
August 2012 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County’s 

Farm Flash  

Oneida County Tourism is celebrating the legacy of agriculture in 

Oneida County and inviting visitors to get to know Oneida County 

agriculture with new billboards (including the one above) around the 

region.  "The first factory for the industrial production of cheese 

opened in Switzerland in 1815, but it was in the United States where 

large-scale production first found real success. Credit usually goes to 

Jesse Williams, a dairy farmer from Rome, New York, who in 1851 

started making cheese in an assembly-line fashion using the milk 

from neighboring farms. Within decades hundreds of such dairy 

associations existed." (from Wikipedia)    In 2006 the New York 

Times wrote: "Cheese was made in everyone's home, but the idea 

that Jesse Williams would buy from the local farmers their milk, and 

pay them, and then he would go ahead and make the cheese, that 

whole idea started in Rome.  A century ago, several hundred cheese 

and butter factories formed a C-shape around the Adirondack 

Mountains. But the industry suffered a setback in 1895, when a new 

law banned saloons from enticing customers with free lunches, which 

often featured cheese. Today, New York trails Wisconsin and 

California in cheese production."  With a growing number of farm-

based and artisanal cheese producers in the Mohawk Valley, we may 

be seeing that trend beginning to turn around. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assembly_line
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Upcoming  Events



National Farmedic Training Program 

September 29 & 30, 2012 

The program is designed to help local emergency services develop 

strategies and procedures to be better prepared to respond to and 

manage on-farm emergencies. With this accomplished, better care 

will be provided to the victim and the better the chances of survival. 

The training includes classroom instruction, farm tours and 

demonstrations of equipment entrapment.   

This course is for all called to a Farm Emergency.  EMT’s, Firefighters, 

Law Enforcement.  Cost is $90 pp Max of 4 per organization Pre-Paid 

Registration is required by Sept 25.  736-3394 ext 104 

Tours of Oneida County Dairy Farms       
There is no charge for the tour but we do ask that you call ahead to 

reserve a spot. Reservations are necessary and help us to contact 

participants in the event of cancellations or changes. 

Friday August 10th 1:30pm at Smith Homestead Farm,      

9940 Mallory Rd, Sauquoit.                                                    

Please RSVP by August 8th at 736-3394 ext.132.   

A tour of this Century Farm will highlight the DeLaval track system 

used to maneuver the milking machines and improve milker’s com-

fort level. Stall size and design changes will be discussed, as well as 

tunnel ventilation systems.   

Friday August 24th at 1:30 at Mike Cosgrove’s                        

Spring Grove Farm 3423 Fountain St, Clinton, NY                     

Please RSVP by Aug 22nd 736-3394 ext 132                                                             

This farm tour will place emphasis on labor saving techniques using 

custom field work, bunk management and a look at alternative heifer 

facilities. 

Cornell Dairy Executive Program 
Join other progressive Dairy Executives from across the US in a 

unique dairy business leadership and management program. 

Taking applications for it’s latest class to begin in December of 

2012.  Detailed information and an application can be found on line 

at www.ansci.cornell.edu/prodairy/dairyexec OR by contacting 

Heather Darrow (607) 255-4478 OR hh96@cornell.edu 

Fresh Market Potato Varieties, and                                             

Insect & Disease Management Meeting 

August 23, 2012 5:30 – 8:30 pm Williams Farm, Marion* 

Pre-register Carol MacNeil at 585-313-8796 or crm6@cornell.edu 

Free for current CVP enrollees; $10 for non-enrollees (tent.) 

DEC/CCA credits if you attend the entire meeting – bring your card 

mailto:crm6@cornell.edu


ONEIDA, N.Y. – Area farmers today joined U.S. Representative 

Richard Hanna, R-Barneveld, to announce a bill that would lower 

taxes on small farms.  Hanna sponsored the bill with Democratic 

Congressman Peter Welch of Vermont. 

The “Growing Small Farms Act of 2012” (H.R. 5320) would update 

the federal tax code to lower certain taxes on small farms – enabling 

farmers in upstate New York to devote more capital to job creation and 

business expansion. The bill would provide relief to upstate New York 

farmers who could then focus on growth, which would have a positive 

impact on the local economy, Hanna said. 

