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Upcoming  Events

QuickBooks Training Classes—Monday, April 30, 2012 

Basic QuickBooks Training, 12:00pm – 3:00pm 

 Basic QuickBooks training will be taught using the QuickBooks 

Pro software and will be presented using examples common to the 

agricultural industry.  However, if time prevails questions revenant to 

other industries will be addressed. 

     The following information will be covered in Basic QuickBooks: 

Setting up a Company 

Establishing a Chart of Accounts  

Recording Income and Expenses 

Producing Meaningful Reports 

Backing up QuickBooks 

Advanced QuickBooks Training, 6:00 – 9:00pm, 

 Advanced QuickBooks training will be taught using the 

QuickBooks Pro software and will be presented using examples 

common to the agricultural industry. If time prevails questions 

revenant to other industries will be addressed. This class will not only 

offer advance instruction from an QuickBooks Pro Advisor, but also 

the opportunity to share in conversation with others who are familiar 

with QuickBooks and are willing to share personal experiences on the 

benefits of  the accounting software.  

     The following information will be covered in Advanced QuickBooks: 

Customize forms 

Create and modify various types of reports 

Fixing errors in QuickBooks 

How to set up QuickBooks to track 1099’s  

Both classes will be held at the Cornell Cooperative Extension Office, 

121 Second Street Oriskany NY.  Registration is limited and required. 

It is advised to bring laptops with software downloaded prior to the 

class. If you have any additional questions or would like to register 

for one or both classes please contact Bonnie Collins at 315/736-3394 

x 104. 

*~*~*Save the Date*~*~* 

FarmFest 2012 will be on Friday June 1st   

A presentation on the “Impacts of gas drilling on human and                   

animal health” by Dr. Michelle Bamberger, MS, DVM and                              

Professor Robert Oswald, Cornell University College of                            

Veterinary Medicine will be offered at the Kirkland Town Library             

in Clinton, at 7pm on March 20th.  This is part of a speaker series                  

organized by the Kirkland Committee to Prohibit Hydrofracking in           

partnership with Hydroreliefweb (www.hydrorelief.org). 



Tax Tip by Bonnie Collins 

Receiving a Bill from the IRS 

If payment for the full amount of tax due is not sent with the tax return,  

a bill called a Notice of Tax Due and Demand for Payment is mailed to the 

taxpayer. The notice, or bill, includes unpaid taxes due, plus applicable 

penalties and interest. It is best to pay the amount due on the bill in full 

to help minimize the amount of penalties and interest charged. The 

interest rate a credit card issuer or bank charges may be lower than the 

combination of interest and penalties imposed by the Internal Revenue 

Code. 
What If the Bill is Wrong? 

Taxpayers 

To help correct the problem, a copy of the bill along with copies of any 

records, tax returns, and canceled checks, etc., should be gathered to 

help explain why the bill is wrong. A response by letter should explain  

why the bill is wrong and include copies of all documents to explain the 

situation. Original documents should not be submitted. If the IRS  

confirms the error, an adjustment will be made to the taxpayer’s account 

and, if necessary, a corrected bill sent.  

Pre-Planning for Farm Emergencies                                               

Tuesday, April 3, 2012 

Next to mining, agriculture has the second highest rate of work-

related injuries and fatalities in the United States. For the emergency 

responders called to such incidents, many of the hazards they 

potentially face may not be obvious.  It is therefore crucial that 

farmers help their fire fighters and EMT’s understand where some of 

the most serious dangers are located. 

 

On Tuesday April 3, 2012 a Pre-Planning for Farm Emergencies 

will take place at Oneida County Cornell Cooperative Extension  

121 Second Street Oriskany From 6:00pm- 8:00pm 

 

The goal and objectives of this pre-planning presentation will include: 

 How to prepare a safety plan 

 What information is critical when calling in an emergency to 911 

 What information should be reviewed with employees 

 What an “Emergency Action Tube” is and how to us it 

The sessions will be presented by Erik Merrel an instructor with the 

National Farmedic Training Program, and a certified NYS AEMT-Critical 

Care paramedic. 

Please register for this important informational class with Bonnie 

Collins at 315/736-3394 x104, by March 30.  



Farmers, do you need help?  Need to take a sick day?                                             

Would you like to take a vacation or just a day (or a few days) away 

from the farm?  Farmsitters Chore Services is made up of former 

dairy farmers.  We will make sure your animals are well cared for by 

providing temporary services such as: milking, cleaning, feeding, etc.  

