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Upcoming Events 

"Self-Drive Agriculture Energy & Enterprise tour "  

Friday, September 18th 2015 

See several local venues & learn about new energy technologies  

and how they are shaping our future in this region! 

Stops are planned at:  New England Wood Pellet in Schuyler,  

Vincent’s Wood Pelleting in Poland, Atwell’s Grassy Cow Creamery  

in Remsen, and a local Dairy Farm featuring solar thermal. 

For more information on this drive yourself tour and details on 

how to register, please visit our  

website: www.cceoneida.com/events   

or call Mary Wrege at 315-736-3394 ext 131 

The Southern Tier Sheep & Wool Growers Annual Wool Pool:  
Friday and Saturday, September 11th & 12th, 2015 at the Otsego County Fair 
Grounds in Morris, NY. The wool pool is a buying cooperative, run by 
volunteers.  Contact: Jerry Schwartz, (607) 862-3494 

 
Natural Animal Care with Alethea Kenney:  

Sunday September 13th 2015 at Hawk Circle Cherry Valley, NY.  
A full day of classes touching upon the following topics: First Aid and 
Homeopathy for your farm, Herbs to Deworm Your Flock, and Minerals for 
Health in Sheep and Goats. The cost for each class is $30, or $75 for all 
three classes.  To register, email trista.haggerty@gmail.com  

 

Save the Date: Thursday, October 29, 2015, Doubletree, Syracuse, NY. 

A Farm Bureau members only event titled:  Opening The Barn Door: 

Communicating With The Public About Your Animals and Your Business. 

Keynote speaker will be Dr. Temple Grandin.  Registration information has yet 

to be released.  For more information contact Lisa Ovitt at lovitt@nyfb.org 

Workshop: Fine Tuning your Fertilizer Program 

11am to 2pm, Thursday, October 22nd, 2015.  

Farm and Home Center, 121 Second St., Oriskany, NY 

Lunch included, $10/person,  

Preregister by October 16th, call Linda 315-736-3394 ext 124 

Save the Date (more info to follow) 

Oneida County Crop Congress 

January 6, 2016 

At  Whites Farm Supply 962 State Rt 12, Waterville, NY 

mailto:trista.haggerty@gmail.com
mailto:lovitt@nyfb.org


Livestock Behavior Expert Dr. Temple Grandin to Visit Ontario County, 
Speaking events open to farmers, autism advocates, and general 
public.  Thursday and Friday, September 17 & 18 

An ardent advocate for the humane treatment of animals and one of the most 

widely-recognized autistic professionals in the country, Grandin is a noted 
speaker and author of many books including Humane Livestock Handling 
and Animals Make Us Human. She is a professor of Animal Science at Colorado 
State University and also designs livestock systems that more closely match 
the natural instincts of livestock, reducing stress and unintended injuries. 
Livestock handling talk and farm walk-through 
Thursday, September 17, 2015  12 Noon – 3:30 PM 

Lawnhurst Farms, LLC, 4124 County Road 5, Stanley, NY 
This event is designed for dairy and beef farmers to help them improve 
livestock handling.  There will be time after the program for questions and 
book signing.   
Cost: $25 per person, includes a BBQ Beef lunch.  Space is limited & lunch will 
be guaranteed only for those who pre-register. Please register by 

September 10, 2015 at www.nwnyteam.org or check payable to CCE and 
mailing it with names of attendees to CCE of Genesee County, Attn: Cathy 
Wallace, 420 E Main St. Batavia, NY 14020.  
Public lecture:  Dr. Temple Grandin: My Life with Autism and the  
Livestock Industry  Thursday, September 17, 2015  7:00 PM 
Vandevort Room, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY 
This event is free and open to the public.  Dr. Grandin will have time to meet 

participants and sign copies of her books. 
2015 Happiness House Autism Conference “Thinking Across the 
Spectrum”  Friday, September 18, 2015  8:30 AM –  
Keynote address by Dr. Temple Grandin 
Crosswinds Wesleyan Church, 3360 Middle Cheshire Road, Canandaigua, A 
conference on autism for families and professionals presented by  
Happiness House in Canandaigua. 