Hanna made the announcement at Howard Regner’s Quiet 

Meadows Farm on Beacon Light Road.  Farmers from throughout the 

region spoke about the benefit this change would make to their farms. 

Rep. Richard Hanna said: “We know it’s tough to operate a business 

in upstate New York and we’ve seen many family farms be forced to 

close or sell their land. Our best food is grown right here in our 

community. By increasing this outdated tax exemption, we can help our 

small farmers not only remain open in New York, but we can help them 

thrive and provide safe and healthy, locally-grown food to our 

neighbors.”  

Dean Norton, New York Farm Bureau President said: “New York 

Farm Bureau commends Rep. Hanna for co-sponsoring the Growing 

Small Farms Act. By decreasing the tax burden, it will allow the state’s 

hard working farmers to invest more money into the family 

business.  This will help farmers expand at a time when consumers are 

asking for more nutritious, locally grown food to feed their families.” 

ABOUT THE ISSUE 

Overview The IRS publishes an annual tax document called the 

Circular A.  The Circular A is a tax guidebook for agricultural 

producers.  The Circular A contains an exemption for FUTA (Federal 

Unemployment Tax Act) taxes.  This exemption level was included to 

aid small farmers.  

A farm owner must currently file a FUTA tax return if they paid cash 

wages of $20,000 or more to farm workers in any calendar quarter.   

Problem The problem with the current exemption is that it is outdated, 

having been codified in 1976 and not updated since to account for 

inflation and other economic factors.  The level currently sits at 

$20,000 in quarterly payroll amounts.  If a farm owner’s paid cash 

wages for any calendar quarter comes in above this mark, he or she 

has no chance of garnering the protection of the exemption, which was 

purposely put in place to help shield these small farms.   

Solution The Growing Small Farms Act would increase the quarterly 

FUTA tax exemption from $20,000 to $40,000 and index it to inflation 

in the future – allowing more small farmers in Upstate New York to 

qualify for this federal tax benefit. 

Hanna Announces Bill to Aid Small Farms  
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Dairy Farm Profit Benchmarks  
By Jim Manning 

Looking for Farm & House to Rent 

Approximately 5 tillable acres, preferably organic, with housing 

adjacent to the land in Madison or Oneida County.  If available a 

space to wash/store vegetable with electricity that is separate 

from the kitchen.  Please contact Heather at 315-404-3963 or 

Mike at 315-272-8829. 

Where is your shortest Barrel 

Stave? 

A Farm Business Educator once used 

the analogy of barrel staves as a way 

to describe portions of the dairy farm 

business. If the whole farm was a bar-

rel, then the staves would be repre-

sented by: Milk production, Animal 

Husbandry, Crop Production, Business 

efficiency, etc. He said that a farm 

could only produce profit to the level 

of their shortest barrel stave.   

In an effort to help New York dairy farmers evaluate their business, 

Cornell’s Small Dairy Work Team is providing benchmarks* which will 

help farm families compare their business to other dairy businesses of 

similar size. The following tables have information taken from Cornell’s 

Dairy Farm Business Summary.  Find the table that best describes 

your dairy’s size and place a mark where your farm falls for each 

benchmark. The height of your mark represents the height of the 

staves of your barrel. This will help identify the shortest stave in your 

barrel and where there is potential for more profit.                       

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Farmers, do you need help?  Need to take a sick day?                                             

Would you like to take a vacation or just a day (or a few days) away 

from the farm?  Farmsitters Chore Services is made up of former 

dairy farmers.  We will make sure your animals are well cared for by 

providing temporary services such as: milking, cleaning, feeding, etc.  

