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Upcoming  Events

Save the date: Saturday October 29th, 2011                                

Cornell Sheep and Goat Symposium .  Look for further details in 

September’s Livestock issue of Farm Flash. 

―Group Housed Wet Calves‖ Symposium Planned 

A one-day symposium to be held in the Syracuse area is 

being planned for late Fall 2011. Target audience is Dairy 

Producers and Industry Support Specialists. The program will 

be aimed at those experienced with these calf housing 

schemes as well as those hungry to learn more about the 

concept and practices. A follow-up to this article featuring 

farms pioneering these systems will arrive mid-Summer. 

Look for more details on the symposium accompanying that 

article. If this is something that interests you, please mention 

it to your local Cornell Cooperative Extension Dairy Educator. 

This years DairyProfit Seminars at the Empire Farm Days 

feature opportunities to learn about intensive grazing, transitioning 

to the next generation, and the latest findings to increase cow 

comfort.  The free open-to-the public seminars begin at 10:30am 

in the Empire Farm Days Dairy Seminar Center at Rodman Lott & 

Son Farms in Seneca Falls, NY Industry updates from the Beef 

Check-Off Program and a picnic lunch follow each seminar. 

Cornell University’s PRO-DAIRY Program and Eastern Dairy 

Business Magazine present the following seminars with support 

from industry sponsors: 

 

               August 9  Intensive Pasture Management 

               August 10 The Next Generation 

               August 11 The Latest Cow Comfort Strategies 

 

             For more information on Empire Farm Days visit 

                    www.empirefarmdays.com or contact  

 Melanie Wickham 877-697-7837                          

mwickham@empirefarmdays.com 
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ITHACA — The Cornell Maple Program will provide an opportunity for 

maple producers to acquire hands-on experience to increase their 

production, profitability and efficiency. 

  

Peter Smallidge, Cornell Maple Program director, said "this workshop 

is a unique experience and an unparalleled venue for focused and 

hands-on learning in a research and production setting. Participants 

will learn all aspects of production, processing and marketing." 

  

In the sugarbush, participants will learn how to measure and select 

trees, how to evaluate, plan and install a tubing system and how to 

evaluate vacuum and bucket systems for efficiency. In the sugar 

house, participants will learn about sap storage, reverse osmosis, 

evaporator operations and syrup filtering, storage and grading. 

Further, participants learn to understand the principles of marketing 

syrup and value-added products, making value-added products and 

evaluating and managing their business enterprise. 

  

Steve Childs, New York maple specialist, said the training will position 

maple producers, especially intermediate and beginners, to learn the 

details that would otherwise require years. 

  

The camp will begin late afternoon on Thursday, Aug. 25, and 

conclude at noon on Sunday, Aug. 28. Cornell Maple Camp will occur 

at the Cornell University Arnot Forest near Ithaca. The camp is open to 

all maple producers and those wishing to become maple producers. It 

is designed for anyone who wants to become a producer or who has a 

few years of experiences but is seeking to expand production, 

products, markets or profitability. 

  

Registration information is avai lable by going to 

www.CornellMaple.info and selecting Cornell Maple Camp. 

Registration, including all meals (Thursday supper through Sunday 

lunch) and handouts is $90 per person. Cabins at the Arnot Forest will 

be available for rent at $90 per person for the complete stay 

(Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights) or information on local hotels 

can be provided. This training is sponsored by the Cornell Maple 

Program and the New York State Farm Viability Institute. 

  

Cornell Maple Camp to be held in Ithaca 

http://www.cornellmaple.info/


Milk Price Watch for Oneida County  
Thirteen months through June 2011 

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the 

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  When 

MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also shows the total 

price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or estimated payments.   

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix   

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).             

Your actual check will depend on these factors. 

We would like to Thank Mike Candella for 

raising  $350 for our 4-H program and Andy 

Mower for his $200 contribution to 4-H. 