Call Terrance (315) 397-2593 and leave a message.  References  

 Oneida County Graziers Group Meeting 

 

 There will be a meeting of the Oneida County Graziers group on 

Thursday, March 22nd, 2012 at the Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Building from 11am-3pm.  This is the group’s annual meeting to begin 

the year to discuss grazing topics and set in motion its plan to host 

pasture walks.   

 The guest speakers will be Bill Badgley-nutritionist with 

Whitmans Feed Company and Wally Sheffer a grazier from the Albany 

area.  Bill brings many years of working with graziers and is very pro-

active about what grazing can do for a farms bottom line.  Wally and 

his son Eric started a milking grazing dairy within the last 5 years.  

They not only graze the milking cows but also most of the youngstock.  

Bill and Wally will talk about their experiences and how it affects the 

bottom line of the farm.  Bring your questions as they are open to 

answering all that they can.     

 We will also be talking about what we can do this summer as 

grain prices and corn in particular rise, and what options do we have.  

We already have pasture walks set up for September and November, in 

the county and a pasture walk for this spring at a farm in Livingston 

County with a 25,000lb herd average that grazes.    

 Jeff Miller will also be on hand to help answer any questions the 

group may have on frost seeding, no-till seeding, fertilizer rates, weed 

questions and forage improvement.   

The Oneida County graziers group holds meetings throughout 

the spring and summer, these meetings are open to anyone who wants 

to learn more about rotational grazing.  Rotational grazing is a system 

where farmers are using grass as a resource to harvest a high quality 

forage (25% or higher in protein) without the cost of equipment or fuel.  

As grain, fuel and other inputs increase, pasture can be an economical 

option in feeding dairy cows, replacements, and other livestock.  

Grazing is also a requirement of organic standards.  There is no fee for 

this meeting and lunch will be provided, the only thing that is asked is 

that you call in with reservations to make sure we have enough seating 

by March 16, 2011.  Please direct all calls to Bill Paddock of Oneida 

County SWCD at (315)736-3334 or by e-mail at william-

paddock@oneidaswcd.org   This meeting is sponsored by Oneida 

County Soil & Water Conservation District, Oneida County Cooperative 

Extension, and ANCA (Adirondack North Country Association).   

mailto:william-paddock@oneidaswcd.org
mailto:william-paddock@oneidaswcd.org


Make The World A Better Place:  Plant A Tree 
 The Oneida County Soil and Water Conservation District is now 

holding its 29th annual Spring Tree and Shrub Sale Program. 

 Planting a tree is one of the most effective and easiest ways to 

make our environment a better place.  Trees can be planted for a 

variety of reasons, to help clean the water and air, provide lumber for 

homes and other essential items; act as living snow fences, wind 

breaks, riparian filter strips and wildlife habitats; as well as are simply 

among nature’s most enjoyable elements.  Trees are invaluable 

because they provide so much and are renewable, natural resources; 

when harvested for use, trees can be replaced through natural 

regrowth or new plantings. 

 Clubs and organizations can promote the importance of trees 

through a variety of educational programs and activities.  Whether 

trees are planted as an organizational, educational activity or family 

activity, each tree planted enhances the environment. 

 This year’s Spring Tree and Shrub Program is offering bare-root 

evergreen seedlings, transplants, deciduous trees and shrubs, ground 

covers and wildflower seeds.  Varieties include Colorado Blue Spruce, 

Douglas Fir, Scotch Pine, Austrian Pine, Red Pine, White Pine, Balsam 

Fir, Norway Spruce, White Cedar, Black Walnut, Blueberries, Lilac, 

Raspberry, Red Maple, Red Oak, Sycamore, Tulip Tree, English Ivy, 

and Myrtle.  Please call for availability.   

 Don’t wait - order now!  Please place orders by March 30 

Order forms and ordering information can be picked up at the Farm & 

Home Center at 121 Second Street, Oriskany NY 13424, or call the 

office at 315-736-3334 to receive forms by mail, or go to our website 

at www.oneidaswcd.org  for the order form and new this year we have 

pay-pal on-line!     

Maple Open House 
 Oneida County Maple Producers are busy making this year's crop 

of fresh syrup. It takes cold nights and warm days for the sap to run in 

maple trees. Producers need to collect about 40 gallons of sap to make 

just one gallon of pure maple syrup. Oneida County has a variety of 

producers ranging from small scale to the large. Their production 

techniques and styles will vary from producer to producer.  

