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With temperatures struggling to pull above zero this morning,         

it’s hard to believe that it’s time once again to submit applications 

for Dairy of Distinction awards.                                                      

Any dairy producer who is currently shipping milk is                        

eligible to apply for this distinguished award that helps to               

promote our local dairy industry.                                                                         

Applications are due by April 15, 2011.                                        

(See the application form on pages 14 & 15 or go on line at 

www.dairyofdistinction.org for an application.)                         

Judging of new applicants as well as annual recertification for       

current Dairy of Distinction farms will take place in                       

early to mid May. Perhaps now is the time to start the                     

―To Do‖ list for making improvements on your farmstead                 

before the rush of spring work arrives                                             

http://www.dairyofdistinction.org
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Upcoming  Events

 Maple Open House 

 Oneida County Maple Producers are 

busy making this year's crop of fresh syrup. 

It takes cold nights and warm days for the 

sap to run in maple trees. Producers need 

to collect about 40 gallons of sap to make 

just one gallon of pure maple syrup. Oneida 

County has a variety of producers ranging 

from small scale to large. Their production 

techniques and styles will vary from 

producer to producer.  

 During the month of March you can 

find open houses, demonstrations and 

pancake breakfasts featuring pure maple 

syrup throughout the county. March 19-20 

& 26-27 from 10AM to 4PM is the statewide 

Maple Weekend. Contact your individual 

maple producer for details and their hours of operation.  

 If you would like to find your local maple producer to buy maple 

products or find out when their Open House is, you can go to our 

website www.cceoneida.com ,  http://www.communitywalk.com/map/

index/195456 or contact Remi Link at 736-3394 ext 111. 

Cooperative Extension is providing a program for area farmers 

“The Oneida County Crop Congress‖ 

to be held on March 16th at the VFW in Clinton on Franklin Ave. 

. This workshop will include an overview of   

NYSDEC certification requirements,  

Corn disease management, 

New insect pests in field crops, 

New developments in the management of wheat diseases, 

Precision feeding for dairy farmers, 

What your bank wants from you to secure a crop loan, 

local farmers explaining how they use GPS on their farms 

and the final talk on how rotational grazing has benefited 

a local dairy farm. 

There will be approximately 2.5 NYSDEC credits available 

as well as Certified Crop Advisor Credits. 

Clinton Tractor and the Calidonna family are providing the 

lunch; please contact them at 853-6151 if you plan to attend.                      

Registration begins at 9:30am,                                                          

the program will conclude at 3:30pm. 

http://www.cceoneida.com
http://www.communitywalk.com/map/index/195456
http://www.communitywalk.com/map/index/195456


CCE of Oneida County  Farm Flash                  Page  4 

New York Agriculture in the Classroom is pleased to announce the sixth 

annual NY Ag Literacy Day in support of its mission of fostering 

awareness, understanding, and 

appreciation of agriculture and the 

food and fiber system. During 

National Ag Week—                    

March 21st to 25th—volunteers 

throughout the state will go into 

second grade classrooms to read a 

book with an agricultural theme  

and talk to students about 

agriculture.  One book will be 

donated to each school in which a 

volunteer reads.  Many thanks to 

Oneida County Farm Bureau for 

funding our Ag Literacy books in 

2011. 

If you would like to volunteer to read 
to a classroom(s) or if you would like 

to sponsor a book, please contact 
Kristi Cranwell at 736-3394x122 

THE BOOK: Chicks & Chickens 
The book chosen for 2011  Ag Literacy 
Week is  Chicks & Chickens written by  
Gail Gibbons.  This book follows the life 
of chickens from embryos to hatchlings 
and finally to adults.   

2011 NY Ag Literacy Week 

Agriculture IS Economic Development 

3rd Rural Issues Community Leadership Conference 
 

Presented by the Central NY Agriculture Council 

This Conference will focus on agriculture as an economic driving 

force in communities, and how municipalities can best position their 

planning and policy making activities to stimulate                            

agricultural development.  The workshops will provide local officials 

innovative tools and a framework to implement                                

agricultural economic projects. 

April 6, 2011 9am to 4pm at                                                            

The Otesaga Resort Hotel in Cooperstown 

Registration required $35.00 CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ONLY                 

payment is due by March 25th (NO credit cards accepted)            

and includes continental breakfast, lunch & mid-day refreshments.  

Please call MVEDD @ 315-866-4671 

For registration form and additional information 



 There will be a meeting of the Oneida County Graziers group on 

Wednesday, March 23rd, 2011 at the Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Building from 11am-3pm.  This is the group’s annual meeting to begin 

the year to discuss grazing topics and set in motion its plan to host 

pasture walks.   

 The speaker this year will be Fay Benson of Cornell’s Small 

Dairy Support Team.  Fay was a dairyman for many years and then 

switched to working for Cornell University.  He will be talking about 

pasture insurance, rotational grazing, custom grazing of a large farms 

heifers and any organic questions that you may have.  Fay has a lot of 

experience and practical knowledge that many people can benefit 

from.   

