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Become an enrolled member, make a  

financial contribution! 
 

Commercial farmers in Oneida County receive the Farm Flash 

free of charge, because many of you have commented that the 

newsletter is one of your preferred sources of information and we 

want you to receive that information.  

Being an enrolled member and making a financial contribution 

demonstrates your support for the programs we offer. Financial 

contributions from individual residents represent a significant part of 

our budget, allowing us to continue to offer high quality programs 

and services. Whether its commercial agriculture or 4-H youth 

development, our office strives to meet the educational needs of the 

residents of Oneida County. 

Please fill out the card below and return it to us with your 

contribution. 

 

On behalf of the board of directors, staff and, most importantly, the 

people of Oneida County, thank you for your enrollment and your 

belief in our mission.  We appreciate the help you have given us in 

the past and are grateful for the gift you provide us now. Thank you.  

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Cooperative Extension Oneida County                        

Agriculture Enrollment    

   

Date_________ 

 

Name_____________________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________________ 

 

Telephone:_____________________ Fax________________  

 

Email:____________________________________________ 

 

Amount: $_________ 

 

 

( ) Check here if you would like to receive  an email notice of the 

latest Farm Flash Online in replacement of receiving a paper copy. 



Upcoming Events 

Oneida County Crop Congress 
Tuesday January 7, 2013 

Whites Farm Supply 962 Rte. 12, Waterville, NY 

Estimated 2.25 NYSDEC recertification credits 

CCA credits available 

Pre-registration is required 841-4181 

Pro Dairy Calf Congress: “Raising the Next Generation” 

December 4th and 5th 2013.  

This two day event will be held in Rochester, NY and will look at both 

group and traditionally raised calf rearing programs, systematic 

approaches to calf health, newborn calf vitality and many more 

relevant topics.  Visit our website for a link to the registration page.  

Not on line? Call us and we can connect you to more information. 

NYBPA Annual Meeting, Winter Conference and Banquet                 

January 17th- 18th 2014 Holiday Inn Liverpool, NY 

NY Beef Producers Association has put together an impressive line-up 

of speakers and program topics you won’t want to miss.  Animal           

behaviorist and livestock handling equipment designer,  Dr. Temple 

Grandin of Colorado State Univ. is scheduled to speak on basic animal 

behavior and how it affects cattle handling.  Pre-registration is    

required by January 3 2014. 315-797-6241 or visit www.nybpa.org 

for more information and to register. 

OPEN ENROLLMENT—AG Districts STARTS IN JANUARY 

 If you are performing an agricultural operation and would like   

to have your property included in a state certified agricultural district,  

Oneida County has designated the month of January the Open Enroll-

ment Period. Being in an agricultural district affords you special rights 

found only under Article 25AA of the Agriculture and Markets Law.  

 Persons from any town in the county wishing to submit an     

application should pick up forms at their Town Clerk's Office or 

www.cceoneida.com under AED tab, complete the forms and return 

them to the Oneida  County Planning Department, Union Station, 321 

Main St., Utica, NY 13501, postmarked by January 31st, 2014. 

 If you have any questions, you may contact Brymer Humphreys 

Chair of the Farmland Protection Board 793-3108, Guy Sassaman at  

the Oneida County Planning Department 798-5710 or Remi Link at           

Cooperative Extension 736-3394 ext 111. 

http://www.nybpa.org
http://www.cceoneida.com


Save the Date 

Healthy Soil Healthy  Profits workshop 
February 12, 2014 10:00am – 2pm 

Farm and Home Center, 121 Second, St. Oriskany, NY 

Topics to include: methods to reduce erosion, proper installation of tile 

drainage, techniques for  maintaining a healthy and productive soil 

Cosponsored by CCE, NRCS and SWCD 

Pre-registration is required. Cost $10. Lunch provided.  

Call Jeff at 315-736-3394 x 120 

Annie’s Project 
Six consecutive Thursdays Feb 6—March 13   

9:30 am to 2pm,  Lunch will be provided 

Who should attend?  Farm and Ranch women wanting a more 

active  role in the business aspects of their farm operations. 

This program was created and designed to provide women a  

comfortable place to share experiences and network while 

learning business, computer and interpersonal skills for 

today’s technology  based information systems used in 

agricultural business decision making. 

