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…and a special thank you to                                                                            

The Taylor family’s  Tayl-Wind Farm  

   our hosts for 2014 & 2015 

Along with the Farm Fest Committee and over                                 

100 Volunteers  

for your continued support of Farm Fest. 

 

Farm Fest continues to receive donations from the farm and                 

agribusiness community and our list of supporters continues to grow. 

 

If you would like to contribute to Farm Fest 2016                       

please contact Terri DiNitto at (315) 768-3120. 

                        FARM FEST  2015 
                 “Impossible Without You!” 

Browns Feed 

CaroVail 

Cazenovia Equipment 

T. Burns/Cenpeco 

Candellas 

Clinton Tractor 

DFA 

Dupont Trucking 

Farm Credit East 

Ferguson Fuels 

German Flatts Vet Clinic 

Gold Star Feed and Grain 

Green Trucking 

GrowMark 

Hannaford 

Herkimer Vet Assoc. 

 

Thank You to our local area business’ for your donation to help 

fill a Raffle Basket with locally produced foods and products!  

North Star Orchards, Nathan Stoltzfus, Jacob Stoltzfus, Kelly Meats, 

Piggy Pat’s BBQ, F.X. Matt Brewing Co./Saranac, Charlie’s Hilltop Honey 

 

If you have locally produced items you would like to contribute to next 

years raffle basket, please call Linda at 736-3394 X124 and we can add 

you to the 2016 contribution list. 

HP Farmers Coop 

HP Hood 

JC Livestock 

Leatherstocking Vet 

Lincoln Davies 

Louis Gale and Sons 

Lutz Feed Company 

Niedzielski Insurance 

Organic Valley 

Phols Feedway 

Rapp Nutrition 

Richardson Farms 

Vernon Agri Service 

Verona Vet Service 

Warner Sales 



July 28th - August 2nd.   
Fair Gates open at 8am everyday.  Please visit their website at 

www.boonvillefair.com for complete details on fair events. 

And www.cceoneida.com/youth-and-family/oneida-county-fair-2/ 

for details on the 4-H schedule. 

Upcoming Events 

GROW A SMALL SPACE PERENNIAL GARDEN 

Date:  Saturday, July 25, 2015  Time:  10 a.m. to Noon 
Presented by:  Rosanne Loparco, Master Gardener Volunteer,  
CCE Oneida County and Freedom Farm Market LLC, Vernon, NY 

FROM GARDEN TO TABLE:  USING YOUR HARVEST 
Presented by:  MG Volunteers, CCE Oneida County and Eat Smart New York  
Date:  Wednesday, August 19, 2015  Time:  6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

SOAP MAKING 101 
Presented by:  Bonnie Collins, MG Volunteer. CCE Oneida County 
Date:  Wednesday, September 9, 2015  Time:  6 p.m. to 8 p. m. 

 

All classes are $10 To register for these classes go to 

www.cceoneida/events  Or call 736-3394 ext 105 

Explore Local Farms at the 8th Annual   

Madison County Open Farm Day 

July 25 from 10am until 4pm at 29 farms and 3 farmers’ markets.  

Open Farm Day is a family friendly event that offers the public the 

opportunity to tour farms, enjoy food tastings, meet animals, and 

learn about local agriculture.  Fruit and vegetable farms, dairy and 

livestock farms, equine and bee operations will all be open to welcome 

visitors to learn more about their farms.  Passport guides to Open 

Farm Day to help plan your visit are available at regional Price 

Chopper stores and will be distributed in local news publications,   

or you can download your passport and see participating farms online 

at OpenFarmDayMadisonCounty.com.  Getting your passport stamped 

at three farms and filling out a visitors’ survey will earn you this 

year’s giveaway prize, an insulated grocery bag, perfect for stocking 

up on fresh farm products!  You won’t want to miss your best chance 

all year to experience local agriculture up close! 



In April 2015, Leon and Angela Atwell of Remsen 
have opened a new creamery featuring Farm 
Fresh Cheese Curd at their 140 cow dairy farm on 
Prospect Rd in Remsen, NY.  Grassy Cow Dairy 

features rotational grazing allowing their cows to 
graze fresh grass each day throughout the grow-
ing season.  Currently, a portion of every Friday's 
morning milking is used to produce fresh, 
creamy, squeaky cheese curd. A variety of flavors 
have been introduced each week including Dilly 
Garlic, Ranch, Buffalo, Garden Herb, Jalapeno, 

Horseradish-Worcestershire, and Mushroom Black 
Pepper.  Hundreds of eager customers have come 
to the farm to purchase the cheese in their on-site store which is open daily. 
Their curd is also available at DeSantis Market in Barneveld, NY and they are 
currently in search of other retail locations. 
Information about Grassy Cow Dairy and the flavors offered each week can be 

found on Facebook and they are also developing a website at grassycow-
dairy.com.  Support local agriculture and get your farm fresh cheese curd  
today.  If you like cheese curd, you won't be disappointed!     