 We will also be talking about what we can do this summer as 

grain prices and corn in particular rise, and what options do we have.  

We will be looking at coming up with a cost of production while out 

grazing.  Graziers are being asked to be thinking about what the cost 

of forages are this spring and summer ,i.e. corn silage/per ton, 

baleage, haylage, dry hay, etc.  Our goal is to come up with a cost of 

production for each farm so they can decide if they should graze more, 

feed more forage in the barn or feed more grain.   

    The Oneida County graziers group holds meetings throughout 

the spring and summer, these meetings are open to anyone who 

wants to learn more about rotational grazing.  Rotational grazing is a 

system where farmers are using grass as a resource to harvest a high 

quality forage(25% or higher in protein) without the cost of equipment 

or fuel.  As grain, fuel and other inputs increase, pasture can be an 

economical option in feeding dairy cows, replacements, and other 

livestock.  Grazing is also a requirement of organic standards.  There 

is no fee for this meeting and lunch will be provided, the only thing 

that is asked is that you call in with reservations to make sure we 

have enough seating by March 18, 2011.  Please direct all calls to Bill 

Paddock of Oneida County SWCD at (315)736-3334 or by e-mail at 

william-paddock@oneidaswcd.org  This meeting is sponsored by the 

following groups:  Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District, 

Oneida County Cooperative Extension, NYS-GLCI, and The Graze-NY 

Program.  If you have any questions feel free to contact Bill Paddock.   

Oneida County Grazers Group Meeting 

Getting the most with your fertilizer $$$                                

March 9, 2011, 1-3pm at the Farm and Home Center in Oriskany. 

The workshop will cover soil sampling, crop nutrient requirements, 

manure nutrient assessment,  developing a farm plan for fertilizer 

applications.  Preregistration is required by March 7th.                      

Call Linda at 736-3394 ext 124 to register.  

mailto:william-paddock@oneidaswcd.org


Livestock News 

Farm Animal Welfare            

 NY Farm Bureau announced this upcoming workshop in their on-

line newsletter titled Leader Letter.  Register by March 15th and save 

$10.00.  Please see below for complete registration information. 

 Animal agriculture is under extreme pressure from activists all 

across the country, and we want to help our livestock farmers get the 

most out of good animal care and farm practices. Learn how your farm 

may be vulnerable and how to protect yourself. NYFB is offering a full-

day seminar on April 7 at the Craftsman Inn in Fayetteville. Call Lisa or 

Liz in Legal Affairs at 1-800-342-4143 for more information. The 

keynote speaker will be David Martosko, director of research at the 

Center for Consumer Freedom.  Register by March 15 and pay 

only $69!  After March 15, the price increases to $79.  The seminar is 

sponsored by Bond, Shoeneck & King, PLLC, Farm Credit East and 

CoBank, DairyLea Cooperative/Dairy Farmers of America Northeast, 

and United Egg Producers. 

  

   Livestock Research Notables 

Foot and Mouth Disease: Scientists with the USDA are gaining 

ground on developing a universal vaccine for the highly contagious 

virus that leads to Hoof and Mouth Disease (HMD).  While the US has 

not seen an outbreak of HMD since 1929, this virus that affects all 

cloven-hoofed animals is still considered a huge threat and has caused 

severe economic losses in other countries that have experienced 

epidemic levels of HMD.  Agricultural Research Services scientists and 

microbiologists have discovered a point of entry for the virus in cattle.  

The nasal passages of the cattle were exposed to the virus.   Within six 

hours after exposure, scientists determined that it is the epithelial cells 

of the nasopharynx (fancy medical term for the back of the throat) that 

are initially targeted by the virus.  With this existing knowledge of the 

route the HMD virus uses scientists can now study more closely how 

the host and the HMD virus interact.  Understanding the interactions 

could potentially lead to the development of a universal vaccine that 

could eliminate this devastating and sometimes fatal disease. Vaccines 

that offer temporary immunity have been developed but the virus 

offers added challenges with its seven variations and over 60 subtypes. 

Blocking the point of entry will be a key in providing the host -specific 

protection needed to gain immunity. Scientists and researchers at ARS 

will continue to investigate why the epithelial cells are targeted and 

how to block the virus’ point of entry. 

 

Local Beef Producers: BQA Training Opportunity 

Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) is a voluntary, producer initiated 

program that focuses on a beef producer’s attention on management  



practices that influence safety, wholesomeness and quality of the 

beef being produced. Local beef producers who choose to participate 

in an upcoming training session for BQA can expect multiple benefits 

from this NY Beef Producers Association supported program.  

Improvements in animal well being, herd health and performance, as 

well as beef quality can be anticipated. The training program will also 

address the importance of record keeping for decision making 

purposes and the potential for improved marketing opportunities.  