 During the month of March you can find open houses, 

demonstrations and pancake breakfasts featuring pure maple syrup 

throughout the county. March 17-18 & 24-25 from 10AM to 4PM is the 

statewide Maple Weekend. Contact the individual maple producer for 

details and their hours of operation.  

 If you would like to find your local maple producer you can go to 

our website www.cceoneida.com ,  http://www.communitywalk.com/

map/index/195456 or contact Remi Link at 736-3394 ext 111. 
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EARLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM CORNELL’S  
DAIRY FARM BUSINESS SUMMARY 

We’ve received the first reports for the year 2011 from Cornell’s Dairy 

Farm Business Summary (DFBS).  These early highlights are from just a 

few dozen farms, and can’t be considered representative of New York’s 

dairy industry overall.  This early data generally comes from some of the 

largest farms that participate in the program (averaging 640 cows this 

year) as well as some of the best managed.  

Nonetheless, it’s always useful to note some key comparisons with the 

prior year’s data. 

After 2009’s terrible milk prices, 2010 was a year of recovery, and the 

price continued to improve in 2011.  For the 38 dairies reporting so far, 

the average milk price in 2011 was $22.00 compared to $17.96 for   

those same farms in 2010.  

Costs also increased year over year, as shown by the following measures: 

         

          2011 2010 

Operating cost/cwt:               $15.69 $14.11 

Purchased input cost/cwt (adds depreciation): $17.21           $15.47 

Total cost/cwt (adds unpaid labor & opportunity cost):$19.06 $17.10 

Among the key cost contributors, purchased feed expenses increased    

82 cents per cwt., or almost 15%.  Fuel, oil and grease expenses         

increase 25 cents per cwt., or 40%.  

Despite these cost increases, net farm income for these farms almost 

doubled from 2010 to 2011, from $631 to $1,204 per cow (without ap-

preciation). These numbers demonstrate the importance of the top-line 

price in driving bottom-line profitability. 

You can access more data from Cornell’s Dairy Farm Business Summary 

(DFBS), or find out about enrolling your farm in the program by contact-

ing Jim Manning (x129) or Bonnie Collins (x104) at CCE-736-3394. 

Junior Beef Quality Assurance Course 

A BQA course for youth ages 9 – 19 is being offered Saturday 

April 14th from 10am-3pm at the CCE of Oneida Co. office in 

Oriskany.  Younger individuals may be included if space allows.  

Topics to be covered include: cattle handling, injection sites, 

flight zones, carcass grading and inspection and much more.  For 

more information or to sign up please contact Kristi Cranwell at 

736-3394 ext. 122. 



All You Really Need to Know About W.O.R.M.S 

Working on (anthelmintic) Resistance Management Strategies 

                                                                                 By M. Collins 

As I prepare this article I am reminded that the official first day   

of spring is a mere thirty days away.  It’s not that we’ve had a long, 

torturous winter and we can’t wait for spring time temperatures and 

weather patterns to return.   We certainly can’t complain about this 

winter, unless of course you’re an avid skier or snowmobiler.  The 

thought of spring’s arrival tends to send my mind into planning mode  for 

all the spring work waiting to get underway. Before you know it will be 

time to kick the animals back out to pasture for another grazing season 

and in doing so we’ll need to prepare for another deworming season.  

Given the mild winter we’ve experienced and the significant rain fall 

during the last half of 2011, it is not unreasonable to think that parasite 

loads could be more of a challenge during the 2012 grazing season.   

While the issue of anthelmintic or de-wormer resistance is an 

unrelenting concern particularly for sheep and goat producers, recent 

surveys and studies conducted on beef and dairy animals suggest that 

anthelmintic resistance is present and could escalate if not properly 

managed. Whatever the choice of livestock you prefer to raise, there’s  

no doubt you want to raise healthy and productive animals economically, 

while preventing clinical diseases and production losses.  Can you raise 

an animal that is entirely parasite free?  It’s not likely, nor should it be 

the goal.  It’s normal for sheep/goats/cattle to carry a low level of 

parasites, its aides in their immune response to the individual parasite. 

As the level of consumer interest and concern with what goes into or 

doesn’t go into the foods they eat escalates, relying on an integrated 

parasite management approach should remain in your arsenal against 

fighting off the parasite enemy.  

Effective parasite control begins with good pasture management 

and a little common sense.  

 Avoid overstocking and overgrazing. Considering that 80% of worm 

larva live in the first 2” of vegetation, plan to move your animals 

before the pasture is below 3”. 