Mike Candella  Andy Mower Performance PreMix 

http://www.fmmone.com/


Potential Risk Management Tools for Nursery and Greenhouse         

Management     by Lindsey M. Gerstenslager,  

Farm Business Management Educator of Cornell University 

Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County in collaboration with NYS 

Department of Agriculture and Markets, Crop Insurance Education 

Program and USDA Risk Management Agency 

Any time during the year is a good time to consider crop 

insurance for your nursery operation if you have never purchased it 

before.  Only a 30-day waiting period stands between having your 

inventory covered or not.   

The USDA Risk Management Agency’s Federal Crop Insurance 

program provides three ways to insure nursery and greenhouse 

crops: 1) Dollar Amount of Insurance insures the grower’s eligible 

container and/or in ground nursery plants.  Insurable nursery and 

greenhouse crops include annual plants, broadleaf evergreen trees 

and shrubs, coniferous evergreen trees and shrubs, deciduous 

shrubs, deciduous trees (shade & flower), fruit and nut trees, 

foliage, ground cover and vines, herbaceous perennials, palms and 

cycads, roses, small fruits and liners. 2) Adjusted Gross Revenue 

(AGR) is a whole farm revenue plan that guarantees a percentage of 

the farm’s revenue based on documentation of the business’ last five 

tax years (Schedule F), and 3).  Adjusted Gross Revenue-Lite (AGR-

Lite) is a revenue protection plan similar to AGR, but with a lower 

cap of revenue protection. Dollar Amount and AGR-Lite coverage is 

available in all New York counties, while AGR is limited to sixteen 

counties at this time. 

New York State ranks 12th in the United States in nursery 

and greenhouse production, including sod and floriculture, according 

to the United States Department of Agriculture, New York 

Agricultural Statistics Service 2007 Census.  Nurseries and 

greenhouses contribute $389,117,000 in gross sales in New York 

State. These high-dollar crops are at high risk with little coverage.  

In 2009, there were only 35 nursery and greenhouse policies 

providing $18,151,410 in liability insurance throughout NYS.  
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 The 2008 Farm Bill did away with ad hoc crop disaster payment 

programs.  Now, in order to be eligible for the new disaster program, 

called the Supplemental Revenue Assistance program (SURE), all crops 

need to be insured or covered by the Noninsured Disaster Assistance 

Program (NAP which may be purchased from your local Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) office.  In addition to the three types of crop insurance 

described above, Catastrophic crop insurance (CAT), which provides a 

guarantee of 27.5 percent of the insured Plant Inventory Value, makes 

a producer eligible for the SURE disaster program. 

For more information about these risk management tools, please 

contact a crop insurance agent or refer to the RMA website agent 

search tool at http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html. Also visit 

the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets Crop 

Insurance Educat i on  p rogram webs i te  a t  h t tp: //

www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/CropInsurance.html.  

Reporting a Crop Insurance Claim 

 The seeds are planted, the acreage report is completed, and the 

crops are growing. Your crop risk management plan is on track -- until 

inclement weather hits. Mother Nature changes every minute and even 

with the most up-to-date technology, it is still hard to predict her every 

move.  

Losing crops with a large input cost can leave farm accounts dev-

astated, but a risk management plan that includes a crop insurance pol-

icy can aid recovery. Crop insurance helps to minimize the risk of crop 

vulnerability, but is only effective if the claim of a covered loss is timely 

reported.  

Losses that are covered by crop insurance policies include: ad-

verse weather conditions, such as hail, rain, frost/freeze, extreme cold/

heat, drought, and wind; insect, plant disease and wildlife damage, as 

long as sufficient and appropriate control measures were taken; and 

other natural disasters such as fire, earthquake, volcanic eruption, and 

irrigation water supply failure, and downward price fluctuations if you 

have revenue crop insurance. 

Specific crop reporting requirements vary. It is important to refer 

to the crop policy and fact sheets for detailed information about claims 

reporting or contact a crop insurance agent. However, basic reporting 

requirements for a crop insurance claim include a few important steps. 

 

1. Notify the crop insurance agent or insurance company within 72 

hours of discovery of any damage to your crop, but not later than 15 

days after the end of the insurance period.  This includes replanting, 

or prevented planting, and notification must be given prior to action. 

