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2011 Agriculture Enrollment 
 In the past we have run an enrollment campaign to help 

secure funds to help us cover some of the costs of providing 

agricultural workshops and newsletters.  It has been a difficult year 

for us, those we serve and our nation as we navigate this uncharted 

economic climate. We don’t want to add to your financial burden so 

we are not asking for a financial contribution to be an                 

enrolled member this year. 

We do want to know if you support  Cooperative Extension and you 

can do that by simply calling the office at 736-3394 ext 124,                   

telling us that you want to be an enrolled member and providing us 

with up to date contact information so that we can let you know 

about upcoming programs and workshops. 

Your friends at Cooperative Extension. 

“Annie’s Project” - Empowering Women in Agriculture 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Oneida County and Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Schoharie County are pleased to offer, for the first time in New York State, an 
exciting new program aimed at empowering women in agriculture to become savvy 
business leaders and partners in today’s farming industry. Enrollment is now open for 
the innovative six week course called “Annie’s Project,” which is slated to begin in 
January 2011.   
 Annie grew up in a small Midwest farm community and spent her adult life as 
an involved business partner with her husband on their farm. Together they did great 
things, but it wasn’t always easy. Now, Annie has made it her mission to take her life 
experiences and develop an educational curriculum to share with farm women living and 
working in a complex and dynamic agricultural business environment.  
 Annie’s Project is a six-week course designed to empower farm women to 
manage today’s technology based information systems used in critical agricultural 
decision making processes, and will help participants build a network of support across 
the state. The program will begin Thursday, January 13, 2011, and run six consecutive 
Thursdays through February 17, 2011, each three-hour session from 10:00 a.m. – 
2:00p.m., including one hour for lunch.  The cost is $50.00 person, which includes lunch, 
all course materials, and handouts. Class size is limited, pre-registration will be required.   
 The target audience is farm women with a passion for business and 
involvement.  Work sessions will combine lecture, discussion, individual and small group 
activities, and software training, often interacting between Extension offices through a 
Polycom communications system. Topics will include financial statements, 
recordkeeping, farm business planning, marketing plans, estate planning, insurance 
issues, and other areas. 
 For more information on how to enroll or help sponsor this important program 
please contact Bonnie Collins at Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County at 
315.736.3394 x 104 or email bsc33@cornell.edu or David Cox at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Schoharie County at 518-234-4303/518-296-8310 or email 
dgc23@cornell.edu.  

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu


Upcoming  Events

NYSCHAP: Learn How Your Farm Can Benefit 

On Tuesday November 30that 1:00pm N Y State Cattle Health 

Assurance Program coordinator, Kathy Finnerty will be on site at Collins 

Knoll Farm in Chadwicks to discuss the background of this integrated 

disease prevention program and how your farm can benefit from a farm

-specific herd health plan.  NYSCHAP is comprised of a set of core “best 

management practices” that offer benefits for production, animal 

health, food safety, product quality and ideally profitability.  NYSCHAP 

core module goes the extra mile with additional modules that focus on 

topics such as, but not limited to, environmental pathogens, 

biosecurity, BVD and Johne’s prevention, and most recently, animal 

welfare.  In order to benefit from all of the modules, interested dairy 

farms must first enroll in NYSCHAP core module.  Kathy will be on hand 

to explain in detail the benefits and enrollment process for NYSCHAP.  

Following the discussion there will be a demonstration by Dr. Nick 

Chuff, D.V.M., on the NYSCHAP Animal Welfare Module’s recommended 

dehorning and tail docking procedures. Collins Knoll Farm is located at 

9499 Elm St. just off of Route 8 South in Chadwicks.  All are welcome 

to attend this free program.  Please RSVP by Monday November 29th 

with Marylynn Collins at 736-3394 ext. 132 

Optimizing Woodland Finance:  

Nov. 18, 2010, 8am-5pm,  
at the Farm and Home Center in Oriskany.  

This workshop is designed for anyone who has a role in advising or 

preparing federal tax returns associated with private woodlands.   

Tax preparers (CPAs and Enrolled Agents), foresters, land trust 

managers, and real estate advisors at banks, are common 

participants.  Some woodland owners actively contribute to tax 

preparation and would benefit from the workshop.  Participants 

receive a large 3-ring binder of presentation materials, example 

worksheets, sample federal forms, and supplemental reading.  

Participants have the option of including their contact information on 

the Cornell University Forestry Extension webpage for reference by 

forest owners and others.  Continuing education credits are available 

for CPAs, enrolled agents, and foresters. The cost is $70.00 per 

person which includes meals and materials. Preregistration is 

required by Nov. 5th. To register contact Diana Bryant at 

dlt5@cornell.edu or 607-255-2115.   
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Upcoming Fall and Winter Webinars  

You are invited to view the following webinars at our office in Oriskany, 

simply call ahead so we know how many to expect.  

These webinars are free of charge.  Please RSVP by contacting  

Marylynn Collins at 736-3394 ext. 132. 

