention to animal agriculture 

practices.  Consumers want to know where their food is coming from 

and want to know that it was raised under the most responsible 

practices.  It has become clearer to me the importance of speaking out 

and sharing more about what we do, and don’t do as farmers, be that 

dairy or livestock.  If the dairy industry, and animal agriculture as a 

whole, continues to remain tight lipped and allow animal activists to 

misinform our consumers then they are that much closer to their goal 

of eliminating animal agriculture as we know it.  We need to reach our 

consumers first! 

 The other speaker on the agenda that impacted me was Jessica 

Ziehm with the NY Animal Agriculture Coalition.  Ziehm, the director of 

NYAAC is a wife of a dairy producer, a beef producer, a working mother 

of two, and a consumer who spoke enthusiastically about the 

importance of dairy producers getting out of their comfort zone and 

telling their story to the consumers. She highlighted the importance of 

owning our actions, that is the actions and practices we use on our 

farms every day.  If we are not willing to own the actions, then there 

need to be changes on our farms.  She spoke to the importance of 

being transparent with the public. Let them see the actions we own and 

explain why we choose to perform those actions. She encouraged 

farmers to get personal when engaging with the public.  We can 

accomplish this by sharing our personal values and how they relate to 

our farms.  She explained further that communicating those shared 

values with your consumers is 3 to 5 times more important to them 

than sharing your skills, your competence or science. Making time to 

share our story doesn’t have to be difficult, but it will take time.  It 

doesn’t have to entail spending hours at a time in the dairy isle 

pouncing on innocent customers as they reach for a gallon of milk or a 

pound of butter, forcing them to listen to your list of cow names.  (That 

would be extreme). Ziehm provided the following suggestions for 

getting out there and initiating a conversation as well as ways to share 

your farms’ story.  

   (Continued on next page) 

To view this issue and past issues of  

Farm Flash in FULL color please visit our website 

http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters/ 



  Knock on doors 

  Host a farm tour 

  Public open house 

  Get on social media 

  Newsletter for neighbors 

  Exhibit at county fair 

  Host a dinner at home 

  Assist with county ag event 

  Adopt a calf to a classroom 

  Be in a local parade 

  Free sweet corn 

  Sponsor local sports team 

  Speak at town board 

  Write a letter to the editor 

  Volunteer at local school 

  Buy an ad on diner placemats 

  Do community service 

  Send postcards as a thank you 

  Be on the town board 

  Farm tee shirts 

Many of the above suggestions do not require a lot of effort or time.   

I particularly liked the idea of writing a farm newsletter to keep 

neighbors informed and educated.  This could possibly be assigned to  

the younger generation on farm, those high schoolers looking to perform 

community service hours? Set them in front of the computer and give 

them the task of sharing with neighbors what is happening on the farm.   

The ball is now in our court.  Long gone are the days were we go about 

our daily chores with our head in the sand.  Isn’t it time we stand up 

collectively in the animal agriculture industry and speak our mind?  

Don’t be a ball dropper. 

Farmers Markets 2015/2016 FALL/WINTER MARKETS  
 

Oneida County Public Market Union Station, Downtown Utica 9am to 1pm 
Holiday Markets are Nov 7, 21, Dec 5, 19  Winter Markets are Jan 9, Feb 13, 

March 12, April 9 Contact: Beth Irons (315) 798-3639  
 

Westmoreland Winter Market, Westmoreland Fire House 101 Station Rd 
9am-1pm Second Sat of month Nov & Dec & First Sat of the month Jan—April  

Contact: Denise and Bernie Szarek, (315) 853-5901  

 
Waterville Market Fridays, 2:00pm to 6:00pm 122 Barton Ave. (Village House)  

Second and Fourth Wed from Dec until May  
Contact: Debra Atkinson (315) 750-5785  

 
Dunham Public Library Mondays, 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm 76 Main St, Whitesboro,  

First and Third Monday Middle of October to the Middle of May  
Contact: Sue Hansen (315) 736-9734  



Farmyard Outdoor Lighting Energy Efficiency 
Submitted by Mary Wrege 

With the recent clock turn back, we are using outdoor lighting earlier 

during our waking hours.  I spoke with my counterpart at the University 

of Wisconsin who had some insights on farmyard outdoor lighting.  He 

shared the following resources with me that I wanted to pass along. 

