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As the maple syrup season fast approaches, February is a good time 

to check your tubing for animal chews or down lines.  Typical sap 

production for our area can begin late February to early March.  You 

should also be inspecting your equipment, tanks, valves and pumps. 

Make any necessary repairs before the season starts.  

Another important note for the 2014 maple season is an update on 

the new international grading system for New York State. More    

information can be found on page 5 
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Upcoming Events 

Winter Shop Meetings Continue                                                         

Tuesday February 11th , 2014 12-2:00pm                                                  

February’s shop meeting will be hosted by                                        

Teel Farms 11085 West Steuben Rd., Barneveld, NY.                                   

Please join us for a casual opportunity to communicate with fellow 

farmers and to discuss current issues.  Shop meetings are free to 

attend and all are welcome to attend.  Reservations help us to plan 

ahead but are not required.  Please call 736-3394 ext. 132 to let us 

know you plan to attend, or just show up if your schedule allows. 

Healthy soils equal healthy profits workshop 

February 12, 2014  10-12:30 

Farm and Home Center in Oriskany 

Topics: measuring the health of soils, demonstration of soil health 

properties, structural and non-structural means of controlling soil loss 

and building soil health. 

Preregistration is required: Call Linda at 736-3394 ext 124 by Feb 7th. 

CCA credits will be available. 

Annual Crop Growers Meeting 
February 25th at the Verona Fire Hall on Main Street 

Registration at 10:15, meeting is 10:30 to 2:30 

$10 per person, Lunch included  

2-3 DEC recertification points anticipated 

For further information call T&P Sales 829-8000  

Hay Seminar—Sponsored by Clinton Tractor 

February 13th  

Lunch will be served at 11am and a 45 min presentation will follow 

by Mr. Bernard Adam, an international speaker who has spoken at 

over 600 seminars and has been a consultant and researcher on the 

comparison of wet and dry hay.  His presentation will discuss several 

topics including the right time and best hour of the day to mow,   

type, width and speed of mower, when to start baling, digestibility, 

the daily grain for your herd and so much more…. 

Please RSVP 853-6151 or Danielle@Clinton Tractor.net 



Beginner Beekeeper 2014 Class 

Saturday March 29th 9am to 4pm 

**Registration is required** call Jim 368-4732 

Ag Literacy Week 

March 17 – March 21st 

We are looking for Volunteers to Read 

“Who Grew My Soup” 

To Oneida County 2nd grade students 

Please call Kristi at 736-3394 ext 122 or 

Email -  KAC292@cornell.edu 

Farm Disaster Preparedness Certificate Program:  

Tuesday March 4th 9:00am-3:00pm at Oneida Co. CCE office. 

Registration required by calling 736-3394 ext. 132 by February 28th. 

Participants in this FREE program can save 10% on their Special 

Farm Package Policy thru Farm Family Insurance. Not with Farm 

Family, contact our office to learn about other participating insurance 

carriers. This course will help farm owners become prepared for 

everyday or even the most unusual disasters.  Lunch will be provided 

at no cost, please reserve your seat today! 

Save the Date: Wednesday March 26th 2014: Capturing Quality 

Premiums with Quality Milk. This one day workshop will take a 

current look at the economics of mastitis and a review of methods to 

achieving low SCC in your bulk tank. Great line up of speakers and 

topics to help improve your bottom line.  Watch for further details in 

the March issue of Farm Flash and on our website. 

 

Save the Date: Friday March 21st, 2014 : Pro-Dairy Winter Dairy 

Management Series Returns.  Watch for further details in the March 

issue of Farm Flash and on our website. 
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Contact Information for Local Agency’s that support Agriculture 

NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 

Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 



FSA’s Guaranteed Conservation Loan Program                       

Update on Standardized Maple Grading System 
By Remi Link 

 It was announced at the 2014 Maple Producers Winter 

Conference that New York State Maple Producers will be required to use 

the new international grading system starting January 2015. Initially 

this goal to standardized grading in New York was to occur sooner, but 

implementation cannot occur until all regulatory approvals are finalized. 

Vermont will be the only US state in 2014 to use the new grading 

system. 

 New York Maple Producers should continue to use the 

appropriate New York State/US maple grading system on their maple 

products for the 2014 calendar year. The table grade descriptions are 

Grade A Light, Medium, Dark and Extra Dark for Cooking. Commercial 

grade syrup is not to be packed into a retail container and should be 

labeled Grade B for Reprocessing or Substandard. A Temporary Grade 

Set, USDA Permanent Grade Set, Lovibond and the Photo Meter are all 

acceptable grade testing equipment for New York standards.  