November 9, 2010 – Improving Existing Dairy Stalls 

Cows seem to have taught us what they like (and don’t like) about 

dairy stall design and management over the past several decades.  

Successful free stall and tie stall designs becomes the model for how 

the structure and dimensions of older ones can be modified to suit the 

needs of productive dairy cows.  Current recommendations and   

strategies to improve existing stalls will be discussed.  

Webinar begins 8:30AM 

November 11th, 2010, 12 p.m. CST 

Managing Somatic Cell Counts 

This webinar will deal with somatic cell counts: a brief overview of 

SCC, methods for identifying trouble areas and problems cows, ways  

to      reduce SCC, and changes in acceptable bulk tank SCC. 

Ron Erskine 

Origin of somatic cells and the importance of a cow’s immunity 

Jeff Reneau 

Using records to identify problem cows and manage udder health 

Larry Fox 

Keys in prevention of mastitis and practices to lower and maintain     

lowered SCC 

January 11, 2011 –                                                                      

Shelter Alternatives for  Weaned Heifers 

Weaned heifers up to 4–6 months of age typically require special care 

and management to continue to grow, remain healthy, and become 

productive members of the herd. Providing the proper environment to 

meet this important group’s needs and minimize stress is an essential 

ingredient in developing a successful heifer rearing program. The 

unique needs of this age group and a variety of shelter options will be 

discussed. Webinar begins at 8:30AM 

**Please note NEW date and time** 

On December 8, 2010, Cornell Cooperative Extension               

will offer an informational class on Estate Planning and           

Transitioning at 1pm at 121 Second Street, Oriskany NY.  



UPCOMING EVENT: Engaging Consumers through Social 

Marketing – Webinar Series on Using Social Media 

Beginning in November, CCE will host a monthly series of webinars from 

the Farmers Market Federation of New York for consumers, farmers and 

farmers’ market managers. Social marketing uses free online 

networking sites to connect with consumers in an interactive way, 

engaging them in conversation and promoting your farm or farmers’ 

markets.  

”The challenge is that  farmers markets and farm stands are not well 

versed in using social marketing to make those connections, and 

consumers don’t realize the opportunity to use this technology to 

increase their understanding of locally produced products,” offers Bob 

Buccieri, President of the Board of the FMFNY and farmers market 

administrator in Seneca Falls. 

The goal of the program is to have farmers’ markets and farm stands 

use social marketing to engage consumers, build a sense of ownership 

with their site’s fans and followers and increase consumer awareness 

and participation in farmers markets and farm stands, generating 

additional sales for farmers, engagement with local producers and 

support for the communities which host farmers markets. 

Joe Stabb, Marketing Director for Onondaga County’s OnCenter and 

social media trainer, will provide the series. The webinars will discuss 

how to set up an account and build a page/site and how to use the site 

to market a farm or market, including: 

Defining social marketing through online social networking sites 

Discuss using Foursquare, Facebook, YouTube and blogs 

Tips and hints on successful use of each medium 

How to develop a marketing campaign through the cross utilization 

of networking sites 

Farmers Market Managers and direct marketing farmers are encouraged 

to participate.  

You can join the webinar from your own computer.  Preregistration is 

required; contact the Farmers Market Federation at 315-637-4690 or 

email deggert@nyfarmersmarket.com.  

Or you can join your neighbors and CCE Oneida County staff at the 

Farm and Home Center (121 Second Street, Oriskany) for the evening 

sessions only.  Pre-registration is required; contact Jim Manning at 

jpm277@cornell.edu or 736-3394 x129.   

Social Media and Foursquare 

Dates: Nov 16, 12:30 – 1:30pm and Nov 18, 7 – 8pm 

Face it: Facebook is Here to Stay! 

Dates: December 14th, 12:30 – 1:30pm and December 16th, 7-8pm 

Blogs – The ―Interactive‖ Website  

Dates: January 18th, 12:30 – 1:30pm and January 20, 7-8pm 

YouTube – See and Be Seen, Plus How to Create a Well Rounded 

Social Media Campaign 

Dates: February 8, 12:30 – 1:30pm and Feb 10, 7-8pm 

mailto:deggert@nyfarmersmarket.com
mailto:jpm277@cornell.edu


Milk Price Watch for Oneida County 

Thirteen months through September 2010 

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the 

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  When 

MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also shows the total 

price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or estimated payments. 

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix  

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).           

Your actual check will depend on these factors. 

Farm Wanted:  Looking for a small dairy/horse farm with               

100-300 acres. 40-50 acres tillable, 30-50 pasture and the rest 

woods for firewood & timber. Tie stall barn to hold 5-10 milking cows 

& 30-40 heifers. Contact John U. Hershberger,                             

798-A Five Mile Line Rd., Ogdensburg, NY 13669.  

