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June is Dairy Month                                                                      
New York’s dairy industry is the foundation of the state’s agriculture 

industry, supporting the infrastructure necessary for farmers in all 

sectors, whether they produce fruits and vegetables or meat and 

poultry. Every job on a dairy farm creates another 1.24 jobs in the 

community and almost two dollars enter into the economy for every 

dollar generated by the sale of milk. Dairy processing creates nearly 

five jobs for every job in the plant and generates another $1.26 for 

every dollar of product sold. According to a 2002 study, each dairy 

cow has an economic impact of $13,737, meaning that two cows 

have the economic impact of creating a $27,500 job.  
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Upcoming  Events



                                                

Central New York’s Newest Fiber Festival 
    

CNY Fiber Artists and Producers, an organization for people who raise 

fiber-producing animals and people who knit, crochet, spin, weave, 

and felt, is preparing to introduce a new festival to the Central New 

York area.    Their first Annual Showcase – from Animals to Art 

will be held at Butternut Hill Campground on Route 20 in 

Bouckville, on June 11th and 12th from 10:00 am to 5:00pm. 

Admission: $4 adults, children under 12, free.  Anyone who enjoys 

animals, appreciates historical crafts, admires artistic expression, is 

interested in learning new skills, or is seeking an interesting and 

enjoyable day in the country for the family, should make plans to 

come.  Demonstrations and hands on activities for both youth and 

adults will be available. For further details and information on classes 

being offered visit The CNY Fiber Artists & Producers’ website at 

www.cnyfiber.org. .  Anyone who wishes to learn more about the 

event may contact the group through 

Pamela.Haendle@bnymellon.com. 

SCC Regulation Update                                                                                         

Shortly after last month’s edition of Farm Flash went to press the 

National Conference on Interstate Milk Shipments concluded their 

conference in Maryland.  Voting delegates narrowly defeated a 

proposal to lower the national standard for somatic cell counts to 

400,000 cells/ml (26-25 vote).   The decision to maintain the 

current standard of 750,000 cells/ml has spurred a bit of debate 

among individuals in the dairy industry.  Those opposed to this 

decision are concerned that by not approving a new standard the 

opportunities in the export market may be compromised.  U.S. milk 

exports gained momentum in 2010 and could potentially be an 

outlet for surplus milk.  While the current limit poses no human 

health issues, it is concerning that an opportunity to improve quality 

parameters is being neglected.  That’s not to say that dairy 

producers are not concerned with milk quality issues.  I feel it is 

worth repeating that NY state herds on DHI test averaged 216,000 

cells/ml scc, well below the defeated proposed level, further 

indicating the commitment to producing a quality product and 

improving overall herd health.  The proposed change in somatic cell 

count limit may be a dead issue for now, but the word on the street 

is that legislation to officially change the standard has been 

introduced into Congress.   

http://www.cnyfiber.org
mailto:Pamela.Haendle@bnymellon.com


NYCAM On-Farm Safety Survey, Free of Charge  

Available to any agricultural operation 

 

Dairy    

Livestock   

Equine   

Greenhouse 

Orchards 

Vegetable 

Crops 

Safety surveys look at potential hazards around the farmstead, tractors 

and machinery. They also evaluate use of personal protective           

equipment.  

Survey takes about 1-1/2 hours and is geared to the farm owner or 

manager, but can include others. A checklist is used and a copy will be 

provided to you after the survey. 

Each farm that completes an on-farm safety survey receives a               

certificate of completion.  

 

Benefits: 

Creates a safer work environment by identifying hazards 

Assists farm owners in setting safety goals 

Provides a resource manual, certificate and SMV emblem upon            

completion 

Demonstrates commitment to a safe • workplace 

To schedule a farm safety survey, contact Jim Carrabba, Agricultural 

Safety Specialist at (800) 343-7527 extension 239. 

―Group Housed Wet Calves‖ Symposium Planned 

A one-day symposium to be held in the Syracuse area is being 

planned for late Fall 2011. Target audience is Dairy Producers and 

Industry Support Specialists. The program will be aimed at those 

experienced with these calf housing schemes as well as those hungry 

to learn more about the concept and practices. A follow-up to this 

article featuring farms pioneering these systems will arrive mid-

Summer. Look for more details on the symposium accompanying that 

article. If this is something that interests you, please mention it to 

your local Cornell Cooperative Extension Dairy Educator. 



