
August 2013 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County’s 

Farm Flash  

Local farmers as well as Agri-Business have been affected by 

continuous rainfall in our county.  As Cooperative Extension 

surveyed local producers on flooding of roadways, field crops and 

pasture saturation we learned that Pohl’s Feed Inc. in Vernon NY 

was severally damaged when the Sconondoa Creek overflowed its 

banks.  Pohl’s has been a staple in the agricultural community 

since 1925 with its dedicated staff working hard to provide the best 

feed and supplies.  Many of the producers have losses to corn and 

hay fields, but cannot calculate the full economic impact until they 

can get access to those fields, if the rain would only cease. 



Jeffrey Miller 
Agriculture Team Leader 
E-mail  jjm14@cornell.edu 
736-3394 x120 

Mary Wrege 
Renewable Energy Educator 
E-mail  mpw57@cornell.edu 
736-3394 x131 

Jim Manning 
Farm Business                    
Management Educator 
E-mail  jpm277@cornell.edu 

CCE of Oneida County 
121 Second Street 
Oriskany NY 13424 

315-736-3394 
www.cceoneida.com 

Bonnie Collins 
Farm Business  
Management Educator  
E-mail  bsc33@cornell.edu 
736-3394 x104 

Marty Broccoli 
AED Specialist 
E-mail  mjb83@cornell.edu 
736-3394 x121 

Remi Link 
AED Assistant 
E-mail  rl368@cornell.edu 
736-3394 x111 

Caroline Williams 
Community & Regional 
Development 
E-mail  jcw28@cornell.edu 

Mary lynn Collins 
Dairy & Livestock Educator 
E-mail  mrm7@cornell.edu 
736-3394 x132 

“Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities” 
     Please contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension of  Oneida County office if you have any special needs. 

Linda Wightman 
Ag Administrative Assistant 
E-mail   LW343@cornell.edu 
736-3394 x124 

CCE of Oneida County Farm Flash  

Table of Contents    
 
Page 3  Upcoming events 

Page 4-5 Forage Inventories (including a worksheet) 

Page 6-7, 21 Tractor and Field Operations Energy Checklist 

Page 8 ,21 CAFO Update info for Dairy farms under 300 cows 

Page 9  Crop Insurance what is the Cost & Benefit 

Page 10-20 Crops Shorts 

Page 20 Milk Price Watch 

Page 21 Check out the Ad for our “New Sponsor” 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

Make Plans to Attend: Small Ruminant Parasite Workshop. 

Small Ruminant specialist, Tatiana Stanton from Cornell University 

will be presenting Saturday October 12th on the importance of   

managing parasite loads in sheep and goat herds.                          

FAMACHA training is also available if enough interest is generated.  

Watch for further details in September’s Livestock Edition of Farm 

Flash. Please call 736-3394 ext. 132 if you are interested specifically 

in FAMACHA training. 

“Grill those Veggies”  

August 21, 6 to 8 pm 

Our Master Gardeners will speak about Vegetable Varieties. 

Guest Speaker Susan Sady will demonstrate how to grill many     

vegetables and make a grilled Veggie whole wheat pasta salad     

with a light summer dressing for sampling using                                

fresh vegetables from our gardens. 