Conference details available at: www.happinesshouse.org Contact: Libby 
Eiholzer, Cornell Cooperative Extension NWNY Dairy, Livestock, and Field 
Crops Team  607-793-4847 

Marketing Opportunities for Local Meats 
By Marylynn Collins 

It has recently come to my attention that the New York Farm Viability 
Institute (NYFVI) has recently awarded Thompkins County CCE with funds 

to expand and improve their Meat Suite website. These funds could be 
used to offer additional marketing opportunities for livestock producers 
here in Oneida County. The Meat Suite is a web directory of farms that sell 
meat in bulk quantities such as quarters, halves, and bulk packs.  The 
Meat Suite is part of our effort to increase the sales of locally-raised meat, 
specifically in bulk quantities because we know it is efficient for the farm 
and affordable for the consumer. We will be sure to keep you posted as we 

learn more about this exciting marketing resource.  If you are interested in 
hearing more about this program, please call me at 736-3394 ext. 132.  
There will likely be a formal meeting to introduce this to interested 

producers, so keep your eyes peeled on upcoming Farm Flash issues or 
visit our Up Coming Events page of our website at  
www.cceoneida.com/events 

http://www.nwnyteam.org/
http://www.happinesshouse.org/
tel:607-793-4847
http://www.cceoneida.com


Painted Goat Farm Ricotta Cheese Workshop 

Monday, September 28, 2015 from 11 - 2, Garrattsville, NY 

Learn how to make ricotta from start to finish and get all your questions 
answered from Painted Goat farmers on product development, food safety 
and licensing, marketing and distribution. There's a possibility to develop 
your own dairy value-added product at Painted Goat's on-farm creamery.   
Painted Goat Farm is owned and run by Ilyssa Berg and Javier Flores, who 
have a small herd of 70 goats from which we make high quality, natural, 

fresh and aged cheeses. To control the taste and quality of their products, 
only milk from their own herd goes into the making of their cheese in an 
on-site, goat-size milking and cheese processing facility.  
What to bring: Bag lunch, snack, plenty of water. Clean shoes/boots, a hat 
and clean clothes for inside the creamery.  

Kortright Creamery Milk & Yogurt Workshop 

Wednesday, Sept. 30, 2015 from 11- 1, East Meredith, NY 

Learn how to make yogurt and bottle your milk from start to finish and 
get all your questions answered from Stone & Thistle farmers on product 
development, food safety and licensing, marketing and distribution. 
There's opportunities to develop your own dairy value-added product at 
Kortright Creek Creamery at Stone & Thistle Farm.   
Stone & Thistle Farm is owned and run by Denise and Tom Warren, who 

raise goats, sheep, pigs, poultry, beef cows and rabbits on pastures for 
the production of healthy and farm-fresh, meat, eggs and dairy 
products.  
What to bring: Clean shoes/boots, a hat and clean clothes for inside the 
creamery.  

Limited space available for both workshops. RSVP to  
lauren@cadefarms.org or (347) 403-4050.  

Co-sponsored by Center for Agricultural Dev. & Entrepreneurship (CADE) 
and the USDA Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG)  

FOR SALE:  2009 Kuhn Merge Maxx mm300  

very good condition  $19,500  315-794-1969 

 

Brewing Science & Technology is a one day extension program 

that was previously offered and sold out, it will again be presented 

in Geneva, NY, on Fri. Oct.16. 8am to 4:45pm (Lunch is included)   

This will be entirely presented by Prof. Karl Siebert, who spent over 

18 years in the brewing industry and who has received multiple 

awards from brewing organizations. The course will cover barley, 

malt, hops, brewing water, adjuncts, brewhouse operations, 

brewing yeast and brewery fermentations, maturation, finishing and 

beer styles. cost is $180, which includes meals and handouts. 