Registration is required by Jan 10th 

736-3394 ext 104 

Local beekeeper looking for land to house honey bees.                 

The land preferably should be located out of sight with                      

truck access. Land should be a southern exposure .                             

Tim Pylman—Pylman Apiaries  Cell- 315-796-0994 

Winter Shop Meetings Continue                                                         

Tuesday January 14, 2014 12-2:00pm                                                  

January’s shop meeting will be hosted by Brabant Farm and the                  

Van Lieshout Family, 6166 Happy Valley Rd. in Verona. Please    

join us for a casual opportunity to communicate with fellow farmers   

and to discuss current issues.  Shop meetings are free to attend and   

all are welcome to attend.  Reservations help us to plan ahead but 

are not required.  Please call 736-3394 ext. 132 to let us know you 

plan to attend, or just show up if your schedule allows. 



Parasite Management in Sheep & Goats 
By M. Collins 

Looking back to mid-October Mother Nature was surely on my side. She 

provided a beautiful fall day for an outside workshop for sheep and goat 

producers eager to learn more about parasite management. The 

workshop hosted by Waterville sheep producer, Ben Wood, addressed 

the topic of small ruminant parasites and treatment resistance. Small 

ruminant specialist, Tatiana Stanton from Cornell University was our 

guest instructor; the following is a brief review of the most relevant take 

home points.  As we prepare for the winter season many of our animals 

will return home to barns and/or barnyards and wait for spring’s return. 

Use this opportunity to assess the condition of your animals and review 

your protocols for treating parasites. Drug resistance remains an issue 

for small ruminants.  As it stands currently there are only three drug 

families to choose from when selecting treatment options for parasites.  

While these drug families remain a valuable tool when used 

appropriately, livestock producers should remain persistent in both 

pasture management and in developing treatment protocols that work 

for their situation. 

Know Your Enemy/Problem: Collecting fecal samples can be a helpful 

tool in determining which parasite(s) you’re trying to control.  Keep in 

mind that the goal is to prevent clinical diseases and production losses in 

your herd, not to completely eliminate any presence of parasites.  

Likely Offenders to Watch For: 

 Barber Pole Worm:  

 Blood-sucking parasite that pierces the abomasum of the 

 ruminant 

 Anemia results in worst cases 

 Short generation time/ heavy egg producer 5,000- 10,000 eggs/

 worm/day. 

 Each worm can consume 0.05 ml of blood per day. 

 Can infest and kill host in 4 weeks 

 Nematodirus, Trichostrongylus spp.; Brown Stomach Worms: 

Burrow into the wall of abomasum or intestines 

Signs to watch for: scouring, weight loss, rough hair coat, ill thrift 

 Lungworms: 

 Severe infestations cause coughing, fluid in lungs, pneumonia 

 Tapeworms: 

 Secondary host is the pasture mite, sheep/goat consume the mite 

 out on pasture, adult worm live in small intestines 

 Coccidiosis:  

 Damages lining of small intestine 

 Suspect when lambs and kids get diarrhea after 3 weeks of age 

 Spread through infected feces in soil and bedding 

 Need to manage confined pens well. 

 Stocking rate related: Overstocked pens or paddocks increases 

 risk of exposure. 



 Liver flukes: 

 Requires open water, wet conditions, snails act as carriers 

 Some NE farms are known to have chronic liver fluke populations 

 Chronic problems may exist even after proper treatment 

 Hypoproteinemia, anemia 

Know Your Weapons:  Parasite control on your farm begins with 

proper management and common sense practices. Use feeders and 

waters that minimize waste and remain free from fecal matter.  Ensure 

proper sanitation in barns and barn yards year round. Effective pasture 

management is critical to the control of Barber pole worm.  Consider 

implementing the following practices next grazing season as a means of 

reducing drug resistance.  

 Avoid overstocking pastures as well as barnyards 

 Avoid overgrazing: many eggs tend to cling to the lower 2” of plant 

growth 

 Consider extending your pasture rest periods if possible.  

 When turning animals out to pasture, make it a priority to place 

recently weaned animals on better pastures, ensuring not only good 

nutrition, but potentially less exposure to parasite loads. 