Cost is $10 you can register at http://goo.gl/TiKQZ or call 736-3394 
 

Empire Farm Days 
Aug 6 & 7, 9am to 5pm Aug 8, 9am to 4pm 

Rodman Lott & Son Farms 

2973 Rt 414, Seneca Falls, NY 

Parking $10 FREE Admission 

Www.empirefarmdays.com 

Health Care Reform Act 
CCE will be hosting an informational meeting on Sept 24,  

Guest speakers will provide information and answer  

questions for individuals and small business’ on the mandatory 

Health Care Act which goes into effect Jan 1, 2014 

Registration is Required 

736-3394 ext 104 or BSC33@cornell.edu 

Please look for more information in next months FarmFlash 

Or at www.cceoneida.com 

Contact Information for Local Agencies that support Agriculture 

NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 

Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 



Livestock Discussion Group: Exploring the Possibilities… 

We are fortunate to have a mixed variety of experienced livestock 

producers in our county.  From sheep to alpacas, and from beef to 

swine, dairy and meat goats, there appears to be a growing number 

of people interested in raising animals.  CCE of Oneida County is 

prepared to offer an opportunity for networking with other livestock 

producers through a Livestock Discussion Group.  The purpose of the 

group would be to connect with and learn from fellow livestock 

growers who have experienced similar issues, concerns and successes 

in pursuing their individual livestock interests.  If enough interest is 

generated, meeting notices and upcoming events will be posted on 

our web page and in future Livestock editions of Farm Flash.  Please 

call 736-3394 ext. 132 if interested.  Please be sure to leave your 

name, phone number and or email address. 

Forage Inventories: Plan Ahead and Allocate Wisely 

By M. Collins 

 It’s 90 plus degrees and crazy humid today, and every farm I 

pass has been going full tilt for a week straight to get their haying 

done.  It’s unfortunate that we didn’t have the ideal  2-3 day stretches 

of good hay drying weather two months ago. Like last year, many 

farms in the county will be dealing with both forage quality and 

quantity concerns, but the culprit this go around is too much water for 

too long.  What plans do you have to replace or supplement lost forage 

inventories?  How will you be using those late cut, over mature and low 

digestible feeds?  Taking the time now to assess your forage 

inventories as well as the quality of your feeds has the potential to 

save you the hassle of scrambling for forages this fall. Additionally, 

when you know the quality you’ll have a better sense of which group of 

animals on your farm will stand to gain from it.  It might be worth 

placing a phone call to neighboring farms to initiate the conversation 

about available corn silage.   

 The worksheet to the Right titled “Dairy Herd Forage Inventory” 

can be a helpful tool to begin assessing your forage inventories.  For 

additional worksheets please visit our website http://

www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/dairy/nutrition-and-feeding/

#.UfAIy41OPz4  and click on Cornell University Dairy Management 

Programs Feed Fact Sheets and Worksheets 

At this same location you can find information on how to price corn 

silage and how to estimate corn silage yields.  If you don’t have access 

to a computer please call our office and we can provide the worksheets 

and assist you in completing them. 736-3394 ext 132 

http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/dairy/nutrition-and-feeding/#.UfAIy41OPz4
http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/dairy/nutrition-and-feeding/#.UfAIy41OPz4
http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/dairy/nutrition-and-feeding/#.UfAIy41OPz4
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Tractor and Field Operations Energy Efficiency Checklist and Tips 

      Submitted by: Mary Wrege 

There are several sources or information that 

is available when considering farm and field 

energy and fuel use.  The prices are rising 

again…so here are some things to think about 

when trying to skim dollars from your field 

operation costs. 

Tractor and Field Operations 

Field operations are one of the largest uses of 

energy on most farms, so it is helpful to 

examine reducing or eliminating operations 

for reductions in energy use. Conservation 

tillage systems conserve fuel by cutting down 

on the number of passes across fields. No-till or reduced-till systems 

allow farmers to prepare the seedbed, apply fertilizer, and plant the crop 

in one operation. 

No-till drills or air seeders use approximately 0.7 gallons of fuel per 

acre. A common conventional tillage system for crop production includes 

a chisel plow operation using 0.6 gallons per acre, a field cultivator using 

0.3 gallons per acre, and a drill using 0.5 gallons per acre for a total of 

1.4 gallons of fuel per acre. In this example, conservation tillage 

requires half the fuel of the conventional tillage system. 

Questions to Ask:  

 Are you using radial tires, and are they properly inflated? 

 Is your tractor properly matched to the implement you are using? 

 Are you reducing the engine RPM speed when a larger tractor is used 

with a smaller implement? 

 Is your tractor wheel slippage excessive? 

 Is a change or reduction in tillage practices possible? 

 Is fuel storage shaded? 