New Winter Market 

The new Rod Mill Indoor Market, 530 Harbor Way Road in Rome 

plans to be open Saturdays and Sundays year-round and is seeking 

farmers’ market vendors.  For complete information, go to 

www.rodmillindoormarket.com or call (315) 336-3111. 

http://www.fmmone.com/
http://www.rodmillindoormarket.com
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A View Two Weeks after the Warranty Expires 

By: Sandy Buxton, Cornell Cooperative Extension,                       

Washington County 

 As a follow-up to coverage of the installation of 2 milking robots 

on the 80 cow Windstott Farm in Genoa, NY, I stopped to visit Bill and 

Trina Kilcer early one morning in August.  Now that the Lely Astronauts 

have been in use for a year, it is interesting to learn about the pros and 

cons the farm has experienced. 

 

The Good: 

     The decision – it was the right one.  With Bill in his 50s, this is 

allowing the farm to grow with less physical stress.  It can only be a 

positive for the future of the farm. 

     Windstott Farm has increased herd size by 40 animals and 

improved average herd milk production from 69 pounds to the low 80s 

without any additional hired labor! 

     The cow health has improved due to Bill and Trina’s use of 

management information available through the robot units.  For 

example, the scale platform on which the cows stand while being 

milked allows the farm to catch changes in body weights.  The couple 

has found they can pick up ketosis much faster because milk drop and 

body weight loss occur at the same time. 

     The cull rate has dropped which allowed the farm to cull the bottom 

part of the herd while still adding herd numbers through heifer 

calvings. 

 

The Bad: 

     There is a tremendous learning curve.  Technology does NOT solve 

all of your problems, it creates many new ones.  Any manager looking 

at moving in this direction will have to learn lots of new tech skills 

(dealing with software, wrestling with equipment, troubleshooting, etc).  

But the operator must also learn or re-learn new systems for 

identifying, tracking and solving cow health issues because the cows 

are no longer coming through the parlor several times a day. 

     On a practical level, the farm has to figure out how to perform 

several basic needs in a new way like footbaths and barn cleaning.  

Since the robotic milking units were retro-fitted into an older freestall, 

it was difficult to plan ahead.  There needs to be some creativity and 

ingenuity employed to make everything work well.  

     In another “we should have” moment, Bill and Trina wish they had 

made the special needs area larger.  It is used for a fresh cow 

transition group as well as sick cows.  They have one with each robot 

but with the increase in herd size it is hard to keep a cow in it for the 

full 20 days before they run out of space. 

 

 



Reality: 

     The farm expected to drop on milk while construction for the 

robots disturbed the barn’s peaceful atmosphere.  What was 

discovered was far different as milk production began its climb as 

cows got up to check out all of the activity causing them to swing by 

the feedbunk/water trough and have another snack to eat. 

     Bill and Trina thought most of the big bugs would be out of the 

system since they have been being installed around the U.S. for a few 

years.  They aren’t.  It seems like every unit is with a new support 

business so there is much confusion to overcome.  Some are big – 

how to get information out of the computer system.  Others are 

smaller but still key – how to program the set-up so the information 

comes in pounds and tons rather than kilograms and liters! 

     Be prepared for lots of learning!  Everything is new and different.  

While that can be exciting and offer opportunities, if you are not 

prepared for it, it can be a shock.  

Final Thoughts: 

     So what are some points to understand?  According to Jason 

Karszes, Farm Financial Management with PRO-Dairy, the farms 

achieving the most success with robots are the cow people who are 

adapting to the new system and using them for milking labor and 

information generation.  While less animal oriented managers struggle 

to more successfully manage the cows and technology. 

     Robots are not a completely labor-free, hands-off method for 

operating a dairy farm.  They are a tool, substituting technology for 

labor while generating lots of information in the process. 

     For most robots, the owner is called on a cell phone when there 

are “problems” – cow stuck, attachment failed or an alert appears on 

the computer detailing many other things.  The seriousness of the call 

may not be obvious but it is still important to respond and handle it, 

whether or not it is 2 a.m. and snowing.  It is important to remember 

in a system designed to run 24 hours/day, shut down time is a 

problem for the cows waiting to be milked or a system that needs to 

wash. 

     Do your research if this is something that interests you.  It 

provides an opportunity for farms to get off the hired labor treadmill 

but requires significant investment and the ability to adapt, adjust and 

embrace technology. 

Are you looking to ease out of full-time dairying over the next few  

years?  Experienced farmhand is looking for a transitional position       

on a dairy farm, leading eventually to an ownership position.                     

Call Tom at (315) 717-7164  

NOTICE:  Dairy Farmers - H.P. Hood in Vernon is still looking for 

local farmers interested in feeding Whey by-product. If interested, 

contact Phillip Campbell or Steve Shaw at 829-2350. For more in-

formation contact Marty Broccoli, CCE at 736-3394  Ext. 121. 



 As October comes to a close many of you have probably 

finished harvesting corn silage and are gearing up for combining.  