 More information about the course and a link to on-line registration 

can be seen at:  http://events.cals.cornell.edu/brewingoct2015. 

mailto:lauren@cadefarms.org
tel:315-794-1969
http://events.cals.cornell.edu/brewingoct2015


Deadline for MPP Sign Up is September 30th, 2015 

At least that is what we are hearing currently from the higher ups.  I 

wouldn’t be surprised if we hear of an extension to this second round of 

Margin Protection Plan sign ups.  Given the brief and relatively low pay 

outs of this program, coupled with the anticipated margins for the 

remaining two periods of 2015 (September-October: $10.41; November

-December $10.45), the level of participation for 2016 is questionable.  

Any possible extension to the sign up period would allow time for 

producers to acquire a better sense of fall harvest yields as well as the 

chance to monitor the futures market for 2016 milk prices.  Remember 

that for those producers who signed up in 2014, you are committed to 

this MPP for the life of the Farm Bill and therefore are still expected to 

select your coverage level and percentage of milk you wish to have 

covered.  If you don’t personally communicate these selections at the 

FSA office your farm will automatically be signed up at the $4.00 

margin level and will still be expected to pay the $100 enrollment fee.  

Please note that the 25% reduction in premium payments that was 

offered to producers who enrolled in MPP in 2014 does not exist for 

those signing up this year.  Prior to stopping into the FSA office you 

might consider using the on line tools and resources for decision making 

that can be found at www.dairymarkets.org. Please contact us at CCE 

Oneida if you need assistance with these resources. For specific 

questions on the Margin Protection Program contact FSA at 736-3316. 

Contact Information for Local Agency’s that support Agriculture 
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 
Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 

http://www.dairymarkets.org


Socio-economic Management of a Dairy Farm 
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

Adapted from: Guide to Good Dairy Farming Practice  

 Managing a dairy farm is a very demanding job. Dairy farmers 

are responsible for a quality food from livestock that demands daily 

care and attention. Farmers need to consider their own health as well 

as that of their families and workers. The working conditions of all 

should be reasonable and sustainable.  Society has a responsibility to 

dairy farmers in regards to providing a fair return for their products.  

Two key risks integral to a good dairy farming practice is being “socially 

responsible” and “economically sustainable”.   

 Managing the farm’s human resources is critical to the 

enterprise.  Farmers must think of themselves as an employer, a 

consumer of natural resources and what impact they have on their 

neighbors as well as the community. Plus, the farmer must be 

financially vibrant to have a long term future.  

 Consider what good farming practices to use in addressing these 

two key risk factors. 

Socially responsible 

 Management of human resources through sustainable work 

practices that include clearly defined and documented terms should 

address properly understood job duties, respect child labor laws, and 

provide an appropriate and safe work environment. 

 It is important to ensure that workers are trained and educated on 

all procedures to minimize the risk to livestock, milk quality, as well as 

the individual and property. 

Choose competent people, train them well and have systems in place to 

ensure that tasks are completed in a timely manner, backed up by 

visual checks and appropriate record keeping systems. 

Economically sustainable 

 Many decisions that support good dairy farming practice will have a 

financial implication, and using records and a reliable book keeping 

system will provide the data necessary to make good decisions. 

 Adopt a clear practical set of profitability goals that will contribute to 

the productivity of the enterprise. This should include crop rotating and 

varieties as feed has a significant cost and a large impact on 

sustainability of the enterprise. 

 Using forward budgeting can help identify and manage future 

cash flow issues and minimize financing costs. 

 Dairy farmers developing these management skills will play a 

vital role in economic development as they provide the economy with 

innovation, employment, and competition.  
References:  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, http://
www.fao.org/home/en/  FAO and IDF. 2011. Guide to good dairy farming practice. Animal 
Production and Health Guidelines. No. 8. Rome. 

http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/


Newly Formed Local Agriculture & Land Use Leadership Institute  
To Host Inaugural Trainings:  

Targeting Residents of Onondaga, Oneida and Madison Counties 
submitted by Jim Manning  
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 While farmers are out in the fields growing our food, decisions 

are made in town halls that impact the future of local agriculture. A 

new program plans to help residents develop leadership skills for 

participating in local planning meetings and speaking up for the farms 

in their community.  

 “Tragically, New York has lost 4,500 farms, the equivalent of 

one farm every three and a half days, since the early 1980s,” said 

David Haight, New York State Director at American Farmland Trust. 

