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National Media Filming at VVS Biomass Lab   

(Sampling and Camera crew in Switchgrass) 
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Camille Wrege, Mary Wrege (CCE Educator),  

Keith Schiebel (VVS Agri-science teacher), 
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Upcoming  Events

The Southern Tier Sheep & Wool Growers Wool Pool will be held  

September 11 & 12, 2010  

at the Otsego County Fair Grounds in Morris NY.   

The pool will be open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on both days.   

Come and view Cornell Cooperative Extension’s                           

Parker Scripture Botanical Gardens                                                                   

The gardens are designed and maintained by                                

Master Gardener volunteers.                                                         

The Master Gardeners have set garden work sessions,                    

stop by and visit and feel free to ask questions on :                      

Tuesdays 9am to noon and 5pm to dusk and                               

Saturdays during August from 9am to noon.                                 

Stroll through the different garden areas:                                    

perennials, annuals, vegetable garden, butterfly house                    

and have a snack in the pavilion.                                                      

The gardens are open every day from dawn to dusk free of charge.     

Area Farmers Markets are in Full Swing 

 
 Boonville Farmers' Market 

Thursdays, 12 noon to 6 pm 

June 3 - October 14 

Camden Farm & Craft Market                                 

In the Village Park 

Saturdays, 9am to 1pm 

Clinton Farmers' Market                                        

On the Village Green in Clinton 

Thursdays, 10 am to 5 pm 

June 10 - Oct 14  

Rome Farmers' Market                     

Fridays 9am to 5pm 

May 7 - early November  

Sherrill Farmers' Market                

Reilly Mumford Park  

Tuesdays, 12 pm - 5:30 pm 

Trenton Farmers' Market     

Village Green Holland Patent 

Saturdays, 9 am to 1 pm 

Utica Farmers' Market         

Chancellor Park,  Elizabeth St          

Wednesdays, 8 am to 5:00 

Waterville Farmers' Market  

Wednesdays, 11 am to 5 pm 

June 2 - October 27 

Visit www.cceoneida.com for more information 
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 The field demonstration plots of Bioenergy Crops at Vernon-

Verona-Sherrill (VVS) High School were the feature of the National 

Future Farmers of America (FFA) Organization's filming to highlight the 

importance of research-based agricultural education in our school 

systems.  The July 1, 2010 national filming event brought continued 

recognition to a stellar agricultural program that has been developing 

demonstration field plots of Shrub Willow, Energy Sorghum and 

Switchgrass. 

 Renewable energy can be generated from annual crops such as 

corn, soybean, sorghum, or canola, but also for perennials such as 

switchgrass and shrub willow.  The biomass (plant tissue) is converted 

to liquid fuels or combusted to generate heat and electricity for 

residential, light-industrial and industrial use.  Perennial grasses and 

shrub willow are highly sustainable sources of biomass, because of their 

tolerance of  poor soils, low fertilizer and pesticide requirements, and 

their ability to be harvested multiple times from a single planting.  

 Annuals, like energy sorghum, related to corn and sugar cane, 

are highly productive under low fertilizer, water and pesticide 

conditions.  

 In collaboration with Cornell Cooperative Extension, Cornell 

University and SUNY-ESF researchers, V.V.S. High School's award-

winning agricultural program is hosting these field trials.  Proposed in 

2008 by CCE Educator Mary Wrege to Keith Schiebel, V.V.S. AgriScience 

Teacher, field planting began in 2009.  In conjunction with  University 

oversight, students have spearheaded the seasonal maintenance and 

data collection that supports the various objectives of the research 

plots.  Additionally, cultivation and maintenance of the plots has also 

been generously provided by the Regner farm.  This project 

demonstrates how these crops can be grown on marginal land not used 

for food or feed crops.  These fields offer students and growers hands-

on exposure to the opportunities, including additional income streams 

for producers, as well as developing workforce skills,  in the emerging 

bio-economy. 

For more information: 

Mary Wrege, CCE Oneida County (mpw57@cornell.edu) 

Keith Schiebel, VVS High School (kschiebel@vvsschools.org) 

Local "BIOMASS LAB" gains National Media Attention! 