 Use multi-species grazing when possible 

 Offer clean or “safe” pastures when possible as the grazing season 

progresses 

 Safe pastures are those pastures that are new, recently renovated 

through tillage, have not been grazed on by sheep or goats in the 

past 6-12 months, that have had hay or baleage or a silage crop 

removed from, or pasture that has been rotated with row crops. 

 Offer browsing as a pasture alternative: Livestock grazing tall  

growing forages or browse may benefit from the high tannin content 

which has been known to help reduce parasite populations in animals. 

 Pure stands of chicory, birdsfoot trefoil, and Sericea lespedeza have 

been shown to reduce fecal egg counts and/or larval development.  

 Keep common graining and watering areas clean and maintained 

 Avoid a “barnyard” effect:  grassy areas or non-rotated pastures  



closest to the barn that receive a lot of traffic, highly populated can lead 

to high concentrations of parasite eggs. 

While the use of anthelmintics on your farm may still be 

warranted, read on for tips on how to avoid de-wormer resistance in 

your livestock. Steps to Avoid De-Wormer Resistance  

Avoid overuse:  Resistance is established when one type of wormer is 

used repeatedly.  The parasites receive enough of one agent to evolve 

and adapt but not to be eliminated.  The adult parasites that survive the 

treatment are more likely to produce offspring with drug resistance. 

Relying on one type of drug or drug family perpetuates the cycle.  

Remember to switch up your de-wormer choice from year to year and 

pay attention to the active ingredient on the label.  Manufacturers can 

include the same active ingredient in a product but sell it under a 

different brand name. 

Know your enemy: Know what parasite you need to treat for.  Collect 

fecal samples and have your veterinarian suggest a treatment protocol 

that best suites the offending parasite.  Whenever possible avoid using 

broad spectrum products. 

Proper dosing and application: Begin by knowing, not guessing the 

animals’ weight. Potentially under dosing can backfire, by giving just 

enough active ingredient to alter the development of the parasite, but 

not to eliminate it. When using pour on or drenching guns, improper 

technique or faulty equipment can play a role in treatment failure.  

Practice the proper restraint techniques for oral administration, thus 

ensuring that the entire  dose is received by the animal the first time 

through.  Pour on wormers run the risk of being under dosed as a result 

of uncooperative animals that move.  With a little planning and enough 

help, restraining larger livestock properly will help deliver the correct 

amount, while keeping everyone involved safe. 

Establish a treatment protocol: It may not always be necessary to 

treat every animal in the herd every time. Relying on frequent fecal 

counts can be an indication of who is carrying a heavy egg count.  

Closely monitor individuals with suppressed or weakened immune 

systems, particularly late gestation or lactating sheep/goats. Familiarize 

yourself with the FAMACHA system of assessing barber pole worm 

infection in sheep and goats.  Named for its originator Dr. Francois Faffa 

Malan Chart following a severe anthelmintic resistance in South Africa, 

this eye chart displays varying degrees of anemia as presented in the 

inside of a goats lower eyelid.  The barber pole worm is noted for 

attaching itself to the rumen of sheep and goat and feeds on the blood 

supply, resulting in an anemic animal.  Incorporating the FAMACHA 

scoring technique into your treatment protocol can reduce the number 

of treatments by determining which individual animals need treatment 

vs. assuming that the whole herd needs to be treated.  If you can 

reduce the number of animals being treated you can eventually reduce 

the rate at which the parasites are gaining resistance. Consult with your 

veterinarian for help in developing a treatment protocol and always 

follow the label directions concerning meat and milk withdrawal times.   
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Milk Price Watch for Oneida County -  
Thirteen months through January 2012 

Corn Silage for sale: Dustin Keith, Waterville, 315-725-5838.  

New USDA website not just for beginners 

The USDA, in partnership with the American Farm Bureau Federation, 

has launched a new site that collects in one place valuable information 

on topics including planning, management, marketing, credit, grants, 

regulations, leasing and much more.  The agency has as a priority 

helping new farmers develop the skills, knowledge and resources to 

succeed in agriculture.  But the site also includes an "Already Farming" 

section that will help existing farmers navigate the available resources 

and make connections to information, programs and support systems 

that are often hard to track down. Visit the site at 

www.start2farm.gov. 

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1               

for the Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.               

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix        

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).                  