A Reminder to Enroll in the Residential Ag. Electric Bill Discount 
 You have until the end of this month to enroll or re-enroll in the 
Residential Agricultural Discount program offered through National Grid, NYSEG 
and RG&E. This monthly discount on the electric bill is possible thanks to funding 

from the New York Power Authority’s (NYPA) ReCharge NY program. 
 You’re eligible to receive the discount if you meet the two conditions. 
The first is that you have an active residential electric service account with 
National Grid, NYSEG or RG&E billed under the following service classifications: 
National Grid: Rates beginning with Electric SC1 or Electric SC1C; refer to page 
2 of your bill. NYSEG: 12001, 12008, or 12012 noted after Electricity Rate on 
page 3 of your bill. RG&E: PSC 19 SC1 or SC 4 noted after Electricity Service on 

page 3 of your bill. 
 The second condition is if you have submitted one of the following forms 
(supporting documentation) with your most recent federal tax return: IRS 
Schedule F (associated with Form 1040) - Profit or Loss From Farming or IRS 
Form 1120, 1120S or 1065 with an eligible Business Activity code. 
 The discount amount will vary each month and will be based on how 

many people participate, the amount of electricity used by each participant and 
available funds from NYPA. The discount amount is multiplied by your monthly 
billed kilowatt-hours and your discount will appear as a credit in a separate line 
item, “Res agricultural discount,” on your utility bill. 
 To apply or re-enroll, just complete a Residential Agricultural Discount 
application and submit it to your utility company along with your supporting 
documentation. For more information and the application, contact your utility 

company. Links are provided below: 
National Grid:  www1.nationalgridus.com/AgriculturalDiscount-NY-RES?
utm_source=PSC%20article&utm_medium=PSC%
20article&utm_campaign=Residential%20Agricultural%20Discount 

NYSEG:  www.nyseg.com/ResAgriculturalDiscount/ 
RG&E:  www.rge.com/ResAgriculturalDiscount/ 

http://NYFB.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NDAwNDMyJnA9MSZ1PTc3NTIwNzM3NiZsaT0yNzg0ODI5Nw/index.html
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/AgriculturalDiscount-NY-RES?utm_source=PSC%20article&utm_medium=PSC%20article&utm_campaign=Residential%20Agricultural%20Discount
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/AgriculturalDiscount-NY-RES?utm_source=PSC%20article&utm_medium=PSC%20article&utm_campaign=Residential%20Agricultural%20Discount
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/AgriculturalDiscount-NY-RES?utm_source=PSC%20article&utm_medium=PSC%20article&utm_campaign=Residential%20Agricultural%20Discount
http://NYFB.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NDAwNDMyJnA9MSZ1PTc3NTIwNzM3NiZsaT0yNzg0ODI5OA/index.html
http://www.nyseg.com/ResAgriculturalDiscount/
http://NYFB.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT00NDAwNDMyJnA9MSZ1PTc3NTIwNzM3NiZsaT0yNzg0ODI5OQ/index.html


Willow Bioenergy in New York State 

by Mary Wrege 

 The willow industry in New York was recently included by the USDA 
Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP).  This inclusion helps growers 
overcome some of the challenges of growing new bioenergy crops like shrub 
willow. BCAP is designed to improve domestic energy security, reduce the 

greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate change, and create opportunities 
for rural development. BCAP provides partial establishment grants for some of 
the upfront costs of planting willow, as well as annual incentive payments based 
on soil conservation rates. BCAP also successfully paired producers with an end 
user in ReEnergy, ensuring a stable market. BCAP is funded through the United 
States Farm Bill. For the latest information on the availability of BCAP funding to 
plant willow crops in New York State, please contact The Willow Project at SUNY

-ESF by phone or email, or visit the website. 
 Background: Decades of research on shrub willow by SUNY-ESF and 
partners has advanced the crop towards a viable, economically sustainable 
industry. As of 2015, there are 1,200 acres of willow bioenergy crops in NY 
State. Production is spread across three counties (includes Oneida) in northern 
New York, and fields are clustered around two end-use facilities owned by 

ReEnergy Holdings LLC. 
 ReEnergy has contracted with growers to purchase all willow biomass 
produced on this land for a period of 11 years under the USDA Biomass Crop 
Assistance Program (BCAP), and is blending the willow with forest biomass to 
produce renewable electricity and heat. The first harvest of these crops occurred 
in 2013 and produced about 2,500 tons of woodchips from 100 acres of land. 

This biomass feedstock was utilized by ReEnergy to produce about 1,400 Mwh of 

electricity, enough to power 130 homes for an entire year. Important feedstock 
properties of the delivered willow (such as ash and moisture content) were 
similar to forest residues and suitable for blending these two feedstocks, 
meeting end-user specifications. By 2016, three to four hundred acres of willow 
will be harvested annually, and this number will increase as more acreages are 
established. Specialized equipment for planting and harvesting willow is 
available through the NEWBio equipment access program, and SUNY-ESF is 

providing outreach and extension services to current and prospective growers 
and other stakeholders.  
 
