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Farm Fest “2011” was a huge success  

that would have been impossible without the support 
of our local farmers, agribusinesses,  

sponsors and volunteers. 
850 elementary students spent the day learning 

about Agriculture and over 4000 people came to the 

farm in the evening  
  

  Thank you for your support 
(for a list of our sponsors please see page 3) 

 



…and a special thank you to DiNitto Farms, our host for 2011, 

Along with the Farm Fest Committee and over 100 Volunteers  

for making Farm Fest 2011 a huge success! 
 

Farm Fest continues to receive donations from the farm and                   

agribusiness community and our list of supporters continues to grow. 

 

Farm Fest 2012 will be held at the vanLieshout Farm in Verona               

The vanLieshout Farm has been a Dairy of Distinction                                 

for over 25 years. 

 

If you would like to contribute to Farm Fest 2012,                       

please contact Terri DiNitto at (315) 768-3120. 
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FSA Accepting Emergency Loan Applications 

“Group Housed Wet Calves” Symposium Planned 

A one-day symposium to be held in the Syracuse area is being 

planned for late Fall 2011. Target audience is Dairy Producers and 

Industry Support Specialists. The program will be aimed at those 

experienced with these calf housing schemes as well as those hungry 

to learn more about the concept and practices. A follow-up to this 

article featuring farms pioneering these systems will arrive mid-

Summer. Look for more details on the symposium accompanying that 

article. If this is something that interests you, please mention it to 

your local Cornell Cooperative Extension Dairy Educator. 

Upcoming  Events

Effective Feb 22, 2011 due to damages and losses caused by the  

combined effects of blizzard, excessive snow, and freeze which       

occurred Dec 28, 2010 through Feb 10, 2010                                      

Application Deadline is Oct 22, 2011. 

 

Effective March 24, 2011 due to damages and losses caused by              

excessive snow which occurred March 7 & 8, 2011.                                      

Application Deadline is November 24, 2011. 

 

For more information please call 736-3316 ext 2 

The Game of Logging workshops offered through Cornell   

Extension are highly recommended for ANYONE who owns a 

chainsaw and wants to maintain their woodlot.  

 
Cornell University ś Arnot Forest, 611 County Road 13, VanEtten, NY. 
607-589-6095 

 

The new summer schedule has been announced.   

Arnot Dates include: 

Saturday July 9, Level I 

Sunday July 10, Level II 

Saturday July 16, Level III 

Please visit their website for PRE-registration form and additional           

information 

 

http://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/forestconnect/GOL%

20announcement.pdf 



COUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS OPEN JUNE 15 
 

        Marcy, May 26, 2011-- Farmers, ranchers and other 

agricultural producers have until Aug. 1, to nominate eligible 

candidates to serve on local Farm Service Agency county 

committees, announced Donna Purdy, CED,  of the USDA’s Farm 

Service Agency (FSA).   

 ―County committees play a vital role in the administration of 

federal farm programs and the positive effect they have on rural 

communities,‖ said Purdy.  

 This year’s county committee elections are for LAA #2 which 

includes Florence, Camden, Vienna, Annsville, Lee, Rome, Western, 

Ava, Boonville, Steuben, Remsen, and Forestport.  

 FSA county committees make decisions on commodity price 

support loans, conservation programs, disaster programs, employing 

county executive directors and other significant agricultural issues. 

 To hold office as a county committee member, a person must 

participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA, be 

eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the local 

administrative area (LAA) in which the person is a candidate. A 

complete list of eligibility requirements is posted online at: http://

www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa_ccelections_2011.pdf . 

 Individuals may nominate themselves or others as 

candidates. Additionally, organizations representing minorities and 

women may nominate candidates. All nominees must sign 

nomination form FSA-669A, which includes a statement that the 

nominee agrees to serve if elected. Form FSA-669A is available at 

USDA Service Centers and online at: 

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/

eFormsAdmin/FSA0669A 110331V01.pdf 

All nomination forms for the 2011 election must be 

postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of 

business on Aug. 1, 2011. 