(continued on the next page) 
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2. If crop damage is initially discovered during harvest, notify your 

agent immediately and leave representative samples of the 

unharvested crop at least 10 feet wide and extending the entire 

length of the field, pending further instruction from a crop 

insurance adjuster. 

3. Leave representative samples intact for each field of the damaged 

unit. 

4. If the policy has revenue coverage or a dollar policy, and revenue 

loss is expected on the unit, notice must be given no later than 45 

days after the harvest price is released. 

5. Notice must be given before harvesting for silage for any acreage 

that was insured as a grain crop.  If corn insured as silage has low 

grain content (less than 4.5 bushels per ton) an appraisal before 

harvesting may qualify for quality adjustment and a larger loss 

payment. 

6. Protect the crop from further damage by following good crop 

management practices. 

 

For more information about these risk management tools, 

please contact a crop insurance agent or refer to the RMA website 

agent search tool at http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html.  Also 

visit the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets Crop 

Insurance Education program website at http://

www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/CropInsurance.html.  

Farmers, do you need help?  Need to take a sick day?                                

Would you like to take a vacation or just a day (or a few days) 

away from the farm?  Farmsitters Chore Services is made up 

of former dairy farmers.  We will make sure your animals are well 

cared for by providing temporary services such as: milking,  

cleaning, feeding, etc.  Call Terrance (315) 397-2593                     

and leave a message.  References available. 

Looking to purchase a small farm with barn for growing 

crops.  Size around 10-50 acres vicinity of Oneida County.         

315-794-7437 



Summer Heat Stress Reminders: By Marylynn Collins 

 With the wet spring weather well behind us, Mother Nature 

has thrown us directly into the ―cooker‖ by serving up a stretch of 

summer weather we thought would never arrive.  It’s no doubt the 

recent stretch of good weather has been a welcomed sign for getting 

hay crops picked up.  However, with the repeated days of high temps 

and humidity comes the issue of heat stress on our animals.  

 Typically we focus heat abatement efforts on the milk cows in 

an effort to maintain production levels, but keep in mind that young 

calves, heifers and dry cows are also affected by heat stress.  The 

thermal neutral zone or range of temperatures where animals are 

most comfortable is, for mature cows: 40- 75 degrees F. and for 

young dairy calves is 50 – 85 degrees F.  Growing heifers fall 

somewhere in between these two zones. Researchers have learned 

that heifers will attempt to cool themselves by drinking more water.  

Reproductive performance can be affected by increased internal body 

temperatures which raise the animal’s urine temperature, possibly 

causing the reproductive issues.  This is not to say that limiting water 

during the summer heat is recommended for improving conception 

rates, but merely emphasizes the importance of recognizing and 

reducing the effects of heat stress on your animals.  Water quality 

and availability are always important, but placing extra effort on 

cleaning and maintaining water tubs and stock tanks can help 

improve water intake and ensure animals are staying properly 

hydrated. Check pasture water sources for blue –green algae blooms 

that can occur in stagnant water and at certain levels can be lethal to 

cattle. 

 Chances are a number of herds are already seeing the effects 

of our recent surge of summer heat and humidity as reflected by 

lower bulk tank readings and possibly lower reproductive parameters. 

Review  the following signs of heat stress on cows to help you assess 

the level of heat stress in your herd, keeping in mind that while the 

milking herd takes priority one, dry cows,  young calves and growing 

heifers also feel the effects of our summer heat. 

                                  Signs of Heat Stress 

Observe your cows breathing 

Respirations of 80+ breaths/min indicates heat stress 

Panting 

Rectal Temperatures exceeding 103 degrees F 

Decreased feed intake by 10% or more 

Decreased milk production by 10% or more 

Restlessness and increased time standing 

Excessive drooling or foaming  



Providing additional water sources, strategic placement of fans in 

barns and holding areas and eliminating air flow restrictions are just a 

few management actions to consider when looking to minimize heat 

stress.  You may also consider changes to the feeding routine by 

feeding during the cooler parts of the day and pushing feed up more 

frequently to encourage intake.  Enlist the help of your nutritionist and 

discuss the possibility of a summer feeding program.  Keep in mind 

that with decreased feed intake it’s not uncommon to see increased 

cases of rumen acidosis and potentially more laminitis in the herd.  If 

loose rumen buffer is offered in the free stall or barnyard be sure to 

monitor the supply regularly or consult your nutritionist to make sure 

the ration includes enough.  