 If rest periods are feasible for certain pastures, consider clipping the 

forage extra close. Sun exposure can help interrupt the worm’s life 

cycle by sterilizing the exposed eggs. 

 Can you graze multiple species on your land? Sheep and goats share 

the same internal parasites, but these are different from those that 

tend to affect cows or horses.  Additionally, cattle tend to be more 

aggressive grazers and will happily consume the lower portion of 

plants were the eggs of sheep/goat parasites reside. 

Strive for a sound nutrition program that meets the needs of every 

stage of growth.  Animals on a high plane of nutrition will have better 

body condition and better suited to withstand the burdens of parasite 

loads.   

Know When and Who to Treat: As mentioned earlier there are three 

major drug families to choose from. 1: Bensimidazoles, also known as 

your “white drenches” go by the brand names of SafeGuard, Panacure, 

and Valbazen. 2: Nicotinics include feed additives such as Rumatel, or a 

clear drench like Tramisol or Prohibit. 3: Macrolides family includes 

products known for their broad spectrum coverage that covers internal 

as well as external parasites.  Common name brands include Ivomec, 

Eprinex, Dectomax or Cydectin.  Always consult with your veterinarian 

for proper dosing amounts and administration routes. 

Pay particular attention to those animals that are under stress or 

recently experience change.  Weaned animals and those expectant does 

and ewes are under stress and have compromised immune systems.  

Worm eggs that remained dormant in the pregnant animal spring into 

action once lactation is under way, so treating pregnant animals with an 

Continued on page 9  



Agriculture Tax Issues 
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

Upon attending the annual Cornell Tax School this past month, I would 

like to share some of the issues for farm tax preparation this year.  

Congress provides special treatment for farmers in several income tax 

matters, including employment taxes, depreciation of assets, and    

livestock sales. 

 

 According to the IRC remuneration paid in any medium other than 

cash, such as a commodity, for agricultural labor, those wages can 

be excluded from FICA taxes and FUTA taxes.  The IRS issued 

guidelines comes down to at least two components that must be 

met to be considered for exclusion from these taxes: whether the 

employee exercises dominion and control over the commodity and 

whether the payment is equivalent to cash.  Please consider clear 

documentation between both parties to provide evidence of this 

type of transaction. 
 

 Employers can provide some meals and lodging to employees as  

tax-free fringe benefits. Free meals provided by an employer to an 

employee must be furnished at the employee’s place of work and  

for the convenience of the employer, which can than be deducted  

as a necessary business expense. The same is true for lodging; it 

must be accepted by the employee as a condition of employment 

and at the convenience of the employer, which will allow for the  

exclusion of the lodging from income. 
 

 Income averaging rules for farmers is a very powerful tool for using 

lower tax brackets to both ordinary income and capital gains real-

ized in 2013 at lower rates from the previous 3 years.  The 39.6% 

bracket for ordinary income and the 20% bracket for capital gains  

in 2013 makes this tool even more useful in 2013 for tax planning, 

if it’s a high-income year. 
 

 The maximum amount you can elect to deduct, for depreciation,   

for most section 179 properties you placed in service in 2013 is 

$500,000. The deduction will drop back to $25,000 in 2014. In    

addition, certain qualified properties acquired after December 31, 

2007 and before January 1, 2014, is eligible for a 50% special     

depreciation allowance. 
 

 The character of a farmers realized loss or gain on the sale of live-

stock and where is its reported on the income tax return depends on 

the purpose for holding the livestock and how long the livestock was 

held.  Providing detailed records of livestock sales will guide your 

tax preparer in properly reporting the gain or loss when considering 

the netting process on those sales. 
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Affordable Healthcare Reform Act Reminder 

On January 1st 2014, all US residents are required to have healthcare 

coverage under the Affordable Healthcare Reform Act. You must sign 

up for coverage by December 15th to take effect January 1st 2014. 

Health insurance can be purchased on the open market or through a 

state run Marketplace. In NY, the Health Insurance Marketplace can be 

found at https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/ or 1-855-355-5777. If you 

are unable to complete the application process on your own, there are 

certified Navigators who have been trained to help. The Mohawk Val-

ley Perinatal Network 732-4657 and the Community Service Society of 

New York at 1-800-475-2430 are the authorized Navigators for Oneida 

County. If you need more information, contact Remi Link at 736-3394 

ext. 111 or rl368@cornell.edu. 