Perhaps you’re considering taking off an additional alfalfa hay crop if 

time, storage space and Mother Nature allows.  Regardless of the 

stage of harvesting you might be in, a successful feeding system can 

be achieved through the consistent delivery of balanced rations and 

management of your forage inventories.  Routine monitoring of forage 

dry matter (DM) and a plan for submitting forage samples to the 

forage lab is an important starting point in determining the success of 

this year’s harvest.  With the exception of water, cows receive all the 

nutrients they need from the dry matter of the feeds put in front of 

them. Consistently monitoring and adjusting for DM changes can help 

to eliminate errors in delivering accurate rations.  The ration that is 

formulated on paper can vary significantly from the ration that ends 

up in front of the cow and from the ration actually digested by the 

cow.  This variation is most likely due to inaccurate DM values of your 

forages.  Dry matter can easily be monitored on the farm using either 

a Koster-tester or microwave oven with relatively low investment of 

your time and funds.  When choosing the microwave method, be sure 

to place a container of water in the back corner of the microwave to 

prevent scorching of the sample, and consider using an alternative 

microwave oven that is not designated for the home kitchen.   (Your 

spouse will appreciate this move.)  The use of microwave oven for 

determining DM values can be lengthy, but still a viable on farm 

option.  In regards to the use of a Koster-tester pay attention to the 

chop length of your sample, particularly with corn silage samples.  You 

are likely to achieve a more accurate reading of DM with a finer chop.  

Evidence of this was experienced first-hand during the Corn Dry Down 

Day hosted by CCE back in September of this year.  The equipment 

used to chop the corn stalk sample was not running properly.  As a 

result, the corn samples submitted where shredded vs. chopped into 1

-1/2” sections and we had not allowed for the extra time needed to 

dry down the samples provided.  Our take home message that day:  

The finer the chop, the more accurate the DM measurement can be.  

The basic calculation needed for determining DM is as follows: Starting 

wet weight – finished dry weight /starting wet weight X 100.  Discuss 

with your nutritionist a specific plan for testing forage dry matter. 

Take into consideration the forage type, storage structure, weather 

and interval between testing.  Consider making the time to post 

written instructions for determining DM that are well understood by 

the feeder or mixer on your farm.  Having a plan in place for on farm 

DM readings can be beneficial and useful tool to rely on while 

additional DM values are calculated at the forage lab.   

Forage Quality: Knowing What You Have Impacts Your 

Feeding Plan 

By Marylynn Collins 
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Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 

Farm Loans       Crop Insurance 

Agribusiness Loans Credit Life Insurance 

Leasing       Payroll Services 

Appraisal Services  Business Planning  

Tax Services       Estate Planning 

Financial Records    Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

Changes can be made to the ration in a timelier manner without 

sacrificing dry matter intake or production. Dry matter should be 

monitored weekly for all forages and there may be times when you 

need to monitor it several times in one week.  Think of DM testing as 

an investment in your current feeding system rather than another 

expense to budget for. 

 In addition to determining DM, submitting your forage samples 

for analysis can help determine the quality of forages your feeding 

system depends on to reach your production goals.  Don’t sell your 

efforts to put up high quality feeds short by not submitting forage 

samples. How can you know what ration changes to make, what 

proportions of NDFd to concentrate to alter or  future cropping or 

harvesting changes to plan for if you don’t know what you are 

currently working with? The frequency of submitting forage samples 

will vary depending on storage structure, type of feed and feeding 

management. All forages should be sampled monthly.  Don’t interpret 

the cost of forage analysis as an added expense to avoid, but rather 

as good insurance for your feeding program.   The $16.00 you invest 

now for each forage sample can end up saving you hundreds of dollars 

down the road.  Up to date analysis aid in properly balanced rations 

and help to minimize fluctuations in production levels while supporting 

overall herd health. When choosing to stretch the budget don’t entirely 

eliminate the option to sample forages routinely.  Alfalfa and hay crops 

can be sampled when obvious quality changes are observed.  Under 

ideal harvest and storage conditions corn silage samples could be 

stretched to an every other month sampling schedule.  The 

consistency of your forages plays a role in determining an ideal 

sampling schedule. More consistent forages mean less of need to 

sample and vice versa.   A complete list of services and resources for 

determining forage quality are available on Dairy One’s Forage Lab 

website at http://www.dairyone.com/Forage/FactSheet/

http://www.dairyone.com/Forage/FactSheet/Fermentation.htm


Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 

AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYER REQUIRED POSTERS 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 
PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 



EEO- English 

http://www.dol.gov/ofccp/regs/compliance/posters/pdf/eeopost.pdf 

EEO-Spanish 

http://www.dol.gov/ofccp/regs/compliance/posters/pdf/eeosp.pdf 

 

Federal Minimum Wage Poster- English 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/minwagep.pdf 

Federal Minimum Wage Poster-Spanish 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/minwagespP.pdf 

 

OSHA Poster-English 

http://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3165.pdf 

OSHA Poster-Spanish 

http://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3167.pdf 

 

NYS Minimum Wage-Agriculture 

http://www.labor.state.ny.us/formsdocs/wp/LS207_2009.pdf 

 