Women in Farming, Serving Their Community                    
by Bonnie Collins 

 Did you ever wonder how you might make an offering of 

livestock or provide a service to those less fortunate than you?  

Have you ever considered the Utica Rescue Mission in Utica, NY or 

the Food Bank of Central New York? 

 Many of the women, predominately dairy producers, from 

the Women in Farming discussion group in Oneida County, have 

done just that, by donating several animals to these food banks.  

However, they wanted to know more about how the products 

were being utilized and what services were being offered by the 

Utica Rescue Mission. A group of these women, on the ―sunny‖ 

morning of May 19th, were given the opportunity to prepare and 

serve lunch to those currently participating in programs at the 

Utica Rescue Mission.  

 After prepping, serving and cleaning up the women were 

given a tour of the Utica campus and introduced to the numerous 

programs available to those in need in our community.  Besides 

serving meals to their residents, the Utica Rescue Mission offers 

many other services such as; free clothing, bill paying/case 

management, a learning center and a homeless shelter.  

 I know my small offering of time provided a larger glimpse 

into what it feels like to server others in need. I personally want 

to thank Sheryl Taylor, Barbara Taylor, Lisa Frost, and Wanda 

Paddock for their participation.  

 The Women in Farming will be again serving at the Utica 

Rescue Mission on Saturday, October 29th, from 11 am -1 pm.  If 

you would like to join us or are interested in learning more about 

the discussion group, please visit our booth at Farm Fest on June 

3rd, location will be DiNitto Farm, Benton Road, Marcy, New York 

or contract Bonnie Collins at 315/736-3394 x 104 or 

bsc33@cornell.edu. 

Save the date: Saturday October 29th, 2011                              

Cornell Sheep and Goat Symposium . Look for further details in 

September’s Livestock issue of Farm Flash. 
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Free to good home (country preferred) 3 1/2 yr  old altered male 

Akita Chow Mix adults only and no other pets call 334-1167 

until June 1st then 736-8211 ext 3403 Sandy Kraeger 

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu


 Anyone who raises truly 

top-quality calves knows that the 

commitment of time is equal to 

the time necessary to maintain a 

healthy herd of cows. Have you 

ever jealously eyed a group of 

beef calves, out in the elements 

growing like weeds with virtually 

no veterinary expenses and 

minimal labor costs? Why is it such a challenge to raise dairy calves? 

After all, aside from some metabolic and dispositional proclivities, they 

are of the same species. A huge part of the answer lies in the fact that 

the beef calves have continual access to milk, as well as unlimited 

access to their herdmates, and therefore are under much less stress. 

Furthermore, they aren’t forced to consume a diet that they aren’t 

developed enough to utilize.  

All other groups of animals on a dairy are managed under this mantra. 

Wet calves, on the other hand are slug fed twice, or three times per 

day and kept isolated in hutches or pens. It’s a perpetual cycle of 

stress that facilitates the need to keep them isolated for their own 

safety in the first place. Complimenting this contrarian feeding system 

is our suspension of adherence to the ever-important dogma of labor 

efficiency; whereas a large group of cows can be fed in minutes, a 

similar size group of wet calves require hours. It is for these reasons 

that Free Access Acidified-Milk Feeding systems should be of interest 

to those who are frustrated by contrarian calf-feeding systems and 

embarrassed by the apparent success of the beef calf.  

 Free Access  

The free access acidified-milk feeding systems, where calves housed in 

group pens have 24-hour access to milk treated with acid or an 

acidified milk replacer, allowing for: 

Ÿ Natural, productive suckling behaviors (not unproductive - suckling 

one another) 

Ÿ Development of group social behaviors  

Ÿ Dramatic changes in labor requirements  

Ÿ Reduced stress-related illnesses, and therefore drug usage Dr. Neil 

Anderson DVM, succinctly states that ―Free-access feeding provides 

freedom from hunger- the best medicine for milk-fed calves‖. An 

underappreciated casualty of the traditional hutch-based system is the 

calf unfortunate enough to be born large. Typically, the hunger in 

these calves is exacerbated by the fact that they are fed the same 

amount of milk as the small calf. Sure, they may eat more grain  

Never Hungry, Never Alone: Letting Calves Be Calves 

with Free Access Acidified- Milk Feeding                                                                                      
by: Collin McCarthy (as of 7/1/10 Collin is Research Manager at 

Spruce Haven Farm, Auburn)  
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but without a well-developed rumen, much of it passes through, and 

you pay for the grain twice. With free access to milk, the nutritional 

needs of calves of all sizes are accommodated.  