Having a record keeping system that clearly illustrates your income and 

expenses is important to offer support for those entries on your income 

tax return.  Sometimes specific record keeping rules are required to ap-

ply for deductible expenses, such as travel, entertainment, gift expens-

es, and excise taxes on certain fuels.  And the best tax planning for any 

farmer is having timely information presented to your tax preparer, 

providing detailed records of transactions during the year, and keeping 

an open dialogue during the year when entering transactions into your 

record keeping system, if you’re unclear on how to record it.  

References: 

Internal Revenue Service Website, Publication 225 (2013), Farmers Tax 

Guide, www.irs.gov 

National Income Tax Workbook 2013, Cornell Income Tax Education 

Schools, Charles H. Dyson School of Applied Economics and Manage-

ment www.agfinance,dyson.cornell.edu  

Parasite Management Continued from page 6 & 7 

 

approved drug may be warranted.  Avoid over using drug treatments in 

your herd by switching to an “as needed” approach and avoiding the “all 

treated” mentality. You may be tempted to rotate through the three 

drug families following a treatment, but its best to wait to change 

families once you’ve confirmed that a particular drug family is no longer 

working in your herd.  The effectiveness of a particular drug or drug 

family can be determined by conducting a fecal egg count reduction 

test.  This requires collecting a fecal sample before deworming and a 

second fecal sample 7 – 10 days after a treatment.  Your veterinarian 

should be able to perform the fecal egg count from the samples 

provided and determine the effectiveness of the drug in question.  

https://nystateofhealth.ny.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.agfinance,dyson.cornell.edu/


Energy Considerations for the Farm Shop 

Submitted by Mary Wrege 

The farm shop is often the second most used building during the winter 

after the home. It needs to be well-insulated and sealed to keep energy 

use to a minimum. 

 

Questions to ask: 

 

 Is insulation adequate in the walls, ceiling and doors of the shop? 

 

 Do the doors fit tightly to limit air infiltration? 

 

 Do you have insulation around the shop floor and foundation that 

extends at least 2 feet below ground? 

 

 Do you use your waste engine oil for heating the shop? 

 

 Do you have good, economical lighting in the shop? 

 

 Do you have a minimal amount of windows in the shop? 

 

 Are windows double glazed? 

 

 Do large shop doors face south or east? 

 

 Do you have a dense shelterbelt on the west and north side of your 

farmstead? 

 

Facts and Actions:  Farm Shop 

 

 Insulation with R-30 to R-40 value in the ceiling and R-18 value in 

the sidewalls is recommended.  Doors should have an R-value of 10 

to 12. 

 

 If doors do not fit tightly and allow significant amounts of cold air in, 

weather stripping should be installed. Air infiltration is one of the 

largest heat wasters in many buildings.  Insulation around the shop 

foundation should be at least 2 inches of extruded polystyrene 

(enclosed cell insulation) installed at least 2 feet below ground level. 

Any concrete exposed above ground level needs insulation and the 

insulation above ground needs to be covered to prevent damage from 

birds, rodents and sunlight. Be sure to extend the insulation cover 

well below ground level (6 inches or more). 

 

 Waste engine oil is an excellent source of heat. Used engine oil tends 

to accumulate extremely fast during times when farm engines are  
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 Good overhead lighting is a necessity in a shop. Use metal halide or 

T-8 fluorescent lamps for economical lighting that will keep 

electricity use to a minimum and give good lighting to work on 

equipment. Metal halides are slow to come on, so one or two LED 

bulbs may be helpful to provide light when you enter the shop. 

 

 Double- or triple-glazed windows help reduce heat loss and 

moisture condensation. A window with single glazing will have an R

-value of about 0.9, whereas a double-glazed window with an inert 

gas between panes will have an R-value of 3.0 to 4.0 

 

 The large doors for bringing machinery in and out of the shop 

should face away from prevailing winter winds. Prevailing winter 

winds are usually from the northwest.  Installing the large doors 

facing south or east will prevent a considerable amount of heat loss 

when doors are opened. 