Call Terrance (315) 397-2593 and leave a message.  References  



New York Dairy Farms With 100 to 200 Cows:                                            

(2010, 40 farms reporting) 

Cows Per Operator Pounds Milk 
Sold Per Worker 

Pounds Milk Sold 
Per Cow 

Tillable Acres Per 
Cow 

171 971,091 25,097 4.65 

125 798,124 21,465 3.21 

105 715,489 20,539 2.84 

80 623,210 17,901 2.39 

45 457,288 13,693 1.66 

Farm Debt Per 
Cow 

Debt to Asset 
Ratio 

Grain and Con-
centrate as % of 
Milk Sales 

Cull Rate 

$570 .06 19% 16 

$1,939 .17 26% 27 

$2,728 .25 29% 31 

$3,885 .39 32% 34 

$6,116 .53 41% 40 

New York Dairy Farms with less than 100 cows: 
(2010, 47 farms reporting) 

Cows Per Operator Pounds Milk 
Sold Per Worker 

Pounds Milk Sold 
Per Cow 

Tillable Acres Per 
Cow 

80 783,408 24,340 5.03 

59 630,480 21,606 3.59 

45 532,320 19,482 3.10 

42 422,603 17,034 2.59 

29 314,698 13,331 1.16 

Farm Debt Per 
Cow 

Debt to Asset 
Ratio 

Grain and Con-
centrate as % of 

Milk Sales 

Cull Rate 

$130 .01 18% 13 

$1,178 .10 28% 25 

$3,113 .24 31% 30 

$4,368 .40 35% 33 

$7,452 .65 42% 42 



*How to calculate the benchmarks for your farm: 

Cows Per Operator: 

Total end of year cows in milking herd (plus dry cows) 

_________  

divided by number of full time workers ____________ 

= __________ Cows per Operator 

Pounds of Milk Sold per Worker: 

Total milk shipped for the year ____________  

divided by the number of full time workers ____________ 

= ______________ Pounds of Milk Sold per Worker 

Pounds of Milk per Cow: 

Total Milk shipped for the year ____________  

divided by the number of cows ____________ 

= ______________ Pounds of Milk per Cow 

Tillable Acres per Cow: 

Total acres in crops and pastures ____________  

divided by number of cows ____________ 

= _______________ Tillable Acres per Cow 

Farm Debt per Cow: 

Total Farm Debt (short term and long term) ____________ 

Divided by number of cows ____________ 

= _______________ Farm Debt per Cow 

Debt to Asset Ratio: 

Total Farm Debt ____________ 

divided by the current value of the business ____________ 

= _______________ Debt to Asset Ratio 

Grain and Concentrate as % of Milk Sales: 

The easiest way to calculate this is to take the price of one 

load of purchased grain used for the cow herd and divided it by 

the value of the milk produced during the period which it took 

to use the load of grain. 

Cull Rate:  

The total number of animals leaving the herd during the year 

__________ 

divided by the end of year total number of animals 

____________ 

= _______________ Cull Rate. 

 

Prepared by Fay Benson, Small Dairy Educator with Cornell 

Cooperative Extension, Cortland County and Mariane Kiraly, Ag 

Program Leader Delaware County Cooperative Extension.  

 

HAVE QUESTIONS? For help with benchmarks, or to get a copy      

of the Dairy Farm Business Summary, contact CCE Oneida County 

Farm Business Management Educators Jim Manning (x129)  or  

Bonnie Collins (x104). 



Misclassification of Farm Labor 

By Bonnie Collins, adapted from NYS and IRS Publications 

 Hiring farm labor can be expensive.  A farmer must pay social 

security and Medicare taxes plus state unemployment insurance tax. 

Many farmers have heard about hiring independent contractors 

instead of employees to avoid these expenses, but be sure you 

understand that  the Internal Revenue Service can impose strict 

penalties on business that are simply disguising regular employees as 

independent contractors.   

 The IRS has outlined detailed guidance to help them 

investigate employee misclassification. The IRS, in determining who is 

an independent contractor and who is an employee, looks at who has 

the right to control or direct the result of the work, not the means 

and methods of accomplishing the result. There is both statutory law 

(legislatively created written law) and common law (judicial 

precedents created by case law) that the IRS uses to legally define 

independent contractors. Beginning in 1997 the IRs began using an 

11-factor test which has been split into the three categories of: 

 

1. Behavioral control- does the business direct or control how work is 

done?  The more influence the employer has the more likely the 

worker is an employee not an independent contractor.  