The following are excerpts from an article written by Dr. Larry 

Chase from Cornell University that offers researched based 

information and reinforces the importance of managing for heat 

stress.   

     There are increasing concerns regarding the effects of heat stress 

on dairy cattle in the Northeast and Midwest areas of the U.S. One 

reason is the concern about climate change and global warming. Even 

though there is some debate on the magnitude of global warming, it is 

logical to assume that dairy cows will be exposed to more ―heat 

stress‖ days in the future. A second reason is the higher levels of milk 

production of our dairy cows and herds. A lot of the solid, basic 

research regarding the effects of heat stress on dairy cattle was done 

many years ago with lower producing cows. How does this older 

information apply to the cow of today? What recent research has been 

done to examine the effects of heat stress on higher producing dairy 

cattle? This will provide a quick overview of some the research results 

from recent research.  

1. The THI (Temperature Humidity Index) –  

THI has been used as an index of when dairy cattle experience heart 

stress. The current guidelines have used a THI value of 72 as an index 

of when cows begin to experience heat stress. Recent research 

conducted in Arizona has indicated that a THI index of 68 is more 

appropriate to use for cows producing more than 75-80 lbs. of milk per 

day (Zimbleman et al., 2009). Thus, our higher producing cows and 

herds experience more ―heat stress‖ days than previously thought.  

2. Genetics – 

There are indications that genetic selection can play a role in assisting 

to minimize the effects of heat stress on dairy cows. A review paper 

described some of the genes that are related to heat stress responses 

in dairy cattle (Collier et al., 2008). One genetic approach that has 

been used is crossbreeding using both Bos Taurus and Bos indicus cat-

tle. These animals do have improved resistance to thermal stress but 

also usually have lower milk production in the first generation than 

animals that are 100% Bos Taurus. A study evaluated the PTA  



(predicted transmitting ability) for Holstein cattle for milk production 

and heat tolerance (Bohmanova et al., 2005). The range in PTA for 

heat tolerance of the sires evaluated ranged from -1.05 to + 0.84 

lbs of milk per THI unit >72. The top 100 bulls with high tolerance to 

heat stress had daughters with higher pregnancy rates, longer 

productive life but lower milk production.  

One gene that is interesting regarding heat stress tolerance is the 

slick hair gene originally identified in Senepol cattle. This gene has 

been introduced into Holsteins through crossbreeding (Olson et al., 

2003). This gene has been mapped and is found on chromosome 20 

(Mariasegaram et al., 2007). Cows with this gene have improved 

heat tolerance which may be related to an increase in convective 

and conductive heat loss coupled with less absorption of solar 

radiation. This offers another management approach that may be 

helpful in minimizing the effects of heat stress on dairy cattle.  

3. Temperature, Humidity, Milk Production, Dry Matter Intake 

and Income Over Feed Cost –  

Simulation runs were done using the CNCPS 6.1 model to examine 

the relationships of temperature and humidity on DMI, milk 

production and income over feed cost. Humidity was similar in all 

runs at 68-71%. Rations were done for cows at both 65 and 85 lbs 

of milk per day. Current milk and feed prices for New York were 

used. The results are in Table 1. Note that even at a temperature of 

76 F that a reduction in DMI, milk and IOFC is predicted.  

Table 1. Effect of Temperature on DMI, Milk and Income over Feed Cost 

Current 

Tempera-

ture, F 

Previous 

Tempera-

ture, F 

Predicted 

DMI, lbs/day 

Predicted 

Milk, lbs/

day 

Income 

Over Feed 

Cost, $/cow/

day 

68 68 51.2 (45.4) 85 (65) 6.66 (4.90) 

76 70 50.5 (44) 82.5 (62.3) 6.33 (4.54) 

84 76 49.5 (43.9) 75 (50) 5.91 (4.12) 

Note: Values in parenthesis are cows producing 65 lbs of milk  

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 
PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 



Weather: For the week  ending on July 16th  

Running total of GDDs base 86/50 starting May 1st for corn 

development =  1261  for the week ending July 16th 2011, .  