Contact & Information:  
The Willow Project at 
SUNY-ESF  

www.esf.edu/willow
(315)470-6775 
willow@esf.edu   
 
The Northeast Woody/
Warm-Season Biomass 
Consortium  

www.newbio.psu.edu 

Photo:  Mary Wrege  

Willow chips are mixed with 

forest residues at ReEnergy 

http://www.esf.edu/willow
mailto:willow@esf.edu
http://www.newbio.psu.edu
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Registration Is Now Open! 

Farm to School 

Agricultural Literacy Academy 

A dynamic, two-day professional develop-

ment opportunity is now available to edu-

cators across the state. If you are a teach-

er interested in food, agriculture, school 

gardens, or integrating local foods in your 

school - this comprehensive training is for 

you.  

 Participants will receive:  

-18 hours of professional development credit 

-55 Food, Land & People lessons aligned to NYS & Common Core      

Learning Standards 

-Books for your classroom and companion resources 

-Access to excellent guest speakers and panelists 

-An inside look at agriculture in your region through on-farm tours  

-And more! 

For additional details, please visit  

www.agclassroom.org/ny/programs/literacy_academy.htm 

Farm to School Initiative Picks Up Steam in Oneida County 

 

Staff at Waterville Central School District and Oneida Herkimer 

Madison BOCES have been leading the way in figuring out how to 

“bring the farm to school” as part of a long-term project that will 

not only feature more fresh local food in the cafeteria but will also 

give kids a better understanding of where their food comes from 

and how they might stay involved in food and agriculture when 

they graduate.   These efforts over this past year culminated in 

being one of just two New York State school districts invited to 

participate in the Northeast Farm to School Institute’s three-day 

summer gathering at Shelburne Farms in Vermont in late June.   

This series of workshops, presentations by leading experts, and 

field trips are a great opportunity for the participants to learn and 

bring back to our area the work that’s being done across the 

Northeast and the country to strengthen Farm to School 

connections.   Stay tuned to Farm Flash for more information 

about even more farm to school activities planned over the next 

year, or contact Jim Manning at ext. 129 or jpm277@cornell.edu. 



Do’s and Don’ts When Facing Financial Difficulty  
Prepared by: Wayne A. Knoblaugh, Professor Dyson School of  

Applied Economics and Management, Cornell University  

DO’S  

 Complete a production and financial management analysis of your  

business for 2014. Determine response and improvement in cash 

flow.  

 Complete a profitability and cash flow projection, for example, partial 

budget of the expected impacts of any changes made to improve the 

business.  

 Meet with your lender and share your financial management analysis 

and cash flow projections. Communicate with your lender often and 

provide periodic updates regarding your financial situation.  

 Cash flow management is the key to surviving difficult economic 

times. Continually review and update cash projections and partial 

budgets.  

 Meet with suppliers to develop payment arrangements.  

 Effectively utilize farm produced feeds, especially forages.  

 Test all farm-grown forages and feed for nutrient availability and 

evaluate the most cost effective commodities to purchase when 

feeding balanced rations, especially to early lactation cows.  

 Treat disease outbreaks, such as mastitis, before they become 

worse.  

 Be an astute purchaser of inputs.  

 Examine family living to see if expenses can be reduced.  

 Maintain a low inventory: Cull unprofitable cows, buy feed as 

needed.  

 Sell nonessential capital items, including machinery and equipment 

that is not needed to operate the business. Also, consider selling 

land not essential to the business, including possible timber sales. 

Remember to consult your tax preparer concerning tax liabilities of a 

sale.  

 Examine debt for possible benefits of restructuring, or alternative 

financing.  

 Perform tasks in a timely fashion, yet get enough rest. Sleep 

deprivation can interfere with performing tasks and judgment. 

 Consider off-farm work by all family members.  

 Communicate current financial situation often with management 

team/ family members. Seek and welcome their suggestions and 

involve them in key financial decisions.  

 Adopt new technologies only after careful study.  

 Monitor the financial health of those who purchase your farm 

products. They may also be under severe financial pressure in this 

economic period.  

 Seek management advice and analysis assistance early from 

Cooperative Extension, consultants, FarmNet and others.  
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 Seek personal counseling and advice from close friends, clergy, 

FarmNet and others.  

 Routinely test manure for nutrient content and employ modern soil 

testing technology to minimize purchased crop nutrients.  

 Utilize risk management tools such as crop insurance, livestock gross 

margin and the MPP to minimize production and price risk.  

 Evaluate business arrangements with other farms that have potential 

to reduce costs.  

 Forward contract inputs such as feed, fuel, and other supplies if you 

can lock in a profit.  

 Obtain multiple price quotes from different suppliers for inputs such 

as feed, fuel, and other supplies.  

DON’TS  

 Make decisions that will make the problem worse in a week, month 

or six months down the road.  

 Continue the same practices because “I’ve always done it that way.”  