There’s not a huge time or money commitment required to 

participate.  The requirements to be certified in the BQA program are 

as follows: Attend one classroom training session or self-train at 

home and successfully complete the BQA test. Attend one Chute-Side 

Training Session, become established with a large animal veterinarian 

and provide a document known as VCPR, veterinarian-client-patient-

relationship paper.  Final step is to sign a BQA contract. Four simple 

steps, one low price of $10.00 and peace of mind in knowing you 

made every effort to produce a quality product with the best interests 

of the animal in mind. CCE of Oneida is offering a BQA training 

session and confirmed dates will be available end of March, 

first part of April.  If you are interested in participating please 

contact Marylynn Collins at 736-3394 ext. 132 to express your 

interest and for more information. 

 

Backyard Chickens for Beginners 

Are you interested in learning how to raise your own chickens, either 

for meat or egg production, but not sure how to get started?  Plan to 

attend an informational discussion on Considerations for the Backyard 

Chicken Enthusiast with Rudy Brouillette of Brouillette Poultry 

Company in Madison, NY on Saturday April 9th from 10-12pm at the 

Waterville Public Library.  Registration for this free program is 

required (registration helps us to notify you of any changes or 

cancellations).  Please contact Marylynn Collins at the CCE office at 

736-3394 ext. 132 with any questions or to sign up.  Look for further 

details on our website, www.cce.cornell.edu/oneida, in the near 

future. 

 

Sheep and Goat Interests 

As February comes to a close many of you are probably preparing for 

the spring lambing and kidding season that is quickly approaching. 

The Cornell Sheep and Goat Program has spent the past year 

focusing on the time and effort involved in a multitude of lambing/

kidding scenarios.  Tatiana Stanton from Cornell University has 

graciously agreed to share the results of the study during her 

discussion of Low Input Lambing and Kidding scheduled for Saturday 

March 19th from 11:00am-1:00pm at the Farm and Home Center, 121 

Second St. Oriskany.  Pre-registration is necessary for this free  

(continued on next page) 

http://www.cce.cornell.edu/oneida


program, Please keep in mind that our speaker will be traveling a 

significant distance for this presentation. Please contact CCE office to 

preregister so we know how many to expect.  The discussion may be 

cancelled due to low number of participants.  If interested please call 

736-3394 ext. 132 to register or for further details please see below. 

   

Topic:  Kidding & Lambing – Where does the time go? tatiana Stanton 

and Natasha Pettifor 

Lambing and kidding are exciting times on any farm. However, the 

labor demands can get exhausting as the years go by and many 

farmers’ list exhaustion and stress during the birthing season as one 

of the main reasons they either do not expand their flocks or plan to 

get rid of their flock as they age. 

The Cornell Sheep & Goat Program has been doing a study with over 

20 New York meat goat and sheep farms studying  what tasks take 

the most time during the different seasons of birthing and how much 

individual tasks affect the mortality rate of lambs, kids and their dams 

and the productivity of the flock as a unit.  At this workshop we’ll go 

over the results of this study thus far and compare some of the 

management challenges of pasture birthing vs. barn birthing, of using 

jugs (small pens) vs. loose housing, and birthing in different seasons 

of the year.  We’ll discuss management practices for various birthing 

systems that help reduce labor and feed costs without decreasing herd 

productivity.  We’ll also cover mothering issues and do some hands-on 

activities to let farmers share their kidding and lambing expertise and 

―tricks of the trade‖ with each other. 

A “Renewable Energy and Your Farm” workshop 

March 22nd (tentatively scheduled at Clinton VFW)         

will deliver information and resources to local farmers 

and rural landowners on options for energy efficiency 

and renewable energy applications.                                 

Additional information will be mailed to                           

ALL Farm Flash recipients and will also be                   

available on our website 

www.cce.oneida.com 

The Oneida County Farmland Protection Board and  

Cornell Cooperative Extension held an Agricultural Information 

Meeting at the Steuben Town Hall on February 23.                                      

Steuben is part of Ag District #3 which is currently in the process 

of review.  The last time the district was  reviewed there were  

8,096 acres. To date the board has received 12,960 acres to     

enroll, an increase of 4,874 acres to the district.  
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It is very important to bottle maple syrup at the correct 

temperature and syrup density to avoid mold and bacteria growth. 

New York State requires sugar solids in maple syrup to be at 66%. 

Syrup should be bottled between 180 degrees and 200 degrees. 

Three ways to check syrup density are: 

A candy or digital thermometer can be used and should 

read 7.1 degrees above the boiling point of water.  

A syrup hydrometer will take a reading at either Hot 

Test (200 degrees or above) or Cold Test (70 degrees).  

Most hydrometers are made in Vermont or Canada and 

their Hot Test is at 66.9% sugar solids.  