Employee Polygraph Protection 

http://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/osdbu/eppac.pdf 

Employee Polygraph Protection-Spanish 

http://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/osdbu/eppaspan.pdf 

 

Right to Know- NYS Department of Health 

http://www.nyhealth.gov/nysdoh/rtk/rtk.pdf 

 

Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act-  

Your Rights under USERRA 

http://www.dol.gov/vets/programs/userra/USERRA_Private.pdf 

 

Employers with Migrant Workers: 

 

Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act (in color) 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/mspaensp.pdf 

Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act (B & W) 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/mspaenspbw.pdf 

 

Housing Terms and Conditions 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/forms/wh521.pdf 

 

Employers with H2A workers 

 

Employee Rights Under the H2A Program- English 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/posters/pdf/WHD1491Eng_H2A.pdf 

Employee Rights Under the H2A Program- Spanish 

http://www.dol.gov/whd/posters/pdf/WHD1491Span_H2A.pdf 

Printable Posters 

http://www.dol.gov/ofccp/regs/compliance/posters/pdf/eeopost.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/ofccp/regs/compliance/posters/pdf/eeosp.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/minwagep.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/minwagespP.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3165.pdf
http://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3167.pdf
http://www.labor.state.ny.us/formsdocs/wp/LS207_2009.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/osdbu/eppac.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/oasam/programs/osdbu/eppaspan.pdf
http://www.nyhealth.gov/nysdoh/rtk/rtk.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/vets/programs/userra/USERRA_Private.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/mspaensp.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/posters/mspaenspbw.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/forms/wh521.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/posters/pdf/WHD1491Eng_H2A.pdf
http://www.dol.gov/whd/posters/pdf/WHD1491Span_H2A.pdf


LIGHTING AND VENTILATION 

 SQUEEZE  MORE SAVINGS INTO THE BOTTOM LINE       

by Mary Wrege      

Our October 2010 Farm Flash Issue discussed vacuum pumps and  

milk cooling/heat exchangers as areas to look at when considering 

farm energy use and efficiency.  This month, we will discuss lighting 

and ventilation.  Using energy on the farm costs big money, but using 

energy efficiently can save money.  Making informed electrical energy 

decisions and implementing cost-effective energy efficiency strategies 

could help reduce a farm’s energy consumption and costs by 15, 20, 

30, even 35% or more. 

As noted earlier, a typical dairy farm’s high-energy use equipment 

includes the milking parlor operation, refrigeration, ventilation and 

lighting.  According to the New York State Energy Research and 

Development Authority (NYSERDA) published 2003 Dairy Farm Energy 

Audit Summary, the following categories were identified for NY dairies 

in energy consumption: 

 Vacuum Pumps  17% 

 Milk Cooling   25% 

 Lighting   24% 

 Ventilation   22% 

 Manure Handling     4% 

 Electric Water Heating     4% 

 Feeding Equipment       3% 

 Misc.         1%                                   

Lighting                                                                                   

Lighting is a substantial energy input and represents 24% of the total 

electric usage on NY dairies.  Farmers often don’t realize just how 

much energy they are using across all their lighting systems.  The 

most effective energy conservation measure for dairy lighting systems 

is to replace inefficient luminaries with higher efficiency types. 

Lighting Type: Energy Conservation 

Measure: 

% Energy           

Savings: 

Incandescent Convert to halogen lamps 20-38% 
  

Incandescent Convert to compact fluores-

cent, if appropriate 

75% 

Incandescent Convert to fluorescent tube 

luminaries 

80-85% 

Fluorescent T-12              

magnetic ballasts 

Convert to fluorescent T-8 

with energy efficient ballasts 

25% 

Mercury Vapor Convert to Metal Halide, if 

appropriate 

43-54% 

Mercury Vapor Convert to High Pressure  

Sodium, if appropriate 

44-59% 

      



Remember to think about the lighting usage not only in the milking 

parlor, but also in the parlor stalls and holding area, calf housing, 

equipment washing areas, as well as the outdoor grounds. 

VENTILATION 

Air circulation and ventilation systems on dairy farms provide fresh air 

to dairy cows and diminish heat stress.  The value and importance of 

providing a comfortable environment for the high-producing dairy cow 

is demonstrated by the expanding use of air circulation dn other 

cooling methods.  The effects of heat stress on dairy cows have been 

well documented and include: 

Reduction in feed intake 

Drop in milk production by 20-30% 

Increased susceptible to mastitis and other diseases 

Reduced conception rates and other reproductive problems. 

To reduce the effects of heat stress on dairy cows, a variety of 

measures have been developed that include: 

Natural ventilation 

Shading 

Circulation fans – basket, box, cyclone, high-volume sow 

speed fans 

Circulation fans with evaporative cooling – low pressure 

sprinkler and high pressure mister applications. 