Rainfall total for the month of April was 8.32‖, rainfall in May was  

6.14‖,, rainfall in June was 5.54‖  . We are now in a period of 18 days 

with less then 0.2 inches of rain. (as of 7-16-2011) .        

As you can see in the chart below this season’s  GDDs  from May 1st 

are comparing to years that have the greatest number of GDDs.  The 

larger increases are from late May to date which is helpful to those of 

us who were forced to plant crops late this year. 

Crop Shorts                                                                                         
By Jeff Miller 
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The lack of rainfall is starting to impact local  crops. Soybeans that 

are flowering seem to be the least tolerant of the current droughty 

conditions.  Pastures are probably the next most greatly affected 

crop. I travelled to Aurora this week and saw corn leaves rolled in the 

early afternoon. Dr Cox explained that drought during flowering can 

result in up to 15% loss in grain yields and if conditions continue 

through grain fill another 20% yield loss can occur. 

Cropping Activities:  Local dairy producers were finishing 

up their second cutting . Local wheat producers started their harvest. 

A few local  farmers reported 12-14% moisture levels  and moderate 

yields of grain with decent straw yields. No results back from DON 

tests at this point but mills are reporting clean wheat so far. Grazers 

are being forced to provide more supplements to their animals rations 

as grass pastures are dried up and not growing. Some of the hay 

seedings with triticale were chopped during this last week .  Snap 

bean harvest is starting with light yields in the early planting               

2.5 tons/ac. 

Crop Conditions: 

Hay   Many of the just harvested grass hay fields were at a 

standstill this week with the lack of moisture. Growers were busy 

finishing the harvest of their last remaining fields. Some alfalfa fields 

that were cut 10 days ago already have 5-8‖ of regrowth. Didn’t 

sweep for PLH this week in  alfalfa fields, will provide you an update 

next week. There is some discussion of N applications on grass fields 

at this time. N will only be taken up if plants have adequate moisture. 

If you have a need to boost yields of your grass fields and or increase 

protein levels in your grass forage then consider getting the N on the 

farm and apply it just before the next significant rain. 

Potato Leaf Hopper:  PLH populations can continue to build.  

Remember potato leaf hopper (PLH)  can be a significant pest of alfalfa 

dropping yields by 1/2 ton/ac and reducing protein content. In a time 

when dairy producers are trying to replace  expensive purchased feed 

supplements with high quality home grown forages it is imperative that 

farmers monitor for this pest. This pest whether in the nymph or adult 

stage damages your crop by sucking the juices from your leaves and 

leaving a toxin behind that closes off the  plumbing of your leaves. The 

damage looks like  a  ―v‖ shaped yellowing of the leaf tip called hopper 

burn (see picture  on next page).  This portion of the leaf is no longer 

productive  as part of the foliar factory that supplies energy to your 

plants reducing yield and possibly stand longevity, it also has  much 

lower quality at harvest.  



The photo below shows both the nymph and adult. Both are a lime 

green color about 1/16-1/8‖ in size. To scout for this pest you need to 

swing a 15‖ diameter net in a pendulum motion in front  of you 10 

times per location at a minimum of 3 locations. After sweeping 10 

times (one set) stop, shake the net down once and grab the net 

trapping all the insects in the bottom of the net. Then look at the net 

for both PLH nymphs and adults pulling more and more of the center of 

the net towards you showing a little more of the net at a time as you 

continue to count PLH. Mark the handle of the net with inch marks so 

you can use it to measure the height of the alfalfa in the field at each 

location. Compare your total count of PLH from 3 sites with the chart 

below.  If the height of your alfalfa is 8‖ on average go to the 

appropriate column in the chart. I had 8 PLH in 30 sweeps ( 3 sets of 

10 sweeps) this week in an alfalfa field that was 8‖ tall.  Look in the 

column with the header ―plants 8 to 10‖ tall: eight PLH is less then 19 

in the N column which stands 

for no management required. 