“Communities must do more to protect farmland and help local farmers 

achieve economic security to ensure that farming continues into the 

future – farms and farmland can’t be taken for granted.”  

 American Farmland Trust and Cornell University established the 

Local Agriculture & Land Use Leadership Institute to develop 

community leaders with the skills and knowledge to strengthen the 

economy and protect farmland. The Institute will train farmers, 

extension educators, planners, nonprofit professionals, local officials 

and concerned citizens about policies and programs that communities 

can use in protecting farmland and keeping farmers on the land. Open 

to all interested residents, the Institute is recruiting 30 residents of 

Oneida, Madison and Onondaga counties for five, day-long training 

sessions from November 2015 through February 2016. 

 Each session will foster leadership skill development as well as 

the technical aspects of land use planning, farmland protection, and 

agricultural economic development. Participants will learn from 

classroom presentations, panels of guest experts, site visits, interactive 

activities and case studies relevant to the three-county region. 

Participants will also receive certificates of program completion that 

can be applied for land use training credits required by the State of 

New York for planning and zoning board members.   

 The $100 fee covers instruction, materials, refreshments, and 

other costs. Partial scholarships are also available. For more 

information and to apply for the Local Agricultural & Land Use 

Leadership Institute, visit www.extendonondaga.org/laluli2015/ 

        Special thanks to the Central New York Community Foundation 

and the Community Foundation of Herkimer and Oneida Counties for 

their financial support of the Institute’s training program being offered 

in Onondaga, Madison and Oneida Counties.   

Contact: David Haight, New York State Director 

American Farmland Trust  newyork@farmland.org (518) 581-0078 

http://www.extendonondaga.org/laluli2015/
mailto:newyork@farmland.org


SNAP/ESNY & Farmers Markets 
Submitted by Jim Manning 

Stray Voltage Testing, LLC 
Servicing Farms in NY Since 1988 
 

 Stray Voltage Tests 

 Energy Efficient Light Fixtures 

 T-8—T-5 and many LED choices 

 Whole Panel Surge Protection 

 Surge Protection for all your  

electronic Equipment 

105 Sedgewick Park,  
New Hartford, NY  13413 

315.735.0952 office 315.794.5324 cell  

Farmers, do you need help?  

Need to take a sick day?  Would 

you like to take a  vacation or 

just a day away from the farm?                                

Farmsitters Chore Services  

is made up of former dairy  

farmers.  We will make sure 

your animals are well cared for 

Call Terrance (315) 397-2593       

References  

 A recent article in Modern Farmer describes the rapid increase in 
utilization of SNAP benefits (food stamps) at farmers markets and explores the 
reasons for the increase and the benefits that result. http://
modernfarmer.com/2015/08/farmers-markets-food-stamps-up-600-percent/ 

 The Eat Smart New York (ESNY) SNAP-Ed (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program Education) based out of Cornell Cooperative Extension 
program helps consumers increase their utilization of fresh local foods.  Eat 
Smart New York is a free nutrition education and obesity prevention program to 
help you and your family manage your food resources during tough economic 
times. You MAY be eligible to participate if you are applying for, or currently 
receive, food stamps (SNAP) or you participate in WIC, Head Start, Medicaid, 

Aid for Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), or Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI). Lessons can take place in community space. Together, you and a 
nutrition educator will plan practical, hands-on activities and healthy meals that 
will help you and your family.  
 For more information on the Eat Smart New York North Country 
program visit www.cceoneida.com/food-and-nutrition/ESNY/ or call 736.3394 

ext. 106. 
  The Eat Smart New York North Country team based out of Oneida 
County has set a goal to increase SNAP-EBT sales at farmers’ markets, farm 
stands, CSA’s and other direct market outlets by 20% over the next 4 years.  If 
you are a farmer or farm product vendor and would like more information on 
how to accept SNAP EBT, contact Debra Richardson, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Oneida County at 736-3394 ext 167 or the NYS Farmers Market 