Consider getting a base-line energy evaluation done, both analyzing 

the short and long-term strategies to energy conservation and 

efficiency, along with the expected return on investment.  Using       

pre-qualified consultants, NYSERDA offers these evaluations to farm 

operations.  NYSERDA will pay up to $1500 and most farm audits end 

up being free to the farmer.  The final cost depends on the size of the 

operation. 

For more information log onto NYSERDA’s website at:                 

http://www.nyserda.org/Programs/Agricultural/default.asp 

Or contact:  Mary Wrege at CCE Oneida Co.  e-mail:  

mpw57@cornell.edu or call  315-736-3394  ext. 131. 

http://www.nyserda.org/Programs/Agricultural/default.asp
mailto:mpw57@cornell.edu


Crop Shorts ―Best Picks‖ 
By Jeff Miller 

The best picks are provided by Cornell Cooperative Extension with the 

intent of providing growers with the best information on hybrids that 

have done well in our area. This information is provided by individual 

seedsman that sell seed to growers in our area and have variety trials 

planted locally. This is a summarization of their selection of their best 

three varieties for corn grain, corn silage, soybean and alfalfa. 

Information from Cornell variety trials are not available at this time  

but will be printed in a future Farm Flash. We thank the seedsman   

who provided the information below.  

Mycogen: Art Graves                                                                                                       

Corn Grain                                                                                                                         
2P172 - continues to be a winner at 85 days. Strong agronomics for a 

tall hybrid, flexible for soil type, high moisture or dry shell.  A very 

stable hybrid available in many trait versions.  Can be dual purpose                                                                                           

2T224 - High yielding, hybrid for the best soils.  88 day hybrid with  

the yield of 100 RM, available in multiple trait versions including 

SmartStax.                                                                                    

2J337 - 92 day very flexible hybrid.  Handles all soil types and 

populations.  Available in SmartStax, best choice for Oneida 

Co.      Can be dual purpose.                                                                            

Corn Silage                                                                                                                   
BMR F2F622 108 day high yielding BMR, strongest BMR yields and 

agronomics,  Available in Herculex 1/RR and SmartStax.                                                                                       

BMR F2F488 100 Day High Yielding BMR, semi-flex ear, foundation 

hybrid with great agronomics                                                                                                                  

BMR F2F383 95 day BMR yields with any conventional hybrid, Tall, 

attractive, early BMR.  available in Herculex 1/RR and Triple stack.  

Best choice for Oneida Co.                                                             

Soybeans                                                                                                                    
5B111RR -  Grp 1.1  a bushy bean, widely adapted to all row widths 

due to its medium height.  Strong agronomics with solid yield potential                                                    

5N142RR – Grp 1.4   a medium bushy bean, widely adapted to all 

row widths, solid performance throughout Central, NY                                                                      

5N180RR2 – Grp 1.8  a medium bushy bean, widely adapted to all 

row widths, excellent disease tolerance, High yield potential for your 

best bean ground.                                                                      

Alfalfa                                                                                                                      

4A415 - replacement for the popular 4A421 improvements in disease 

tolerance and yield.  Excellent performance in Cornell variety trials.                                                            

4S419 - Popular alfalfa for higher altitude and heavier soils.  Strong 

yield and quality characteristics as shown in Cornell Variety trials                                                       

4S417 - A new hybrid alfalfa with strong agronomics and yield, well 

suited to high yield alfalfa scenario's   
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Pioneer: Andy Mower                                                                             

Corn Grain                                                                                          
38N88 HX1  90 Day Performs well over different soil types and 

management conditions                                                             
38P43 HXX  95 Day  Excellent yield , very good test weight and great 

dry down                                                                          
35F48 AM1  103 Day  Outstanding yield, NY contest winner!!  great 

stalks,                                                                                   
Corn Silage                                                                                              
38H08 HX1 92 day , PHD Hybrid,High quaility silage with excellent 

tonnage                                                         
P0125HR  100  day  PHD Hybrid, Very high yield potential High ranks 

for Milk per Acre 
34A89   108 day PHD Hybrid, An outstanding choice for silage Quality. 

Strenghts include starch content, fiber and whole plant digestibility                                                       

Soybeans                                                                                                              

91Y20 Grp 1.2  great yield and harvest standability, super field 

emergence                                                                                             

91Y90 Grp 1.9 A leader variety for mid- to late group 1                                                    

92Y31 Grp 2.3 Great harvest standability, a real leader in early group2                        

Alfalfa                                                                                                                    

54Q32 High forage Quailty, Very hardy winterhardiness, thin stem                                 

55V48 High -yielding five-dormant variety with excellent pest 

resistance                                                                                             

55V12 anti Lodging, Excellent standability for reduced harvest loss 

Dekalb / Asgrow: Scott Walker                                                         

Corn Grain                                                                                               
DKC36-64 – VT3  Very good dry down and harvest appearance, great 

stress and drought tolerance. Outstanding emergence and seedling 

growth.                                                                               
DKC38-89 – VT3 Excellent yield potential, very good stalk and root 

strength, proven and consistent.                                                                                                  
DKC40-22—SS(Smartstax)  Rapid emergence and seedling growth, 

very good drought tolerance, excellent root strength, flowers early for 

relative maturity                                                                    
Corn Silage                                                                                             
DKC42-91— VT3 Dual Purpose, versatile for many environments, 

consistent and Silage Proven                                                                                                        
DKC46-07 – SS(Smartstax) Dual purpose, strong roots, excellent 

silage potential over a wide range of soil types, very good greensnap 

tolerance and Silage Proven.                                                         
DKC53-45— SS(Smartstax) Outstanding NDFd, excellent milk per ton 

and milk per acres potential, excellent emergence and seedling growth.                                                    