 The county committee nomination period begins June 15. 

Voting takes place in the fall.  Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters 

by Nov. 4. The final day to return voted ballots to the local USDA 

Service Center is Dec. 5. Newly elected county committee members 

take office Jan. 2, 2012. 

 For more information about FSA county committees, visit a 

local USDA Service Center or online at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce .  

 

Save the date: Saturday October 29th, 2011                                

Cornell Sheep and Goat Symposium .  Look for further details in 

September’s Livestock issue of Farm Flash. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa_ccelections_2011.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa_ccelections_2011.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/FSA0669A%20110331V01.pdf
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/FSA0669A%20110331V01.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce


How to Manage Before a Crisis 
By Bonnie Collins 
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How do we learn to be proactive in our families, in our business 

and in ourselves? The answer should be different for everyone.  But 

are there not some tools we could learn to use to become proactive, 

so that we are not always putting out fires, or in some instances 

starting ones?  

We have all been told plan, set goals, but how do we do that? We 

have all heard if you don’t plan, nothing will happen, but the reality is 

things will happen, perhaps not the way you wanted, but things will 

happen. 

To be proactive as a manager you need to find the time to 

think about what needs your attention, let others involved know your 

thoughts and then write it down.  

 

Finding the time 

Jim Croce wrote in a song ―If I Could Save Time in a Bottle‖ he 

was thinking about what he would do with it, but there never seemed 

to be enough time.  Time, we can find it, save it, lose it, use it, invest 

it, or waste it, it seem as though it will never end. Think about it. It’s 

probably well worth our time to spend it wisely, knowing that once 

time is spent we can never get it back. Unfortunately, the demands 

posed by daily duties continue to absorb a bulk of our energy, though, 

and attention. The vital concern of how to carve out time to plan will 

only happen when it is considered important.  Tip #1 to getting the 

time, is to choose a time during each day to do this. Get away from 

the daily routine, bring paper to take capture thoughts, dreams and 

things you would like to be accomplished. 

 

Think it through 

As an owner you are better able to move forward when you 

have a clear vision for the future. Visions are ideals.  Picture what you 

will do next. Leaders think about what they will be doing after the 

longest project is completed.  It is your job to think about the next 

project, and the one after that, and the one after that.  

Here are some questions you can ask to clarify that vision: How would 

I like to change the world for my farm and myself? How do I want to 

be remembered? What’s my dream about my work? What work do I 

fine enthralling? What will happen in 10 years if I remain enthralled? 

What is my personal agenda? What does my ideal farm look like? 

 



As a manager, do you have a clear picture of the work that 

needs to be done to reach the owners envisioned future?  One way 

you can craft a vision that the group can call their own is by 

listening. Deeply listening to the people directly involved in the 

vision. Spend time with the people out in the field or in the barn, it 

means being delicately aware of the attitudes and feelings of others 

involved.  

Research shows that manager/owners who lead with a 

proactive approach fare better than reactive folks.  They view 

failures as important to future successes and changes as challenges.  

Proactive managers strive to problem solve before there is a 

problem. You may have to refine along the way, but those 

refinements go quickly, are organized and possibly planned for in 

advance.  Plus, proactive managers are less stressed.  

 

Discussion with family, partners and lenders 

Managers/Owners who rely on the skills of those closest to 

the work that needs to be done and who are active listeners are 

more likely to have a buy into the vision, because they helped 

develop and initiate the goals set.  Plus, social support enhances 

productivity, psychological well-being, and even physical health.  

Write it down 

Writing a plan or goals down has a power of its own. It offers 

the power of commitment to believe in what has been stated. 

Manager/Owners know how to breakdown big problems into small 

doable actions. Remember how do you eat an elephant? Answer, one 

piece at a time.  