 Have your engine fuel filters and air cleaner been replaced or 

serviced as recommended by the manufacturer? 

 Have your engine fuel injectors been cleaned and serviced properly 

 Are you using a timer on your tractor's engine heater                       

Facts and Actions: Tractor Operation  

* Proper maintenance as recommended by the manufacturer should be 

performed regularly on all field equipment. This includes replacing fuel 

filters, changing oil and filter, lubricating bearings, and having regular 

engine tune-ups. The tractor maintenance programs provided by 

implement dealers are an excellent way to have equipment (especially 

tractors and combines) checked and maintenance operations completed 

by professionals. 

* Properly inflate radial tires to significantly reduce slippage compared 

to bias ply tires. http://tractortestlab.unl.edu/ 
 
 
 



 Check the Nebraska Tractor Test Laboratory  http://tractortestlab.unl.edu/ 

to find the efficiency of tractors in horsepower hours per gallon, which is 
similar to the miles per gallon rating for cars and pickups. This allows 
buyers to check and compare tractor efficiencies before purchasing. A 

common efficiency rating for field tractors is 17 to 19 horsepower hours per 
gallon. The higher the number, the more power produced from a gallon of 
fuel. 

 Use a machinery cost calculator http://faculty.apec.umn.edu/wlazarus/

documents/machdata.pdf to assist with selecting the most fuel-efficient 

combination of tractor size and equipment width. For example, a 23-foot 
chisel plow and 200-hp tractor consume 0.68 gal./acre of fuel. A larger 37-
foot chisel plow and 310-hp tractor consume 0.57 gal./acre of fuel. 
Avoid using small implements with large tractors. For the most efficient 
operation, the implement should be operated using the best matched 
tractor. If a larger tractor is used with small implements, use the principle of 

gearing up and throttling down to maintain proper ground speed will reduce 
fuel consumption. Be careful not to overload the engine when using this 
method. 

 Aim to maintain wheel slippage http://www.extension.org/pages/28319/

optimize-wheel-slip-to-save-fuel generally between 10% and 15% for two-
wheel drive tractors and 8% to 10% for four-wheel drive tractors. Wheel 
slippage outside this range means the tractor is not weighted properly. If 
wheel slippage is greater than the recommended amount when a heavy load 

is pulled, more weight should be added in the form of cast iron wheel 
weights or fluid in the tires. Either form of weight is as effective as the 
other. If wheel slippage is less than the recommended amount, the tractor 

is carrying too much weight. This will cause the tires to sink in deeper than 
necessary and increase power requirements to move the tractor across the 
field, resulting in lower efficiency. 

 To significantly reduce tractor use and therefore save energy, money, and 

machinery wear and maintenance, use minimum or no-till practices. Other 
strategies for reducing fuel use include combining operations into one pass 
over a field or reducing the depth of tillage equipment. 

 Constantly variable transmissions (CVT) or infinitely variable transmissions 

(IVT) are new technologies that help improve fuel efficiency by using 

electronic control of transmission and engine speed for the most efficient 
operation. The operator sets the operation speed, and the controller 
determines engine speed and transmission setting based on load. These 
systems automatically perform shift up/throttle down. 

 Use guidance and auto-steer systems to reduce overlap on field operations, 

increase the ability to operate longer hours (darkness), reduce operator 
fatigue, and improve efficiency of operations. 

 Don't leave engine heaters plugged in overnight, if possible. Diesel tractor 

engines generally require 1 to 2 hours of heater operation before cold 
weather starts. A 1,000-watt engine heater will cost $150 a season to use 
(based on 10 hours per night, and $0.10/KWh, heating season 150 days 
long). Operating that same 1,000-watt heater for only 2 hours each 
morning will save $120, more than enough to pay for the cost of the timer. 