Soybeans                                                                                            
AG0730—Grp 0.7  RR2Y Widely adapted product with high yield 

potential and defensive traits, performance across all soil types, 

resistance to soybean Cyst Nematode                                          
AG1703 – Grp 1.7  RR Aggressive growth for high yield potential, 

multi-race phytophthora protection, moderate resistance to race 3 

SCN, good iron package with defensive traits.                            
AG2031 –Grp 2.0  RR2Y Resistance to SCN race 3, protection against 

Races of phytopthora, high performance potential across soil types 

and yield levels                                                                     
Alfalfa                                                                                                     
DKA40-20 HG Excellent Potato Leafhopper resistance, very good 

forage quality, excellent disease resistance and yield potential.                                                                
DKA43-13 Excellent yield potential and forage quality, excellent 

disease resistance index rating(30 out of 30), very winter hardy and 

fast regrowth (green-up) after harvest.                                     
DKA50-18 Unique combination of fall dormancy and winterhardiness 

for FD5, excellent forage yield and quality, widely adapted FD5, well 

adapted to a 3-4 cut system, excellent disease resistance index rating

(30out of 30)  
 

Chemgro: Tom Brouillette                                                                                                                                                  
Corn Grain 
CHEMGRO 5011 90 DAY UPRIGHT LEAVES                                                         
W/P250  TALL,STAY GREEN,FAST DRYING GRAIN 
Corn Silage  
Chemgro 5701  97 day  Conventional Good on no-till/convential 

Tillage.  Dry Down & Quality/Quanity Tons                                                                                                 

Soybeans                                                                                                           

CHEMGRO 2043R2   Grp 2.0 NEW GENUITY RR2 YIELD 

LINE,EXCELLENT WHITE MOLD RESISTANCE                                                                                                                

ALFALFA                                                                                                                     

Chemgro 722  Blend of good Alfalfas to fit Todays Farm Economy          

 

TA Seeds: Dawn and Buddy Richardson                                                     
Corn Grain                                                                                           
TA290-08   89 day, excellent dry down and test weight. Excellent 

emergence. Comes in conventional, roundup ready, liberty link and 

corn rootworm.                                                                     
TA451-00   95 day, Excellent grain yield and test weight, excellent 

stalk strength, likes high populations, comes in roundup ready, 

conventional, corn rootworm and corn borer.                                          
TA370-00   92 day, Fast dry down, excellent emergence and stalk 

strength, good test weight, Comes in conventional, corn borer and 

liberty link.                                                                             



Corn Silage                                                                                             
TA481-00ND   98 day,  Nutridense, excellent emergence and yield,  

An alternative to BMR corn, excellent digestibility and stands very well. 

Available in conventional and roundup ready.                                                                                                           
TA310-00F   90 day, Leafy silage, thick stalk, tall for a 90 day corn, 

excellent tonnage, very digestible, Comes in conventional and roundup 

ready.                                                                               
TA501-00   100 day,  Dual purpose, tall plant, like high population, 

early emergence                                                                   
Soybeans                                                                                                 
TA1209R     Grp 1.2  Bushy plant, excellent white mold resistance, 

roundup ready                                                                   
TA1719R    Grp 1.7  Bushy plant, excellent yield, excellent white mold 

resistance, roundup ready                                                                                                
TS1609L    Grp 1.6    Bushy plant, excellent white mold resistance, 

Liberty-link                                                                             
Alfalfa                                                                                                       
Starbuck   Deep rooted, fast growth, high quality, high yield, good 

disease resistance                                                                             
Integrity   Branch and tap root, deep set crowns, resistance to root 

rot 

 

Growmark FS: Mark Bailey                                                                      

Corn Grain                                                                                                       

FS 3989VT3 (89 RM) - Outstanding yields for it's maturity. Handles a 

wide range of soil types & tillage practices. Fast Grain drydown & 

strong Stalks.                                                                          
FS 4501VT3 (95 RM) - New Introduction for 2011. New Grain Leader! 