Yard Lights 

Many farms have a yard light at a central 

location on the farmstead. These lights are 

turned on by a photo-control and operate on a 

year round basis for an average of 12 hours per 

day. A large proportion (about 30% or more) of 

the light from a typical yard light never makes it 

to the intended target; the light goes up or 

sideways. If a fixture is used with a full cut-off 

parabolic reflector such as the Hubbell Skycap 

(see included photo) or a GE Sky Guard, 47% 

more light will make it to the ground, which 

means the fixture could be replaced with a lower 

wattage lamp and still maintain the same amount of illumination of the 

target area. If the lamp type was changed from a mercury vapor (MV) to 

a high pressure sodium (HPS) or metal halide (MH) lamp, the wattage 

could be reduced further because these lamps emit more lumens per 

watt. The typical 175-watt MV yard light uses about 200 watts when the 

ballast losses are included which amounts to 876 kWh of electricity per 

year or $75 per year cost at $0.085/kWh. If the MV lamp fixture is 

replaced with a 70-watt HPS fixture with a full cutoff reflector, the 

operating cost would be reduced to $39 per year. The cost of the fixture 

is estimated at $80 - $100 for a 3.3 to 3.8 year payback with a $50 

installation cost included. 

Lighting Controls 

There are several technologies that can be used to control lights. 

 Half-night lighting photo-controller In many cases, lighting is 

not necessary in the early morning hours as there is little animal or 

people activity. If this is the case, the dusk to dawn photo-controller 

that comes with a yard light can be replaced with a half-night lighting 

photo-controller. The half-night controller measures the night length 

every night and switches the light off half way through the night, saving 

half the electricity and reducing light pollution. Based on the energy cost 

savings, the payback on the $50 investment for retrofitting a 175-watt 

mercury vapor yard light with a half night photo controller is about 1.5 

years. The controller has a rated life of 13+ years. The DPN half-night 

photo sensor is manufactured by Thomas and Betts and will likely have 

to be ordered from an electrical supply distributor (Part number: DPN 

124 2.6 TMGN). It will not likely be available from your local hardware 

or building supply store. 
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 Motion detector and a halogen lamp If a yard light's purpose is  

 for security or to light an area used for short term activity such as 

walking between buildings, a halogen lamp and motion detector will 

provide light when needed for a few dollars per year. If security is the 

major concern, motion sensors can be installed in parallel to target many 

different areas. Lights can be wired so if motion is detected, numerous 

lights can be illuminated at once, surprising an intruder. This type of lamp 

is available at most electrical and building supply outlets. If normal 

activity would cause the halogen lamp to operate more than 30% of the 

night hours, an high pressure sodium HID lamp operating all night would 

be more cost effective. 
Time clock A time clock can be an effective control device especially 

when light requirements are at hours other than the first half of the night 

or the light requirement would not lend itself to the use of a motion 

sensor. Lighting around farm buildings during evening and early morning 

chore times would be an example of a good use of a time clock to control 

lights where other controls would not be flexible enough or cost more to 

operate. 
Photo-sensors  

Photo-sensors are currently used with most yard lights to turn them on  

at dusk and off at dawn. They are also useful when used in conjunction 

with a time clock. An example of this combination would be used to 

control lighting for long day lighting of dairy cows. The photo-sensor 

would turn the freestall barn lights on at dusk and the time clock would 

turn the lights off at some point in the night and back on early in the 

morning before sunrise. The photo-sensor would then turn the lights off 

once there was some minimum level of daylight. 

For more information please visit: http://www.uwex.edu/energy/lighting_OL.html 

Job Posting:  Ag Chemicals Sales Representatives  

 Timac Agro USA, a world-wide leader in plant and animal nutrition 
products, is expanding in the US and is looking for talented Agriculture 
professionals to work in regional territories in the eastern, western, and 

Finger Lakes areas of New York. 

 If selected you will promote our products (Biostimulants, Specialty 
Fertilizers, etc.) to farmers and growers, working closely with our local 
distributors.  
 Interested candidates should have a BS or higher in Agronomy or an 
Ag-related field and ideally,  2+ years of experience selling Fertilizers, Ag 
Chemicals, or Seeds directly to farmers and growers. You should have good 

knowledge of agriculture and soil conditions in New York.   
 Individuals with strong existing relationships with the farming 
community and knowledge of Ag Fertilizer/Chemicals are also encouraged to 
apply.  
For consideration, send your resume and cover letter by email to 
BWise@timacusa.com.  Timac Agro USA is an equal opportunity employer.  

http://www.uwex.edu/energy/lighting_OL.html


When Will We Know Section 179 Amounts?  
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

 We continue to have the question asked about what will Section 179 be 
for 2015 and when will we know.  Currently, a farmer is only allowed to deduct 
$25,000 under Section 179 and if the farmer spends more than $225,000 on 
equipment, then they are not allowed to deduct any Section 179. 