Are you looking to ease out of full-time dairying over the next few  

years?  Experienced farmhand is looking for a transitional position       

on a dairy farm, leading eventually to an ownership position.                     

Call Tom at (315) 717-7164  



SHRUB WILLOW 

General Info: 

Shrub willows grow fast, always produce a large number of small 

stems, require low inputs of fertilizer or pesticides, and vigorously 

respond after every harvest for more than 20 years.  Shrub willow can 

grow productively on marginal, poorly drained sites and require little 

maintenance once established.  Harvested willow chips can be burned 

in coal or wood-fired power plants and heating plants.  They can also 

be used to make wood pellets.  In the future, willow will be used to 

make biofuels, such as ethanol and butanol, and bioproducts, such as 

adhesives and biodegradable plastics. 

Research and Goals: 

This V.V.S. field was planted using a willow planter in May 2009, was 

cut back (coppiced) that fall, and resprouted the next spring.  

Harvesting of the 8 varieties planted is scheduled for fall 2012, then 

every 3 years thereafter.  Ongoing breeding at Cornell University is 

aimed at improving yield, pest and disease resistance, and growth on 

marginal sites.  The planting stock was provided by Double A Willow. 

For  more information visit:    http://willow.cals.cornell.edu 

Contact:  Dr. Larry Smart  (lbs33@cornell.edu) 

SWITCHGRASS 

General Info: 

As a perennial warm season plant, switchgrass has a long lifespan and 

requires little maintenance.  Its soil restoring properties and efficient 

use of moisture and nutrients make this an affordable and sustainable 

crop.  Once planted, this highly adaptable plant is ready to be 

harvested for biomass 2-3 years later.  Yields of switchgrass varieties 

available to producers in the NE have been as high as 8.8 dry tons per 

acre in Cornell University field trials.  Significant increases in yield and 

adaptation should be attained in the breeding program, since there 

has been no previous selection for improved switchgrass and big 

bluestem varieties for the NE region.  The VVS planting consists of the 

Shawnee variety. 

Research and Goals: 

The V.V.S. planting was established in July 2009 to demonstrate the 

yield potential of switchgrass in NY.  Through Cornell research, 

extension and teaching activities, the hope is to lay the groundwork 

for a new agricultural industry based on grass for bioenergy in NYS.  A 

best practices and management guide for perennial grass production 

for future producers and Cornell Cooperative Extension field crop 

educators is currently under development for the region. 

For  more information visit:   http://nybiofuels.info            

Contact: Dr. Hilary Mayton (hsm1@cornell.edu)  

Continued on the next page  

QUICK   FACTS  ON THE V.V.S.  BIOENERGY CROPS 

submitted by Mary Wrege 

http://willow.cals.cornell.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Wightman/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2O7TICQZ/lbs33@cornell.edu
http://nybiofuels.info
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Wightman/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2O7TICQZ/hsm1@cornell.edu


ENERGY SORGHUM 

General Info: 

Sorghum is a grass, related to corn and sugar cane, which is highly 

productive under low fertilizer, water and pesticide conditions.  It is 

widely adaptable to many climates and growing conditions due to its 

broad gene pool and high levels of diversity.  Sorghum grain is a staple 

food in Africa, but energy sorghum produces high amounts of stem and 

leaf biomass, which can be used as a biofuel feedstock. 

Research and Goals: 

High biomass energy sorghum lines have been identified that perform 

well in New York State.  Many of these lines outperform the commercial 

hybrids.  Starting in 2010, Cornell researchers are evaluating the best 

hybrid sorghum lines in farmers' fields throughout NYS.   The V.V.S. plot 

was planted in Spring 2010. 

For  more information visit: 

http://www.igd.cornell.edu/ 

Contact:  Dr. Sharon Mitchell (sem30@cornell.edu) 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is on Facebook! 
If you are one of the millions who have become dependent on 

Facebook to stay in touch with friends, family, and organizations 

you’re involved with, now you can do the same with CCE .  Starting 

last month, Oneida County Cooperative Extension took the leap into 

social networking by setting up our first Facebook page.  At last 

count, almost 300 people had already joined the page.  