Adapts to wide range of soil types, that features excellent standibilty, 

fast drydown & heavy test wt.                                                      
FS 4707VT3 & Smart Stax (97 RM) - Very Solid agronomic package 

that offers  deep kernels & a small cob for superior test wt.                                                               

Corn Silage                                                                                                       

FS 4373VT3 (93 RM) - (XFP rated)Consistent performer. Excellent 

whole-plant digestibility & high grain content.To maximize yields & milk 

production; push the population & plant 

early.                                                                                   
FS 5288VT3 (102 RM) - (XFP rated)Premium silage product. Superior 

quality & tremendous yields. Good ear flex allows for wide range of 

plant populations & adapts to a wide range of soil types.                           

FS 5565 (105 RM) - conventional (NON- Roundup Ready)                                                   

FS 5667GT3 (106 RM) - Triple stack version of FS 5565. (XFP rated) - 

Big Time yields with premium whole plant digestibility. Excels when 

planted early.                                     
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Soybeans                                                                                                                     

HS 19A02 RR2Y (group 1.9) - New introduction for 2011. Average 

12% more yield vs commercial varieties. Plant type is Med-Bush & can 

plant in 30" to Drill situations. Offers RR2Y(Roud-up Ready to Yield) 

Technology.                                                                                       

HS 199RR (group 1.9) - Consistence performer. Good choice for tough 

conditions. Top yielder in Cornell test for a number of years.                                                                          

HS 217RR (group 2.1) - Proven powerhouse. Consistent top-end 

yielder in state trials. #1 choice where white mold is present. Handles 

30" to drill.                                                                                       

Alfalfa                                                                                                                       

Lancer - Dormancy 4 & Winter Hardiness 2. HR on top 5 diseases &  

HR to Potato Leaf Hopper. Excellent forage quality in a 3/4 cut system.                                                     

Marvel - Dormancy 4 & WH 2. HR to major diseases. Our Top yielding 

variety that offers optimum relative feed value. Fast recovery after 

cutting.                                                                                              

Mariner III - Dormancy 4 & WH 2. HR to all major diseases. It's 

branching roots performs in a wide range of soil types, where 

conventional taproot varieties fail. Excellent yields.  

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 

Oneida County’s Agricultural     

District Open Enrollment will be 

January 1, 2011 to January, 31 

2011.  If you are interested in 

enrolling your property into an 

agricultural district, please        

contact Guy Sassaman at Oneida 

Counties Department of       

Planning, Boehlert Center @                  

Union Station, 321 Main St.         

3rd Floor, Utica, NY 13501 or        

798-5710. If you would like more 

information on Farmland          

Protection, Agricultural Districts 

or Agricultural Assessment         

contact Remi Link at 736-3394 

ext. 111 or find it on the web at  

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/

oneida/AED/OC%20Farmland%

20Protection/FPB.htm 

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/AED/OC%20Farmland%20Protection/FPB.htm
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/AED/OC%20Farmland%20Protection/FPB.htm
http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/AED/OC%20Farmland%20Protection/FPB.htm


There are many choices available to growers who are purchasing corn 

seed today.  Growers have to identify potential pest problems they will 

encounter on a field by field basis. For example a grower might have 

wirestem muhly or some other stubborn perennial weeds that could 

best be handled by a roundup application in season which could be 

made if a roundup ready variety is selected to be planted in the field. A 

grower may also have a 3rd year corn field and noticed western corn 

rootworm beetles in the field and may want to select a corn variety 

that has a built in resistance to corn rootworm rather then to buy 

treated seed. Corn seed is sold without traits like those sited above 

(conventional) , they can be sold with single traits for example: 

roundup ready seed, they can be sold  as stacked varieties having 

more then one trait in the variety like CRW resistance and Roundup 

ready or they could also be pyramid varieties with more then one BT 

protein to control CRW or ECB. Corn seed can cost more then $300/bag 

and farmers need to make accurate assessments of what they need 

and match them up with seed that will meet their need. The resource 

people noted above have put these tables together to help you know 

what traits are in each variety.  Insect targets listed in the tables in-

clude: CRW-corn rootworm, ECB european corn borer,  FAW fall army-

worm, BCW black cutworm, CEW-corn ear worm, SB– stalk borer and 

WBC western bean cutworm. Herbicide tolerant traits:  LL Liberty Link, 

and GT or  RR2  which are roundup ready or glyphosate tolerant. 

Knowing traits available in seed                                                     

for corn production for comparison shopping  
                                                Resource: Chris Defonzo, Michigan State University and                                                          

                                                                  Eileen Cullen, Wisconsin University 





Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

POHL’S FEEDWAY INC. 

—————————————— 

Feeds & Crop Needs 

Custom Mixed Feeds 

PO Box 246  4560 Verona Rd 

Vernon NY 13476 

 

Dana Pohl  Cell: 796-9005 

Gary E. Sherwood, CCA   

Cell: 796-9004 
 

Phone: 315/829/2753 

Toll Free: 800/982/0851 

Fax: 315/829/2273 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 

years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

Mark Smith  

Full Time Forage Specialist 

Smith Ag Service   

PO Box 1018 

Morrisville NY 13408      

315-684-7737 

315-447-7579 Mobile 
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