Your actual check will depend on these factors. 

http://www.start2farm.gov
http://www.fmmone.com/
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The value of field crops produced in NY State hit 1 billion dollars 

Source: Bill Cox Cornell University 

Field crop production may once have been considered as an agricultural 

activity that supported dairy production. Today it is being  recognized as 

an agricultural industry independent of dairy production.  New York 

traditionally has been a feed grain (corn, soybean, oats, and barley) 

deficit State feeding about 2 million tons annually but producing only 

about 1.85 million tons annually from 2002-2006 (NYS Ag Statistics, 

2011). Recent feed grain production in New York averaged about 2.7 

million tons annually, whereas about 1.9 million tons have been fed 

annually in New York from 2007-2011. New York is now a feed surplus 

State and field crops are now marketed to other buyers as well as to the 

dairy industry. Acreage of land planted to field crops has been 

increasing: corn grain: 470,000 acres from 2002-2006 and  about 

600,000 acres from 2007-2011; soybeans: 170,000 acres from 2002-

2006 and about 245,000 acres from 2007-2011;  (NYS Ag Statistics, 

2011). Yield per acre has also been increasing: corn grain:  119 

bushels/acre from 2002-2006 compared to 138 bushels/acre from 2007-

2011; soybeans: 39 bushels/acre from 2002-2006 increased to 44 

bushels/acre from 2007-2011; wheat: 56 bushels/acre from 2002-2006 

increased to  61 bushels/acre from 2007-2011.  The value of field 

crops has also been increasing: corn grain produced in NY in 2011 

was valued at 400 million dollars, corn silage averaged about $300 

million from 2007-2011, soybeans: production in NY from 2002-2006 

was valued at $40 million,  increased to $120 million from 2007-2011. 

These trends in higher values of field crop production are illustrated in 

the figure below: 

Crop Shorts                                                                                         
By Jeff Miller 
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Dairy and Cash Grain Farmer Perceptions of the Value of Manure 

Source: Julia Knight1, Patty Ristow1, Graham Swanepoel1, Karl 

Czymmek1,2, and Quirine M. Ketterings1 

This group circulated post card surveys at meetings/workshops held 

between Jan1 and March 31st, 2010 to gather information about ma-

nure imports and exports from farms and perceptions of the value of 

manure by dairy and crop farmers. Two hundred and sixty-six surveys 

were completed (200 dairy and 66 crop). Among those surveyed, the 

average dairy farm had 295 cows with 625 acres of cropland. The aver-

age crop farm was 1030 acres. Across dairy farms, 86% of the acreage 

received manure (535 acres out of 625 acres of the average dairy 

farm), 47% had at least 6 months of manure storage. Of the crop pro-

ducers surveyed, 64% reported that they apply manure to an average 

of 41% of their crop acres, indicating manure export from dairy farms 

to crop farms is occurring in the region. Crop producers who did not 

import manure indicated lack of availability and concerns about com-

paction as the two main reasons to limit manure use on their farm.  

Both dairy and crop farmers identified organic matter and nutrient val-

ue as the two most valuable characteristics of manure.  Dairy and crop 

farmers differed in their financial valuation of manure, dairy farmers on 

average priced manure at a value of $96 per acre with a range of $20 

to $400 per acre while crop producers on average valued manure at 

$53 per acre with a range of $0 to $150 per acre, respectively. Dairy 

farmers reported an estimated cost of handling and application of ma-

nure at $43/ac. As dairy farms grow in cow numbers without growing in 

acreage there will be more reason to collaborate with nearby crop 

farms. Local dairy farmers that are increasing in cow numbers should 

be calculating their cost of spreading and the value of the nutrients in 

their manure to be prepared to discuss the possibilities of spreading 

manure on fields farmed by commercial field crop producers.  

                                                                                                           

Recommended Seeding and Side-Dress N rates Provide Close to 

Optimum Grain Corn Yields in 2010 and 2011 

Bill Cox and Phil Atkins, Department of Crop and Soil Sciences, 

Cornell University 

The graph on the next page shows the results from Bill Cox and Phil 

Atkins study evaluating increasing corn populations at two rates of N on 

two hybrids over two seasons. The graph shows that the seeding rate 

for grain indicated in the Cornell  Field Crops Guide of 30,000 kernels/

ac continues to produce optimal grain yields. In addition the rate of N 

recommended for 4th year corn in the guide also produces optimal 

yields based on this study. There are plans to continue the study for a 

third season. These are small plot studies. The original  studies that 

established the recommended seeding rates were based on small plot 

and field scale  studies conducted between 2003 and 2010. 