                

                                      Continued on page 21 

http://tractortestlab.unl.edu/testreports.htm
http://tractortestlab.unl.edu/
http://faculty.apec.umn.edu/wlazarus/documents/machdata.pdf
http://faculty.apec.umn.edu/wlazarus/documents/machdata.pdf
http://faculty.apec.umn.edu/wlazarus/documents/machdata.pdf
http://www.extension.org/pages/28319/optimize-wheel-slip-to-save-fuel
http://www.extension.org/pages/28319/optimize-wheel-slip-to-save-fuel%20
http://www.extension.org/pages/28319/optimize-wheel-slip-to-save-fuel%20


CAFO Update:  Information for Dairy Farms Under 300 Mature Cows 
Karl Czymmek, Pro-Dairy Program 

After several months of discussion and public vetting, NYS officially 

changed CAFO Permit regulations that affect dairy farms with 200-299 

milking cows. The new rule was published on May 8, 2013 and became 

effective immediately. For farms that are already in this size range, or 

thinking about growing into it, here’s what dairy producers need to 

know: 

1) The CAFO regulations now state that dairy farms with 200-299 

mature dairy cows are exempt from permit coverage, as long as these 

dairies DO NOT DISCHARGE. Farms in this size range where dirty runoff 

water, manure, milking center waste or bunk leachate can get in to a 

stream or watercourse are required to obtain or retain permit coverage. 

It is commonly accepted that the “no discharge” requirement can be met 

if farms prepare, implement and follow a comprehensive nutrient 

management plan (CNMP) prepared in accordance with USDA-NRCS 

standards and specifications, they do not have ditches or pipes that flow 

directly to streams, do not discharge directly, and do not have overflows 

of manure storage structures. In some circumstances, farms that are 

located a significant distance from surface water resources or have 

taken care to build and manage farmstead facilities (barns, bunks, 

manure storage and milking center) may also meet the no discharge 

requirement. Producers may want to consider that a discharge without a 

permit may result in fines and having to get a permit under an order 

from enforcement officials. Bottom line: Regardless of permit status, 

prudent managers will develop and follow a CNMP. 

2) Currently permitted farms that are under 300 cows may stay in the 

permit or opt out of the permit if they do not discharge. Farms that are 

currently in the CAFO Permit system may choose to stay in the permit to 

be sure they’re keeping up to date, maintain their CNMP along with 

required records and reports, maintain the business relationship with 

their planner, and continue business as usual. This is especially sensible 

if they plan to continue to grow to 300 cows and beyond in the near 

future or if they are concerned about the risk of having a discharge 

without a permit. 

3) Farms with a current permit that do not discharge may opt to file a 

Notice of Termination with DEC and get out of the permit program. 

While these farms are not obligated to maintain a CNMP, doing so is one 

of the best ways to manage the risk of a discharge, and will help keep 

the farm in good shape from a compliance standpoint, especially if it 

continues to grow. Also, in today’s age of computers, databases and the 

Freedom of Information Law, if a farm has had a permit, there’s a good 

chance general information about the farm has been released to 

environmental groups and the EPA. It is possible that farms withdrawing 

from the permit are, or may become, known to outside organizations.  

(continued on page 21) 



Nature has a way of reminding you to consider the environment 

and vulnerabilities as producers, and in recent times to contemplate on 

what you can use to manage risk in times of disasters.  

A crop insurance policy is one such risk management tool 

available to you that works in conjunction with your other risk 

management strategies to insure the best possible outcome each crop 

year.  The only way to know if this tool holds a benefit to you is to 

understand the basic concepts and structure of crop insurance and then 

perform a cost/benefit analysis for your farm.  

Concept of Crop Insurance: 

The basic concept of crop insurance began with the Federal Crop 

Insurance Act of 1980 to replace disaster assistance as the primary 

form of risk protection for producers. With delivery of the program 

through the private sector the government pays company delivery 

expenses and premium subsidies to encourage participation. Since its 

concept, additional key legislation has expanded government support, 

provided new products, and improved program effectiveness.  

Structure of Crop Insurance: 

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop 

insurance agents. Lists of crop insurance agents are available on the 

RMA web site at www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/.  

You have two basic ways to participate in the federal crop 

insurance program. You can elect to secure an insurance policy that will 

compensate you in the loss of crop yields or in a decline in revenue.  