 Once this change to the grading system takes effect for New 

York Producers beginning January of 2015, it is anticipated that the 

state will allow for a reasonable transition period to convert to the new 

international grading standards. Producers will be responsible to phase 

out their current labels and grading equipment and replace them with 

the new international grades. 

For more information, contact Remi Link at 315-736-3394 ext. 111 or 

rl368@cornell.edu .  

 The goal of FSA’s Guaranteed Conservation Loan (CL) program is 

to provide access to credit for farmers who need and want to implement 

conservation measures on their land but do not have the “up front” 

funds available to implement these practices. Unlike FSA’s traditional 

farm ownership and operating loan programs that are targeted toward 

smaller and less financially established farmers, eligibility requirements 

for the CL program are expanded to permit FSA to provide assistance to 

some applicants who may be large and financially strong.  

 FSA can guarantee a lender’s loans up to $1,355,000 to promote 

conservation practices on farms that help protect natural 

resources.  Funds can be used to implement any conservation practice 

approved by the Natural Resources and Conservation Service (NRCS) 

and included in the farm’s conservation plan, such as: • Reducing soil 

erosion; • Improving water quality and; • Promoting sustainable and 

organic agricultural practices.  

 Interest rates are negotiated between the lender and the 

producer within certain allowable benchmarks and terms vary based on 

the life of the security.  Those interested in a Conservation Loan should 

talk with their lender who in turn will apply for the guarantee from FSA.  

mailto:rl368@cornell.edu
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 The typical engine block heater takes just 1 to 2 hours to raise a 

tractor engine to temperature for starting. A simple 24-hour clock timer 

can automatically turn the heater on at the desired time. The energy 

savings from running the engine block heater unnecessarily will usually 

pay for the clock timer in 1 to 3 months. 

 I used a Tractor Heater Timer Calculator that showed energy 

savings, yearly cost estimate savings and estimated payback.  (Check 

your utility bill to see what your electric rate is shown as $/kWh.  (My 

personal kWh rate is approx. $.12-$.14) 

The results showed: 

 

 = Required Fields 

Number of Heaters:    

Wattage of Each Heater:   

Hours Per Day:    

Average Electric Rate ($):  kWh 

Estimated Energy Savings:  (kWh) 

Estimated Annual Savings:  (At 2 hour 
Preheat) 

Estimated Cost of Timers:  (1 * $20.00) 

Estimated Payback:   (Year) 
Engine Block Heater 

Diesel engines can be difficult to start in cold weather. To improve low 

temperature starting, engine block heaters can be installed to warm 

engines via the engine coolant. If block heaters are not standard with a 

particular engine, after-market block heaters are available. A block 

heater usually takes only 1 to 2 hours to warm an engine for starting. 

However, many operators will leave the heater plugged in whenever the 

tractor is not in use or plug in the heater in the evening for use the next 

morning. 

It’s a Timer for your Engine Block Heater!                                                               

Submitted by Mary Wrege 



Cost of Operating 

A 1000-watt engine heater that runs 10 hours per day (overnight 

typically) from late November through mid March will use about $90 in 

electricity. A clock timer can save money on your electric bill by 

activating the engine block heater two hours before it's normally used, 

saving over $70 in electricity per year.  For 120-volt block heaters of 

1800 watts or less, plug in timers (often used for pools) are available 

that cost about $20. For block heaters over 1800-watts or heaters that 

operate on 240-volts, timers will cost $40 to $60.  In both cases the 

payback is less than one season. Timers are available at most hardware 

stores and building centers. Timers should be outdoor or weatherproof 

rated and installed on properly grounded electrical circuits. 

 

Approximate Yearly Operation Cost for Different Wattage Engine 

Block Heaters 

(assuming cost of $0.12061/kWh)

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TIMER 

The cost to operate an engine block heater is actually quite minimal if 

done correctly. Using a plug-in timer is an easy and inexpensive way to 

optimize heater use. 