 Neglect needed accounting tasks because there isn’t time right now.  

 Use farm produced feeds so rapidly that they are used up without a 

replacement plan.  

 Reduce purchased feed just to save money.  

 Purchase products that promise to be a cure-all, unless you have 

hard data and experiences of others to confirm.  

 Make capital investments to reduce tax liability or because “it is a 

good buy”.  

 Borrow money unless the profitability of the farm is reasonably 

expected to increase in order to provide for repayment.  

 Neglect the details; cleaning and maintaining equipment, 

communicating with and managing labor, detecting heats, etc.  

 Use alcohol to excess. Alcohol and other drugs can make a touchy 

situation seem worse.  

 Assume a management strategy that worked for one farm may be 

appropriate on your farm. 

Stray Voltage Testing, LLC 
Servicing Farms in NY Since 1988 
 

 Stray Voltage Tests 

 Energy Efficient Light Fixtures 

 T-8—T-5 and many LED choices 

 Whole Panel Surge Protection 

 Surge Protection for all your  

electronic Equipment 

105 Sedgewick Park,  
New Hartford, NY  13413 

315.735.0952 office 315.794.5324 cell  

Farmers, do you need help?  

Need to take a sick day?  Would 

you like to take a  vacation or 

just a day away from the farm?                                

Farmsitters Chore Services is 

made up of  former dairy  

farmers.  We will make sure 

your animals are well cared for 

Call Terrance (315) 397-2593       

References  



Farmland Protection Planning Activities  
By Jim Manning 
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 According to the most recent USDA Census of Agriculture 

(2012), Oneida County’s 1,066 farms generated over $113,000,000 in 

annual sales and occupied more than 25% of the County’s total land 

area.  This important and diverse industry produces significant 

multiplier effects throughout the economy of our region.  A thriving 

agricultural sector also contributes lifestyle and environmental benefits 

that are valued by County residents from all walks of life.  Planning for 

the long term success and growth of the farm economy is a top priority 

for Oneida County leaders.   

 Oneida County adopted its first Agricultural & Farmland 

Protection Plan in 2000.  Since that time, the land used by farms in the 

County has decreased by over 10,000 acres, even as the economic 

contribution of farm businesses has steadily grown.   The nature of farm 

businesses is constantly changing, as are the land uses that compete 

with agriculture.  As we head into the future, it’s critically important to 

have a good understanding of the trends affecting agriculture and to put 

in place plans that will help ensure agricultural success and the 

preservation of productive agricultural resources.   

 With the support of a grant from New York State’s Department 

of Agriculture and Markets, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida 

County will be leading the process of developing an updated Agricultural 

& Farmland Protection Plan. County residents - including farmers, farm 

landowners, municipal officials, business owners, and other interested 

residents – will have multiple opportunities to participate in a process 

over approximately 12 months to ensure the development of the most 

thoughtful and effective Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan. 

 Also over the coming months, Cornell Cooperative Extension will 

be bringing to Oneida County a series of workshops entitled Local 

Agriculture Land Use Leadership Institute.  This innovative new 

program, developed by the American Farmland Trust (AFT) and 

Cornell’s Community and Regional Development Institute (CARDI) will 

give community members and officials a strong understanding of the 

land use and economic development tools that are available to protect 

and promote agriculture, and will build local leadership skills to 

effectively apply those tools.  The program will be piloted across 

Oneida, Madison and Onondaga counties this fall and winter with the 

support of the Community Foundations of Herkimer and Oneida County 

and Central New York. 

 

Watch for more information on all of these activities here in Farm Flash, 

or contact:  Jim Manning at ext. 129 or jpm277@cornell.edu. 

mailto:jpm277@cornell.edu


Dairy Situation and Outlook, June, 18, 2015 

By Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus  University of Wisconsin Cooperative 

Extension University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Submitted by Marylynn Collins 

 Dairy product prices and milk prices continue to hold up better 
than expected. Dairy product prices on the CME have bounced around 

during June, but will average a little higher for the month. On the CME 
butter started the month at $2.00 per pound, declined to $1.80 per 
pound, rebound to $1.90 and is now $1.895. Cheese prices were 
holding steady up until now. The 40-pound cheddar block price started 

the month at $1.77 per pound, declined to $1.71 per pound and 
rebound to $1.78. But, since then the price has fallen $0.0925 to 
$1.685. Cheddar barrels started the month at $1.72 per pound, 
declined to $1.70 and rebound to $1.755. But, like blocks it has fallen 

by $0.105 to $1.68. Both nonfat dry milk and dry whey have shown 
some weakness during the month with nonfat dry milk now at $0.87 
per pound and dry whey at $0.44 per pound. The June Class III could 
still end up near $16.70, the highest this year. The June Class IV price 

will be near $13.85. 
 Prices have been supported by good butter and cheese sales 
thus far this year along with dairy product production and stock levels 
favorable to prices. Butter production has been below a year ago with 