By joining our Facebook page, you’ll get regular updates about our 

programming as well as relevant farm, family and gardening news 

from around the County.  To join, just type ―Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Oneida County‖ in the search box at the top of your 

Facebook page, and then click ―Like‖!   We’ll see you online! 

We are interested in buying prime Hampshire, Dorset and Suffolk 

breeding stock, whether bred ewes or yearlings. Please contact our 

Farm Manager, Mr. Brian Gallagher, at 845-876-5999.  Thank you. 

LAKESIDE FARMS ASSOCIATES, INC. 

LIVINGSTON FARMS LLC 

Maurice J. Dalton 

33 So. Service Rd., Jericho, NY 11753-1006 

tel: 516-333-2000, extension 105 

e-mail: mdalton@rosenmgmt.com 

http://www.igd.cornell.edu/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Wightman/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2O7TICQZ/sem30@cornell.edu
mailto:mdalton@rosenmgmt.com


If an emergency occurred at your farm would everyone at the farm 

know how to call for help?  Would everyone at your farm know how to 

make a 911 call?  Does everyone at your farm know how to tell the 

911 dispatcher how Emergency Medical Service (EMS) responders can 

reach your farm location or any location at your farm? In an 

emergency, it is vitally important to call 911 as soon as possible.  The 

sooner that EMS arrives on the scene, the better the chance of 

survival for the victim(s). When a 911 call is made, the dispatcher will 

ask for information from the caller.  This information is important to 

the EMS responders so that they are fully prepared to deal with the 

situation when they arrive. 

 

When you call 911, you will be asked the following information: 

Your name and the telephone number you are calling from      

The number and condition of the victim(s) 

Information on the nature of the emergency 

Any care that has been rendered to the victim(s) 

Special conditions that will hinder rescue efforts such as 

overturned machinery, entanglements, downed powerlines, fire, 

chemical spill, animals present, etc. 

Specific instructions on how to get to the victim**The victim may 

be in a remote location on the farm or in a confined space. 

Who, if anybody, will meet and direct EMS to your location  

Important: When making the 911 call, never hang up until told to do 

so by the dispatcher. 

 

**When giving directions to the 911 Dispatcher include the following: 

911 Address 

Road names 

Specific mileage 

Visible landmarks 

 

Note:  Using your cell phone may not ensure being located by a 911 

dispatcher.   

Older models may not have the GPS feature.   

You may not have cell phone service in the area you are located.   

Certain weather conditions may interfere with satellite reception. 

 

Calling 911 for Help in An Emergency Situation 

By Sharon Scofield, Jim Carrabba, and Anna Meyerhoff 

The New York Center for Agricultural Medicine & Health – NYCAMH 
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Use these preventative measures when working alone to alert 

your family and co-workers of potential emergencies: 

Advise someone where you will be and how long you will be there. 

Co-workers or other family members should periodically check on 

individuals who are working in remote locations for long periods of 

time. 

Carry a cell phone or two-way radio. 

Show family members, workers and visitors where the directions to 

the farm and emergency telephone numbers are posted. 

Emergency telephone numbers and directions to the farm should 

be posted prominently near all landline telephones.   

This information could also be printed on a wallet sized card that 

employees and/or family members could carry with them if cell 

phones are used on your farm. Have this information posted in 

Spanish, if necessary. 

 

Note: This information was prepared with the assistance of the Oneida 

County 911 Dispatchers. 

 

NYCAMH offers on-farm safety surveys and worker safety trainings at 

no cost to farm owners.  We offer bilingual trainings and materials for 

Spanish speaking workers.  If you want more information on these 

services, or information on farm emergency response, please call 800-

343-7527, or e-mail us jcarrabba@nycamh.com or 

ameyerhoff@nycamh.com.    NYCAMH, a program of Bassett 

Healthcare Network, is enhancing agricultural and rural health by 

preventing and treating occupational injury and illness. 