 

Formic Acid*  

Because of its ability to kill coliforms quickly, Dr. Anderson favors 

the use of formic acid to treat milk. The object of the acid treatment 

is to lower the pH of the milk (or milk replacer) to 4-4.5, where most 

bacteria and fungi will be killed and milk can be preserved at room 

temperature for several days. Along with a cooler temperature, the 

acid also serves to temper meal sizes, encouraging several smaller 

meals throughout the day. Frequent suckling sessions (an Ontario 

study averaged 7, 7-minute long, meals per day in dairy calves) in 

turn help moderate abomasal pH, resulting in fewer abomasal ulcers 

and reduced days with diarrhea.  

*At this time Formic Acid use in this application is not 

permitted by the FDA. Alternative means of acidification are 

being explored. Dr. Anderson is from Ontario, Canada where 

formic acid is allowed for this application. 

Labor 

Obviously, just as in all calf feeding systems, free-access feeding 

systems require a person with a keen eye and a passion for raising 

quality animals, and calm human interaction is still critical to the 

social development of young calves. They also require a paradigm 

shift where ―normal-looking‖ calves are concerned. A calf who is not 

hungry will be less likely to rise and greet its caretaker with a lusty 

bawl; a sign of health in hutch-based systems. Therefore, careful 

attention must be paid to other indicators of health problems, just as 

we do with mature cows (isn’t a group of cows bellering for feed a 

sign of poor management?). A striking result of one study performed 

in New York found that time spent per calf per day (on all calf-

related chores) was reduced from 10 minutes per calf per day to 1 

minute in group-housed calves opposed with hutch-raised calves.  

Equipment 

Like any technology, a producer can spend to his heart’s delight on a 

free-access feeding system, but it’s not necessary:  

Rotation of milk containers (size dependant on group’s size and 

length of time)  

Nipples (one per 3 calves) 

Agitator 

Means of keeping milk from freezing 

Tubing 



This article is meant as introduction to these feeding systems, and 

space prohibits a detailed discussion on feeding rates, acid-treatment 

rates, design specifics, grain feeding, and growth rate trial results, 

just to name a few topics. Hopefully, however, this overview will 

generate some interest in raising healthy calves in a low cost system, 

as well as fodder for future articles on the subject. I would love to 

hear from producers who have adopted this technology and hear their 

stories!  note: a follow-up article featuring farms utilizing these 

practices will appear in future editions of this newsletter. This link 

leads to a publication with many of the helpful technical details: 

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/dairy/facts/

mimick.htm 

Milk Price Watch for Oneida County  
Thirteen months through April 2011 

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the 

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.              

When MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also shows 

the total price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or estimated 

payments.   

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix 

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).  Your 

actual check will depend on these factors. 

http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/dairy/facts/mimick.htm
http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/dairy/facts/mimick.htm
http://www.fmmone.com/


FSA Updates 

2011 FSA County Committee Elections 

DCP Sign-up Deadline JUNE 1st  

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program       

(DCP) will continue through June 1, 2011. 

USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and  

payment yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive 

direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market 

prices. For 2011, eligible producers may request advance direct      

payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

June 1- DCP Sign-up ends  

June 15-Last day to report small grains 

July 15-Last day to report all other crops 

August 1- Last day to nominate someone to the                                

Oneida County  FSA Committee 

June 15, 2011 - The nomination period begins.  

Aug. 1, 2011 - Last day to file nomination forms (FSA-669A) at the local 

USDA Service Center 

Nov. 4, 2011 - Ballots mailed to eligible voters 

Dec. 5, 2011 - Last day to return voted ballots to the USDA Service Center 

Jan. 2, 2012 - Newly elected county committee members take office 

FOR SALE 2‖ stainless steel pipeline 500ft 

1250 gallon surge bulk tank 

2 Copeland Compressors 

Call 841-4522 anytime 
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DCP Sign-up Deadline JUNE 1st  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 Rome native Kristin Kimball came back to our area last fall to 

read from and talk about her new book The Dirty Life, her memoir of 

starting up a ―year-round CSA‖ with her husband Mark in Essex 

County, NY.   Now, Matt Volz, a former farmhand from the Kimball’s 

Essex Farm, is launching a similar farm business just outside 

Chittenango in Madison County.  

 The idea of a CSA is that the farm operator offers a limited 

number of shares to customers, who pay in advance and may also 

contribute to the farm with their labor.  In exchange for providing 

the farm with predictable income, the customers typically receive a 

generous weekly basket or basket of whatever is in season.   Oneida 

County is home to several produce CSAs built largely around the 

vegetable-growing season. 