Had the number of PLH counted 

been 41 or more then action 

would be required. The 

preferred control is early, clean 

harvest if within 10 days of 

harvest. If you have to use an 

insecticide only Baythroid XL 

and Mustang are labeled in NY 

for mixed stands of grass and 

alfalfa. The rate of application 

for Baythroid is 1.6—1.9oz/ac 

and the pre-harvest interval is 7 

days, Mustang rate is 2.24 - 4.0 

oz/ac with a 3 day pre-harvest interval. Lorsban, Warrior and Pounce 

are also labeled for control of PLH in clear stands of alfalfa read the 

label for instructions. 
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If you want to view a short  youtube video on potato leaf 

hopper scouting you can go to this link: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfAlg_GB5P8 

Wheat Wheat harvest is well under way. Many growers have 

harvested fields with grain that was much drier then usual. We usually 

harvest wheat at 21 % moisture to avoid sprouting and have to dry the 

grain. This year most growers are harvesting at 12-14% moisture and 

just have the fans on in their bins.  The mills are reporting that what 

they have received to date  does not have DON. 

Soybeans  There is quite a difference in the stage of development 

of our local soybean crop due to wet spring conditions that prolonged 

planting. I was in fields that are at the first trifoliate stage as well as 

fields that are in first bloom. 



I found a few plants with aphids this week in fields scouted in Kirkland 

and Verona. Growers can identify if  populations of aphids have grown 

enough to warrant control through regular 

scouting. Scouting is conducted by counting 

aphids on 10-20 randomly selected plants in 

a field. If the per plant average is 250 

aphids /plant in soybeans that are first flower 

to mid pod-fill stage and the population of 

aphids  is increasing from the last count and 

there are inadequate numbers of beneficials 

including ladybird beetles, green lacewings 

and wasps then insecticide treatment is necessary.  Baythroid, 

Dimethoate, Warrior , Lorsban and Mustang are labeled for use 

against this pest.  

Some diseases can be seen in area fields including brown spot and 

frogeye leaf spot neither of which seem to significantly impact yield 

Pictures of both diseases are below.  

Frogeye leaf spot 

Brown spot 
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Saw this cupping of leaves in a 

soybean field this week along 

with yellow spots on leaves. 

No sign of soybean aphids but 

did find  

Potato leaf hopper which can 

cause these symptoms.  

 

 

 

 

 

The picture below left shows a PLH Nymph feeding on a leaf in this field.  

Another pest to be wary of during this hot 

dry weather is the two spotted spider mite 

especially where your soybean fields  butt 

up against grassy fields. They are jumping 

from the dried up grasses to the more 

succulent soybeans.  You will also see 

some webbing on the under side of the 

leaves. 

Pasture Cows have been out on 

pasture for  11-12 weeks. This weeks 

hotter, drier conditions have reduced 

grass regrowth. You can observe cows 

searching for any new regrowth  in  

continuously grazed pastures that are 

now full of over mature grasses and 

weeds. Time to review rations again!! 



Corn 

Local corn fields are tasseling  Early planted corn fields (1st 

week of May) are tasseling this week 7-18-2011. Drought and high 

temperatures can have a negative impact 

on grain production and yield. Continuous 

wilting of corn plants as exemplified by leaf 

rolling during the period 2 weeks before 

silk emergence can reduce yields  3-4% 

per day,  drought during pollen shed and 

pollination  can reduce yields 8%/day and  

6%/day in the two-week period following 

pollination. Temperatures 95F and above 

can dessicate both pollen grains and silks 

reducing pollination.   Today (7-21-2011) 

we are due for 95F and dry weather. 

Similar high temperatures and no rain 

forecast until this Sunday and possibly 

some rain by Monday. 

There isn't very much evidence of foliar 

diseases on corn leaves at this time when 

some folks in NY are considering fungicide 

applications. There would be little 

justification to apply foliar fungicides given the lack of disease in our 

local crop. In some parts of NY (Hudson valley) where they had huge 

problems with gray leaf spot last year, they have lesions present now 

and are considering fungicide applications. 