A hand or digital refractometer requires a few small 

drops of syrup at room temperature to be placed on a 

lens and then a reading can be taken.  

 

 Once you have determined that you are at the correct 

density, the syrup must be filtered from all impurities. This can be 

done with felt and synthetic papers or under pressure using a filter 

press. The syrup should then be heated between 180-200 degrees 

and poured into a clean container. If you go over 200 degrees, 

then you will start to form nitre (sugar sand) and the syrup must 

be re-filtered again.  

 Fill to just below the rim to limit the amount of headspace 

and then turn the container upside down to sterilize the entire 

interior surface.  Let the container cool with adequate air space 

between containers to avoid heat burn. If the containers are placed 

to close together when cooling, the syrup inside could drop a grade 

in color.  

 If you are making maple syrup for your own use, store the 

filled containers in a cool dark place. If you are planning to sell 

your syrup, New York State Department of Agriculture & Markets 

requires that you have the containers properly labeled. Your name 

and address must be on the container as well as identifying the 

product as maple syrup, correct grade label and amount of syrup 

in the container. If you would like more information on this contact 

Remi Link at 736-3394 ext 111 or visit our website at http://

counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/Agriculture/Ag/maple/maple.htm  

Tips for Bottling Maple Syrup 
                           By Remi Link 

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/Agriculture/Ag/maple/maple.htm
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/Agriculture/Ag/maple/maple.htm


4.  Local zoning:  Finally, occasionally what the person asking the      

question really wants to know is what local zoning regulations may 

affect their farming activities.  This varies by municipality, and you 

should contact your town (or village) clerk, the town supervisor, or 

village mayor to find out where you can read the local zoning 

regulations. 

Qualifying as a Farm 

Here at Cornell Cooperative Extension, one of the questions we are 

asked most frequently is:  ―How many (acres/cows/dollars of sales/

etc.) do I need to have to qualify as a farm?‖  We’ve learned to 

respond to that question with some questions of our own, because the 

answer depends on what the landowner is trying to accomplish.  Here 

are some of the reasons you might want your property to ―qualify‖ as 

a farm, and what the requirements are for each: 

1.  Agricultural Value Assessment:  New York State provides for 

special, lower property tax (Town/County and School) rates for 

farmland, but those rates are not automatically applied just 

because it is farmland.  To benefit from those rates you need to 

work with your local assessor and the local office of USDA’s Soil & 

Water Conservation District (SWCD).  The land must generally 

consist of seven or more acres that were used in the preceding two 

years for agricultural production; and the annual gross sales of 

agricultural products must average at least $10,000 in the the 

preceding two years.  Read all the details of the program here:  

http://tinyurl.com/agassess. Contact your town office to speak 

with your assessor, and call SWCD at 736-3334. 

2. Ag Districts:   New York State’s Agricultural District Law provides 

protection from ―unreasonable local regulation‖ on farm practices 

as well as from private nuisance suits, and in other ways interacts 

with local government to encourage the protection of existing 

farmland.  Any bona fide farmland can be enrolled.  But you must 

take the initiative to enroll your farmland in an Agricultural District 

in order to receive these benefits.  During the month of January 

each year, Oneida County’s Farmland Protection Board provides 

the opportunity for new land to be enrolled in existing Ag Districts.  

Read all the details of the program here: http://tinyurl.com/

agdist, and contact Guy Sassaman at the Oneida County Planning 

Department at 798-5710 or Ron Mead at the NYS Department of 

Agriculture and Markets at (518) 457-2713 for more information. 

3. Sales tax:  Sometimes when people ask what they need to do to 

―qualify as a farm‖, what they really want to know is how they can 

benefit from the agricultural sales tax exemption.  The answer is 

very simple: you need to provide the vendor with a completed 

form ST-125 (download it here: http://tinyurl.com/

farmexempt) verifying that the items being purchased are for 

agricultural production, and the vendor will not charge you sales 

tax.  You do not need to be incorporated or provide any other 

proof of the farming activity. Most stores will keep the form on file 

for you so you don’t need to provide one every time you shop.  If 

you have questions about what items are covered or what qualifies 

as agricultural production for purposes of this exemption, the rules 

are pretty clearly spelled out on page 2 of the form. 

http://tinyurl.com/agassess
http://tinyurl.com/agdist
http://tinyurl.com/agdist
http://tinyurl.com/farmexempt
http://tinyurl.com/farmexempt


4.  Local zoning:  Finally, occasionally what the person asking the      

question really wants to know is what local zoning regulations may 

affect their farming activities.  This varies by municipality, and you 

should contact your town (or village) clerk, the town supervisor, or 

village mayor to find out where you can read the local zoning 

regulations. 

We’ve received the first reports for the year 2010 from                                            

Cornell’s Dairy Farm Business Summary (DFBS).                                                       

These early highlights are from just a few dozen farms,                                                      

and can’t be considered representative of New York’s dairy                                              

industry overall.  Nonetheless, it may be useful to note                                                        

some key comparisons with the prior year’s (2009) data. 