2. Financial control –does the business direct or control the economic 

aspects of the workers’ job?  

3. Relationship control- how does the parties involved perceive their 

work relationship? Is there a written contract, benefits related to 

the job, and is the service being provided a key activity of the 

business? 

 There is no hard and fast rule for how much each factor is 

weighed, all things must be taken into consideration and if you are 

not sure and want to have the IRS determine the classification file 

form SS-8, Determination of Worker Status for the Purpose of Federal 

Unemployment Taxes and Income Withholding Taxes http://

www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss8.pdf . 

 The Labor Department will be focusing on enforcing laws and 

auditing employers, but the IRS is being a bit more forgiving. The 

agency’s Voluntary Classification Settlement Program, part of its 

“Fresh Start” initiative, allows business owners to come forward 

voluntarily and settle their misclassification issues instead of 

trembling in fear of an audit. 

 Independent contractors can be an expense saving strategy, 

but remember it’s only worth it if you truly want to hire someone to 

work independently of your directions, they meet NYS and IRS 

definitions, and you take the time to sign an actual contract.  

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss8.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss8.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=246014,00.html
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Milk Price Watch for Oneida County -  
Thirteen months through June 2012 

These prices are adjusted from Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the     

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.           

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix 

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).               

Your actual check will depend on these factors.   

 

This month’s chart shows actual MILC payments for February through 

May, and an estimate of MILC payments for June provided by the 
University of Wisconsin/Madison.   

FREE Tug Hill Private Landowner Workshop & Woods Walk. 

Saturday Sept 22, 2012 NYSDEC Lowville Office, 7327 Rt 812 

For more information and  Registration is required by Sept 18th  

Contact Graham Cox, glcox@audubon.org or 518-729-6869                  

Quality Springwater available for irrigational, gardening                 

& potable use.  Bulk loads available for pickup only.                                       

Call 315-761-7214 for details 

http://www.fmmone.com/


Crop Shorts                                                                                         
By Jeff Miller 

Weather: For the week  ending on July 15th 

Running total of GDD,s base 50 starting  May 1st  (corn) as of 

July15th is 1313 GDDs. The dry spell continues with only 1.3”of rain 

in the past 4 weeks . Receiving reports from local farmers on storm 

on 7-23-2012:  0.6” Verona, 1.5” New Hartford, 2.0” Paris Hill. We 

really needed this rain with corn tasseling, soybeans in early pod  and 

hay fields that are parched. 

Cropping activities:  The weather  continued  to be very dry this 

week with only a sprinkle on one day. Local wheat growers have 

harvested most of their fields .  Other growers worked on second 

cutting hay. Some folks are spraying or tilling fields in preparation for 

summer hay seedings. 
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Crop Conditions: 

Hay 

Growers continued second harvest with most stating that second cut is 

light. Some potential reasons for lower yields in second. Usually during 

this drier period of the summer the deep rooted tap roots of alfalfa 

push it ahead and it becomes the main component of second cut. 

Alfalfa in our area broke dormancy early because of the one hot week 

in March. Alfalfa then was hit by several freezes and  at least showed 

peripheral burning of leaf tips. This frost damage may have reduced 

the plants ability to develop a good canopy and fix carbohydrates to 

help rebuild root reserves and fuel regrowth. Alfalfa weevil was more 

prevalent consuming alfalfa foliage further reducing the plants ability 

to build root reserves and fuel regrowth. Now potato leaf hopper  

(PLH) populations are rising also stressing alfalfa plants. 

 

I swept a number of fields this week  with 90% of them over threshold 

(these fields were mostly those harvested in the past week). A number 

of farms are being forced to apply insecticides to a number of their 

fields to protect them from PLH.  The warm dry weather we have had 

favors PLH in two ways. This weather supports a build up in the 

population of this insect pest while slowing the rate of growth of the 

alfalfa.  Bigger alfalfa plants can withstand higher populations of PLH 

without economic damage. The weather has severely reduced the rate 

of regrowth allowing PLH numbers to exceed thresholds of dwarfed 

alfalfa plants. The best advice I can give you right now is to sweep 

your fields to identify if you have PLH numbers over threshold. If you 

are within 10-15 days of harvest then harvest and sweep the field 

again 5 days after harvest to recheck PLH populations. I have been 

finding PLH numbers over threshold in alfalfa stubble. This forces 

growers to spray an insecticide to kill the pest protecting the regrowth. 