Fig.1. Corn yield response, averaged across two hybrids (DKC51-86 

and P0125XR), to four seeding rates (25,000 to 40,000 kernels/acre) 

and two side-dress N rates (100 and 125 lbs N/acre) in 2010, 2011, 

and averaged across both years. About 25 lbs of N/acre were used in 

the starter fertilizer so a total of 125 and 175 lbs N/acre were applied. 

Can Manure Replace the Need for Starter Nitrogen Fertilizer?     

3-Year Summary 

Quirine M. Ketterings, Greg Godwin, Sheryl N. Swink, Joseph 

Foster, Eun Hong, Karl Czymmek, Carl Albers, Peter Barney, 

Brian Boerman, Stephen Canner, Paul Cerosaletti, Aaron Gabriel, 

Mike Hunter, Tom Kilcer, Joe Lawrence, Eric Young, and Alex 

Wright 

A question arose when farmers in western NY with continuous 

applications of manure said that they were planting corn without starter 

N applications. The group of individuals noted above had one or more 

trials where yields were measured in plot studies with four replications 

of two treatments (no starter N and  30lbs of N as a starter). There 

were 21 sites in total over a three year period across NY. 

They took two types of N measurements at each of the sites, an Illinois 

Soil Nitrogen Test (ISNT) and a Corn Stalk Nitrate Test (CSNT). The 

ISNT is a soil test where soils are incubated first and the test identifies 

the amount of readily mineralizeable soil organic N. This test provides a 

more accurate estimate of the amount of N that will be available to the 

crop during the growing season. The corn stalk nitrate test (CSNT) is a 

measure of nitrates in the corn stalk at the end of the season. This is 

more of a post-season report card and tells you if there was sufficient N 

for optimal corn yields. The results are listed in the table on next page. 
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The conclusions were: 

 Starter N should be used for fields with no manure history and no 

current year manure applications (deficient ISNT-N). 

 If the ISNT-N is classified as optimal, manure can be used to replace 

starter N without a yield or quality decline. 

 Manure can replace starter N for sites deficient or marginal in ISNT-N 

as well, but only if sufficient N from manure and other sources (cover 

crops, sidedress N) is available 

 We recommend producers analyze 2nd or higher year corn fields for 

both ISNT-N and CSNT, to identify sites where a starter N application 

can be omitted. 

Frost crack seeding 

Many of us have light or no snow covering on our fields. For those of you 

who have pastures or old grass lots cut for silage that you would like to 

improve……NOW IS THE TIME TO FROST CRACK SEED!!!  Simply 

spinning on 4-6lbs/ac of the cheapest red clover you can buy can 

increase the legume content in these fields improving both yield and 

protein content. Red clover germinates quickly and is very competitive. 

It however is very slow to dry and therefore is best not planted in fields 

intended for dry hay harvest. 

 

We are experiencing freezing temperatures at night and warm 

temperatures during the day which makes the water in the soil shrink 

and swell which will help to incorporate the seed that you have spun 

onto the surface giving it a much improved chance of germination. 

 

If you frost crack seed pastures remember to only do this in areas of the 

pasture that you can harvest with a haybine. The reason…. The clover 

needs all that time to germinate and  grow a good set of roots before it 

is harvested for the first time. After the first harvest you can resume 

your normal rotation…turning animals into areas where there is 6” of 

regrowth. 

 

Should I reduce residue to reduce corn disease?  

Source: Matt Montgomery, University of Illinois |  

We had a spike in northern corn leaf blight last season locally and gray 

leaf spot was a problem in the Hudson Valley and in the southern part of 

the Rte 81 corridor. The inoculum for these two diseases along with 

anthracnose leaf blight and eyespot are in the crop residue. You have a 

few management options: 

 Full plowing and incorporation of the residue can help reduce the 

amount of inoculum available to start infection. Unfortunately 

northern corn leaf blight spores can travel long distances by high air 

currents so your fields may be showered by spores from fields miles 

away. 



 Selection of corn hybrids with resistance to these diseases. This can 

be a bit tricky because there are multiple races of northern corn leaf 

blight. The main issue is whether your hybrid has resistance not 

only to the diseases but also to the races that were present in your 

region in the past season. 

 Crop rotation (1 year with plowing, 2 years in no-till) 

 Foliar fungicides can be applied but the economic return with a 

range of cost between $35-45/ac is not always guaranteed. The 

current recommendation would be to scout fields and when 

northern corn leaf blight or gray leaf spot are approaching the ear-

leaf prior to silking that an appropriate fungicide like the strobilurin  

fungicides: pyraclostrobin, azoxystrobin or the combination 

product: propiconazole and azoxystrobin be applied. 