The USDA decides which crops in which regions are eligible for crop 

insurance. USDA decides on a crop-by-crop and county-by-county basis 

depending on the producer’s interest in crop insurance and the level of 

risk associated with a particular crop in a particular region. 

Cost/Benefit Tool: 

The Crop Insurance Decision Making Tool developed by Brent A. Gloy 

and A. Edward Staeh is one such cost/benefit tool available.  This crop 

insurance decision making tool can help you understand how crop 

insurance can be used to minimize your exposure to risk http://

agfinance.aem.cornell.edu/cropins.html. Keeping good records, knowing 

your cost of production and annual yields is some of the data needed to 

realize the benefit to your farm using this tool.  

 If you are in need, or require support to calculate cost of 

production on crops please contact me bsc33@cornell.edu and I can 

provide additional resources. 

   

1.Graves, David and Torrey, Mike; The Importance of Crop Insurance in the United State, material 

prepared for the Senate Ag Committee staff briefing , March 9, 2012 
2. Environmental Working Group web site: http://farm.ewg.org/crop_insurance_analysis.php  

3. Program on Agriculture and Small Business Finance http://agfinance.aem.cornell.edu/cropins.htm  

Crop Insurance What is the Cost/Benefit? 

By Bonnie Collins 

http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/
http://agfinance.aem.cornell.edu/cropins.html
http://agfinance.aem.cornell.edu/cropins.html
mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu
http://farm.ewg.org/crop_insurance_analysis.php
http://agfinance.aem.cornell.edu/cropins.htm


Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Weather: This has been another roller coaster year when it comes to 

weather and cropping activities. Everyone has quoted the old saying to 

me “ A dry year will scare you, a wet year will starve you.”   Starting on 

the 21st of May we had seven weeks of continuous  weekly rainfall 

(more then 2” rain/week) that saturated the soil and prevented field 

activities. Some farmers struggled to finish up corn and soybean 

planting. Some growers were unable to apply herbicides in a timely 

fashion, if at all to some of their fields. Most farmers weren't able to get 

a timely harvest of second cut hay.  

Many fields were saturated to the point that it significantly slowed down 

crop development, and reduced the size and activity of root systems.  

Some areas in fields were ponded so long  that the plants drowned. 

Other areas of crop fields were swept away by flood waters. There is  

more gully erosion in fields then we have seen in decades.  

 

Many local corn fields have areas in the fields that are showing signs of 

nitrogen (N) deficiency with stunted yellow plants. 

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Verona

NewHartford

Chadwicks

Weekly Rainfall in Oneida County (inches) 



0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Oneida County Rainfall Comparison 1994-2013 

Every month of the growing season so far has averaged more then  
4 “ of rain with June accumulation over 12” of rain. 

Hay  It hasn't been a great year for hay starting with some seedings 

that couldn't be planted in a timely fashion and then  suffered from rain 

enduced erosion followed by soil saturation which is stressing the plants 

and finally being attacked by potato leaf hoppers. Some growers were 

able to harvest  some grass fields in a timely fashion, others got a real 

high quality first cut of alfalfa. Then the rains came and delayed harvest 

for about 6-7 weeks. The picture to the below shows the stage that some 

alfalfa fields were at for second cut and grass fields were also well past 

prime quality.  

If you just finished harvesting second cut of some grass fields and you 

think you need both hay quantity and quality you should consider 

applying nitrogen fertilizer at 50-75lbs of N/ac.  Many growers will be 

timing their third cut to ensure higher quality since they will need this for 

their lactating  cows. 