John Bouckley from Syngenta suggests waiting 5-10 days after 

harvest for treatment so that you have some plant foliage to absorb 

the spray.  The picture to the right shows a field that was sprayed with 

an insecticide for PLH with a small skip in the center of the picture. 

There is a noticeable 

difference in regrowth and  

healthy leaves in the 

alfalfa treated with the 

insecticide. You can lose 

1/2 ton of yield and up to 

5% protein from PLH 

infestations. Prolonged  

pressure  from PLH can 

reduce root reserves 

resulting in more winter 

kill of alfalfa.  



 Potato leaf Hopper (PLH) To 

find out if you have a problem 

with PLH in your alfalfa field and 

control it before you have 

significant losses you have to 

sweep your fields with a sweep net 

that is 15” in diameter and you 

have to compare the numbers of 

leaf hopper you find in the table 

below.  A sweep is one single pass 

of the net in front of your body in 

the top 3” of your alfalfa stand. A 

set of sweeps is 10 continuous 

passes of the sweep net in front of 

you as you walk slowly through a small section of your alfalfa field. The 

minimum sampling anyone should do is 3 sets of sweeps in a field: one 

set   fifty feet in from the field edge, one set in the middle of the field 

and one set in the far end of the field.  I did a youtube video on PLH 

scouting that you might find easier to follow you can find it by clicking 

here:   http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfAlg_GB5P8    

Using the chart: If you look under the row with the number 3 (meaning 

3 sets of 10 sweeps) and the column that is less then 3” tall you will 

see the number 2 under the N. The number  2 would mean that if you 

found two or less leaf hoppers (nymphs or adults) in 30 sweeps in that 

field that you have a (N) no management situation….you are under 

threshold. If in that same field you had 9 PLH or more in the 30 sweeps 

then you have a  (T) treatable situation. If you count a total of 3-8PLH 

then you have to do another set of sweeps and add your results to 

what you have already counted and compare with the chart in the row 

for 4 sets of sweeps which indicates that if you have 4 or less PLH in 4 

sets of sweeps that the  population is below threshold and no 

management is needed and if your count is 11 or more PLH for 4 sets 

then you have to apply management, any number in between the two 

forces you to do yet another set of sweeps. The preferred  treatment if 

you are within 10 days of harvest is to harvest early. If you are not 

within 10 days of harvest you should apply a pesticide labeled for PLH 

in alfalfa and grass….. which is warrior, baythroid and mustang. You 

can order a net from : Nasco catalog  $56  http://www.enasco.com/

Search?q=sweep+net&x=10&y=11  or from Gemplers catalog:   

http://www.gemplers.com/icatalog/master/full/483  .   

For more information on PLH you can go to our website:   

http://nysipm.cornell.edu/factsheets/fieldcrops/plh.pdf  or give me a 

call at 736-3394 ext 120. Or you can learn more by reading this 

factsheet put together by NYSIPM at ww.nysipm.cornell.edu/

factsheets/fieldcrops/plh.pdf   Remember that new seedling alfalfa is 

the most vulnerable to PLH damage because it lacks a well established 

root system and root reserves. It is very important that you scout  for 

PLH in your new alfalfa seedings. 



Leaf Hopper burn                             Nymph and adult leaf hopper 

Grass Hay: The regrowth  of our grass hay fields is very slow due to 

drought conditions. Hold off on applications of N fertilizer and manure 

until we see some significant rainfall.  