Federation at (315) 400–1447. 
  Where SNAP benefits are spent can have a significant economic impact 
on local businesses. In May 2015 alone, over $5 million in SNAP EBT funds were 
spent on food in Oneida County.  Encouraging SNAP users to spend these dollars 
with their local neighboring producers results in those dollars in turn being spent 
with local feed suppliers, farm equipment suppliers, etc..  Agriculture is an 
important economic engine in our region.  Spending your SNAP dollars on food 

products from local farmers can contribute not only to your health but also to 
the health of our agricultural economy. 

http://modernfarmer.com/2015/08/farmers-markets-food-stamps-up-600-percent/
http://modernfarmer.com/2015/08/farmers-markets-food-stamps-up-600-percent/


 For many, the answer 

to cutting methane emissions 

caused by livestock—a.k.a. 

cow burps—is simply to go 

vegan. But for lovers of 

cheese, yogurt and burgers, 

as well as the farmers who 

make their living from these 

animals, other solutions are 

of great interest. 

 By some calculations, 

livestock may contribute 

nearly 15 percent of total 

greenhouse gas emissions, more than the entire transportation sector. 

So, addressing this problem may be a key pathway to reducing global 

emissions and fighting climate change. 

 DSM, a Dutch science firm, has developed a powder that can be 

added to feed and inhibits the production of methane in the cow’s 

rumen. It’s like a climate-change-fighting diet supplement, if you will. 

 Dairy science researchers from DSM and Penn State University 

studied the effect of the supplement on 48 dairy cows over the course of 

12 weeks. While more research remains to be done, they found 

promising results. They observed that cows whose feed contained the 

powder produced 30 percent less methane and gained weight compared 

to cows who ate typical diets. Milk production was not changed. 

 The researchers' findings are published in the Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences, a leading peer-reviewed journal. 

 This isn’t the first dietary intervention that aims to reduce cow 

emissions. German researchers created a methane-reducing pill, while 

scientists in Wales found that cows who consumed garlic produced 50 

percent less gas (although it's unclear if a garlicky diet impacts the taste 

of milk or meat). And traditional animal husbandry practices could also 

be used to breed for animals that burp less. 

 But the real challenge will be getting farmers to adopt any of the 

potential solutions, and as it stands there's little economic incentive for 

farmers and ranchers to reduce the emissions of their herds. Hugh 

Welsh, president of DSM North America, told The Washington Post that 

the company thinks the product could be a success if carbon pricing is in 

place. DSM hopes the product will be commercially available by 2018. 

Source:http://www.treehugger.com/sustainable-agriculture/clean-cow-

feed-could-help-cut-emissions-livestock.html 
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A new way to feed cows cuts down on burping 

—and climate changing greenhouse gases. 
By Mary Wrege 

http://www.treehugger.com/green-food/meat-and-dairy-are-heating-planet-nobody-seems-care.html
http://www.treehugger.com/green-food/meat-and-dairy-are-heating-planet-nobody-seems-care.html
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2015/07/29/1504124112.abstract
http://www.treehugger.com/clean-technology/a-stinky-solution-to-a-stinkier-problem-using-garlic-to-fight-cow-farts.html
http://www.treehugger.com/clean-technology/a-stinky-solution-to-a-stinkier-problem-using-garlic-to-fight-cow-farts.html
http://www.treehugger.com/sustainable-agriculture/clean-cow-feed-could-help-cut-emissions-livestock.html
http://www.treehugger.com/sustainable-agriculture/clean-cow-feed-could-help-cut-emissions-livestock.html


Crop Shorts  
by Jeff Miller 

Rainfall Oneida County (inches/month) 1994-2015 

Weather 

Growing Degree Days Oneida County   (86/50)  1994-2015 

You can see from the charts above that we had an exceptionally wet 

June with May, July and now August being very dry in comparison with 

other seasons. The 2015 season with the exception of April has been a 

warm season with 1757 GDDs (86/50) accumulated from May 1st to 

August 9th. As you can see that puts us near the top of the chart at this 

point in the season. 
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Corn silage harvest  This season had another unique set of weather 

conditions. As I write this, it is almost 90F with a whole week of high 

temperatures in the upper 80’s. What’s not to like about that. Its great 

corn growing weather, that is, if it’s not combined with drought 

conditions.  The past 6 weeks have been relatively dry after a very wet 

June. So what does this all mean for corn silage.  