 

 Use zone heating. Heat only the areas that need to be heated.  

Directional heaters over work benches are examples. Separating 

the shop from the storage area, even with a plastic curtain, can 

save a significant amount of heat. 

 

 Dense shelterbelts reduce the wind velocity and reduce the energy 

needed to heat the shop. Short, dense trees should be located on 

the edge of the shelterbelt and the taller trees located in the 

middle.  Shelterbelts should be at least 100 feet from the shop to 

reduce the problem of snow buildup near the shop. 

 
Sources: 
Montana SU, E3A: Exploring Energy Efficiency & Alternatives 

http://e3a4u.info/wp-content/uploads/FarmEnergy.pdf 

Additional Resources: Planning Farm Shops, AE-1066, 
North Dakota State University Extension Service. 
www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/ageng/structu/ae1066w.htm 
Farm Shop Plans Book, MWPS-26, Midwest Plan Service, Iowa SU 
www.mwps.org 

operating. Store this oil in a large barrel to use for heating during 

the winter. Several manufacturers make waste oil heaters and 

many heaters can use fuel oil if the waste oil runs out. 

 

 Large or many windows increase heat loss and limit useable wall 

space for tools. They usually provide little light in the shop as the 

days are short in winter and the light they provide is usually near 

the wall where they are installed. 

http://e3a4u.info/wp-content/uploads/FarmEnergy.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Linda/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/H6BF6JI1/www.ag.ndsu.edu/pubs/ageng/structu/ae1066w.htm
file:///C:/Users/Linda/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/H6BF6JI1/www.mwps.org


Cornell 2013 Corn Silage variety trial results Bill Cox and Jerry 

Cherney measure  both yield and quality aspects of the corn hybrids 

that are planted in their trials at four locations in New York: Aurora, 

Groveland Station, Madrid and Sackets Harbor.  They report several  

key characteristics for each hybrid. Yield is probably the most dominant 

characteristic that most growers want to compare. Dry matter at 

harvest can serve as a way to compare the maturity of the hybrids in 

the trial so that you can choose which hybrids may be more suitable for 

locations on your farm. A lab analysis is conducted on a sample of each 

hybrid in the trial.  The 30 hr NDFD ( neutral detergent fiber 

digestibility), percent crude protein, percent starch and starch 

digestibility are determined along with other key characteristics that 

affect milk production. These factors are combined in a calculation to 

provide an estimate of milk production that can be used as a numerical 

value for ranking  and comparison of hybrids. Both milk per ton values 

and milk per acre values are presented in the tables below. Hybrids are 

grouped by maturity for comparison. Only the results from the Aurora 

site are presented here. If you would like to see the results from the other 

locations they can be found at our website: www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/

specific-crops/corn/variety-selection/?stage=Live 

Crop Shorts  

By Jeff Miller 

http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/specific-crops/corn/variety-selection/?stage=Live
http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/specific-crops/corn/variety-selection/?stage=Live
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The results presented above are from one year at this location. As is always   
recommended,  the best information on any hybrids’ performance comes from 
data taken from multiple locations over a few years. 
Results from the Cornell grain hybrid trials are not available yet: on the 

next page is one of the summary tables from 2012 We will publish the    
results from the 2013 corn grain hybrid trials when they are available. 



Contact Information for Local Agency’s that support Agriculture 

NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 

Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 



Evaluation of small grain for forage production   

 At least 6 local dairy farmers established a small grain in the late 

fall of 2012 for a May harvest in 2013. Most of them were trying this new 

practice because of the lower inventories of hay crop due to the drought 

we experienced in 2012.  

 All but one grower planted winter rye (mostly bin run), one 

planted triticale.   All of the growers broadcast applied the seed which 

doesn’t impact rye as much as it does the triticale. The planting date 

ranged from the earliest on September 8th  (triticale) and the latest on 

the 16th of October. Planting date in  2012 didn’t seem to impact yield 

very much. There were 205 GDDs 86/50 from September 8th to 

September 25th and an additional 117 GDDs from the 25th to the 16th of 

October. Most local wheat growers would agree that planting in mid-

September vs  in October increases straw yields which by extension 

should also increase forage yields. The work conducted by Tom Kilcer 

would reinforce that conclusion.  