Just image the possibilities when you take the time to find a 

common purpose, determine what you want to do, picture what you 

will do next, survey those involved with your aspirations and take 

action.  

For Sale:  2400 lb Paul Portable Livestock Scales with                          

electronic display. Moderate condition.  Sealed bids will be accepted 

through July 22, 2011.  For questions and/or a copy of the Sealed 

Bid Form, please go to www.cnyrcd.org  or e-mail 

rcdstaff@cnyrcd.org.  Please mail Sealed Bid Form to                                                                        

CNY RC&D, 99 N. Broad Street Norwich, NY  13815                            

The minimum bid is $1,500.  

They may be seen at 99 N. Broad Street, Norwich, NY Parking lot. 

http://www.cnyrcd.org/
mailto:rcdstaff@cnyrcd.org


CCE of Oneida County  Farm Flash                  Page 8 

Clara and Eric Helleskov of Hilltop Farm in Clayville were 

recently recognized with a Dairy of Distinction Sign from the 

Northeast Dairy Farm Beautification Program in recognition for 

maintaining a well-kept farmstead.  This organic dairy located in the 

Southern portion of the county joins the prestigious list of over 30 

Oneida County dairy farms and 1,500 farms throughout the 

Northeast that convey the message to consumers that attractive, 

well maintained dairy businesses contribute to the positive image of 

quality dairy products and local agriculture.   

Originally from Rensselaer County in Eastern NY, the 

Helleskovs relocated from their conventional dairy operation to their 

current location in 2005 with the intentions of exploring the organic 

milk market.  As luck would have it, they were able to purchase farm 

land that had been left fallow for nearly five years, allowing them to 

easily transition into the certified organic market.  Slightly more time 

consuming was the transition process for the milking herd of 43 

Milking Shorthorn, Holstein, and Jersey crosses.  Despite the 

challenges associated with preparing to farm organically, the 

Helleskov were able to achieve certification much sooner than the 

typical transition period of 3 or more years.                                 

 Eric and Clara have put a significant amount of time and 

effort into properly amending their soils in order to achieve optimal 

nutrition for this intensive grazing herd.  All forages are home grown 

and consist of approximately 55 acres of hay crop silage and 

baleage, as well as dry hay.  An additional 10 acres is used to grow 

corn for corn silage.  While limitations in land availability prevent the 

couple from growing their own grains, a minimal amount of 

purchased organic grain is fed to the milking herd as well as the 43 

head of replacements.  This dedicated farming couple tackles the 

daily grind single handedly with no hired labor and pride’s 

themselves on the meticulous attention paid to milk quality and 

maintaining low somatic cell counts (SCC).  Eric attributes the farm’s 

ability to achieve repeated milk quality and SCC awards to routinely 

maintaining, servicing and cleaning the milking equipment, while 

placing emphasis on cow comfort and cleanliness.  Clara has a 

personal interest in all natural or homeopathic medicine that plays 

an important role in managing the herd health and fresh cow 

concerns that she is responsible for.  Congratulations to Hilltop 

Farm!   

Local Organic Dairy Receives                                     

Dairy of Distinction Award 



Milk Price Watch for Oneida County  
Thirteen months through May 2011 

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the 

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  When 

MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also shows the 

total price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or estimated 

payments.   

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix 

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).  Your 

actual check will depend on these factors. 

Hoof Trimming 
Professional Gentle  Hoof Care 

Nathaniel Weber  523-0950 

Looking to purchase a small farm with barn for growing 

crops.  Size around 10-50 acres vicinity of Oneida County.         

315-794-7437 

http://www.fmmone.com/
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Food Grown Locally

Farmer used sustainable methods

Food is inexpensive

Certified organic

2011 State of Upstate New York 

Cornell’s Community and Regional Development Institute (CARDI) 

recently held a conference on the ―2011 State of Upstate New York‖, 

and released the results of the Institute’s research entitled ―Upstate 

New York in Profile: Trends, Projections and Community & Economic 

Development Issues‖.   A link to the full report is at 

www.cceoneida.com (or contact Jim Manning 736-3394 x129).  