 

Options for winter annual broadleaf control in wheat 

Source: Dallas Peterson, Kansas State University Wheat weed control 

Spring herbicide applications can be effective for winter annual 

broadleaf weed control, but timing and weather conditions are critical 

to achieve good control. Spring applications generally are most 

effective soon after green-up when weeds are still in the rosette stage 

of growth, and during periods of mild weather. Once weeds begin to 

bolt and wheat starts to develop more canopy, herbicide performance 

often decreases dramatically. 

Another important consideration with herbicide application timing is 

crop tolerance at different application timings. For example, 2,4-D 

should not be applied in the fall or until wheat is fully tillered in the 

spring but before jointing. On the other hand, any herbicide containing 

dicamba can be applied after wheat has 2 leaves, but should not be 

applied once the wheat gets close to jointing in the spring. Harmony 

extra should be applied to actively growing weeds in the spring before 

flag leaf stage. 

There has been some discussion about wheat tolerance to herbicides, 
especially when applied with fertilizer carrier. The best advice regarding 

crop safety with herbicide-fertilizer combinations and application timing 

is to follow the label guidelines. We generally see very minimal crop 

injury and no yield loss from topdress fertilizer/residual herbicide 

applications during the winter months. However, these combinations 

can often cause considerable burn to the wheat if applied when the 

crop is actively growing and with warmer weather. The foliar burn is 

generally temporary in nature and the wheat usually will recover if 

good growing conditions persist. 

Crop injury with herbicide-fertilizer combinations will depend on the 

total amount of fertilizer applied, dilution with water, and the addition 

of surfactant. Again the herbicide label provides the best guidelines 

regarding if, when, and how herbicides can be applied with fertilizer. 



 Getting a Good Forage Stand  

by Dan Undersander,  Extension Forage Agronomist University of 

Wisconsin – Madison 

 

  Some farmers always get a good forage stand and some always 

fear seeding grasses or legumes because of difficulty getting good 

stands. A good stand is crucial to profitability. If the stand is thin, it will 

never yield well and will be weedy. Additionally, if the stand is so poor 

that reseeding is necessary, the grower will have lost most or all of a 

growing season for forage production on that field. More than 90% of 

forage stand failures are due to one of three reasons: 1) low soil pH, 2) 

loose soil, or 3) seeding too deep. Each cause of stand failure is 

preventable by the farmer. 

   Insure proper Soil pH 

  We have known for over a hundred years that alfalfa needs a soil 

with pH of 6.8 and other legumes need a pH of 6.0 to 6.3. However, 

many farmers do not apply lime either in adequate amounts or 

sufficiently far ahead of seeding to raise soil pH. Failure to raise soil pH 

to optimum levels results in poor germination and slowed seedling 

growth, which makes the seedlings more susceptible to disease and 

death. Lime should be  applied 1 year prior to seeding to allow the soil 

pH to raise to optimum. 

 

   Provide a firm seedbed 

  The second major cause of stand failure is seeding into loose 

soil. Soil must be packed around the seed to make good seed to soil 

contact so that the seed can take up water from the soil. All of us have 

seen fields where the forage stand was better in the wheel tracks or the 

headlands---where the soil was packed more firmly around the seed. 

The old, but good, recommendation has been that if you stand on the 

field and your shoe sinks more than ¼ inch into the soil, the soil is too 

loose for seeding.  

Some soils need to be fall plowed to allow settling to occur 

before a spring seeding. Chiseled soils may need less time to settle but 

still require disking to level and pack the soil surface prior to seeding. 

Fields seeded no-till will generally have firm soil, though some disking 

may be necessary in these systems simply to smooth the field for future 

hay making. Spike tooth harrows or drags will level the field and break 

up clods but they are bad for seeding because they loosen soil rather 

than pack it.  

A Brillion seeder has been successful on tilled fields because it 

has two corrugated packing rolls to pack the soil. A drill can do as well if 

it has press wheels that are properly adjusted. Some farmers have 

attached a corrugated roller behind the drill to further pack the soil. 

Note that a corrugated roller is much more effective in getting a stand 

than a smooth roller because the later rides up over clods, stones, and 

ridges whereas the former packs more consistently across the contour 

of the field. (continued on next page) 



  Place seed at proper depth 

  The third major reason for stand failure is seeding too deep with 

a drill. Legume seed should be placed ¼ to ½ inch deep in most soils 

(¾ inch depth in sandy soils). Placing seed deeper may delay or reduce 

emergence and result in poor stands. Poor seed placement is often 

visible in new seedings as rows or parts of rows germinate One good 

test to use when seeding with a drill is to look for seeds on the soil 

surface after seeding. If the seed is properly placed at ¼ to ½ inch 

depth, some seed will end up on the soil surface. One should find 8 to 

10 seeds per square foot on the soil surface. If the number is less, you 

are likely placing the rest of the seed too deep.  