 The year-round CSA takes this idea to the next level, adding 

farm products that can be stored or harvested throughout the 

season, offering at least the possibility of providing a family’s entire 

diet from local farm products. 

 Starting June 2011, Greyrock Farm is offer seasonal 

vegetables and storage crops, grass-fed beef and lamb, pastured 

pork and chicken, raw milk, and eggs from pastured laying hens.   

Members pay an annual fee (various options are available for 

singles, couples, families and college students) and can select what 

and how much they want each week. 

 Learn more about Greyrock Farm at 

www.greyrockfarmcsa.com or call Matt at (484) 888-6254.   To learn 

about other CSA’s in the region, visit www.localharvest.org, select 

―CSA‖ and key in a local zip code, or call Jim Manning, Farm 

Business Management Educator at CCE Oneida: ph. 736-3394 x129. 

A NEW YEAR-ROUND CSA 

Farmers, do you need help?  Need to take a sick day?                                

Would you like to take a vacation or just a day (or a few days) 

away from the farm?  Farmsitters Chore Services is made up 

of former dairy farmers.  We will make sure your animals are well 

cared for by providing temporary services such as: milking,  

cleaning, feeding, etc.  Call Terrance (315) 397-2593                     

and leave a message.  References available. 

http://www.greyrockfarmcsa.com
http://www.localharvest.org


Filling in the Gaps:                                                

Eight Things to Recognize about Farm-Direct Marketing 

Following is a summary of a recent article published in CHOICES – 

The Magazine of Food, Farm and Resource Issues.   The main theme 

of the article is that direct marketing of agricultural products is not 

well understood, but the data that is available suggests some 

surprising conclusions.  Improved knowledge on the direct market 

opportunities for farmers is needed to guide policy and technical 

assistance.   

1.  Farm-direct sales represent less than 1% of all farm-gate sales.  

And according to the USDA’s 2007 Ag Census, that percentage 

is unchanged compared to 1982. 

2. Sales at farmers’ markets probably do not dominate farm-direct 

sales, despite their high visibility; farmstands, CSA’s, you-pick 

operations probably represent a significantly larger portion of 

the farm-direct market. 

3. Most local foods probably do not pass through farm-direct 

channels – i.e., despite being sold locally they are distributed 

through conventional channels such as supermarkets. 

4. Farm-direct sales also include non-local products – especially 

given the opportunity the internet provides for farmers to reach 

distant customers easily and inexpensively 

5. Only a small percentage of certified organic products are direct 

marketed. 

6. Farms that direct market come in all sizes.  Although there are a 

large number of small farms selling direct, the few large farms 

that sell direct may represent the lion’s share of the market. 

7. Livestock farmers constitute the majority of direct marketers, 

but their average annual sales are low.  This raises the 

question: Are these livestock farms generally hobby farms, 

satisfied with low sales, or are they trying to become financially 

viable? 

8. Direct marketing livestock products poses particular challenges, 

especially at farmers’ markets; only about 3% of all farmers’ 

market vendors sell meat or poultry products, even though 

farmers’ market shoppers are often an attractive target for local 

livestock producers. 

The full article is available at www.choicesmagazine.org                    

(click on back issues, Quarter 1 2010) or from Jim Manning,              

Farm Business Management Educator ph. 736-3394 x129 or 

jpm277@cornell.edu. 

http://www.choicesmagazine.org


0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

2
-A

p
r

9
-A

p
r

1
6

-A
p

r

2
3

-A
p

r

3
0

-A
p

r

7
-M

a
y

1
4

-M
ay

2
1

-M
ay

Verona

New Hartford

Chadwicks

Growing Degree Days 

Yes we have had an extremely wet spring with an average of             

8.3‖ of rain in April and  1.8‖ of rain to date  (5-14-11) in May. 

Crop Shorts                                                                                         
By Jeff Miller 

 Growing degree days base 48 started  on the 1st of April help to 

track the maturity of alfalfa and alfalfa weevil.  At this point GDDs 

place alfalfa weevil between 1st and second instar. The damage from 

this pest is exemplified by holes in the upper leaves of alfalfa. If you 

have 20 of 50 stems with this kind of damage you will have economic 

damage . I have noted very little feeding damage in the 5 fields I have 

been scouting this spring.  The preferred method for control is harvest  

and most of you will be harvesting  your mixed swards of alfalfa and 

grass very soon if the weather cooperates. 