Not surprisingly, the big change between 2009 and 2010                                                

for the 32 dairies reporting was a significant recovery in                                                 

the net milk price, from $13.11/cwt to $17.08/cwt.                                                          

Costs also increased year over year, as shown by the                                            

following measures: 

      2010  2009 

Operating cost:     $14.20  $13.72 

Purchased input cost (adds depreciation): $15.49  $15.03 

Total cost (adds unpaid labor, oppty cost): $16.66  $17.01 

 

Despite these cost increases, net farm income for these farms                                            

went from six-digit negative numbers in 2009 to six-digit positive                                 

numbers in 2010. 

You can access more data from Cornell’s Dairy Farm Business                                     

Summary (DFBS), or find out about enrolling your farm in the                                       

program by contacting Jim Manning (x129) or Bonnie Collins (x104)                                             

at CCE Oneida ph. 736-3394. 

EARLY HIGHLIGHTS FROM CORNELL’S DAIRY FARM               

BUSINESS SUMMARY 

Pre-registration is required 





Milk Price Watch for Oneida County 
Thirteen months through January 2011  

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1             

for the Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  

When MILC program payments are in effect,                                      

this chart also shows the total price after MILC (SUP+MILC)              

using actual or estimated payments.   

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix       

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).               

Your actual check will depend on these factors. 

PLEASE HELP – with CCE surveys of Oneida County agriculture 

In the coming weeks and months CCE staff and contractors will be 

gathering information on farms and related businesses as part of 

grant-funded projects that will allow us quantify and analyze the 

strengths and opportunities of the Oneida County farm economy.  If 

you get a call or letter from CCE, we want to thank you in advance 

for your help in these efforts, which will help us all work smarter. 

http://www.fmmone.com/






 There have been a number of questions about the economic 

value of feeds with the recent increases in corn and soybean meal 

prices. There are a number of ways to evaluate the economic value of 

a specific feedstuff. One of the tools is the Sesame program developed 

at The Ohio State University by Dr. Normand St-Pierre. This program 

calculates the value of a feed based on NE-l ($/mcal), metabolizable 

protein ($/lb MP), non-effective NDF ($/lb) and effective NDF ($/lb).  

The December issue of the Buckeye Dairy News contained feed 

price evaluations using mid-December prices in Ohio. The actual price 

for corn grain used was $218/ton while 48% CVP soybean meal has a 

current market price of $378/ton. They used the Sesame program to 

estimate the value of a large number of feeds. Each feed is classified a 

bargain, breakeven or overpriced depending on the calculated value 

compared with the current market price. The results were: 

Feed Prices Comparisons 
Dr. L. E. Chase Dept. of Animal Science Cornell University 

Bargains At breakeven Overpriced 

Distillers dried 

grains 

Alfalfa hay Blood meal 

Corn gluten feed Bakery byproducts Beet pulp 

Meat meal Wet brewers grain Citrus pulp 

Soybean meal-

expeller 

Canola meal Feather meal 

  Corn grain Fish meal 

  Corn silage Hominy 

  Cottonseed meal (41% CP) Molasses 

  Whole cottonseed Soybean meal (44% CP) 

  Corn gluten meal Soy hulls 

  Soybean meal (48% CP) Roasted soybeans 

  Wheat bran Tallow 

  Wheat midds   

 As you can see, there are only a few feeds that were in the 

bargain group. This group includes feeds where the market price is less 

than the predicted price based on nutrient value. Both corn grain and 

48% CP soybean meal are at breakeven prices. This means that their 

market price and nutrient value predicted price are similar.  It  is 

important to remember that these prices are for 1 spot in time and with 

the specified nutrient composition of the feed used. These prices and 

rankings will change both with time and changes in nutrient content of 

a specific feed.  Producers can use these rankings as a guide when 

considering feed purchases. However, we still need a blend of feeds in a 

ration to provide the nutrients required to synthesize milk in the cow.  



USDA NY Spring crop Insurance deadline;  New York farmers are 

reminded that the final date to apply for crop insurance on most 

insurable spring-planted crops for this year is March 15, 2011. The 

March 15  closing date applies to Spring Barley, Cabbage, Corn, Dry 

Beans, Forage Seeding, Fresh Market Beans, Fresh Market Sweet 

Corn, Grain Sorghum, Green Peas, Oats, Potatoes, Processing Beans, 

Processing Sweet Corn, Processing Tomatoes, and Soybeans. 

Beginning with the 2011 crop year, the Crop Revenue Coverage (CRC) 

and Indexed Income Protection (IIP) plans of insurance have been 

discontinued.  Additionally, Actual Production History (APH) coverage 

is no longer available for Barley, Corn, Grain Sorghum, and Soybeans.  