 

Summer hay seedings:  It is usually recommended that local growers 

plant summer seedings of hay no later then the first week of August to 

allow enough time for seedlings to develop good root reserves before 

winter. Normally that would mean that growers would be applying 

glyphosate  to there fields now (7-20-2012) to kill all of the weeds in 

the field before plowing and fitting those fields before planting.  So the 

first problem is getting a good kill of the weeds in the field. Glyphosate 

is a systemic which counts on the systems of the actively growing plant 

to transport the active ingredient to the location where it will have its 

effect. Plants under drought stress are not growing normally and the 

success of the systemic herbicide may not be adequate. Time to get the 

shovel out and dig in those fields to look for the depth that you start to 

find soil moisture.  When planting small seeded legumes and grasses 

we like to place the seed at 1/4” depth. How well will that seed 

germinate if there is no moisture in the top 2” of soil? 
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The picture on the previous page shows a local alfalfa field that has 

been severely impacted by potato leaf hopper. 

 

Below is the rim of a sweep net after ten swings in this field. Look 

closely at the yellowish-green potato leaf hopper nymphs along the 
outside rim of the net. To see pic in color go to http://

counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/PublicationsFarmFlash/FarmFlash2012/FF2012.htm  

 

We have laminated cards with the table from the previous page, a   

description of how to sweep for PLH and a color photo of  the PLH 

adult and nymph that you can put in your wallet. Stop at our office    

or pick one up at the Boonville Fair under the grandstand. 

CORN: 

Fields like the one pictured 

to the right can be found 

dotting our county. They 

typically are corn fields that 

were planted the last week 

in April or first week in May. 

They were fertilized and 

weeds were controlled in a 

timely manner. This partic-

ular field is Vt stage and 

76” to the tip of the whorl 

with emerged tassles and 

silks (7-15-2012).  

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/PublicationsFarmFlash/FarmFlash2012/FF2012.htm
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/PublicationsFarmFlash/FarmFlash2012/FF2012.htm


 Drought/heat stress can have a negative impact on pollination 

Pollen shed decreases at 86F 

Pollen viability decreases at 100 F 

Pollen shed is only for 7 days 

Silks emerge from the husk for 4-8 days 

Most successful pollination is within the first 4-5 days following          

emergence 

Inadequate moisture can cause reduction in silk emergence and          

elongation and can cause desiccation making silks unreceptive to     

pollination 

Silks can be pollinated up to 10 days after emergence 

Abbreviated pollen shed combined with delayed silking can have a        

dramatic effect on yield 

To check fertilization after pollen shed and silking, gently pull back the 

husk, don’t pull silks off husk, once husks are removed gently shake 

the ear, kernels that have silks  attached have not been fertilized  

Inadequate rainfall after pollination can reduce seed test weight 

       The management that can help reduce risk is done before  

        planting 

Select adapted varieties 

Plant early to avoid hot dry period during pollination 

Combine different maturities and planting dates to spread risk 

     Manage any factors that can affect root mass development  

 There are also fields like the 

one on the right that are 

showing significant symptoms 

of drought stress with leaves 

that are rolled and leaf tips 

that are brown. No one would 

argue that we could use some 

rain now.   

Drought stress is more 

pronounced where corn 

rooting is limited by factors 

like compaction, root feeding 

insects, and saturated soil  conditions during corns early stages of 

development. 

Corn Rootworm Management 

Northern corn rootworm 
Western corn rootworm 
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 Drought/heat stress can have a negative impact on pollination 

Pollen shed decreases at 86F 

Pollen viability decreases at 100 F 

Pollen shed is only for 7 days 

Silks emerge from the husk for 4-8 days 

Most successful pollination is within the first 4-5 days following          

emergence 

Inadequate moisture can cause reduction in silk emergence and          

elongation and can cause desiccation making silks unreceptive to     

pollination 

Silks can be pollinated up to 10 days after emergence 

Abbreviated pollen shed combined with delayed silking can have a        

dramatic effect on yield 

To check fertilization after pollen shed and silking, gently pull back the 

husk, don’t pull silks off husk, once husks are removed gently shake 

the ear, kernels that have silks  attached have not been fertilized  

Inadequate rainfall after pollination can reduce seed test weight 

       The management that can help reduce risk is done before  

        planting 

Select adapted varieties 

Plant early to avoid hot dry period during pollination 

Combine different maturities and planting dates to spread risk 

     Manage any factors that can affect root mass development  

Identification:  There are two types of corn rootworm (CRW) both of 

which are beetles that are 1/4 –5/16” in length. The northern CRW are 

green, while the western CRW are yellow with black stripes. See pictures 

on previous page. 