WeatherRain-



 We have amassed 199 GDDs base 50 since May 1st which we 

use to track corn growth and development.  We are about 40 GDDs 

behind  the 2006, 2007 seasons but only  10 GDDs behind the 2008, 

2009 and 2010 seasons. 

Cropping activities:  Our wet April precluded the planting of many 

new hay seedings.  The oats sown as a nurse crop in those fields has 

just  begun to grow and is two inches tall on 5-23-11.  A few fields of 

corn are now rowed up: Franklin springs (planted May 7th), 

Bridgewater, Verona, Rome and Deerfield. So neither location nor 

elevation has played a role in determining the maturity of corn in the 

county at this point. The main driver is how well drained the soil is and 

the local rainfall events. I have no knowledge of any soybeans planted 

at this time (5-24-11) whereas in recent years some growers have 

planted soybeans as early as May 8th. The local wheat crop is looking 

fair to good (12‖ tall on 5-23-11). Some fields are showing N hunger 

signs caused by loss of N from extreme rainfall events in April. No Hay 

harvest has started at this point even though grass hay fields were at 

optimal NDFs  in fields sampled in Verona and Deerfield on 5-16-11. 

CCE Oneida County Hay quality project 2011  Forage  Quality:  

Oneida County field staff have obtained hay samples from 5 

farms across Oneida county each Monday since the beginning 

of May. These samples were analyzed by Dairyone with results 

returned to CCE each Wednesday. CCE has shared this information by 

email with 90 local producers and agribusinesses on a weekly basis. 

This information is also posted to our website: http://

counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/Agriculture/Ag/crops/OneidaCounty%

20FieldCrop%20Pest%20ReportsMAIN%20PAGE.htm .  

The results of sampling are in the tables below showing the change in 

height of the stand along with the NDF, crude protein (CP) and net 

energy for lactation (NEL) for each of the 5 sites. 

Goal NDF for grasses is 48-55, which means that these grass fields 

should be harvested when alfalfa in a neighboring field is 16-17‖ tall.  

Goal NDF for clear alfalfa fields is 39-43, which means that these 

fields should be harvested when the tallest alfalfa plants are no more 

then 30‖ tall. 

Mixed alfalfa grass stands ideal NDF are between these two and 

vary depending on the percent of grass in the stand. Jerry 

Cherney, Forage specialist at Cornell and field staff all around the state 

participated in 2 years of field sampling to develop a chart to help you 

use two factors: alfalfa height and % grass in your stand to identify the 

ideal time to harvest your individual fields. That information is  

contained in the charts on the next pages—- 
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Use of zone tillage is another method that can be employed in NY. Where 

conventional tillage has been used for years it is necessary to cut through 

the tillage pan initially, to prevent yield drag. Zone tillage can speed up 

the land preparation process and provide many more windows for land 

preparation during periods when soil moisture levels are low enough for 

tillage. 

Stay off the field until soil has dried out sufficiently 

Don’t plow soil when it is too wet 

Use flotation tires, duals, or tracks to reduce surface compaction — 

remember to use lowest allowable inflation pressure in flotation tires 

or duals. 

Increase number or axles to avoid subsoil compaction 

Use cover crops — their root system makes soil resist compaction  

better 

Use no-tillage — surface organic matter accumulation makes soil  

      resist compaction better 

Use long-term no-tillage — the increased biological activity creates a 

soil that is perforated with macropores, while the soil matrix remains 

firm 

The importance of minimizing compaction 

Source: — Sjoerd Duiker, Soil Management Specialist 

Soil compaction can cause significant yield loss estimated from 15-

50%. Farm traffic, both animals and machinery that are on fields when 

soil moisture is at or above field capacity can cause significant soil 

compaction.  

Surface compaction (<12‖ deep) is caused by high contact 

pressures. Road tires inflated to 100 psi and iron wheels cause very 

high contact pressures. Surface compaction can cause very high yield 

losses the year immediately following the act. In no-till yield losses due 

to surface compaction can be dramatic. Research from Kentucky has 

shown that in long-term no-till soils will recuperate from most surface 

compaction without tillage within one whole year due to high biological 

activity in no-till soil. Tillage does not completely alleviate surface 

compaction. In a series of international compaction trials in which soil 

was moldboard plowed average yield loss was 15% due to the 

combined effect of subsoil and surface compaction the first year after 

compaction. In some cases (especially clay soils) yield losses amounted 

to 50% in the first year. Using flotation tires or tracks helps reduce 

surface compaction. 