 All of these growers applied manure: 4 applied 4000gal/ac, one 

applied 12,000 gal/ac, 4 of the 5 applied manure and incorporated it 

prior to planting. As you can see in the table below manure did not 

significantly increase yield or protein levels in the forage. This makes 

sense when you think about the lateness of application, cool soil 

temperatures and reduced biological conversion of the N to a form that 

could be taken up by the growing plants. 

 Three of the 5 farms applied  60 lbs N/ac in the spring at green 

up. The N in this fertilizer is in a form that can be readily taken up by the 

small grain crop at a time when it is needed. All of the growers who 

applied fertilizer N had forage protein levels  that were higher ranging 

from  14.3 – 16.4 compared to the two fields that didn’t receive fertilizer 

N in the spring (8.1 – 13). 

 All of the growers took a timely harvest, most harvesting the 

small grain crop prior to, or at head emergence. All of them chopped and 

fermented the crop, feeding it as silage. All of the growers were happy 

with the quality and palatability of the new feed crop. Most of them fed it 

to their milking herd. 

 These growers were very helpful in doing field estimations of yield 

and providing purchased input costs and information about field 

preparation so that we could use custom rates  to develop a budget of 

expenses incurred in producing this crop. The results are published in the 

table below. The cost per dry matter ton is exhibited in the table. The 

line below subtracts their estimated cost per dry ton from $244 which I 

used as the value for a  dry ton of hay. You can see using these 

conservative estimates that there is a small margin of profitability in 

most cases.  

 The back half of this story is the double crop. All of these growers 

followed the harvest of this small grain forage with corn planted for 

silage harvest. This is where the results are less positive because of the 

extreme rainfall we endured through the month of June. This practice of 

harvesting small grain for forage  can delay corn planting. That delay in  



planting especially combined with heavier soils resulted in lower corn 

silage yields this year. Will this experience occur again next year. I hope 

not. Several of these growers planted a small grain  again this fall.  

Some tips from the experience this year. Triticale will provide a higher 

quality forage with greater yields if you have a rotation that allows you 

to plant it in mid- August. If you plan to plant triticale make sure you 

plant it at 1.25” depth with a drill to reduce frost heave and improve 

stand populations and yield. As we get later into fall switch to winter rye 

and increase the rate of seed from 2.0 bu/ac in September to 2.5 bu/ac 

in October. We hope to have results back from field trials on N rates to 

give you a better idea on how much N to apply in the spring, at this 

moment I would be suggesting 60lbs of N /ac at green up. Timely 

harvest is the key to higher quality and palatability, so visits to the field 

should be made regularly starting in early May. Most of the growers 

spent significant time tilling fields after small grain harvest using  chisels 

and disks. One grower had well prepared fields prior to planting the 

small grain in the fall and simply zone-tilled and planted the corn. This 

field looked just as good as all the other fields.  If you plan a no-till / 

zone-till planting be prepared to wait for green up of the stand and 

apply roundup with a half rate of your residual program. 

Special thanks to all the local growers who provided this information. 



Crop Input costs and risk management  Many of you have addressed 

some of the risks to your crop production program already. Having a 

good rotation where you have some perennial crops (hay), some winter 

annuals (wheat, rye, triticale) and some summer annuals (corn, 

soybeans, oats, snap beans) that have different planting times, flowering 

times and harvest times spreads out risks of crop loss. You may also be 

managing risk by planting different maturity groups of a given crop. Bill 

Cox and Bill Pardee, Cornell University suggest the 20:60:20 rule where 

you plant the majority of your acres to a maturity group that you are 

sure will reach maturity on your farm every year (60%); then you plant 

20% to an earlier variety to hedge against a bad year and 20% to a 

longer maturity group to trap higher yields in the case of a good year. 

Some of you plant more acres then you require of a particular crop, like 

corn for silage, as a buffer against a bad season. Many of you had to 

cash in on that risk management practice this year.  

 I recently surveyed some local agric. businesses on the change in 

prices of the inputs they sell comparing 2006 prices with prices in Nov. 