Instead, a producer may choose to insure these crops utilizing one of 

the following three choices: (1) Yield Protection – replaces APH, (2) 

Revenue Protection – replaces CRC, and (3) Revenue Protection with 

the Harvest Price Exclusion – replaces IIP. Producers are strongly 

urged to contact a local crop insurance agent as soon as possible for 

premium quotes and more details.  For a list of crop insurance agents 

in your area, contact the local USDA Farm Service Agency office at 

315-736-3316 or log on to the Risk Management Agency web site at:  

http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/ . 

USDA approves GMO trait in corn that improves ethanol 

production:  USDA approved a new line of corn seed developed by 

Syngenta that has a genetically modified trait enabling expression of 

an optimized alpha-amylase enzyme directly in corn. This 

characteristic will improve  dry grind ethanol production and can be 

easily integrated into existing ethanol production infrastructure.  This 

new corn seed named Enogen by Syngenta can improve the number of 

gallons of ethanol produced  from existing facilities while reducing the 

energy and water consumed in the process and substantially reducing 

carbon emissions. This year Syngenta plans to work with a few 

growers and ethanol producers while ramping up seed production for 

the 2012 season. 

How to make the most of your fertilizer $$$: The biggest savings 

come from knowing what nutrients your crops need and what 

nutrients are supplied by your soil, crop residue and animal manure 

applications. The first step in this process is obtaining a representative 

soil sample from each of your fields.  A representative sample is a core 

sample taken  to an 8 inch depth.  You should take two of these 

samples per acre in each field, mix these subsamples together and 

send about 1 qt of this well mixed soil to the lab for analysis. Many 

labs do an excellent job of accurately determining the quantity of 

nutrients within your sample. The important information that many 

labs don’t provide is the link between those nutrient values they 

measured in the lab and what fertilizer rates you should apply. This 

information should be based on research results from scientific studies 

conducted within your state under your growing conditions and soils.   

Crop Shorts   by Jeff Miller                                                                                     

http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/


GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 
PO Box 65            Office: 
315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 
Corn and Grass Seed 

Bulk & Bag Feed 
Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

 The only lab in NY that can make that claim is AgroOne  a 

division of DairyOne that utilizes lab methods developed by Cornell  

and recommendations developed from Cornell research conducted in 

New York. Soil samples should be taken  in the Fall for the greatest 

accuracy.   

 Animal manure can also be sampled and analyzed. You know 

your farm better than anyone else. You know that there are differences 

between the manure in the bedded pack in your heifer barn vs the 

manure that is collected in the main barn every day.  There also may 

be changes in the nutrient value of your manure when you change the 

type of bedding you use and/or the quantity of bedding being used. It 

makes sense to take representative samples  that reflect these 

different sources of manure.  When the nutrient levels  obtained from 

the lab are combined with a reasonable estimate of the rate of 

application (number of loads/field x average weight per load) you can 

make conservative estimates of nutrients supplied by animal manure. 

Similar credits for nutrients  from crop residues can be applied before 

you calculate the individual fertilizer requirements of each of your 

fields.  

 It would be impractical on most local farms to try to apply 

individual fertilizer types and rates on each and every field . So the first 

step is to list out the recommendations  from the soil tests, subtract 

any contributions from animal manure or crop residues to form a list of 

fields with their actual nutrient requirements.  Then sort  that list by 

similar rates.  It helps to look at these rates in a general way like are 

they in the ratio of 0-1-2, 1-2-2 , 1-1-1.  Nitrogen rates for corn above 

30lbs per acre are usually set aside from these ratios with the thinking 

that they will put on in a different application. Rates and types of 

fertilizer are then selected and multiplied by acreage to come up with 

the  list of tonnages of different fertilizer types that will have to be 

purchased. 

We have planned a workshop on this subject ―Making the Most of your 

fertilizer $$$‖ where we will cover many more related topics including a 

discussion of recent research results on N stabilizer effectiveness. The 

workshop will be held  at the Farm and Home Center in Oriskany on 

March  9th from 1-3pm.  Please call Linda at 736-3394 ext 124 if you 

plan to attend. CCA credits are available. 



Find below the results from  Cornell’s corn variety trial in central New 

York. The only two tables  reprinted here are for medium early varieties 

that are from 85– 105 day hybrids. Most growers producing grain in 

our area should choose hybrids between 80 and 95 day maturities. For 

the rest of the trial results you can go to the following website:   

http://plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/cals/pbg/programs/departmental/corn/ 

2010 Cornell Corn Grain Variety test results:  
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This is a complicated issue and gas leases can be very long term 

commitments. My first thought is don’t sign anything until you 

have done enough research and you have had the advice of a 

legal representative. From what I see we are on the fringe of  

areas that are now in the gas leasing frenzy and we should use 

the time to  educate ourselves so that we can make informed  

decisions. 