The wet June created conditions where heavier soils and low lying areas 

of fields were saturated for long periods depriving the roots of needed 

oxygen. Observe the difference in plant development in the picture  

with Steve Durfee, 

Chittenango dairy farmer, 

showing the difference of 

two corn plants taken from 

the same field. As a result 

corn plants in these 

saturated areas are much 

smaller than plants not 

exposed to these conditions 

in other parts of the field. 

The root systems are also 

much smaller. These plants 

may dry down more rapidly 

than those in other parts of 

the field. It will be more 

complicated to try to 

manage harvest moisture in 

fields with this variability. 

This year it will be more 

important to grab samples 

from fields for moisture 

analysis and even grab 

samples from areas that are 

very different, in a given 

field, to give you a better 

idea of the range of 

moisture levels so that you 

can better plan time of harvest. 

Remember Cooperative Extension will do your dry matter 

analyses for you. Bring at least 6 representative stalks to the 

office. Call ahead to make sure someone is here to process your 

samples. 

A number of early planted corn fields were in silk on July 25th.  They 

have the potential to be at harvest moisture for silage in the first week 

of September. The ears on 8/17 were in milk stage with no denting. 

Plan to sample your fields earlier then normal to ensure that you 

harvest at the optimal harvest moisture for your storage system. 



Cover cropping  Many of you grow corn on hilly terrain. If you harvest 

it for silage, very little is left in the field to help slow down water 

movement and erosion. More growers are planting cover crops in this 

situation. If you are harvesting corn for silage in mid- September you 

have more choices of what to plant: 

oats, wheat, spelt or winter rye.   

Only plan to use oats if you are going 

to plant in mid-September. Pant at 

80-140lbs/ac. Great for fall and 

winter cover if planted early.  Can 

help suppress weeds. No need to kill 

it in the spring. 

Wheat or spelt can be planted (70-

200lbs) mid to late September until 

early November but will establish a 

much better winter cover if planted 

late September to early October. Earlier planted wheat will help 

suppress weeds. It also soaks up excess nitrogen from the field in the 

fall must be managed in the spring 

Winter rye can be planted (60-200lbs) mid- September to early 

November. It will make a better winter cover and suppress weeds if 

planted earlier but is the only choice for later planting.  

All of these cover crops will do better if planted with a no-till drill or if 

drilled after modest soil preparation. If you plan to broadcast the seed 

and roll it in, or you are planting late then consider applying at the 

higher seeding rate. 

Soil sampling The fall is the best time to obtain soil samples. This 

year’s crops are done taking nutrients from the soil and soil 

temperatures have declined enough to suppress soil microbial activity so 

the results you obtain now will be the same as what is available to your 

crops next spring. Remember to take at least 8 subsamples for each 

field or two sub samples per acre. Put a piece of electrical tape around 

your probe at 8 inches so that you go to the same depth each time. Put 

samples into a plastic bucket and transfer to a paper or plastic bag that 

is marked with the field number or name. Be sure to send your samples 

to a lab that has fertilizer recommendations based on research 

conducted in the State of New York. 

Liming Growers have stated that it is becoming more difficult to buy 

lime in the spring. Lime takes 6-8 months to effectively change the pH 

of your soil. Incorporation of lime into the soil in the fall ensures that it 

has adequate time to react in the soil before the next growing season. 

Anyone considering the establishment of a pH sensitive crop like 

soybeans or alfalfa should be applying lime if  needed in the spring the 

prior year if possible. ENV, the effective neutralizing value of a lime 

source is a measure of it’s ability to change the pH during the growing 

season. Dividing the price per ton by the ENV of similar lime sources 

(like comparing two high mag lime sources) is a  way to determine 

which is the better buy.  



Crop records can be very helpful in making positive changes in your 

cropping program. Some things to make notes on this Fall : list out the 

most common weeds in each field as they are harvested the last time, 

include a statement  like few, common or many by each weed. This 

information can be used to determine weed control strategies and 

herbicide selection for next year’s crops. Note any diseases in your 

fields; this can help determine if crop rotation is necessary or help you in 

the selection of  hybrids with disease resistance that matches what you 

have found in your fields. Tracking harvest and estimating yield can help 

you in the selection of hybrids that are working on your farm. Yield 

estimates can be used to identify problem fields and help promote 

further investigation to solve problems. 