Subsoil compaction below 12‖ depends on axle load, not on contact 

pressure. This means that reducing soil contact pressure by using 

flotation tires or tracks will not reduce subsoil compaction, although it 

helps to reduce surface compaction. If you traffic soil that is really too 

wet with axle loads of 10 tons or higher, you’re likely causing subsoil 

compaction below 20 inches. Research has shown that this compaction 

is there to stay. Freeze-thaw and wetting-drying cycles will not remove 

this compaction, nor will biological forces such as earthworms, roots, or  



Use of zone tillage is another method that can be employed in NY. Where 

conventional tillage has been used for years it is necessary to cut through 

the tillage pan initially, to prevent yield drag. Zone tillage can speed up 

the land preparation process and provide many more windows for land 

preparation during periods when soil moisture levels are low enough for 

tillage. 

Keys to avoid soil compaction are: 

microbial activity. Subsoilers usually don’t go this deep, nor can they 

completely alleviate this subsoil compaction. Research in experiments 

in seven European and North American countries showed a 5% yield 

decrease due to subsoil compaction that lasted longer than 10 years. 

Although you don’t traffic 100% of the field with high axle loads in one 

year, you will probably get there in three years, so a 5% yield decrease 

due to subsoil compaction is not unrealistic. The key to subsoil 

compaction avoidance is to reduce axle load. 

Stay off the field until soil has dried out sufficiently 

Don’t plow soil when it is too wet 

Use flotation tires, duals, or tracks to reduce surface compaction — 

remember to use lowest allowable inflation pressure in flotation tires 

or duals. 

Increase number or axles to avoid subsoil compaction 

Use cover crops — their root system makes soil resist compaction  

better 

Use no-tillage — surface organic matter accumulation makes soil  

      resist compaction better 

Use long-term no-tillage — the increased biological activity creates a 

soil that is perforated with macropores, while the soil matrix remains 

firm 

Hay in a day: This is the term that describes mowing and chopping of a 

field in the same day. This is accomplished by mowing in the morning, 

wide swathing of the mowed hay, merging of the rows with a rake or row 

merger and finally chopping and silo filling all in the same day. The 

weather pattern we have experienced so far this spring may encourage 

more of you to try this method. So far we have had many more single 

days without rain then we have had two consecutive days without rain. 

One of the key  elements of  this method is wide swathing which lays out 

the mowed hay in  a thin layer at least 85% as wide as the area cut. This 

allows for quick water loss from the mowed hay by evaporation and in-

creased  exposure to the sun and wind. Conditioners are opened wide for 

this process because water is lost from the stems more quickly when the 

stems aren’t  crimped by a conditioner , at least down to a forage mois-

ture content of  65%. If your mower cant be adjusted  to lay out a wide 

swath then use a tedder to spread out the just mowed hay. 



The second step in this process is merging of the rows using a rake or 

row merger. Row mergers are preferred because they are less likely to 

bring up rocks that can damage your chopper. If you plan on raking 

consider mowing a bit higher 3-4‖ so that you can set your tedder or 

rake up higher avoiding the pick up of stones. This is the money and 

time saving step in the process. Just picture following every windrow of 

hay up and down your field with that gas hog (your chopper). Now 

picture zipping along with that low HP tractor pulling the merger or rake  

merging at least two rows together in  1st cut hay,  cutting the trips 

across your field with that gas hog (chopper)  in half. 

The beauty of this system given the weather pattern we have  

experienced so far this spring  is that you can do it all in one  day.  So 

an important note: only mow what you can chop in a day. 

The other critical reason to finally make the switch to true wide-swath, 

is the increased energy in the forage you do harvest. Wide swathing 

(more than 85% of cutter bar) will reduce digestible sugar and starch 

loss compared to traditional narrow swathing which extends the period 

of drying and loss of energy  by respiration. The Net Energy of Lactation 

often goes from (.54-.57) in narrow swathed hay crop silage  to ( .65 – 

.70) in wide swath hay crop silage. Using the conservative numbers for 

a 100 cow farm with 275 acres of alfalfa, it translates into over 

$25,000 worth of energy that you do NOT have to buy as corn 

grain. This is money that stays in your pocket rather than getting 

shipped to the Midwest. (source:  Tom Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems). 

It’s Late should I finish planting corn or mow hay?  