Summer hay seedings are 

planted more often in our area 

now. The time to plant is the first 

two weeks of August for most of 

our county and the last week in 

July for the northern part of the 

county.  This timing provides 

enough time for plants to develop 

enough root reserves to help the 

crop over winter. 
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Emergency forage crops for forage to be harvested this season can 

include many different field crops like shorter season corn varieties, 

sorghum-sudan hybrids, teff, millets, barley, oats, forage soybeans and 

buckwheat. The time to plant most of these crops as an emergency 

forage has passed  with the exception of spring barley and oats. Bin 

run oats will probably be easier to find then barley.  You should plant 

at 120 lbs/ac and apply 75lbs of N/ac.  Be prepared to harvest at flag 

leaf or just before a frost whichever occurs first. It should be mowed 

into a wide swath to facilitate quick drying and harvested as a silage to 

be placed in a bunk or silobag.  

Potato leaf hopper (PLH) is in our county and found at above 

threshold levels in new seedings. New seedings are especially vulnera-

ble to  PLH because new seedlings don't have significant root reserves. 

PLH can reduce the  seedlings ability to overwinter.  

If you know the life cycle of Potato leaf hopper (PLH) then you know 

that it is now in our area.  PLH does not over winter but is brought up 

to us  by storm systems that come up from the south. The storm cycle 

we have been in  for the past few weeks has been depositing PLH in 

our area. PLH have piercing sucking mouthparts that they use to suck 

juices from the veins of our alfalfa leaves. They leave behind a toxin 

that plugs up the conductive tissue stopping photosynthesis from that 

point out to the end of the leaf leaving the classic “v” shaped yellowing 

of the leaf tips (see below left). 

PLH  damage to leaf tips. Immediately 
reduces  protein, can reduce yields by 
1/2 ton/ac at high infestations and can 
reduce plant populations by winter kill. 

The plh nymph (smaller lime green 
insect to the left) does the same 
damage as the adult but is unable to 
fly. 

To find out if you have a problem with PLH in your alfalfa field and to 

control it before you have significant losses you have to sweep your 

fields with a sweep net that is 15” in diameter and you have to compare 

the numbers of leaf hopper you find in the net with the table to the 

right.  A sweep is one single pass of the net in front of your body in the 

top 3” of your alfalfa stand. A set of sweeps is 10 continuous passes of  
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the sweep net in front of you as you walk slowly through a small  

section of your alfalfa field. The minimum sampling anyone should do is 

3 sets of sweeps in a field: one set  fifty feet in from the field edge, one 

set in the middle of the field and one set in the far end of the field.  I 

did a youtube video on PLH scouting that you might find easier to  

follow, you can find it here:   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfAlg_GB5P8    

  

Using the chart: If you look under the column with the number 3 

(meaning 3 sets of 10 sweeps) and the row that is less then 3” tall you 

will see the number 2 under the N. The number 2 would mean that if 

you found two or less of leaf hoppers (nymphs or adults) in 30 sweeps 

in that field that you have a (N) no management situation….you are 

under threshold. If in that same field you had 9 PLH or more in the 30 

sweeps then you have a  (T) treatable situation.  
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If you count a total of 3-8PLH then you have to do another set of 

sweeps and add your results to what you have already counted and 

compare with the chart in the row for 4 sets of sweeps which indicates 

that if you have 4 or less PLH in 4 sets of sweeps that the population is 

below threshold and no management is needed and if your count is 11 

or more PLH for 4 sets then you have to apply management, any 

number in between the two forces you to do yet another set of sweeps. 

The preferred  treatment if you are within 10 days of harvest is to 

harvest early. If you are not within 10 days of harvest you should apply 

a pesticide labeled for PLH in alfalfa and grass….. which is warrior, 

baythroid and mustang. You can order a net from : Nasco catalog  $56  

http://www.enasco.com/Search?q=sweep+net&x=10&y=11  

or from Gemplers catalog:  http://www.gemplers.com/icatalog/master/

full/483  .   

For more information on PLH you can go to our website:   

http://nysipm.cornell.edu/factsheets/fieldcrops/plh.pdf  or give me a 

call at 736-3394 ext 120. 

Wheat Many of our wheat fields 

have been  harvested  now. 