Following is an excerpt from the chapter on ―Agriculture & Food 

Systems‖, discussing the results of a public opinion survey 

undertaken as part of the project: 

  

Q: Which of the following is most important to you in 

choosing the food you eat?  

For 42 percent of survey respondents, it was most important that 

their food was grown locally (Figure 3H.12). For more than a third 

(36%) it was important that the farmer used sustainable practices to 

grow the food (for six percent it was most important that their food 

be certified organic), and for sixteen percent cost was the most 

important factor.  

Traditional federal policies such as funding for agricultural research, 

income support to farmers for commodity production, and social safety 

net programs like SNAP that help low-income consumers purchase 

food, have promoted low-cost food products. In contrast, new policies 

at the federal, state and local level are increasingly focused on 

supporting food production for local markets. These policies 

include regulations that support farm-to-school initiatives (programs 

that help bring locally grown foods into school cafeterias), the creation 

of local food policy councils, and the development of farmers’ markets. 

Local and regional food issues could also be made more prominent in 

federal legislation like the Farm Bill by including better rules and 

funding for regional food infrastructure or ensuring some 

level of local food procurement by government entities. 

Source: 2011 SOUS Survey 

http://www.cceoneida.com


Farmers, do you need help?  Need to take a sick day?                                

Would you like to take a vacation or just a day (or a few days) 

away from the farm?  Farmsitters Chore Services is made up 

of former dairy farmers.  We will make sure your animals are well 

cared for by providing temporary services such as: milking,  

cleaning, feeding, etc.  Call Terrance (315) 397-2593                     

and leave a message.  References available. 

FARM WANTED 

If you are thinking about retiring or phasing out your dairy 

farm, a couple is looking to work on your farm and possibly 

transition the farm to ownership. If interested, contact Jamie 

at 315/335-3216 or jamie8262@hotmail.com  

To gauge relative levels of support for policies aimed at agriculture, 

we asked our survey respondents the following question: 

Q: Which one of the following agriculturally-related govern-

ment policies do you feel is more important: 

Figure 3H.14: Which agriculturally-related government policy is more 

important? 

Overwhelmingly, upstate New Yorkers support agricultural policies 

which ensure regional or local food production and supply (81 percent) 

over those that ensure the lowest cost food (Figure 3H.14). This          

sentiment did not vary significantly by county type (not shown). 

Policies ensuring local 
food production

Policies ensuring 
inexpensive food

Source: 2011 SOUS Survey 

mailto:jamie8262@hotmail.com
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GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 
PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 
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Weather: For the week  ending on June 18th  
Running total of GDDs base 86/50 starting May 1st for corn development 

=  705  for the week ending June 18th, We are actually 123 GDDs 

above the average of GDDs from CCEs 16yrs of gathering weather infor-

mation and 34 GDDs above the average for the past 4 years.  

Rainfall total for the month of April was 8.32‖, rainfall in May was  

6.14‖ . June has been our driest month to June 18th with  1.62‖ of rain.        
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Oneida County Scouting Report 

June 22nd, 2011 

Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 



Cropping activities:  The biggest 

difference between this year and  our 

most recent cropping seasons is the 

rainfall quantities and distribution. We 

had record rainfall in April which 

prevented timely field preparation.  There 

was a dry period the second week of May 

that offered some opportunity for field 

preparation and planting  (mainly on well 

drained fields) and then we had multiple 

days of rain to the end of the month.  

Many of our local dairy producers focused 

on hay harvest the first week of June as 

they should.  Then everyone was playing 

catch up trying to prepare and plant corn 

and soybeans.   

So many corn fields were planted much 

later then normal and missed a bunch of  

growing degree days from the month of 

May.  