To ensure top performance look for an engine block heater timer with 

the following features: 

Outdoor-rated or cold weather-resistant 

A thermostat that turns off the heater if the ambient air temperature is 

warmer than a pre-set temperature 

UL-listed and rated for 15 amps or greater (or as needed for the 

heater) 
References:http://www.wisconsinpublicservice.com/business/farm_tractor.aspx 

http://www.michigan-energy.org/sites/michigan-energy.org/files/
pdfs/21578_sellSHEET_engineBLOCKheaters_0613_new.pdf 

Heater Wattage 

Cost for 10 
hour/day 

Cost for 2 
hours/day 

Savings/
year 

400 $48.25 $9.65 $38.60 

600 $72.37 $14.48 $57.89 

750 $90.46 $18.10 $72.36 

1000 $120.61 $24.13 $96.48 

1250 $150.77 $30.16 $120.61 

1500 $180.92 $36.19 $144.73 

http://www.wisconsinpublicservice.com/business/farm_tractor.aspx
http://www.michigan-energy.org/sites/michigan-energy.org/files/pdfs/21578_sellSHEET_engineBLOCKheaters_0613_new.pdf
http://www.michigan-energy.org/sites/michigan-energy.org/files/pdfs/21578_sellSHEET_engineBLOCKheaters_0613_new.pdf


Dairy Replacements Review: Part II 

By Marylynn Collins 

 Let’s try to pick up where we left off last month with our 

discussion on dairy replacement programs.  In the previous article I 

mentioned the top three costs associated with raising dairy heifers.  The 

top three costs analyzed in Jason Karszes study were feed; representing 

53.3% of reported costs, labor at 12.0% and opportunity costs (interest 

on daily investment) weighing in at 6.8%.  A key take home message 

regarding costs was that while you want to improve your overall cost to 

raising replacements, the goal isn’t to have the lowest cost animal, but 

the best quality dairy replacement animal. 

 Keeping the focus on quality replacements we need to be 

conscientious of management’s role in achieving these quality goals.  

Management on your dairy can have a significant impact on labor 

efficiencies and the ability to maintain or improve the quality of heifers 

produced.  The webinar referred to in last month’s article touched upon 

ways to improve labor efficiency.  A key focus point for improving labor 

efficiencies is the facilities or barns in use on our farms.  Where are 

they located in relationship to calving pens, milk houses, etc.? How 

often are you trailering heifers? Every move requires labor, time and 

planning for subsequent pen or group moves.   Can the number of 

moves be minimized with the addition of a new facility with adequate 

stalls/pens or by consolidating the number of barns being used to house 

replacements?  Additional considerations for facilities and improving 

labor costs include pen sizes and the amount and type of bedding to be 

used.   

 The final talking point of the webinar dealt with the issue of how 

many replacement heifers are actually needed on the farm.  The answer 

depends on the intent of the producer and the status of the dairy herd.   

Is the dairy growing currently or considering an expansion in the next 

couple of years? Maybe it’s a situation where the land base is maxed 

out; there is no next generation moving on to the business, so herd size 

is remaining stable.  Another thing to keep in mind is individual herd 

cull rate as it relates to number of herd replacements.  If every heifer 

calf that drops is raised can it be raised in an ideal situation so that 

quality is not sacrificed?  Can you avoid overcrowding your heifers and 

use the housing system for the number of animals it was designed for?  

Poor-doers as calves may result in first calf heifers that don’t produce as 

much and are culled prior to 60 DIM.  In those scenarios the investment 

costs in that animal will never be recouped by the producer. What if the 

situation where different in that you don’t need the extra heifers?  What 

can be done to capture the value in extra heifers on your dairy? Does it 

make sense to even consider raising extra heifers; taking in to account 

labor, facilities, feed inventories etc.? If extras are raised how will you  
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determine who is sold, when and at what price?  Do you have the data 

on hand to help you answer the question of who goes and who stays?  

Your management and record keeping skills come into play here.  Hav-

ing a handle on growth rates, illness and treatment records, and genet-

ic testing results will help you determine the answer. To review, the 

goal of a replacement program should be to raise the highest quality 

heifer that will maximize your farm’s profits.  Take time to look at the 

economic impact your replacement program has on your dairy busi-

ness.  Karszes makes the following suggestions for improving overall 

heifer costs:  

1. Lower daily costs  
2. 2. Reduce age at 1st calving  

3. 3. Improve quality of sellable calves. 

New Farmers Market  coming to Fayetteville  
 The Market will be held Thursdays from 3:00-7:00  

in the parking lot of the Town Center Mall on Rt 5 in Fayetteville 

It has a combination of stores, businesses and restaurants.  

Traffic at the Mall is substantial 

We do have limited space of only 25 spots,                                    

be sure to get your application in soon.  

The market will run between June and October.  