Everybody agrees on the answer to this question. MOW HAY!!!!!! 

every day your hay crop NDF jumps ½ - 1 point that means your 

fiber levels are going up and the quality is going down. When you 

place a dollar value on the increased fiber and the decrease in CP 

and NEL on 200-300 acres of hay you are talking about thousands 

of dollars. You can afford to buy a great deal of corn silage with that 

kind of money. 

Removing the current hay crop gives the next crop its start.  Taking 

this crop off as soon as possible gives you the opportunity to have 

better yields and/or quality in 2nd and third cuts.  

Corn planted into warmer soils germinates more quickly and can 

make up some of the ground it lost to earlier planted corn. Bill Cox, 

Cornell University advice for corn silage growers: ), I would start 

scaling back my hybrids by 5 days after May 29th. In general, a 

hybrid that is 5 days shorter in RM will be 1.5 points drier but will 

yield about 0.75 tons/acre less (What’s Cropping Up?, Vol.18, No.5, 

p.5-6). And I would keep scaling it back by 5 days as each week 

passes. I would do the same thing for high-moisture shelled corn. 



It’s late should I continue to plant corn for grain or switch to 

soybeans?  Bill Cox, Cornell University advice for grain growers:  For 

dry- shelled corn, I would probably stay with the hybrids that I have 

selected up until May 25th or so as long as they typically black-layer by 

September 20-25th when planted during the first half of May. We found 

that 95-100 and 101-105 day hybrids planted around May 20th yielded 

as well (or even better due to weather factors) than planted around 

April 25th (What’s Cropping Up?, Vol.21, No.1, p.6-7). The hybrids 

planted on May 20th, however, were about 2.5 points wetter at harvest, 

which would translate into a $12/acre increase in drying costs for a 150 

bushel/acre crop (or growers could wait another 7-10 days or so to get 

the moisture down further).  

The other option that cash grain growers have is to switch to soybeans 

once June rolls around and corn planting is not finished. There is less of 

a yield penalty for planting soybeans late than for planting corn late. 

We found that there is only about a 1/3 to 1/6 bu/acre/day decrease 

when soybean planting is delayed from May 15th until about June 15th 

(Vol.17, No.2, p.1). Furthermore, late-planted soybeans on corn 

ground would have no extra drying costs to worry about because wheat 

was not slated to be planted in that field. 

Making  crop maturity and emergency forage crop choices when 

planting is delayed 

Making  emergency forage crop choices when planting is delayed  

If you are in the situation where you have low inventories of forage and 

have less acres of hay crop this year and are looking for crops that may 

be able to supply some forage tonnage during this season you can find 

below how a few annual crops compare in terms of tons/ac in the table 

below.  Two crops that have  good attributes are BMR sorghum 

sudangrass and Teff. 



BMR sorghum sudangrass Brown midrib varieties develop less 

lignin in stems and leaves and have higher digestibility. 

Planting date: The seeds do not like cold soils. Soil temperature must 

be over 60ºF for rapid emergence and growth. BMR SxS planted as late 

as July 15th can still produce one cutting. However, little or no regrowth 

can be expected with late planting dates, especially when the first 

cutting is taken after September 1st.  

Seeding rate: 65-70 lbs/acre of seed will give 2.5-3 tons more yield 

than lower seeding rates and shade the ground sooner to control weeds. 

Weed control: Under proper growing conditions BMR SxS will beat the 

weeds and not need herbicide. A stale seedbed system (tilling the field 

10 days before planting, letting small weeds emerge, and then 

harrowing before planting) will kill most weeds. Minor weed infestations 

are corrected by harvesting. If annual grasses get started, they will 

destroy the BMR SxS crop. Broadleaf weeds can be controlled by 

herbicide if needed. 

Planting depth: Shallow, 1/2 to 3/4 inch deep for the Northeast. 

Deeper seed placement has resulted in significant stand loss and 

complete stand failure. Drills set to plant shallow will do an excellent 

job. Cultipacker seeders leave excessive seed on top. Broadcast with 

fertilizer gives uneven stands. Premixing fertilizer with seed, even for a 

short time, could be toxic and has resulted up to 90% stand loss. ―Air 

truck seeding‖ can work if the roller has corrugations of less than 2 

inches. Older rollers with 3-4 inch corrugations will bury the seed too 

deeply. Rolling with teeth down or light disking incorporation has 

resulted in stand failure. 