2013. The results will probably not surprise you. First fertilizer: the 2006  



price for urea was $380/ton, MAP was $345/Ton and potash was $275/

ton; the price of the same fertilizer sources in Nov. 2013 were: urea at 

$450/ton an 18% increase, $500/ ton for MAP a 45% increase and $430/

ton for potash a 56% increase. Second corn seed prices:  2006:  $80/

bag for a conventional hybrid , $115/bag for seed with the  roundup 

ready trait, Nov. 2013: $150/bag for a conventional hybrid: an 88% 

increase and $230/bag for a hybrid with the roundup ready trait: a 100% 

increase. Land rental rates are a bit harder to get but the rates I heard 

most in 2006 were from $30 - $65/ac in 2013  the rates I heard were 

$45 - $150/ac. Diesel fuel on the spot market was $2.47/gal in Nov. 

2006 and was $3.33/gal in Nov. 2013 a 35% increase.  Most growers 

would say that the cost of producing corn was about $350/ac in 2006 

and has increased to $500 or more / ac in 2013.  The important point to 

consider is that the out of pocket cost to grow crops has gone up 

significantly in recent years. So if you grew 100 acres of corn in 2006 

you were risking about $35,000 of your money, today that risk has 

increased to $50,000 dollars.  

I will spend some time this winter writing a few articles  and  providing 

some short talks at local meetings  on crop insurance so that you can 

make your own evaluations whether it is a reasonable investment for you 

to make in managing the risks in crop production. 

2013 wheat crop and management of fusarium head blight  

Cornell University plant pathologist Gary Bergstrom says that New York 

winter wheat and barley flowered primarily in late May/early June — a 

rainy but unseasonably cool period during which the Fusarium Risk 

Assessment Tool indicated a low risk for FHB. “More precipitation and 

warmer temperatures were encountered in mid-June when the crop was 

past flowering but the risk for late infections was increased,” Bergstrom 

says. While scab symptoms were slow to appear, they did become 

obvious in many fields at low to moderate incidence at kernel dough 

stages in late June, he adds. Higher incidences were observed in wheat 

fields planted into corn stubble.  

Yield reductions due to FHB were generally not severe, Bergstrom says 

— perhaps due to the lateness of infections. “There was a mosaic of DON 

contamination levels in wheat grain,” he relates — with DON 

concentrations between 0.5 and 1.5 ppm being common. “Relatively few 

loads trucked to elevators and flour mills had high DON levels (>4.0 

ppm),” the Cornell plant pathologist reports, but a significant number of 

loads with DON above 2.0 ppm were rejected.  

“The value of moderately resistant varieties in reducing toxin levels 

below 2.0 ppm was demonstrated in 2013,” Bergstrom affirms.  

A few local growers applied early applications of  fungicides like quilt and 

headline to a few of their wheat fields to try them out. One grower tried 

an application of  Caramba near flowering. Unfortunately the growers 

didn’t have the time to do strip trials and obtain samples and yields that 

would provide the information they needed to evaluate the use of these 

fungicides. If anyone is interested in doing this next season please 

contact me 736-3394 ext 120. 



Gypsum Bedding in Long-Term Manure 

Storage May Create Dangerous Conditions 

FARMERS AND MANURE HANDLERS NEED 

TO AVOID EXPOSURE TO MANURE GASES 

PRODUCED BY LONG-TERM MANURE 

STORAGES, ESPECIALLY WHEN GYPSUM IS 

USED FOR BEDDING 

 DANGEROUS LEVELS HAVE BEEN              

MEASURED! 
 

All stored manure can produce gas levels of concern in some conditions.  

Some gases (like hydrogen sulfide [H2S]) are toxic and heavier than air 

and therefore are prone to sink to low areas like storage pits, sumps, or 

other depressions.  These areas are the most dangerous.  When mixed 

before spreading, manure pits and storages that hold manure from barns 

where gypsum is used for cow bedding may be at increased risk to 

release H2S gas at levels that are hazardous and could even be life 

threatening.  As wind currents mix H2S with air, the hazard is quickly 

reduced so the main concern is the area right around manure storage, 

especially during agitation. 