Many growers had to swap out seed to get 

earlier maturity seed to plant. Some 

growers planted BMR sorghum-sudan as 

an emergency forage crop. Some local 

growers are going to plant summer 

seedings in fields that have not been 

planted to date. Some grain producers are 

going to plant wheat on ground that has not been planted. 

New seeding 

Regrowth from 1st cut 

Grass field waiting  

to be harvested 

Crop Conditions: 

Hay   Very few new seedings were planted this spring because of the 

wet spring. More local growers are practicing ―hay in a day‖ techniques 

to make the best of the small windows we had for hay crop silage 

harvest for first cut. Many of our alfalfa grass fields were harvested 

timely and have good regrowth (8‖ or more) at this time (June 20th).  

There are still a few grass fields that haven't been harvested yet that 

may be harvested as baled hay for horses, dry cows or heifers.  Some 

growers write down what hay fields were mowed right on their calendar. 

This is a great practice that can help producers identify approximately 

when the next harvest can be made off those fields 28-30 days for grass 

and 35-42 days for alfalfa.  



Potato Leaf Hopper:  Remember 

potato leaf hopper (PLH)  can be a 

significant pest of alfalfa dropping 

yields by 1/2 ton/ac and reducing 

protein content. In a time when 

dairy producers are trying to 

replace  expensive purchased feed 

supplements with high quality 

home grown forages it is 

imperative that farmers monitor 

for this pest. This pest whether in 

the nymph or adult stage damages 

your crop by sucking the juices from your leaves and leaving a toxin 

behind that closes off the  plumbing of your leaves. The damage looks 

like  a  ―v‖ shaped yellowing of the leaf tip called hopper burn (see 

picture below).  This portion of the leaf is no longer productive  as part 

of the foliar factory that supplies energy to your plants reducing yield 

and possibly stand longevity, it also has  much lower quality at harvest. 

The photo below shows both the nymph and adult. Both are a lime 

green color about 1/16-1/8‖ in size. To scout for this pest you need to 

swing a 15‖ diameter net in a pendulum motion in front  of you 10 times 

per location at a minimum of 3 locations. After sweeping 10 times (one 

set) stop, shake the net down once and grab the net trapping all the 

insects in the bottom of the net. Then look at the net for both PLH 

nymphs and adults pulling more and more of the center of the net 

towards you showing a little more of the net at a time as you continue 

to count PLH. Mark the handle of the net with inch marks so you can use 

it to measure the height of the alfalfa in the field at each location. 

Compare your total count of PLH from 3 sites with the chart below.  If 

the height of your alfalfa is 8‖ on average go to the appropriate column 

in the chart. I had 8 PLH in 30 sweeps ( 3 sets of 10 sweeps) this week 

in an alfalfa field that was 8‖ tall.  Look in the column with the header 

―plants 8 to 10‖ tall: eight PLH is less then 19 in the N column which 

stands for no management required. Had the number of PLH counted 

been 41 or more then action would be required. The preferred control is 

early, clean harvest if within 10 days of harvest. If you have to use an 

insecticide only Baythroid XL and 

Mustang are labeled in NY for mixed 

stands of grass and alfalfa. The rate of 

application for Baythroid is 1.6—1.9oz/

ac and the pre-harvest interval is 7 

days, Mustang rate is 2.24 - 4.0 oz/ac 

with a 3 day pre-harvest interval. 

Lorsban, Warrior and Pounce are also 

labeled for control of PLH in clear 

stands of alfalfa read the label for 

instructions. 



Wheat The local wheat crop is  

about 3 ft  tall. Most fields are in 

the milk stage now (6-20-2011). 

We didn’t have a great deal of 

rain over the past two weeks so 

that may help reduce the 

potential for  Fusarium head 

blight (FHB) that is associated 

with toxins in the wheat heads. 