April down 1.7% and year-to-date down 2.8%. Nevertheless, April 
butter stocks increased 25% from March and were 23% higher than 
April 2014. Yet, with the seasonal increase in the use of cream for ice 

cream, and declining milk production along with depressed butterfat 
composition during the summer some butter makers are concern as to 
whether butter production and butter stocks will be adequate for 
fulfilling seasonal sales during thanksgiving and Christmas. Thus, butter 

prices could stay at relatively high levels. April production of all 
American cheese was 2.3% higher than a year ago with cheddar cheese 
production 1.8% lower. American cheese stocks increased 1% from 
March to April but were still 1% below April 2014. Total cheese 

production was 1.9% higher than a year ago with year-to-date 
production 2.6% higher. Total natural cheese stocks increased 1% from 
March to April but were just 4% higher than a year ago.  
 Dairy exports continue below a year ago but have improved 

monthly for cheese and nonfat dry milk. April cheese exports were still 
6% below last with year-to-date exports 11% lower. Nonfat dry milk 
exports were actually 8% higher for April and 2% higher year-to-date. 

Exports have helped to prevent growing stocks of nonfat dry milk 
despite April nonfat dry milk production being 13.1 higher than a year 
ago and 11.4% higher year-to-date. April stocks of nonfat dry milk 
declined 1% from March and were just 3.7% higher than a year ago. 

Butter and dry whey exports continue well below year ago levels. April  
butter exports were 72% below a year ago and year-to-date 75% 
lower. Dry whey exports were 22% lower in April 25% lower year-to-
date. 



 We could still experience some further weakness in both butter 

and cheese prices in the near months before strengthening again this 

fall. Milk production has been at levels in the Northeast and Midwest 

that has strained cheese plant capacity. Reports are that milk had been 

selling at discounts of $5 to as much as $7 to find a cheese plant willing 

to take the milk. So cheese production has been rather high in May and 

going into June. The situation is different in the West with California’s 

milk production lower than a year ago. However, Class III futures were 

not reflecting any weakness in prices until the recent declines in butter 

and cheese prices. The Class III futures were above $17 July through 

December, but now are below $17 for the remainder of the year. Class 

IV futures reached the $15’s by August but now remain below $15 for 

rest of the year. Where final prices end up depends heavily upon the 

pace of increased milk production in the months ahead. Also if cheese 

stocks build, buyers may be less aggressive in purchases for future use, 

thus softening price increases the second half of the year.  

 The pace of increased milk production doesn’t appear to be 

picking up due to lower growth in milk production in the West offsetting 

rather strong growth in the Northeast and Midwest. Compared to May a 

year ago milk production in the West was lower by 0.2% for Arizona, 

2.9% for California, 2.3% for New Mexico and 1.6% for Texas with 

Idaho being up 2.4%. Except for Texas which had both fewer cows and 

less milk per cow the declines in production were due to less milk per 

cow. In the Northeast milk production was up by 2.6% in New York, 

3.1% in Pennsylvania and 7.6% in Michigan. Both New York and 

Michigan had both more cows and higher production per cow whereas 

the increase in Pennsylvania was all due to higher production per cow. 

In the Midwest increases in milk production were 4.4% in Iowa, 3.8% in 

Minnesota, 4.4% in Wisconsin and 8.9% in South Dakota. The increase 

in Minnesota was all due to more milk per cow whereas the other 

Midwest states had both more cows and more milk per cow. Even in the 

Southeast Florida had 2.2% more milk due to more cows and more milk 

per cow. For the U.S. as a whole May milk production was just 1.4% 

higher than a year ago compared to a 1.8% increase for April. While 

cow numbers increased by 3,000 head from April to May, they were just 

0.6% higher than a year ago.  The increase in milk per cow remains 

below trend at just 0.8%. Of the 23 reporting states, 5 had less total 

milk production, all in the West, only Oregon, Texas and Virginia had 

fewer cows, and 6 states had less milk per cow. 

 If the increase in milk production stays well below 2%, this will 

help to hold milk prices for the second half of the year. But as of now, 

with weakness in butter and cheese prices, we can expect a little lower 

milk prices in July and August with some increase again by September. 

But, the Class III price may not reach $17 and the Class IV $15. If hot 

and humid weather depressed milk per cow this summer and dairy 

exports improve by more than expected, than prices could be a little 

higher.   



Bird Flu Outbreak Prevention – Best Practices 
NYS Dept. of Ag & Markets 

 A deadly strain of bird flu, Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza, 

has been identified in several states throughout the country. This strain 

can infect chickens, turkeys, ducks and a wide variety of birds. It can 

spread from bird to bird by direct contact as well as through farm 

equipment, clothing and shoes. It can spread and kill an entire flock 

within days. 

 Fortunately, Highly Pathogenic avian influenza has not yet been 

found in any birds in New York State and simple precautions can help 

keep it that way. Note: This virus is not known to be a public health 

concern. 