Fertilizer: Apply P and K similar to corn silage (based on soil test 

levels). BMR SxS should be fertilized more like an intensively managed 

perennial grass than a corn crop. Research is ongoing to refine N 

recommendation for this crop, but current guidelines are to add 100-

135 lbs N/acre at planting with the same amount top-dressed 

immediately after each cutting. This investment in N fertilizer is 

returned through higher yield and protein. Fertilizer rates need to be 

decreased when manure is in the system. Assume that similar amounts 

of N from manure will become available to BMR SxS as with corn. 

Stand height at harvest: For double the protein of corn silage, and 

energy levels equal to corn silage, harvest at 36-48 inch stand height. 

At this stage, and with sufficient N, crude protein is usually 15-16%. As 

yields increase, energy holds at modest levels and protein drops at taller 

heights, but moisture removal becomes much more of a challenge. If 

the crop is light yellow – indicative of N deficiency – harvest at 30 inch 

height, then correct the yield limitations with proper N fertilization. 

Harvest interval: It will take approximately 40 days to reach re-

growth level for the next harvest. The crop needs to be watched closely. 

Under optimum conditions it has grown 12 inches in 3-4 days for 

harvest in 3-4 weeks. For more information:  

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/

factsheet14.pdf 

 

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet14.pdf
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet14.pdf
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Teff 

This is a summer annual grass from Africa that does well with rainfall 

between 11-22‖ for the season. Mike Hunter from CCE of Jefferson 

county tested this grass in northern NY.  

Yield: In tests conducted over two years in northern NY  teff averaged 

2 tons dry matter/ac. The average CP was between 15 and 16% of the 

dry matter and NDF was 60.7. 

Planting date: From June through late July. 

Planting rate: 4-5lbs/ac 

Planting depth:  1/8 – ¼ ― depth, planted deeper  can cause a crop 

failure.  Teff should be planted into a firm seedbed  using a grain drill 

with a small seed box attachment or brillion seeder. 

Fertilizer:  P+K rates similar to other grasses, apply according to soil 

tests. Apply 50 lbs/ac of N at planting. 

Harvest management: Harvest at boot stage approximately 50-55 

days after planting, subsequent harvests 40-45 days later. Harvest at 

3-4‖ height to promote vigorous regrowth. Teff can be ensiled or 

baled. 

For more information: http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/

publications/factsheets/factsheet24.pdf 

Corn  

Growers who planted corn early this year should keep an eye out for 

seed corn maggot injury, slugs and seedling diseases. Whenever seed 

remains in the soil for extended periods of time before germination it is 

vulnerable to attack by disease and insect pests. Those growers who 

practice conservation tillage and had weeds in their fields prior to 

planting should scout for borers and cutworms who are attracted to the 

weeds as a place to lay their eggs. 

Weed Control in Corn  The chart on the next page was developed 

with the help of Russ Hahn, Cornell University to help growers to select 

products based on their efficacy against a list of common weeds in corn 

fields in NY. The ranking system is as follows: E excellent, G good, F 

fair, N none. 

http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet24.pdf
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/factsheets/factsheet24.pdf




Wheat 

Our local wheat crop was 12‖ tall on 5-23-2011. This is the time to 

look for  the signs of soil borne diseases like wheat  streak mosaic 

virus and wheat mosaic virus . Temperatures between 40-70F     

combined with moisture are conducive to the development of      

powdery mildew. The extreme rainfall that we experienced in April 

may have reduced the N available for uptake.  

Wheat Streak Mosaic               

Powdery Mildew  

CCE of Oneida County  Farm Flash                  Page 23 



Soybean aphids 

Soybean 

If you believe the odd even year phenomenom suggesting higher 

populations of soybean aphids in  odd years,  then this year might be 

a problem year for aphids. You may have already made a decision 

and ordered  cruiser treated seed. The earliest that we have found 

soybean aphids locally is June 8th a couple of years ago. If you see a 

bunch of lady bugs in your field that is another good reason to take a 

closer look for soybean aphids. 

Barley Yellow dwarf  



Bill Cox, Cornell University, did a seeding rate insecticide/fungicide 

seed treatment  study in 2009 and 2010 at 3 locations. The 

conclusions: the seed treatment  increased populations by 14% but 

yield by only 2 bu/ac a 3.5% increase. The economic analysis showed 

less than a dollar per acre  difference in profitability in response to 

the seed treatment. The study also showed that the highest 

profitability for treated seed was at the seeding rate of 140,000 

seeds/ac and at 170,000 seeds/ac for untreated seed. 
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