It’s too late to apply a fungicide 

even if you could get it. It is 

important at this stage when most 

heads are green, to look for those solitary heads that are white 

indicating fusarium head blight, like the picture to the right .This will 

give you an idea  if you will have toxins in your wheat and whether 

there will be a need to do further testing  near harvest time. Another 

common disease in local fields is stagonospora nodorum  which is in 

the picture on the next page. You will note that many of the upper 

leaves in this picture are infected. The upper leaf  (the flag leaf) does 

most of the work trapping sunlight energy and filling the seed heads. 

When this leaf is severely infected yields are reduced. 

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&pwst=1&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ADRA_en&sa=X&ei=nXoDTr2tJs2btwfrsJ36DQ&ved=0CB8QvwUoAQ&q=stagonospora+nodorum&spell=1


Soybeans  Many more acres 

of soybeans have been 

planted this past week as we 

approach the end of planting 

season for that crop.  There is 

some evidence of alternating 

high and low soybean aphid 

populations in odd and even 

years respectively. We are in 

2011 an odd year so growers 

are warned to scout for 

soybean aphids.  Soybean aphids are yellow and 1/16‖ long as adults.  

Winged soybean aphids fly from alternate host plants like buckthorn to 

soybean fields. Soybean aphids have an amazing ability to increase their 

population giving birth to 3 live young per day. Newly emerged aphids 

mature in 5-7 days and begin to reproduce doubling populations in 2-5 

days.  

Growers can identify if  populations of aphids have grown enough to 

warrant control through regular scouting. Scouting is conducted by 

counting aphids on 10-20 randomly selected plants in a field. If the per 

plant average is 250 aphids  in soybeans that are first flower to mid pod

-fill stage and the population of aphids  is increasing from the last count 

and there are inadequate numbers of beneficials including ladybird 

beetles, green lacewings and wasps then insecticide treatment is 

necessary.  Baythroid, Dimethoate, Warrior , Lorsban and Mustang are 

labeled for use against this pest.  

 This season growers shifted from longer maturity groups like 

2.3s down as low as 1.4s in some parts of the county  (6-16-11) in 

response to significant delays in planting.  There is less penalty in yield 

loss from delayed planting of soybeans versus corn.  The most mature 

plantings in our area are at 2nd trifoliate stage right now   (6-20-2011). 



A minor pest of soybeans, green cloverworm has been found in our 

area. This pest is green with white stripes as shown in the picture on 

the left. The damage appears as holes in the foliage. Cloverworm 

usually causes minor damage from limited foliar feeding.  

Grasshoppers also cause mechanical damage to leaves as they feed on 

them. They tend to start on the outside perimeter of the leaf. 

Grasshopper damage is usually found near grassy areas. 

Pasture Cows have been out on 

pasture for  7-8 weeks. Grass growth 

usually slows this time of year as 

shallow rooted grasses run low on 

water and cool season grasses  slow 

down in the heat. There is a shift in the 

pasture growth favoring deeper rooted 

grasses like reed canary and legumes 

like red clover. Grazers start to check 

pastures more closely this time of year 

accessing more area to meet the need of their animals. This is another 

appropriate time to take a sample from the pasture mimicking what 

your stock are consuming paying attention to both the species and the 

grazing heights. Changes may need to be made both in protein and 

energy supplements  to optimize economic milk production. 

Corn 

The May 7th planted corn in Franklin 

Springs is now at the v7stage, 24‖ tall to 

the top of the whorl. A similar field had 

lower leaves that were firing on the leaf 

margins as shown in the picture on the 

right. This is a sign of potassium deficiency. 

Potassium can be taken from the lower 

(older) leaves and moved to the newly 

forming leaves hence why the lower leaves are affected first. 

Potassium needs of corn  parallel the growth of the plant, as the plant 

gets bigger so to does the need for potassium. You can spin the 

potassium on fields that are showing this symptom. 50 lbs of a potash 

fertilizer 0-0-60 should be enough to overcome the problem.  