Several people, local businesses and agencies have stepped up 

and held meetings to help local land owners learn more about the 

many facets of gas drilling and gas leases. Many local famers  

attended these meetings to become more informed.  Below are 

some additional resources: 

 

Links On DEC Web Site and More 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/42647.html  

 

Gas Leasing Comments 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/1532.html  

 

What Landowners Need to Know About Oil and Gas Wells 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/46288.html  

 

Gas well drilling in the Marcellus Shale 

http://geology.com/royalty/ 

  

Royalty Calculator 

http://www.tlma.org/oilgasleasechecklist.pdf 

  

CHECKLIST FOR NEGOTIATING AN OIL AND GAS LEASE 

http://marcelluscoalition.org/home/  

 

Marcellus Shale Coalition 

http://cce.cornell.edu/EnergyClimateChange/

NaturalGasDev/Pages/default.aspx 

 

Cornell Natural Gas Resource website 

http://extension.psu.edu/naturalgas 

Penn State Cooperative Extension Natural Gas website 

Gas Lease: resources 
By Jeff Miller 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/42647.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/1532.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/46288.html
http://geology.com/royalty/
http://www.tlma.org/oilgasleasechecklist.pdf
http://marcelluscoalition.org/home/
http://cce.cornell.edu/EnergyClimateChange/NaturalGasDev/Pages/default.aspx
http://cce.cornell.edu/EnergyClimateChange/NaturalGasDev/Pages/default.aspx
http://extension.psu.edu/naturalgas


Farmers have a large investment in land, machinery, livestock, and 

equipment and should keep informed about the financial condition of 

their operations. Some useful measures of financial performance can 

be calculates from information found in most farm record books and 

accounting programs. 

Farmers can use financial performance measurements to assess the 

profitability, debt capacity, and the financial risk currently faced by 

their businesses. 

Types of Measures 

The five types of performance measures we will address in this article 

are liquidity, solvency, profitability, financial efficiency, and repayment 

capacity.  

 

Liquidity is the ability of your farm business to meet the financial 

obligations as they come due-to generate enough cash to pay your 

family living expenses and taxes, and make debt payments on time.  

 Current Ratio = Total current farm assets/ Total current farm 

 liabilities  

 Working Capital = Total current farm assets – Total current 

 farm liabilities 

 Working Capital to Gross Revenues = Working capital/Gross 

 farm income 

 

Solvency is the ability of your business to pay all its debts if it were 

sold tomorrow. Solvency is important in evaluating the financial risk 

and borrowing capacity of the business. 

 Farm Debt-to-Asset Ratio = Total farm liabilities/Total farm 

 Assets 

 Farm Equity-to-Assets Ratio = Total farm Net worth/Total farm 

 assets 

 Farm Debt-to-Equity Ratio = Total Farm liabilities/Total farm 

 equity 

 

Profitability is the difference between the value of goods produced 

and the cost of the resources used in their production. 

Net Farm Income = Gross Cash farm income – Total cash farm 

expenses (+/-)      inventory change – depreciation 

Rate of Return on Farm Assets = Net farm income + farm 

interest – Value of Operator labor & Management = Return on 

farm assets/average farm assets 

Operating Profit Margin = Return on farm assets/ Value of farm 

production 

 

 

Financial Performance Measures for Your Farm 
By Bonnie Collins 



Financial efficiency shows how effectively your business used assets 

to generate income. Past performance of the business could well 

indicate potential future achievements. 

 

 Asset-Turnover Rate = Value of farm production/Average farm 

        assets 

This is a measure of efficiency in use of capital. 

Generating a high level of production with a low level of 

capital investment will give a high asset-turnover rate. 

  

 Operating Expense Ratio = Total farm operating expenses 

 excluding interest & Depreciation/Gross farm income 

This shows the proportion of farm income that is used to 

pay operating expensed, not including principle or 

interest.  

 

 Interest Expense Ratio = Farm Interest/Gross farm income 

Shows how much of gross income is used to pay for 

interest on borrowed capital. 

 

Repayment capacity shows the borrower’s (i.e., your) ability to 

repay term debts on time. It includes non-farm income and so it is not 

a measure of business performance.   

 

Capital Debt Repayment Capacity = Net farm income + 

depreciation = net non-farm income – family living & 

income taxes = interest expense on term loans.  

This measure the amount generated from farm and non-

farm sources, to cover debt repayment and capital 

replacement. 

 

Term-Debt Coverage Ration = Capital debt repayment 

capacity/Scheduled principle & interest on term loans 

(includes payment on capital leases) 

 

Using Performance Measures 

The values calculated for farm financial performance should be viewed 

over several years to note trend and to avoid making conclusions 

based on one year’s performance. Values will vary according to the 

business size, location and type of land tenure.  