The leaf pictured on the left has two diseases: 

the small orange—brown lesions are gray leaf 

spot and the larger tan lesions are northern 

leaf blight.  We have found no incidence of 

either of these diseases in our area. 

Above is a picture of a pheromone trap I visit once a week to check for 

western bean cutworm. Thankfully haven't found any yet. Joe Lawrence, 

Lewis Co CCE has found 15 in his trap so far this season. 



Oats   There aren’t many fields 

of oats in the county this year. 

They are usually planted as a 

nurse crop for hay seedings and 

there weren't many hay 

seedings planted this year 

because of our wet April.  Local 

oat fields began to flower  (7-5-

11). This picture was taken 7-11

-11.  One field had  crown rust 

pictured on the right.  Crown 

rust that covers the flag leafs can cause significant yield loss and low 

test weights. Not very common to see.  

Buckthorn a common 

shrub/tree found in our 

hedge rows is an 

overwintering host for 

crown rust. The rust 

probably blew into this 

field from the infection 

on some buckthorn that 

was near the field and 

exploded under the cool 

wet conditions we had 

this spring. 

Snap beans The earliest plantings of snap beans are being harvested 

now.  A yield of 2.5 tons/ac was reported by one local producer who 

usually gets 3.5 tons/ac or 

more. Snap bean flowers 

can abort under high 

temperatures resulting in 

lower yields. We haven't 

seen much virus infection 

in snap beans so far this 

year. The two viruses that 

have infected our local 

snap bean crop in the past 

is presumed to be spread 

by soybean aphid. Our 

soybean aphid population 

has been very low so far 

this year. 



Soil Health:  I wasn't a big proponent of  soil health testing in the 

past  but am learning field by field, rotation by rotation how important 

soil health is to crop yield and quality. There are many farmers in our 

area who have been doing a great job at this for decades and it shows. 

The plants look very healthy and uniform in their fields. They have good 

yields year after year.  

 What does a plant need for optimal growth?  

Adequate nutrients 

Adequate water (quantity and distribution) 

Adequate light 

Adequate space 

A good environment 

Your crop’s root system takes in oxygen and gives off carbon dioxide. 

How healthy would you be if someone put a plastic bag over your head? 

You wouldn't be able to breath and you wouldn't be very healthy. Now 

think about all the things that are necessary for a root system to be  

able to breath. You have to maintain good soil structure with macro   

and micropores  that allow for the continuous flow of water and gases  

to and from your crops root system  to optimize plant health.   

Limit compaction  

reducing tillage 

reducing traffic  

reducing load weights/sq ft,  

reducing traffic at critical soil moisture levels  

plant cover crops that intercept rainfall.  

Increase organic matter through animal manure applications and 

cover crops.  

Increase biological life in  the soil  by adding organic matter, 

through crop rotation and reduced tillage and compaction.  
 

Pictured above is the tracks of a vehicle in an alfalfa field. It could be 

from a truck in tandem with a chopper that compacted the soil killing 

the alfalfa in the tracks or possibly from a manure spreader that  was 

in the field 5 or more days after regrowth  began that damaged the 

crowns of the alfalfa.  

What can you do to maintain 

soil structure? 



FARM WANTED 

If you are thinking about retiring or phasing out your dairy 

farm, a couple is looking to work on your farm and possibly 

transition the farm to ownership. If interested, contact Jamie 

at 315/335-3216 or jamie8262@hotmail.com  

mailto:jamie8262@hotmail.com


andy.dugan@blueseal.com 

Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 

Farm Loans       Crop Insurance 

Agribusiness Loans Credit Life Insurance 

Leasing       Payroll Services 

Appraisal Services  Business Planning  

Tax Services       Estate Planning 

Financial Records    Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

Mark Smith  

Full Time Forage Specialist 

Smith Ag Service   

PO Box 1018 

Morrisville NY 13408      

315-684-7737 

315-447-7579 Mobile 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower                      

Owner/President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry              

for 27 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

Hoof Trimming 
Professional Gentle   

Hoof Care 

Nathaniel Weber   
523-0950 
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