Some growers have experienced bird damage in corn this season. Birds 

focus on young seedlings because they can  pull them out of the ground 

with the seed attached. They eat the seed and leave the plant . Birds 

tend to work  a field from roosting areas so there tends to be more 

damage near hedge rows. Some growers have had significant enough 

damage that they have invested 

some money in to some control 

methods like  propane cannons,  

bird call boxes, and owl eyes. Each 

of these products do provide a level 

of repellence but most sweet corn 

growers have been forced to use all 

of them  switching from one to the 

other before the birds get used to 

them. If you have  fields of corn 

that are in the early seedling  

development stage  that  have hedge rows near them, take some time 

to see if birds are damaging them. With seed costs as high as they are  

preventing the damage is probably less expensive then replanting. Corn 

fields only have to be protected from birds in the early stages from 

emergence to 5th leaf stage. 
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There is a little risk when applying  a salt like KCL (potash) or  N fertilizer 

over the top of corn because there probably will be some burning of the 

plants ( picture on left). This is a temporary effect and the plants grow 

out of the injury.  A number of fields look like the one  on the left at VE 

emergence.  These plants will catch up a bit with the warmth  of our 

summer days. Pictured on the right is cutworm damage. A few farms 

have experienced cutworm injury this spring. This damage was 

associated with fields that were a little dirtier (weedy) then they usually 

would be due to 

the wet weather.  

Cutworms are 

active during the 

night time 

avoiding the heat 

of the day. Scout 

at dusk or dawn. 

Look for cut 

plants. When you 

find a cut plant look at the next plant in the row. 

If several plants are cut and the cutworms you find are small 1/2– 1 inch 

then treat the area around the damaged corn  20’ on either side with 

lorsban or pounce.  Don't spray if the cutworms are 1.5 ―.  



Another field I visited this week had this purple appearance. This is a 

sign of phosphorus (P) deficiency.  If uncorrected this field will be se-

verely stunted in height with poor ear production. If these symptoms 

are seen in the early spring when soil temperatures are low and you 

have a soil test that shows moderate or better levels of P then I 

wouldn't be concerned. Why is that? P is a very immobile nutrient in 

the soil. It is taken up by root contact. How big are seedling roots? 

Very small. When soil temperatures are low the bugs in the soil  are 

not operating at optimal levels Some 

of these microbes help release P in a 

form that is available for plant up-

take . Current soil temperatures are 

well beyond a stage that would be 

restricting soil microbes.  If you see 

these symptoms in your field take 

action….apply  MAP at  70 lbs /ac as 

soon as possible. 

Depending on when your corn was planted and N rates at planting you 

may be approaching a time when side dress N is needed. Some of the 

corn fields I have visited have been  yellowish since germination and 

could really use some N. If you cant side dress N before a rain storm 

consider using a  ureases inhibitor like agrotain or superU. 

 

You may be in the process of applying herbicides in your corn fields 

right now. If you have RR corn and  conservation planted corn (weedy 

fields) then you probably should consider adding a half rate of a 

residual  program with your glyphosate so whether that’s  dual + 

atrazine, outlook + atrazine, lumax or any other standard preemergnce 

program adding a half rate 

of that program to that 

early application of 

glyphosate can yield season 

long control of weeds. 

Halex is a premix of dual, 

callisto and  glyphosate that 

may be cheaper then 

buying and mixing lumax 

with glyphosate depending 

on the quantities that you 

need ie farm pack or jugs. 

This  is a picture of a field treated with a half rate of 

lumax and glyphosate with a couple oz of banvel 

Snap beans have been planted and have emerged as of this week. 



andy.dugan@blueseal.com 

Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 

Farm Loans       Crop Insurance 

Agribusiness Loans Credit Life Insurance 

Leasing       Payroll Services 

Appraisal Services  Business Planning  

Tax Services       Estate Planning 

Financial Records    Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

Mark Smith  

Full Time Forage Specialist 

Smith Ag Service   

PO Box 1018 

Morrisville NY 13408      

315-684-7737 

315-447-7579 Mobile 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower                      

Owner/President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry              

for 27 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 
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