2015 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Outbreak:  

Biosecurity for Poultry Farms: Questions to ask yourself:  

1. Do you have footwear disinfection stations, site-provided footwear,   

or site-provided foot covers available outside all external entrances and 

is everyone, including visitors/contract workers, required to clean and 

disinfect their footwear?  

2. Are external entrances to chicken houses and the processing plant 

kept locked during nonbusiness hours?  

3. Do you ask everyone entering your farm if they’ve had any kind of 

avian contact in the past 5 days?  

4. Does farm policy require that employees and visitors/contract 

workers do not own other birds—including pet birds, domestic chickens, 

fighting chickens, ducks, geese, waterfowl, exotic birds, quail, 

partridge, or pheasants? Do these persons sign a document stating 

this?  

5. Are hand washing or hand-sanitizing stations are available and is 

everyone (including visitors and contractors) required to wash/sanitize 

their hands before entering and after leaving chicken houses or egg 

processing areas?  

6. If truck drivers are required to make multiple stops at more than one 

individual farm in any given day, are they prohibited from entering 

chicken houses or egg processing areas?  

7. Does your farm strongly discourage unnecessary outside visitors? 

Are biosecurity signs posted warning people not to enter any of the 

buildings on the premises?  

8. Do you have a dedicated parking area for visitors away from poultry 

housing and work traffic? Is there signage in the parking area to tell 

visitors how to call for assistance and to stay in their vehicles until they 

are escorted by management?  

9. Does your farm require visitors to wear clean clothes and footwear? 

Do visitors change into dedicated clothing and boots if possible? 

10.Does your farm avoid sharing equipment or supplies with other 

farms? If tools or equipment must be brought in, are they cleaned and 

disinfected as they enter? If you find yourself answering no to these 

questions, you may need to increase your level of protection!  



Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Weather: 2015 growing season 

We started with a dry cool April, a dryer than average May and a return 

to normal rainfall in June. Because of the  dry conditions new hay 

seedings took a long time to germinate. First cut grass hay yields were 

lower than normal. Wheat straw yields will be lower this season and 

there is potential for DON in wheat grain this year.  Some corn fields 

look excellent and will be waist high by the 4th of July. Some variable 

drained fields have wet areas with stunted  N deficient plants that  may 

need additional N sidedress.  Soybean fields generally look good with 

some fields planted early and currently at third trifoliate  while some 

fields were planted in mid-June.   
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Crop Conditions:  

Hay 

 So local hay 

fields grew another  

4-6” this past week 

with the generous 

amount of rainfall. 

An alfalfa field 

harvested on May 

28th is now 16” tall 

(6-15-15). If you are 

harvesting on a 32 

day cycle this field 

would be harvested 

on the 29th and would be about 30” tall with a 1” growth rate per day.  

Grass hay harvest was delayed due to dry and cool conditions this 

spring with early harvest occurring during the week of May 25th.  The 

second cutting of those early fields will probably start late next week 

(6-22-15)depending upon weather conditions.  Growers may consider 

applying additional N (up to 75lbs/ac ) on some productive grass hay 

fields after harvest looking for increased production to replace the 

lower yields in first cutting.  

 Dairy producers seeking high quality hay have circled hay 

harvest dates on their calendars and are   preparing to cut grass fields 

28-30 days from harvest and alfalfa fields from 30-32 days after 

harvest. It is important to let alfalfa regrow for  one  42 day period 

during the year to rebuild root reserves.  Most growers choose to have 

this extended period between 2nd and third cut on a 3 cut system. 

 The picture above shows curly dock , a simple perennial 

showing up in some growers alfalfa fields. Butyrac can be used on this 

weed up to 3” height ; so very early in the season. If they are spread 

throughout your field in high numbers, this may be one of the few 

ways to control this pest. If there were few individual plants or if they 

were bunched in one location I would be tempted to get a hand held 

wipe and apply roundup in a 5% solution to them now as they are 

beginning to flower. 

Potato leaf hopper (PLH) PLH numbers have been steady, ranging 

between 6 and 10 per 30 sweeps in fields that I scouted. Rainfall has 

probably helped suppress increases in numbers. 

 Remember,  this pest has a piercing, sucking mouthparts that it 

inserts into the midvein of your alfalfa leaflets taking up sap and leaving 

behind a toxin that blocks off the conduction of fluids from the point of 

injection to the leaf tip.  This results in the yellowing or purpling of the 

leaflet we call “leaf hopper burn”. That part of the leaflet is no longer 

able to photosynthesize and no longer produces sugars for the plant.  



 PLH can reduce yield by 

as much as 1/2 ton per acre 

and also reduce the protein 

content of your hay. It is one of 

the most significant pests of 

alfalfa in our area. Remember if 

you see leaf hopper burn, you 

have already lost yield and 

quality.  