 Both the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Finance 
Committee have communicated that doing the tax extenders bill before year-end 
is a priority.  It is likely that Section 179 will be at the $500,000 amount and 
likely that 50% bonus depreciation will be extended too.  There is serious 
discussion about extending these provisions through December 31, 2016 and 
even some discussion on extending until December 31, 2017. 
 There is an option that farmers can use to optimize Section 179 even you 

don’t know that actual amount.  Here is the structure of the planning: 

 First, the farmer determines the total amount of farm equipment that they 

will purchase during the year (either already bought or will buy), 

 Second, the farmer enters into a deferred payment contract for the amount 

of equipment purchases.  These deferred payment contracts will be in 
addition to the normal amount of grain a farmer sells via deferred payment 
contracts. 

 Third, if Section remains at the current $25,000 level, the farmer reports the 

extra grain income sold via a deferred payment in 2016 (as they normally 

would). 

 Fourth, if Section 179 is increased to $500,000, the farmer will elect to bring 

deferred payment contract income into 2015 and use it to offset the Section 
179 deduction. 

 Care must be taken to have a few deferred payment contracts since the 

election to report income is on a contract by contract basis.  Second, if you do 
report this income in 2015, make sure you don’t report it in 2016 too. 
Let’s look at an example: 
Farmer Bean would like to optimize his farm income at $150,000 for 2015.  He 
has already purchased a new farm tractor for $325,000 and plans to spend about 
$150,000 on additional farm equipment.  He has already optimized his farm 
income at the $150,000.  Since he knows he will be spending $475,000 on 

equipment that might be available for Section 179, he goes and enters into 6 
deferred payment contracts.  Two of these contracts are for $200,000 each and 
four of them are at $25,000.  If Congress does not increase Section 179, he does 
nothing with the contracts and reports the grain sales in 2016 and his 2015 
income remains at $150,000.  However, if Congress bumps Section 179 to 
$500,000, he decides that $450,000 of Section 179 is his optimum amount.  He 
reports the two large deferred payment contracts and two of the smaller ones on 

his 2015 tax return.  This brings $450,000 of income into 2015 which he then 
uses $450,000 of Section 179 to bring his income back to $150,000. 
The bottom line for our farmers is that they flexibility that other business 
taxpayers do not have and can take advantage of Section 179 even if they don’t 
know what the allowed amount is.  (Reference Paul Neiffer, CPA ) 



Crop Shorts 

By Jeff Miller 

Saving on fertilizer costs  Growers can achieve great savings from 

soil sampling and planning fertilizer rates based on soil test results. I 

worked with a number of growers this past winter helping them to 

develop a fertilizer plan for their crops, one grower stated that they 

saved $125,000 in fertilizer costs in the 2015 cropping season. 

The first and most important step is taking soil samples from your fields. 

You can find information on our website on how to take a soil sample    

http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/crop-production/soils-and-soil-

testing/  or if you want a hard copy give me a call at 736-3394 x 120.   

 The second step is sending your samples to the right lab. That 

would be a lab that bases its recommendations on actual fertilizer trials 

conducted in your state.  There are only two labs (Dairyone : AgroOne 

analysis and University of Maine Soil Testing Lab – morgan extraction) 

that use the lab procedure that allows them to make recommendations 

based on the research trials conducted in NY by Cornell.  

 The third step is assessing what other nutrient sources will 

contribute to your crops  for the 2016 cropping season . So crop 

rotations have to be added to the soil test information and manure rates 

and analysis have to be determined to account for their contributions. 

 The fourth step is to organize the information so that similar 

fertilizer requirements are grouped together and this is accomplished by 

sorting the information by crop and years in the rotation, for example:  

the nutrients needs to establish alfalfa are greatly different then 

fertilizer needs in the second and third year after establishment, 

similarly the 1st year of corn after hay needs little additional nitrogen 

because of the large amount of N supplied by the hay crop residue. If 

you want additional information, there are a number of fact sheets on 

corn fertilizer needs on our website  http://www.cceoneida.com/

agriculture/specific-crops/corn/fertilizer-nutrient-management/ and 

similar factsheets  for other field crops.  

 The fifth step is to determine the least amount of fertilizer 

analyses you will need to buy for application at the time of planting. 

Calculate the rates  needed to meet crop needs and multiply by the 

number of acres to determine the total quantities needed. 