Farm Wanted:  Looking for a small dairy/horse farm with               

100-300 acres. 40-50 acres tillable, 30-50 pasture and the rest 

woods for firewood & timber. Tie stall barn to hold 5-10 milking 

cows & 30-40 heifers. Contact John U. Hershberger,                             

798-A Five Mile Line Rd., Ogdensburg, NY 13669.  

NOTICE:  Dairy Farmers - H.P. Hood in Vernon is still looking for 

local farmers interested in feeding Whey by-product. If interested, 

contact Phillip Campbell or Steve Shaw at 829-2350. For more 

information contact Marty Broccoli, CCE at 736-3394  Ext. 121. 

mailto:jcarrabba@nycamh.com
mailto:ameyerhoff@nycamh.com


Managing Summer Heat Stress: A Refresher Course 
      By Marylynn Collins 

 The month of July seems to have flown by at a fast and furious 

rate but the heat and humidity appear to be lingering. What lies ahead 

for August is yet to be determined, but if I had to guess it’s sure to be 

another warm month.  As the ―dog days of summer‖ approach, why 

not take a moment to review ways in which we can manage summer 

heat stress on the farm.  According to University of Georgia 

researchers there is a delay of about two days from the time the heat 

kicks in until the cows start feeling the effects of heat stress.  Signs of 

heat stress include reduced feed intakes and grazing activity coupled 

with a decline in milk production.  Production and DMI levels can 

potentially decrease by as much as 10%. Elevated body temperatures 

(rectal temps may exceed 104 degrees); panting, as well as increased 

respirations and sweating can also be observed.  I suspect that a 

majority of herds have already seen a drop in feed intake as a result 

of last month’s high temperatures.  What changes to the ration can be 

made to ensure that your girls are consuming all the nutrients they 

need from a reduced intake level?  Keep in mind that the cow’s energy 

requirements for lactation don’t change with the rising temperatures; 

rather they require additional energy in order to cool themselves.   

Feeding your highest quality forages out and the use of additional 

grain (if the budget allows); can ensure the nutrient levels are being 

met considering the drop in DMI.  The use of additional supplemental 

fats can also provide the necessary energy, but use with caution as 

total dietary fat in a ration shouldn’t exceed 7%.  Always consult with 

your herd nutritionist before making any drastic changes to the ration. 

 Another point to mention is that with the decrease in DMI 

comes decreased rumen activity and the need to pay closer attention 

to rumen pH.  During times of heat stress is not the time to scrimp on 

feed items like rumen buffers and mineral mixes.  Through excessive 

sweating cows will lose potassium  and will excrete sodium in the urine 

in response to heat stress, according to researchers at the University 

of Minnesota.  Perhaps one of the most important nutrients  this time 

of year is water.  Always provide plenty of fresh cool water and 

consider adding additional water tubs in holding areas or pastures if 

feasible.  Are water troughs being cleaned regularly? Cows will drink 

more if the water is fresh, cool and clean.  Is there the opportunity to 

increase air flow in the barn or provide more shade in the pasture?  

Does your set up warrant the use of sprinklers? Don’t forget to provide 

adequate air flow when using sprinkler systems as water laying on the 

backs of the cows can actually trap the heat in the cow defeating the 

purpose of cooling them.                                                                    

 In addition to making ration changes and cow comfort changes, 

consider holding off on extra handling and moving of cows until cooler 

parts of the day.      (Continued on the next page) 



Are you a retired farmer or an experienced Ag student  

looking for part time work?   

Have you considered farm sitting?  On occasion,             

Cooperative Extension receives calls from farmers                      

that have a need for a short term farm sitter.                           

We would like to maintain a list of interested individuals.             

Please contact  Linda in the Ag department                               

at Cooperative Extension 736-3394 ext 124                                   

if you would like to learn more. 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 
PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 

 The name of the game for the remainder of our Northeast 

summer is to keep the cows eating and keep them cool.  Just think, 

the white stuff will arrive in just three short months!   

 With the hectic summer schedules we maintain , we quite often 

forget to take care of our own heat abatement needs. Don’t over look  

the need to take care of yourself during the hot and humid days of 

summer.  Hydrate yourself frequently, avoiding alcohol and caffeine 

which can dehydrate you. Dress in light colored clothing and don’t 

forget the sunscreen.  Though we may not feel hungry it is still 

important to eat properly and to get enough rest.   