 

In summary, forage seedings can have a high success rate if the grower 

seeds at proper soil pH, depth, and packs the soil well.   

WILL NEW YORK BE PREPARED FOR THE “NEW” FARM BILL? 

Fay Benson – SCNY Dairy Team 

The USDA classifies New York as an underserved state for crop 

insurance, meaning, we aren’t using crop insurance to cover our 

agricultural production at rates seen in other areas of the country. This 

will put New York at a disadvantage with the direction that the Farm 

Bill is heading, which is away from Direct Payments and 

Disaster Assistance to more of a reliance on Risk Management for 

farmer's protection from disaster events. The January 2012 report from 

the Congressional Budget Office crystallizes this direction.   

 

Mandatory spending for agricultural support totaled $15 billion in 

2011; it is projected to average $16 billion in each year between 

2012 and 2022, under the baseline assumption that current farm 

programs remain in place after the 2008 farm bill (the Food, 

Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, P.L. 110-246) expires in 

2012. That spending will dip in 2012, to about $13 billion, largely 

because of changes in the timing of mandated payments for crop 

insurance and commodity programs. Starting in 2013, spending 

for the crop insurance program is expected to rise as a result of 

projected increases in crop prices and the value of insured crops. 

The higher spending for crop insurance will be offset by the 

scheduled termination of some other agricultural support 

programs, such as agriculture disaster assistance and payments 

to tobacco growers. (Congressional Budget Office) 

If Crop Insurance is to become one of the key avenues for farms 

to receive federal protection from adverse weather or market events, 

New York Farmers will be at a disadvantage since they have not had the 

experience of using it on their farms. They will need to learn more about 

Crop Insurance and how it can fit their farm. If a natural disaster occurs  
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or market prices plunge, crop insurance allows the producer to pay 

bills and remain in operation. Beyond this fundamental strength, there 

are other benefits of crop insurance to producers, government and the 

public. 

1. Producers Share in the Program Cost. When a producer wants crop 

insurance coverage, the producer must pay for it. While the program is 

partially subsidized by the government, producers have          

substantial "skin in the game." 

2. Producers Receive Crop Insurance Indemnities in the Timeliest Way. 

While some farm programs may make payments fairly promptly, 

such as marketing loan benefits, others pay out long after the pay-

ments are needed. For example, the Supplemental Revenue Assis-

tance Payments Program (SURE) payments may occur about 11/2 

years after harvest. Crop insurance policies require the companies 

to pay within 30 days of claim settlement. Losses due to disasters 

like floods or hurricanes and prevented planting and replant pay-

ments may be paid well before harvest. 

3. Producers Can Use Crop Insurance as Collateral for Loans. When 

bankers loan to a producer, they require an expectation that the loan 

can be repaid. Many producers use land, equipment or crops as 

collateral to secure the loan. 

4. Producer Indemnities are not Capped by Arbitrary Payment Limits. 

There are no income caps to be eligible to buy crop insurance, and crop 

insurance premium subsidies and indemnities are not limited. 

5. Crop Insurance Has Already Contributed to Deficit Reduction. 

While the budget for the new farm bill remains uncertain, it is likely  

to be quite limited. The crop insurance program has the benefit of 

having recently undergone substantial budget cuts, most of which 

have been earmarked for deficit reduction 

To learn more about Crop Insurance in New York contact your County 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Office  

You can also visit. NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets Crop  

Insurance Education Program at:   http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/AP/

CropInsurance.html  or contact Sarah Johnston at: 518-457-4531     

sarah.johnston@agriculture.ny.gov  

https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=43bc422ae6f44c5984a912cfde16cdd7&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.agmkt.state.ny.us%2fAP%2fCropInsurance.html
https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=43bc422ae6f44c5984a912cfde16cdd7&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.agmkt.state.ny.us%2fAP%2fCropInsurance.html
mailto:sarah.johnston@agriculture.ny.gov


Mark Smith  

Full Time Forage Specialist 

Smith Ag Service   

PO Box 1018 

Morrisville NY 13408      

315-684-7737 

315-447-7579 Mobile 

Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 

years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 
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