 The sixth  step is a practical consideration:  for fertilizer nutrients 

that may be required in larger quantities and have low loss potential.  

An example would be the need to increase pH in fields prior to planting a 

crop that has higher pH requirements like alfalfa or soybeans.  Lime has 

to applied at rates of tons/acre and also needs to be applied a minimum 

of 9 months in advance of the pH sensitive crop to allow for chemical 

reactions to occur. Another example is potash applications to alfalfa or 

corn fields. You may apply higher rates of potash, like 80-120lbs/acre,  

and because K has  a low potential for loss it can be broadcast applied to 

fields either prior to the planting of the crop (in corn production) or after 

a hay harvest.  

http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/crop-production/soils-and-soil-testing/
http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/crop-production/soils-and-soil-testing/
http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/specific-crops/corn/fertilizer-nutrient-management/
http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/specific-crops/corn/fertilizer-nutrient-management/


 The seventh step is to calculate the additional nitrogen you will 

need to apply to your corn crop based on the number of years in the 

rotation and  quantity of N supplied by other sources. The N fertilizer 

type, timing and  method of application will help determine if using an 

enhanced nitrogen product like a urease inhibitor is warranted. 

The final step is calculating the total tons needed of each fertilizer type 

and analysis. 

 If you have soil sample results for most of your fields that were 

taken in the last 3 years and you want some help developing a fertilizer 

plan for 2016 give me a call at 736-3394 x 120. 

Tile drainage workshop will be held on December 9th at the American 

Legion, 8083 State Rte. 20, in Sangerfield. Preregister by calling Kevin 

at 315-866-7920 by December 2nd. The cost per participant is $13 and 

includes lunch. 

We have experienced 4 consecutive years of extreme weather from 

2012- 2015. Growers can easily see the impact that this extreme 

weather has had on some of our perennial crops like this field of alfalfa 

Or the impact it has on corn yields >> 

One of the first things growers may be thinking 

about  related to drainage is the expense of 

installing tile drainage and whether it pays. Eric 

Young from Miner Institute will talk about the 

economics of tile drainage. Something that 

growers may not be considering as they think 

about draining a field is whether draining the 

field may be a swampbuster violation and put 

them out of compliance and affect their participation in government 

programs. Tony Capraro NRCS and Mary Snider FSA will address this 

issue. 

Bill Verbeten, Empire Ag Imagery LLC will show how new technologies 

are being used to help plan tiling projects.  Troy Finn from Finndale farm 

will explain installation of tile drainage and Pat vanLieshout from Brabant 

farm will explain maintenance and repair of tile systems. The final 

speaker at this workshop Larry Goehring will talk about how to minimize 

environmental risks of drainage water.  



Planting conventional corn hybrids  The reduction in the price of  

grain and milk  has reduced the margins of profitability on both 

commercial field crop farms and local dairy farms. Growers are looking 

for ways to cut costs. Traited corn hybrids definitely have a use in corn 

production but also have a significant cost (some estimate $70/bag 

more for roundup ready and $100 or more per bag for additional corn 

borer or corn rootworm resistant traits). Some seed companies have 

responded by providing more conventional (non-traited) corn varieties in 

a number of maturity groups.  

So when are conventional corn hybrids appropriate choices for use on 

your farm.  

 If you have a specific market where you are getting a better price for 

non-GMO corn, but remember that you will have to assess weeds 

and corn rootworm problems and deal with them in a different way 

 Corn rootworm is not a problem in first year corn, so a conventional 

hybrid is a good choice 

 If you scout corn fields and are below the corn rootworm threshold, a 

conventional hybrid is a good choice 

 If you scout 1st year corn fields and are over corn rootworm 

threshold  and plan to treat the seed with cruiser or poncho at 1250 

mg/seed  or plan on using an appropriate soil insecticide then a 

conventional hybrid  is a good choice 

 Many growers are using pre-emergence herbicide programs and are 

very successful at controlling their weed species without roundup.  A 

conventional hybrid is a good choice as long as you are assessing 

and managing corn borer and corn rootworm. 

Knowing your cost of  

production When margins are tight it 

becomes more imperative to know your cost 

of production. You can list out the expenses 

you have for producing a specific crop and 

start to price out each item  for the 2016 

season.  Below is an example of expenses for 

soybean production and some price estimates.   