LIFE CYCLE:  Corn rootworms  emerge from the soil about when you 

start to see fire flies. They fly to local corn fields looking for food (pollen 

and silks). This year they arrived a bit early and started to eat the top 

layer of corn leaves  causing damage called window paning. They feed in 

the field during the period before silks turn brown. They also lay their  

eggs in the field. Larvae hatch from those eggs the following spring and 

feed on the root systems of corn  if planted within the field. The larval 

stage is of most concern to corn growers because it can significantly re-

duce crop yields. If present in high enough numbers during silking CRW 

can cause silk clipping and reduce pollination of the crop. 

Damage: 

Corn rootworm feeding can cause yield loss which is more significant in 

corn planted for silage then for grain. CRW can also  cause lodging 

making it more difficult to harvest the crop. 

Root pruning 

Goose necking caused by 

CRW 



Management:  Rotation to another crop where CRW populations are 

high. Seed treatments of cruiser or poncho at appropriate rates.  Plant-

ing of  corn seed that is genetically modified  with the BT gene specific 

for CRW control.  Application of an appropriate soil insecticide in a :”T” 

band at planting. 

Scouting: 

Wheat 

 Many local growers have combined their wheat. Many  Local growers 

reported harvest moistures in the low teens with yields of 70-80 bu/ac . 

Growers also reported average to above average yields of high quality 

straw.  



Local oat stands are  turning now. Spring conditions favored good  

establishment and early growth which looked very supportive of good 

yields. My most recent visits to local oat fields showed me how 

prevalent oat rusts have become in local stands.  These diseases can 

have a significant impact on grain yields.  

We have seen crown rust in some  local oat fields Stem rust in oats 

Pasture Cows have been out on pasture for  12 weeks or so . I would 

down grade conditions of local pastures to fair and some to poor at this 

time. The lack of rainfall combined with  high temperatures  has really 

slowed down grass growth rates impacting the quantity of forage that is 

available in pastures. When pasture forage declines some animals look 

toward the edges of the fences or may consume plants in the stand that 

they have been avoiding. Some of these plants may have toxic principals 

that could affect livestock health. Time to add on pasture, feed in 

pasture. Also time to clip or spot spray weeds in pastures. 

Soybeans:  Some local growers fields are at  R3 

stage (beginning pod stage) right now 7-23-2012 . 

This continues a very critical period from flower to 

pod fill where  your crop yield is made. The beans 

below right didn't appear to be stressed at all at the 

time of the photo  (7-17-2012).  The photo  directly 

to the right shows soybeans with hopper burn from 

PLH.  I also saw Japanese beetles feeding on soy-

bean foliage as pictured  above right.  The picture 

below shows the levels of soybean aphids that I 

have seen in a very few local fields.  Most of the 

fields that I have scouted have only had 3-4 

aphids on 9 plants. The threshold is 250/plant 

with numbers increasing 

and no predators. The dry 

weather is supportive of 

two-spotted spider mites 

but I haven't seen any yet.   



News from Farm Service Agency: 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Pollinator Habitats in Continuous CRP  

(Marcy, NY ), June 28, 2012 –Oneida County USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

Executive Director Donna Purdy, announced that pollinator habitats, which support a 

variety of pollinator species, will now be accepted as a Continuous Sign-up Conservation 

Reserve Program (CCRP) practice. CCRP is a voluntary program that helps producers 

apply conservation practices to safeguard environmentally sensitive land. 

 Pollinator habitats are areas of permanent vegetation located in an agricultural 

landscape: field edges, field middles, odd corners, or any agricultural location that is 

suitable for establishing pollinator habitat. 