Growers  reported yields from 60 

to 70 bu/ac., moisture contents of 

13-17% and test weights of 60-

61 lbs/bu.  Growers have heard 

reports of  wheat being refused 

because of vomitoxin levels 

exceeding the food grade limit of 

1ppm. Many mills will test 

samples of your wheat at no or 

limited cost.   

You can also test your own wheat 

using a quick test produced by companies like Vicam.  They have  a 

product called Don Check that are test strips that can check to see if 

your sample exceeds the 1ppm level of DON. You have to buy the kit 

that includes test strips, test tubes, pipettes and a reagent. You also 

have to buy distilled water and  have a scale that can accurately 

measure down to 1 gram.  For more information about this product you  

can go to vicam.com. 

Soybeans Local soybeans began  to flower in early planted fields 

around the 8th of July. Yield can be impacted during the period from 

flower initiation to the end of pod fill. It is important that weeds are 

controlled and disease and insect pest damage be minimized. 

You may consider digging up a few plants to check on nodulation. Plant 

roots should have many white nodules. When cut open, if they are 

actively fixing nitrogen, they will be pink or red. 





Septoria brown spot and blight can be 

found in most local soybean fields and  

are usually not an economic problem.    

As canopies close it will be important for 

growers to look for white mold and spray 

fungicides if necessary. 

Japanese beetles are starting to feed on 
soybean leaves that leave a skeletonized 
leaf as seen in the photo below.  You can 
also find random chunks of leaf chewed up 

by grass hoppers. Defoliation does become 
important  during the reproductive  (flower 
to pod fill) phase of soybean development. 
Insecticidal treatments should only be 
considered  when defoliation is more then 
20% after bloom and during pod fill. For 
more information go to: 

http://www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/
specific-crops/soybeans/crop-problems/
#.Ud8PmRXD_5o 
So far very few  soybean aphids have been 
found. 

Corn The picture to the right was taken on Monday July 22,  the tassels have 
already emerged( 7-17-2103 ). If maturity is 
reached in 60 days this field should be at black 
layer by the 20th of September. I would 

encourage growers to get out in corn fields that 
are intended for grain harvest and give a few 

plants the kick test. That’s right kick a few plants 
to assess root development and lodging 
potential. We have already received reports of 
some lodging near Paris Hill.  
If you are a grain producer and find a few fields 

that may have some potential for lodging it would 
be a good time to talk with neighboring dairy 
farmers that may need additional corn acres for 
silage. 
Some growers evaluated  some parts of fields 
exhibiting symptoms of N deficiency and where 

practical applied additional N.  
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Symptoms of N deficiency can be seen 
in many corn fields across the county 
even in corn fields where the plants are 
11’ tall and look perfect from the 

perimeter. Remember there is no yield 
loss from n deficiency unless this 
symptom continues up the plant and 
includes the leaf attached to the ear. 

The picture above shows immature 
slug /snail damage where they eat a 
layer of the plant leaf leaving window 
paning on the leaves. Only noted this 

injury in one field. I have seen more 
slug feeding in other fields this year 
which makes sense because of the 
wet weather. 

SYRACUSE, July 3, 2013 –NY State Executive Director James Barber for USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency, urges farmers affected by excessive rains to keep 
thorough records of all agricultural losses and report losses to their local FSA 
office.  FSA will use damage reports to effectively estimate the overall financial 

loss caused by recent rain events.  FSA will continue working with state and 
local officials, as well as our federal partners, in an effort to ensure people have 
the necessary resources to recover from this challenge. 
  
NAP covers non FCIC insurable crop losses caused by natural disasters.  For 
those producers who purchased 2013 NAP coverage and have experienced crop 
losses, you should immediately file a notice of loss and 2013 FSA-578 Acreage 

Report with the office.  The deadline to file a notice of loss is 15 days from the 
date of the disaster or when the loss becomes apparent.  DO NOT destroy any 
crop acreage until you have notified FSA and have requested an appraisal on 
your 2013 un-harvested crop acres.  To complete your loss claim you will need 
to provide FSA with records of your 2013 harvested production.  After the 
appraisal and harvest ends, producers will apply for payment. 