Managing hay fields  Many growers are intensively managing hay 

fields to optimize hay quality. You may have taken 3 cuts already this 

year and are contemplating taking a fourth cut. Some of the things you 

should be considering…. Do you need the forage?  Have you let your 

alfalfa flower at least once this season? How much time will be left in the 

growing season after your harvest? Will the alfalfa try to regrow after 

harvest? Is there time enough to use  root reserves and  replenish them 

before the alfalfa goes dormant? Each case will be different and you will 

have to make an educated decision.  Try to have 6-8” heights of plants 

to help catch snow and provide insulation to protect alfalfa crowns from 

winter injury. Remember to review soil tests and apply potassium to 

fields where it is needed.  

Crop Alerts from Cooperative Extension   

CCE staff are scouting fields in our area 

every week. This up to date information is 

put into a weekly crop report and emailed 

out to any grower that wants the 

information along with local ag businesses. 

We have noted a lot more northern corn 

leaf spot (pic on the right) this year in the 

mid canopy of a number of local corn fields 

and are just starting to see some northern 

corn leaf blight (pictured below)  If you 

had BMR hybrids and northern corn leaf 

blight was extensive on the lower foliage 

we would recommend a brown silk 

application of an appropriate fungicide.  

 

We haven’t seen this level of 

infestation in any areas of the two 

counties at this point. Growers 

should make note of these 

diseases for future decisions. 

northern corn leaf spot  

northern corn leaf blight  
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We have observed soybean aphids  

at higher then threshold numbers in a 

number of local fields on 8-17-2015. We 

sent an alert out to local growers by 

email so they could check their fields and  

make applications if they were 

necessary. A number of local fields are 

approaching R6 (full bean stage) and 

would not have to be sprayed even if 

aphid numbers were over threshold.  

Just starting to see downy mildew in 

soybeans which is not usually an economic 

problem but, should be considered when 

buying seed for next years crop. This 

information is much more helpful if you 

receive it in a timely fashion. To receive the 

weekly crop report just call our office at 

315-736-3394 ext 120 and leave your 

name and email address. Or email 

jjm14@cornell.eddu 

Growing Exports of New York’s Agricultural, Food, and Beverage 
Businesses 

By Jim Manning, Export Development Project Manager 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has pointed out that 95% of the 
world’s consumers, and 80% of projected global economic growth, are located 
outside the United States.  As the purchasing power of non-U.S. populations 
increases, they have the potential to become increasingly important markets for 

New York State’s agricultural, food, and beverage businesses. In addition, 
global communications and logistics are becoming more pervasive and efficient, 
making exporting more feasible for these New York businesses. 

The most dramatic example of economic growth and consumption is in 
China, where the emerging middle and upper classes are estimated at over 300 
million today, approaching the size of the total US population, and are expected 
to more than double by 2022.  In October 2014, the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) announced that China’s economy had surpassed that of the United 
States to become the world’s largest economy when measured by purchasing 
power parity.   
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China’s unfortunate track record with environmental health and food 
safety represents a significant opportunity for New York State’s businesses.  
Chinese consumers have an intense interest in better food safety and 
environmental health and are attracted by the promise of “greener” foods coming 

from New York’s clean environment and high-functioning regulatory systems. 
In light of these facts, Cornell Cooperative Extension recently completed 

an 18-month project, funded by New York State’s Empire State Development 
(ESD), designed to gather more information about the China export opportunity 
and to identify support needed by New York State’s agriculture, food and 
beverage businesses in order to respond successfully to this opportunity.    

The project included extensive outreach to New York businesses, 
participation in major industry trade shows in China, and facilitation of an initial 
sale of honey, maple syrup, and other products with a total net value to the 
producers of over $30,000.   