Sources used: Dairy Herd Management website, The Heat Is on: 

Dairies Need to Prepare by Ron Goble. 
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Milk Price Watch for Oneida County 

Thirteen months through June 2010 

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for 

the Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  

When MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also 

shows the total price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or        

estimated payments. 

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix 

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).           

Your actual check will depend on these factors. 
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 Well fellow graziers you know what they say about grazing, it 

is never the same from year to year!  This year it is not the same 

from month to month.  A nice early spring gave way to most graziers 

getting out 7-10 days earlier than normal(if there is normal).  Early 

May brought rain and in some instances snow and then lots of heat to 

finish the last 10 plus days of May and the start of June.  Then we 

had rain, I heard one report of 23 out of 30 days in June we had rain.  

Now we are back to hot, humid, hot, humid and dry.   

 What can we expect for the rest of the summer and what can 

we do with our paddocks?  Most people have clipped their paddocks 

by now.  If you have not, you need to consider why you would clip.  

The main reasons most people clip is because some of the grasses 

and legumes as well as weeds go to seed and the cows are not eating 

them.  They will almost always prefer the short and lush stuff to the 

tall and tough stuff.  Some things to consider when clipping; 

First it is not too late, 

Secondly if you do clip, the recommendation is that you set the 

mowing height at 4-6 inches. You do not want to mow too low this 

time of year.   

Make sure the paddocks have enough time for rest, do not graze 

again until the paddock averages 6-8 inches. 

Next what do we do with the clippings.  There are many different 

options and here are some, decide what works best for you.  

These are in no particular order.   

 You can leave the clippings and let them rot, depending on 

 how much you have this could take a while-3-4 weeks.   

 You could leave the clippings and then 12-24 hours later turn 

 your cows into it or some dry cows and heifers and let them 

 eat it as wilted hay.   

 Another option is to chop it and blow it back onto the ground, 

 this benefits the ground by helping to add organic matter, 

 adds litter to help hold moisture and to promote microbial 

 action.   

Keep in mind do not clip all of your paddocks at one time.  Spread it 

out to help the grass become staggered in its regrowth.  Consider 

clipping a quarter or a third of it at a time once a week.  Do not go 

back into those paddocks until they average 8 inches in height.    

This will give the grasses plenty of time for rest to be ready to go 

again.   

We have been grazing now what?   
                               By Bill Paddock 



The biggest obstacle for some graziers is they are running 

out of pasture.  Right now most people are on a 3 week rotation 

or more and if it continues to stay hot and dry it will be longer 

than that very soon.  What are some options if you are running 

out of pasture; some graziers will bring the cows in during the day 

and only graze at night, this way you need half as much grass as 

you did and cows graze the hardest in the evening.  Do you have 

any opportunities to add some pasture, maybe you have some 

pasture that the heifers and dry cows were using and let the milk 

cows have it, and move those animals somewhere else.  Look at 

your current feed inventories, if you have enough feed consider 

adding a meadow to your rotational grazing and keep the cows 

grazing.  The most popular option is to increase the feeding in the 

barn as the amount of grass decreases.   

The one constant in grazing is that it is always changing, 

be thinking now about what you want to accomplish for the rest of 

the summer and what do you want to accomplish for next 

summer.  Some things you may want to consider doing are, frost- 

seedings or no-till seedings,  as well as whether or not to put 

some fertilizer on your paddocks.  Think about what you want to 

do and write it down.  If you would like any help with your ideas 

or looking for more options feel free to call Bill Paddock at the 

Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District to help.        