 Pollinators provide a very important ecological service. Approximately three 

quarters of all flowering plants rely upon external assistance to pollinate their flowers. In 

addition to agricultural crops such as fruits and many vegetables, these plants include seed 

producing wildflowers, fruit producing shrubs and nut producing trees which provide a 

source of food for many wildlife species. Studies indicate that birds, bees, bats, and other 

pollinators are in significant decline across the country and around the world. Nearly 80% 

of the crops grown in the world require pollination. In the United States, insects pollinate 

crops that producer $40 billion worth of products annually.  

 Participants of newly enrolled pollinator habitat practices are eligible to receive a 

$150 CRP Sign-up Incentive Payment (SIP) per acre. The SIP is a one-time payment 

issued to CRP participants after the contract is approved. The following practices qualify 

for the $150 SIP: 

Pollinator Habitats;  

Wetland Restoration & Wetland Restoration (non-floodplain) practice which restores the 

functions and values of wetland ecosystems that have been devoted to agricultural use and; 

Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds practice which provides food and cover for quail and 

upland birds in cropland areas  

The SIP for all other continuous sign-up practices remains unchanged at $100 per acre. 

Continuous CRP sign-up allows participants to submit offers for selected CCRP practices 

to enroll in CRP at anytime instead of waiting for a General CRP sign-up period.  

Participants and offered lands must meet certain eligibility requirements to be accepted 

into the program.   

For more information about the continuous conservation reserve program, please contact 

the Oneida County FSA office at 315-736-3316 extension 2 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

USDA Farm Service Agency Reminds Producers to Report Crop Losses 

(Marcy, NY ), June 28, 2012, –Oneida County USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

Executive Director Donna Purdy, reminds producers to report crop losses resulting from a 

weather-related disaster event within 15 days of the disaster or when the loss first becomes 

apparent, this includes crops covered by crop insurance, the Noninsured Crop Disaster 

Assistance Program (NAP) and crops without insurance coverage.  

 "Crop losses are acres that were timely planted with the intent to harvest, but the 

crop failed and could not be harvested because of a disaster related condition," said Purdy. 

"In order to meet FSA program eligibility requirements, producers must report crop losses 

to the Oneida County FSA office within 15 days of the disaster occurrence or when the 

loss first becomes apparent," she said.  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov
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 Producers who have NAP coverage will be required to report crop losses on an 

FSA form CCC-576 - "Notice of Loss and Application for Payment Noninsured Crop 

Disaster Assistance Program."  

 According to Purdy, it is important that producers file accurate and timely reports 

before the crop is destroyed to prevent the potential loss of FSA program benefits.  

 Failed acreage reports allow the Agency to maintain an accurate record to report 

how many acres of each crop were destroyed or damaged by a disaster event. This 

information is used to determine county and state eligibility for programs like the Average 

Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program, as well as future federal farm programs as 

legislated by Congress.  

For questions regarding crop losses, please contact the Oneida County FSA office at 315-

736-3316 extension 2. 

Farm Service Agency Moves to Electronic Check Processing 
(Syracuse, NY) –June 28, 2012-- USDA NY Farm Service Agency (FSA) Acting 
Executive Director James Barber announced that FSA is moving towards an 
electronic method for processing check payments from customers.  
 Using the electronic method, when a producer submits a paper check 
payment, either in person or through the mail, the check will be converted into an 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) using Over the Counter Channel (OTCnet), a 
web-based application.  
 According to Barber, OTCnet will be implemented in a select number of 
counties throughout the state for 2012, but all counties will be transitioned into 
OTCnet by the end of 2013.  
 "It is important for producers to have sufficient funds in their bank account 
because the electronic transfer of funds could occur within 24 hours," said Barber.  
 FSA will hold the paper check for up to 14 calendar days to ensure that 
the transaction was successfully processed and then the check will be shredded. 
The producer will not receive the paper check back from FSA. 
 "The new electronic check processing system will benefit the Agency and 
producers," said Barber. "The new system will reduce the possibility of losing or 
misplacing checks, speed up the check clearing process and reduce the potential 
for human error," he said.  
 For more information regarding electronic check processing contact your 
local FSA office : 736-3316. 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 

years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 
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