For details about the market please email 

fayettevillefarmersmarketcny@yahoo.com 
  

2014 Gardeners’ Educational Series 
 
March 26th – 6:30 to 8 – The Gardens you really want-start with seeds 

April 9th – 6:30 to 7:30 – Ergonomic Gardening 

April 28th – 6:30 to 8 – Color your Garden, Getting it Right 

May 14th – 6:30 to 7:30 – Square Foot Gardening 

July 16th – 6 to 8 – Garden to Table, growing and using herbs 

July 30th – 6:30 to 7:30 – Butterfly Gardening 

Aug 18th – 6:30 to 7:30 – Designing for Garden Ecosystems 

Sept 6th – 10am to noon – Seed Saving and exchange in the gardens 
 

A brochure is available to download with ALL the information on each 

class and on how to register at                                             

www.cceoneida.com/home-and-garden/events-and-classes/              

Fees vary from $5 to $10 per class, school age children are FREE 

**The 2014 Herb & Flower Fest is set for June 21st 9am to 3:30 pm** 

mailto:fayettevillefarmersmarketcny@yahoo.com
http://www.cceoneida.com/home-and-garden/events-and-classes/


Liming for field crop production 
By Jeff Miller 

Many dairy farms in the area have gone through a stretch of very tight 

budgets. There are a few different theories of what to do when you 

finally have a little greater margin of profitability. One of the theories 

is to invest back into 

the farm into things 

that will give you a 

greater return in the 

long run. One of 

those things that can 

give you that  

increased return is 

applying lime where 

it is needed. This 

starts with good soil 

sampling and soil 

analysis. 

As shown in the 

graph to the right,  

soil pH affects the 

availability of 

essential plant 

nutrients: 

  

As an example you will note 
that phosphorus becomes less 
available below a pH of 5.0 and 
above a pH of 6.0. So one con-

sideration in pH management is 
maintaining a pH where most  
essential nutrients have at least 
moderate availability. 
A second consideration is what 
pH is most supportive of the 
crops needs. As seen below 

some legumes like alfalfa and 
soybeans require a higher pH: 

 It is reasonable to have a goal to maintain a pH of 6.2 in long 

term productive grass fields while fields intended for soybeans or alfalfa 

should be maintained at a pH of 6.5—7.0.  Although the main  reason 

to apply lime may be to increase pH to the level suitable for the crops 

we intend to grow. Lime is also a source of some needed nutrients:  

Calcium and magnesium .  

Crop Species Normal Recommended 

  PH range PH Range 

     

Alfalfa 6.5 to 7.5 6.6 to 7.0 

Barley 6.3 to 7.0 6.3 to 6.5 

Birdsfoot trefoil 6.0 to 7.0 6.3 to 6.5 

Clovers 5.8 to 7.0 5.8 to 6.2 

Corn 5.8 to 7.0 5.8 to 6.2 

Grasses 5.8 to 7.0 5.8 to 6.2 

Oats 5.8 to 7.0 5.8 to 6.2 

Soybeans 6.5 to 7.5 6.6 to 7.0 

Wheat 6.3 to 7.0 6.3 to 6.5 



Our local sources of lime like quarries in Oriskany Falls, Jordanville and 

Munnsville produce lime from  rocks that are mostly calcium and have 

very little magnesium.  They can be effective at changing the pH but 

will not add magnesium. If you need to increase your pH and your 

magnesium levels are sufficient then a calcitic lime like those from local 

quarries will be suitable. If You need to increase your pH and 

magnesium levels in a field you should consider high mag lime sources 

like Lee Lime  from Lee Mass. Or Bakers from Pa.  

 The three major factors that should be considered when 

purchasing lime are  the cost of the lime based on its effective 

neutralizing value, its percent of calcium vs magnesium, and the 

fineness. The percent calcium vs magnesium has been discussed 

above. The more fine the lime the more surface area it has to react 

with soil particles speeding up the change in pH. The effective 

neutralizing value combines the effect of  the chemical aspect of the 

lime source with the physical (fineness) to give you a way to compare 

lime sources. You can only compare calcitic lime sources with other 

calcitic lime sources and high mag limes with other high mag limes. 

You can take the total cost of a lime divide it by its effective 

neutralizing value (ENV)  to get the cost per unit ENV. The cheapest 

cost per ENV in each class  (calcitic or high mag) is your better buy. 