 

(Continued on the next page) 

 



Comparison values can be obtained by farm business associations 

and organizations, such as Farm Credit East, USDA Farm Service 

Agency, and Cornell’s Dairy Farm Business Summary (DFBS).  

In short, DFBS provides business and financial information in 

evaluating strengths and weakness of your farm business.  

 

Cornell as made available a report on the Progress of the Farm 

Business of New York Dairy Farms, 2009 & Preliminary 

2010, which can be used for your farms performance measures 

comparisons. To request a copy please call or email Bonnie Collins 

(bsc33@cornell.edu 736-3394 x104) or Jim Manning 

(jpm277@cornell.edu 736-3394 x 129) 

 

 

Adapted from Ag Decision Maker Iowa State University, University 

Extension ,Cornell University Dairy Farm Business Summary, and 

USDA of Ag and Market. 

 Although Oneida County is one of the top agricultural producers 

in New York State, many of its residents have inadequate access to 

healthy food.  To help address this multifaceted problem, Rust To 

Green Utica and Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County 

convened New York State’s first local Food Policy Council in December 

2010, with support from The Resource Center for Independent Living 

(RCIL) and the City of Utica. 

 In February, the Council announced the receipt of a $100,000 

grant award from the United States Department of Agriculture’s 

―Hunger Free Communities‖ program. The program is funded from The 

Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (also known as the Farm 

Bill), which authorized $5 million in competitive Federal funding to 

deliver help to Americans in need. Congress appropriated the funding 

partially in response to the USDA study ―Household Food Security in 

the United States‖, which found that 14.6%, or 17 million  

CCE Oneida County partners with Rust-to-Green Utica        

and receives USDA funding for innovative program 

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu
mailto:jpm277@cornell.edu
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households, could not provide enough food for all their members at 

some point during the year.   

 The Utica/Oneida County Food Policy Council is a diverse 

coalition of city and county governments working in concert with 

over two-dozen not-for-profit organizations, educational 

institutions, community coalitions, private sector businesspeople, 

farmers and local citizens. These members have come together to 

research, analyze and recommend improvements to the entire food 

system - production, processing, distribution, consumption and 

post-consumer waste and recycling. Goals include a measurable 

decrease in food insecurity, improved public health, and an 

increase in the sustainability and profitability of the entire local and 

regional food system. 

 The USDA grant will support a comprehensive food system 

assessment, which will identify priority areas for policy and 

program recommendations; educate and engage the public about 

the food system; leverage external resources for food system 

improvements; contribute to economic development; and 

strengthen links among existing food system components. From 

this research, a comprehensive set of recommendations, projects 

and action steps will be developed by the Council to support a 

healthier local community, economy and environment. 

 

"The health of all Americans depends on a sustainable food system 

that makes nutritious food a real choice for everyone, regardless of 

where they live or what their income level. Increasing this access 

has been shown to decrease the rate of diet-related diseases, 

especially among children, while boosting the local economy and 

protecting our common treasure – farmland,‖ said Ron Bunce, 

Executive Director of CCE Oneida County. 

Rust to Green is a program of Cornell University’s Landscape 

Architecture, Education and Natural Resources Departments 

designed to get faculty and students working together with local 

community partners in Upstate NY cities to encourage sustainable 

urban development. Cornell University selected two of these cities, 

Utica and Binghamton, as the pilot sites. In February 2010 a dozen 

community stakeholders convened the first meeting of the Rust to 

Green Utica core team. More info at: http://www.rust2green.org/

utica/ OR on facebook at: Rust To Green Utica.  

http://www.rust2green.org/utica/
http://www.rust2green.org/utica/


Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 

Farm Loans       Crop Insurance 

Agribusiness Loans Credit Life Insurance 

Leasing       Payroll Services 

Appraisal Services  Business Planning  

Tax Services       Estate Planning 

Financial Records    Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

Mark Smith  

Full Time Forage Specialist 

Smith Ag Service   

PO Box 1018 

Morrisville NY 13408      

315-684-7737 

315-447-7579 Mobile 

Congratulations to the First Class of Annie’s Project                    

Participants in New York State 

 Twenty five women from Oneida and Schoharie County are 

the first to complete a six week course in                              

Agricultural Risk Management Education, entitled Annie’s Project. 

Annie’s Project is aimed at empowering women in agriculture to 

become business leaders and partners in today’s farming industry. 

Part of the course materials included, Women and Money,        

Business Farm Planning, Financial Documents, Insurance Basics, 

Marketing, and Labor Management.                                                                            

 This six week course was sponsored by Farm Credit East  

and supported by NBT Bank.                                                              

       A Big Thank you!                                                                     

We are working towards future funding opportunities                         

to offer Annie’s Project again.                                                           

If you would like to know more, please contact Bonnie Collins, 

bsc33@cornell.edu or 315/736-3394 x 104. 

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu


Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

andy.dugan@blueseal.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower                      

Owner/President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry              

for 27 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

“Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities” 
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