Our team also conducted a survey of New York producers to assess their 
experience with exporting as well as what they perceive as the potential for 
exports in their businesses.  Survey participants represented all New York state 

industry sectors, including both some who are currently exporting and many who 
have little or no export experience.  One hundred fifty-one useable surveys were 
collected and analyzed. 

Respondents identified the types of export assistance they believe will 
benefit them the most which are summarized below: 

 

 Help in addressing a lack of the organizational capacity to undertake export 

market development as well as the cost of developing export markets.  These 
businesses need help with sales and marketing efforts, ranging from market 
analysis and intelligence to sales development services such as trade show 
participation support and identifying and vetting in-market partners and 
making introductions.  

 

 Technical assistance in understanding and navigating regulatory requirements 

and tariff regimes.  Some respondents specifically identified the need for a 
single entity or agency to provide a helping hand - a “one-stop” repository of 
knowledge on regulatory/tariff issues for relevant markets, as well as 
guidance on how to overcome these issues. 

 

 Reductions in tariff and non-tariff barriers, with the most frequent specific 

request having to do with facilitating the entry of NY wines into the Canadian 

market.   
 

Each of these needs is, to one extent or another, addressed by existing 
resources and agencies, including Food Export Northeast, the U.S. Department of 
Commerce (USDOC) and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  
Nonetheless, the responses indicate that the perceived lack of sufficient 
assistance of various kinds remains high.  



As an outcome of this project we have recommended several targeted 
investments that would help New York’s agriculture, food, and beverage 
companies tackle the challenges of entering and growing in the China market.  
Assisting companies with developing China exports will have the additional 

beneficial effect of preparing them to enter other export markets more 
successfully.   

 We have specifically recommended:  
 

1.  Consolidating the sources of export help from the current variety of 
resources into a single “one-stop shop” and aggressively marketing the 
availability of this resource along the lines of, for instance, the Startup NY 

initiative.  It’s worth noting that the Global NY program launched in 2014 
proposes to offer such a one-stop shop (global.ny.gov), but details have yet 
to be announced. 

 
2. Developing a program of direct China market entry support for medium to 

large companies in targeted sectors where strong opportunities have been 

identified as a result of this project. The recent project began such an effort 
for a few promising products and companies with deep dives into market 
analysis and preliminary identification of in-market partnership 
opportunities. Next steps would be to vet potential partners; facilitate initial 
liaisons; and support relationship development until traction is gained and 
companies can justify increased resource allocation to the Chinese market. 

 

3. Developing a New York State e-commerce strategy for China in recognition of 
the explosive growth of the Chinese commercial internet. An e-commerce 
presence for New York State food and beverage producers in China is a 
promising way to address many of the challenges specifically identified by 
our survey respondents as limiting their ability to grow exports: the cost of 
developing sales; the cost of fulfilling sales; constraints of organizational 
capacity; and even, to some extent, the challenges of overcoming logistics 

and regulatory hurdles.   
 
4. Strengthening cooperative marketing programs, with a special focus on 

export development, for New York’s maple and honey industries, whose 
particular characteristics offer unique opportunities for growth.  Survey 
responses indicated a high degree of support for the role that cooperative 

marketing could play in facilitating the growth of export sales by 
overcoming the limited organizational capacity of many small producers. 
This could be a particularly important strategy for two New York industries: 
maple and honey, two products for which we have already successfully 
generated sales to China as part of the recent project.  

 
We believe that the results of the recent project show that such 

investments will enable our agricultural, food and beverage industries to 
maximize the new opportunities represented by export markets. 

This article was originally published in Cornell’s “Smart Marketing” 
newsletter.  Past articles are available at http://agribusiness.dyson.cornell.edu/
SmartMarketing/index.html. 

For more information on any aspect of Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Export 
Development Project please contact the author at jpm277@cornell.edu or (315) 

272-9529.   

http://agribusiness.dyson.cornell.edu/SmartMarketing/index.html
http://agribusiness.dyson.cornell.edu/SmartMarketing/index.html
mailto:jpm277@cornell.edu


Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 

8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   

over 30 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 

 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 

7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Nathanial Weber 
Cell: (315) 523-0950 

Serving 

Northern & 

Central NY 
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