If you have crop insurance, please be sure to contact your local crop insurance 
agent as soon as possible to notify them of possible claims.   
FSA administers the Emergency Conservation Program which can provide cost 
sharing to help restore cropland if funding is available. Producers who sustained 
debris damage and erosion damage to their cropland due to flooding should 
report the damage along with estimated dollar amounts to their local FSA Office. 
Land owners will need to work with their county FSA office to determine 

eligibility and cost share if funding is available for this program. 
Also, please report to the local FSA office any crop, agriculture building damage, 
livestock loss or forested land damage, due to flooding. FSA will provide 
information if assistance for these losses becomes available.   
Contact:  Donna Purdy 315-736-3316. 

FSA Urges Producers to Report Agricultural Losses 



Corn rootworm  (CRW) scouting may pay off more this year than in any 
recent year.  This year when corn rootworm larva were hatching in the soil we 
had saturated soil conditions which may have drowned most of them.  Just think 
what you would save if you bought a good conventional hybrid or one with just 

glyphosate resistance and didn’t have to buy the stacked varieties that include 
protection for corn rootworm. Take a few minutes in each field to scout and save 
some $$$. 

To scout a corn field wait for tassels and silks. Go in at least ten rows and count 
the number of corn rootworms you find on 3 plants in one area. They fly when 
disturbed so grab the silk with one hand and count the number of westerns you 
find with a value of 1 per western. Add 

any northerns at a value of 1/2.  So if 
you count 3 westerns and 2 northerns 
that is equal to  4 corn rootworm 
equivalents. You travel to the middle 
of the field and count the number of 
CRW you find on 3 more plants adding 

the count to the previous number. 
Travel to the end of the field count the 
number of CRW on 3 more plants and 
total. Compare your count with the 
chart to the right:  
 If you had 1 or no CRW then 
you should go back to the field in 7 

days and take another count to verify 
that you don't have a problem with 
CRW in that field. If you are below 
that threshold again the second time 
you are done and you don't have to do 
anything for CRW in that field: no 
GMO, no seed treatment, no rotation. 

 If you had 17 or more CRW 
equivalents in the count on 9 plant 
then you are also done and you do 
have to rotate to something other 
then corn, treat the seed with poncho 
or cruiser or get GMO seed that has 

BT for CRW. 
 If you are in between counting 
2-16 CRW equivalents on 9 plants you 
have to go to a 10th plant and add 

any CRW  you find to that count until 
you have a count that is either below 
the economic threshold or above the 

economic threshold for the number of 
plants sampled. 

My expectation is that many corn 
fields will be well under an economic 

threshold this year because of the 
saturated soils. 
(continued on next page) 



Milk Price Watch for Oneida County  

Thirteen months through June 2013 

These prices are adjusted from Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the      

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.            

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix  

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).               

Your actual check will depend on these factors.   

This month’s chart shows actual MILC payments through May 2013. 

June  2013 payment is estimated. 

The first step in scouting is recognizing the pest: 

Western corn rootworm                               
yellow with black stripes 

Northern—green 

http://www.fmmone.com/
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Continued from page 8 (CAFO Update) 

Farmers should talk to their planners about the pros and cons of opting 

out of the permit. 

4) Unpermitted farms that are between 200 and 299 cows, or farms 

with plans to reach this size in the near future are not legally obligated 

to obtain a CAFO Permit if the facility does not discharge. If they have 

not already done so, farms in this category should consult with conser-

vation professionals from SWCD, NRCS or private sector planners to 

evaluate conditions, identify risks and get cost estimates to address 

areas of concern. The SWCD’s AEM program is voluntary, confidential 

and a great way to gauge your conditions. 

Farmers, do you need help?  

Need to take a sick day?  

Would you like to take a  

vacation or just a day away 

from the farm?                                

Farmsitters Chore      

Services is made up of  

former dairy farmers.  We 

will make sure your animals 

are well cared for Call    

Terrance (315) 397-2593 

and leave a message.     
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Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 

years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 
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