Soybean Cost of production 

 

Expenses Cost per acre 

   

seed 60 

innoculant 4 

fertilizer / lime 40 

chisel 22 

disk 18 

Finishing tool 15 

planting 25 

weed spray 11 

spraying 13 

combining 45 

storage 7.5 

land rental 65 

return mgt 5 

dry /shrink 5 

marketing 5 

Total Costs 340.5 

Once you have a sense of the cost of produc-
tion you can determine the breakeven yields 
at a few market prices and see if they are 
comparable to yields on your farm. If you 

have a history of yield information you can 
determine the price point for sale.  

  Price per bushel 

breakeven 7 8 9 

Yield       

bu/ac 48.64286 42.5625 37.83333 



Berry Crops mid-December 2015 

  

  

Field Crops mid-December 2015   

Grapes early January 2016   

Greenhouse Crops and Herbaceous  
Ornamentals1

 

The 2015-2016 edition is available now 
  

Hops early February 2016   

Tree Fruit mid-January 2016   

Tree and Shrubs mid-January 2016   

Turfgrass1
 The 2015-2016 edition is available now   

Vegetable Crops mid-December 2015   

Pesticide Guidelines for Managing 
Pests Around the Home2

 

Available now 
  

2016 Cornell Guidelines Pricing and Tentative Release Dates 
The following is the tentative release dates for titles in the  
2016 Cornell Guidelines series.  
For 2016, PMEP will once again be offering paid online access to the Guide-

lines. We will be offering an online-only option and a combination of print and 
online access.  To order online  
http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx 

The Affordable Care Act 101 Webinar Series  

Find out how to navigate the opportunities in health care through the Affordable 

Care Act 101 webinar series. Registration is free, but required.    
Thursday, Dec. 3 at 2 PM & Thursday, Dec. 10 at 2 PM  
The Affordable Care Act 101 in Spanish, Tuesday, Dec. 15 at 4 pm  
For more information on what the health care law means for small businesses, 
check out www.sba.gov/healthcare.  
Self-employed? 2016 Open Enrollment is Underway 
HealthCare.gov is working for millions of Americans and it’s ready to help even 

more get covered.  
Open Enrollment for 2016 coverage starts on Nov1, 2015 through Jan. 31 
If you want to start the New Year with coverage, you must sign up by Dec. 15 
For people who enroll after December 15, coverage will begin on February 
Financial assistance is available 
Visit HealthCare.gov or CuidadoDeSalud.gov to learn more  

Call 24hrs/day 1-800-318-2596 

TTY users should call 1-855-889-4325 
Assistance is available in 150 languages 
For free in-person help in your community, visit: Localhelp.healthcare.gov 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMTE1LjUxNDYwMjExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTExNS41MTQ2MDIxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDUzMjg2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnNjMzNAY29ybmVsbC5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPWJzYzMzQGNvcm5lbGwuZ
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMTE1LjUxNDYwMjExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTExNS41MTQ2MDIxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDUzMjg2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnNjMzNAY29ybmVsbC5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPWJzYzMzQGNvcm5lbGwuZ
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMTE1LjUxNDYwMjExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTExNS41MTQ2MDIxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDUzMjg2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnNjMzNAY29ybmVsbC5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPWJzYzMzQGNvcm5lbGwuZ
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMTE1LjUxNDYwMjExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTExNS41MTQ2MDIxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDUzMjg2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnNjMzNAY29ybmVsbC5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPWJzYzMzQGNvcm5lbGwuZ
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMTE1LjUxNDYwMjExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTExNS41MTQ2MDIxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDUzMjg2JmVtYWlsaWQ9YnNjMzNAY29ybmVsbC5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPWJzYzMzQGNvcm5lbGwuZ


Contact Information for Local Agency’s that support Agriculture 
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 
Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 

Stray Voltage Testing, LLC 
Servicing Farms in NY Since 1988 
 

 Stray Voltage Tests 

 Energy Efficient Light Fixtures 

 T-8—T-5 and many LED choices 

 Whole Panel Surge Protection 

 Surge Protection for all your  

electronic Equipment 

105 Sedgewick Park,  
New Hartford, NY  13413 

315.735.0952 office 315.794.5324 cell  

Farmers, do you need help?  

Need to take a sick day?  Would 

you like to take a  vacation or 

just a day away from the farm?                                

Farmsitters Chore Services  

is made up of former dairy  

farmers.  We will make sure 

your animals are well cared for 

Call Terrance (315) 397-2593       

References  
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Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 

8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   

over 30 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 

 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 

7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Nathanial Weber 
Cell: (315) 523-0950 

Serving 

Northern & 

Central NY 
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