When looking at a soil sample you may have a recommendation to 

apply  2 tons of 100% ENV lime per acre.  Well the best ENV for lime 

you can find is 70. How many tons of this lime must you apply to have 

the same as 2 tons of 100% ENV  lime.  To calculate divide 2 tons by 

70% or  0.7 that equals 2.86 tons of the 70% ENV lime.  If the 

magnesium levels were low to moderate you should apply one of the 

2.86 tons/ac as a high magnesium source. The rest can be a calcitic 

source. 

 Another aspect of liming that you should consider is the type of 

soil in your fields. If you have coarse textured soils like loams and 

sandy loams  like are present in the sand plains in Rome, some small 

areas in Verona and the northeastern and north western portion of 

Oneida county you know that they have a limited ability to hold on to 

nutrients so you are better off applying lime in smaller amounts at 

shorter intervals  like applying one ton of lime/ac every other year. 

While those of you who have more clay in your soil can apply larger 

amounts at longer intervals like 2 tons every 3 years. 

 Lime takes time to react with the soil and change the pH. If you 

have a  corn soy rotation or a  3 year corn-four year alfalfa hay rotation 

you should be considering applying the lime prior to tillage in the corn 

rotation. Tilling the lime into the soil mixes the lime with the soil 

enhancing the speed of reaction and pH change. 

Applying lime when it is needed in a timely fashion can be a wise 

investment . 



 The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources 

Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced an extension of the 

deadline for farmers and ranchers to apply to enroll in the 

Conservation Stewardship Program until Feb. 7. NRCS originally 

announced that applications for the fiscal year (FY) 2014 Conservation 

Stewardship Program (CSP) sign up would be due by Jan. 17. The 

additional three weeks will provide interested farmers and ranchers an 

extra opportunity to submit their initial applications. Producers 

compete to get into the program, and successful applications are those 

that offer the highest conservation and environmental benefits. 

 The National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC) helped 

develop CSP and has followed its progress closely. In conjunction with 

the USDA announcement, NSAC has issued an Information Alert on the 

2014 CSP sign-up. The document is available for free on the NSAC 

website or by clicking here (PDF). 

 In addition to providing the timeline for the sign-up and 

enrollment process, the Information Alert includes basic sign-up 

information, describes changes made to the program for the 2014 sign

-up, and ranks the conservation practices and enhancements being 

offered by their environmental benefits score. 

 CSP is an innovative working lands conservation program that 

rewards farmer and ranchers for the conservation and environmental 

benefits they produce. CSP is administered by NRCS and available on a 

nationwide basis. CSP offers technical and financial assistance to 

farmers for adopting and maintaining high standards of resource 

conservation and environmental stewardship. Assistance is geared to 

both the active management of existing conservation systems and for 

implementing new conservation activities (called enhancements) on 

land in agricultural production. 

 In addition to the newly released Information Alert, producers 

will find more detailed information about CSP in NSAC’s Farmers’ Guide 

to the Conservation Stewardship Program also available for free 

download at http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/. 

The Guide provides clear information on conservation activities eligible 

for CSP payments to improve conservation performance and 

environmental benefits. It also includes step-by-step enrollment 

guidance, key definitions, and helpful hints. 

 NSAC periodically analyzes CSP data from NRCS and makes this 

information available on its website. Recently, NSAC published a series 

of posts analyzing trends in CSP use across the country, looking at 

total enrollment, land management, and participation by beginning, 

socially disadvantaged, organic, and transitioning-to-organic producers 

from 2009-2012. 

NRCS announces extension of deadline for                             

Conservation Stewardship Program 
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http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=z5jVHlc2oLnWw%2BYOfqBoQvFAZ8baIegp
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=z5jVHlc2oLnWw%2BYOfqBoQvFAZ8baIegp
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=MUPxkDB%2B8V%2FiI6NAegILB%2FFAZ8baIegp
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=fAwO0GVVUmLh0xWVSxxzePFAZ8baIegp
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=MUPxkDB%2B8V%2FiI6NAegILB%2FFAZ8baIegp
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Farmers, do you need 
help?  Need to take a sick 
day?  Would you like to 

take a  vacation or just a 

day away from the farm?                                
Farmsitters Chore    

Services is made up of  
former dairy farmers.  We 

will make sure your     
animals are well cared for 
Call    Terrance 397-2593 

and leave a message.     

Oneida County Milk Price Watch through December 2013 

These prices are adjusted from Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the         

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  Re-

member that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix 

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).  Your 

actual check will depend on these factors.   

This month’s chart shows actual MILC payments through July 2013.  

The remainder of 2013 payments are estimated at 0. 
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Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   

30 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 
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