 

Why is gypsum a potential concern?  Gypsum is a significant source of 

calcium and sulfur.  Though both calcium and sulfur are beneficial in the 

right place and form, some naturally occurring bacteria in liquid manure 

storages use the sulfur to make hydrogen sulfide.  The bacteria are most 

active in warmer months, so summer and fall pit agitation can be more 

dangerous.  We recently learned that gypsum cannot currently be used 

as bedding on farms in the United Kingdom due to the health risk 

concerns with hydrogen sulfide emissions from manure storages. 

 

In October 2013, staff from the Benton fire department and Yates Soil 

and Water Conservation District (SWCD) measured more than 100 ppm 

hydrogen sulfide next to a long-term manure storage pit during agitation 

on a farm where gypsum has been used for bedding.  In certain 

conditions, hydrogen sulfide can be a problem in any long-term storage, 

but the level found here is much higher than we have seen measured in 

other locations.  It is not fully clear if gypsum is a source of the problem, 

and more testing is needed to better assess the situation.  However, 

gypsum is major source of sulfur in some pits and due to the potential 

threat to health and safety, we are recommending caution.  Air was also 

tested around the perimeter of a long-term manure storage on a Yates 

County farm that does not use gypsum for bedding and H2S levels were 

overall undetectable. 

 

Hydrogen sulfide levels above 20 ppm can begin to cause humans 

problems including headaches, dizziness, and fatigue.  According to the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), a concentration  



of 100 ppm hydrogen sulfide is immediately dangerous to life and 

health because the symptoms can make it hard to escape from a 

dangerous situation.  Levels over 100 ppm paralyze the olfactory nerve 

(sense of smell) causing the victim to not know they are still breathing 

in the gas, and exposure at this level for 48 hours may cause death.  

At levels above 500 ppm, staggering and collapse can occur in 5 

minutes, death after 30-60 minutes.  If we are finding random air 

samples over 100 ppm, it is possible to have pockets of hydrogen 

sulfide near storage structures during agitation that are at much higher 

levels.  

More testing will be done this fall in the Yates County area on farms 

that have used gypsum and those that have not.  If you have stored 

manure with gypsum material and are planning to agitate and 

land apply manure from that storage this fall, the following 

precautions should be taken: 

 Make sure no unnecessary people are near the pit or open air 

storage during agitation and pump out. 

 Set up large fans and/or blowers around where operators will be 

working to mix air and dilute any gases. 

 Pit operators should be trained to use respirators and how to 

work in hazardous places.   

 Use a respirator when working around the pit during agitation 

and filling.   

 Do not enter pits, tanks or open air depressions (low areas) 

without a respirator! 

 If entry is necessary, never do so during agitation.  Enter only if 

the pit is well ventilated, fresh air is supplied to a respirator and 

a safety harness and attached rope is worn and there are two 

people standing by to help. 

In addition to the above tips, farmers should: 

 Consider using other materials for bedding until this issue is 

better understood. 

 Have an emergency plan in place. 

 Train all family members and employees in the dangers of manure 

gases. 

 Install gating/fencing and danger signs around all manure 

storages. 

 

*A portion of this information is summarized from an article produced by 

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau and US Department of Labor, OSHA division 
website* Tom Eskildsen, Yates SWCD Nancy Glazier, Cornell CCE 
Curt Gooch and Karl J. Czymmek, Cornell PRO-DAIRY 

Farmers, family members, workers, and visitors are urged to avoid any and all 
manure gases, especially from storages when gypsum is mixed in with manure 
in any significant quantities.  Note:  for operations that daily haul manure and 
use gypsum for bedding, we expect little or no production of hydrogen sulfide, 
but care should be taken to minimize risks there too. 



Milk Price Watch Thirteen months through October 2013 

Farmers, do you need help?  

Need to take a sick day?  

Would you like to take a    

vacation or just a day away 

from the farm?                                

Farmsitters Chore Services 

is made up of  former dairy 

farmers.  We will make sure 

your animals are well cared 

for Call Terrance (315) 397-

2593 and leave a message.     

References  

These prices are adjusted from Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the         

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  Remember 

that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling charges, and 

they are based on a standardized component mix (3.5% butterfat; 

2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).  Your actual check will depend 

on these factors.   

This month’s chart shows actual MILC payments through July 2013.  

August, September & October 2013 payment is estimated at 0. 

 

http://www.fmmone.com/


Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 

years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 
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