 The only way to  

prevent loss is to scout fields regularly and that means sweeping your 

alfalfa fields.  You start by purchasing or making a sweep net  that is 

15” in diameter. Walk 50’ or more into one of your alfalfa fields, move 

the net in a pendulum motion in front of you keeping the net in the 

top 3-5” of  the stand counting out 10 sweeps as you move forward 

into the stand (that is one set of sweeps).  You can picture that you 

just took a sample of the insects that are in the top 5 “ of your 

alfalfa’s canopy about 6’ wide by 15’ long. When you get to the end of 

your last sweep  give the net a quick snap down and up shaking all 

the insects to the bottom of the net. Then grab the net about mid way 

trapping all of them in the bottom of the net.  Push your fist upward 

through the hoop of the net  and turn so the net is in the sunlight. 

Quickly observe the rim of the net and count any PLH that you can 

see above where you have grabbed the net. With you other hand pull 

the  net from the center upward exposing a little bit of it at a a time 

so that you can count the PLH in the net. They can and will fly out of 

the net. Count all of the PLH until you have looked at the entire 

contents of the net. Turn the net inside out walk towards the center of 

the field on a diagonal and repeat the process adding each additional 

PLH to the count  and repeat one more time at the far end of the 

field. You should take a ruler and mark the base of your handle at 3”, 

8”,  and 10”. At each site before you sweep you should measure the 

height of your alfalfa determining if the alfalfa is < 3”, 3-8”, 8-10” or 

>10”. Look at the chart on the next page to determine whether you 

are over or under the PLH threshold for management.  If the number 

of PLH you counted is at or less then the number in the N column of 

the chart associated with the  average height of the alfalfa, then you 

are under threshold. If the number of PLH is higher then that in the 

“N” column but lower then that in the M column you must do another 

set of aweeps adding to your count and comparing the total with the 

chart and the number of sets of sweeps. If your count is in between 

the numbers in the N and M column for the number of sweeps move 

to another location and take another set of sweeps add to your count 

and compare to the chart. Repeat these steps until you have a 

definitive number that is either less then or equal to the number in 

the N column and you are under threshold or equal or greater then 

the number in the M column and you are over threshold. 



Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 

Sweep  <3"  3" - 7"  8" - 10"   >10" 

Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

2  *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

3  2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 

4 
 

4    *   

11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  

5 
 

5    *   

13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 

6 
 

7    *   

15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 

7 
 

9    *   

16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 

8  11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 

9  13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  

10  19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 

Gempler’s, PO Box 270, 211 Blue Mounds Road. Mt. Horeb, WI  53572 
Phone: 1-800-382-8473 (orders), Phone: 1-800-332-6744 (customer service)  
Fax: 1-800-551-1128. Web: www.gemplers.com 

 
BioQuip Products 17803 LaSalle Avenue, Gardena, California  90248-3602  
Phone: 310-324-0620 , Fax: 310-324-7931 Web: www.bioquip.com  

 
Sweep Nets Company, 3473 Meadowlands Ln, San Jose, CA 95135, Phone: 

408-528-9283, Web: www.sweepnets.com 

 
Great Lakes IPM, INC, 10220 Church Road, Vestaburg, MI  48891-9746, 

Phone: 989-268-5693 / 989-268-5911 
Fax: 989-268-5311, Web: www.greatlakesipm.com 

If your count is over threshold and your within 10 days of harvest then 
harvest your alfalfa early.  If  you cannot clean harvest then consider 
applying baythroid or mustang at appropriate rates. 

http://www.gemplers.com/
http://www.bioquip.com/
http://www.sweepnets.com/
http://www.greatlakesipm.com/
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Pasture  Growers have 
been on pastures for at 
least two months  now. 
Weeds are probably 
readily apparent at this 
time. Many companies 
have come up with 
different designs for 
wick applicators that 
can be used to 
selectively apply 
something like roundup 
directly to the weeds 
without contacting your 
pasture grasses and legumes. Here are the names of some companies 
that sell wick applicators:  
http://www.agrisupply.com/wick-applicators/c/4200053/ 
http://www.rodgersinc.com/ 
 Growers can  spot apply systemic herbicides like roundup or 
banvel to broadleaf weeds like thistles, dogbane, curly dock, milkweed 
and  3-4 days later go in and mow paddocks to get them back to an 
even age forage. Some growers put drags behind their mowers to do a 
better job of spreading the manure around. This helps quicken the pace 
of breakdown and  reduces the amount of refusal. 
 This is the time of year when livestock can get into trouble on 
pasture. If they have eaten all the forage that they like the only plants 
left in the pasture may be plants that have a toxic principle like 
buttercup and yellow sweet clover. If there is no place else for them to 
go, consider putting hay out in a feeder in the pasture. 

The pasture to the right 

has supplied good forage 

to a group of animals for  

six weeks. This is a great 

time to do some spot 

spraying of weeds.  Follow 

up with clipping and 

consider fertilizer 

applications.  Let the area 

rest until the productive 

forage species are at least 

6” tall before bringing 

livestock back to the 

pasture. 



Contact Information for Local Agency’s that support Agriculture 

NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 

Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 

Corn:  There are a number of corn 
fields that look excellent like this early 
planted corn field.  In a well drained 
field which is at v6  stage  (6-17-15). 

The weeds have been controlled and 
side dress N has been applied. There 
is no sign of nutrient deficiencies or 
pest problems. Plants are even aged 
and even spaced. 

There are also fields that look like 
the picture to the left where variable 
drainage and excessive rainfall have 
impacted the crop.  Dig out some 

plants both from the wet areas and 
from the dryer areas and compare 
the root systems.  
If the root systems look the same, 
then the plants ability to grow and 
develop has not  been compromised 
by flooded conditions. If the grower 

calculates from N credits for sod, 
manure, soil OM and applied fertilizer then no more N  should be  needed in 
this field…. They now have to make a management decision whether  to apply 
additional N in areas of the field that look deficient. In years like 2013 where 
we had continuous saturated conditions the bugs that convert organic N to 
nitrate were suppressed and we saw little response to  additional N. The soil 

saturation hasn't been continuos this year so  what we are seeing is more likely 
the result of denitrification and plants will probably respond to N applications of 
20-40 lbs/ac in affected areas. 

I have not seen a great deal 
of slug/snail injury to corn this 
year. This one field that was 
no-tilled  had very significant 

damage in the wetter areas of 
the field. A non-toxic bait 
called sluggo can be used to 
control slugs if you have sig-
nificant infestations. For more 
information go to this link: 
http://www.certisusa.com/pdf

-labels/Sluggo_label.pdf 



Population counts: this is a perfect 
time to asses corn populations. Bill 
Cox’s research has indicated that 
growers looking for top silage yields 

should be planting at  around 35, 700 
seeds to obtain 34,000 plants per 
acre and about 33,000 seeds/ac to 
achieve optimal plant populations for 
grain production.  In 30” row spacing  
roll out your tape 17’ 5” count the 
number of plants and multiply by 

1000 to get your plant population. Do 
this for each row of your corn planter  
keeping track of the row number. Make this count at 5 locations in the field and 
compare averages for each row unit. This will help you to determine if there is 

any problem with the planter while checking your plant populations.  
If you find skips dig out the area to find the seed...no seed.. planter issue; hole 

in seed...seed corn maggot or wireworm, mushy seed-disease issue,  cork 
screwing of seed… compaction issue, seed in ground unsprouted…..too dry or 
germination issue. 

 
Soybeans  Some bean fields are still being 
planted at this time. Some are starting to 
germinate like the ones in the photo to the 

right and some are almost at the third  
trifioliate stage like the photo below. 
 
 
Apply roundup 3-4 weeks after planting, 
many fields are approaching this timing now!! 
 

No aphids found this week in any of the fields 
scouted 



Soybean Aphids 
We haven't had a significant population of 
soybean aphids in quite some time. To the 
right is picture of aphids on a soybean. You 

also will note ants on the leaf. They 
consume the honey dew that the aphids 
produce. Lady bird beetles consume aphids. 
So some of the clues that you may have an 
aphid problem might include plants that look 
a little off, lady bird beetles in a soybean 
field is another clue, leaves begin to pucker 

if there are high populations. Soybean aphid 
infestation may be harder to find and evaluate. You can picture winged aphids 
flying into spots within a field and producing progeny that don’t have wings and 
have limited mobility hence you tend to see pockets of areas being affected by 

aphids. 
The method of scouting is to walk into fields, pick a plant and methodically 

examine the leaf, flip it over and count the number of aphids on the individual 
plant. Repeat the procedure on 2-3 plants at that location. Move to another part 
of the field and repeat the procedure. If you are averaging 250 aphids per plant, 
the number of aphids increased from the last visit and there is little evidence of 
any beneficials like lacewings or ladybird beetles controlling the aphids and the 
soybeans are from initial flower to pod filling stage you should consider applying  
a labelled pesticide like baythroid, mustang, dimethoate, lorsban or warrior. 

They have found soybean aphids in 
western NY at the first or second trifoliate 
stage. That is very early which means that 
there is time for a build up in soybean 
aphid populations.  Start looking in your 
soybean fields. 
Soybean aphids are also known for 

vectoring viruses that may cause yield 
losses in snap beans.  The  picture  to the 
right is of bean common mosaic virus.  
There is nothing you can do accept to plant 
beans with resistance to this disease 
Wheat:  Fusarium Alert     

Unfortunately many of our local wheat fields 

experienced high humidity during and after 
flowering. Many growers applied Carrumba or 
Prosaro at or near the flowering stage to protect 
their wheat from fusarium infection. Growers may 
still have DON in their wheat.  So everyone will 
increase fan speeds on combines to blow out the 

lighter infected seed. In addition growers will send 
samples for analysis before trucking any wheat to 
the mill. Hopefully we will avoid any major losses 
this season. 
 
Oats:  Crown rust  has been  found in local oat 
fields in the past two seasons and untreated can 

cause significant yield losses.  See photo to right. 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 

8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   

over 30 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 

 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 

7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Nathanial Weber 
Cell: (315) 523-0950 

Serving 

Northern & 

Central NY 
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