315-736-3334 ext 134  or by e-mail at 

williampaddock@oneidaswcd.org   

Mark Smith  

Full Time Forage Specialist 

Smith Ag Service   

PO Box 1018 

Morrisville NY 13408      

315-684-7737 

315-447-7579 Mobile 

Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 

Farm Loans       Crop Insurance 

Agribusiness Loans Credit Life Insurance 

Leasing       Payroll Services 

Appraisal Services  Business Planning  

Tax Services       Estate Planning 

Financial Records    Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

mailto:william-paddock@oneidaswcd.org


Crop Shorts                                                                                         
By Jeff Miller 

Oneida County Scouting Report 

July  

Weather: For the week  ending on July 25th 

Running total of GDDs base 86/50 starting May 1st for corn 

development = 1570 a gain of 588 GDDs for the month of July to the 

25th. The rainfall during the month of July up to the 25th  was 5.0‖ 

Although it has seemed dry during some periods in July we have had 

rain 8 of 25 days. Crops are responding to the rain. We had good 

wheat and hay yields, and the corn and soybean crops look good. 

Both of these crops are in their grain filling stage of development. 

Cropping activities: Farmers continued to harvest dry hay during 

this period. Wheat harvest completed and snap bean producers were 

also out harvesting some of their early crops of beans.  
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Crop Conditions: 

Hay 

Alfalfa 

We swept a 

number of 

alfalfa fields 

this week 

thinking that 

the population 

of potato leaf 

hoppers (PLH) 

may be rising 

under these 

warmer 

conditions. 

The highest 

count was 

22PLH in 20‖ tall alfalfa. New alfalfa seedings, because of their small 

root reserves, are most vulnerable. Unfortunately there is no way to 

know if PLH are over threshold unless you or someone you hire 

sweeps your fields. Scouting for PLH is fairly easy and doesn’t take a 

great deal  of time. Using a 15 ― diameter sweep net, stop at a 

minimum of 3 spots in each field sweeping 10 times in each spot. 

Count the number of PLH adults and nymphs in the net each time and 

add up the total and compare with the chart on the next page. If the 

number of PLH you counted for the number of sets of sweeps you did 

puts you in the M column then management is required. The chart on 

the next page will give you the threshold number’s for PLH at specific 

heights of alfalfa. The most appropriate control for PLH if you are 

within 10 days of harvest is to harvest the field early. If you can’t 

harvest early, Baythroid is labeled for use in mixed swards of alfalfa 

and grass (which is most of our alfalfa fields), Lorsban, Dimethoate, 

Warrior and Pounce are also labeled for use in clear seedings of 

alfalfa. PLH not only reduces yields by as much as 1/2ton/ac as well 

as protein content, but they also rob the plant of root reserves which 

can reduce stand longevity. 
 

If you would like more information on PLH go to :                                                   

http://nysipm.cornell.edu/factsheets/fieldcrops/plh.pdf 

Potato leaf Hopper adult and nymph 
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Summer seedings 

Most successful if planted early in August especially any seedings 

that contain birdsfoot trefoil or reed canary grass, which of the cool 

season legumes and grasses, are the slowest to develop and need 

the extra time to build up root reserves before the winter. Summer 

seedings work really well for those wet fields that you have a hard 

time establishing in the spring. Jerry Cherney, Cornell University, 

continues to work with endophyte free tall fescue varieties because 

they show real yield and quality advantages. The results show that 

tall fescue is more like orchardgrass than timothy in competitiveness 

and requirement for lower seed rates (approximately 4lbs/ac) when 

put in mixed stands with alfalfa. Two high yielding varieties that he 

is testing are Hoedown and Festival. 

 

 

Wheat 

Wheat harvest is almost complete with a 

very few fields left to harvest. There were 

no reports from local farmers about 

sprouting or DON so far. So hopefully we 

have escaped those issues and local 

producers will all have food grade wheat 

this year. Most growers were reporting 

yields in the 70+ bu/ac range which is 

good for our area and intensity of 

production. Plant heights were also 

excellent this year measuring 35‖ in the fields we scouted which 

should translate into reasonable straw yields. 

 

Pasture An example of a fly trap for pasture (the Epps trap) 

The principle of the Epps biting fly trap is 

that it attracts biting flies because of its 

shape. The biting flies see the black 

plastic and tries to get under it like going 

for the under belly of a cow. It hits the 

white plastic that it doesn’t see and winds 

up drowning in a bath of eco friendly RV 

antifreeze. 

Fly populations are increasing. To learn 

how to identify and manage flies that are 

attacking your livestock visit this site:                  

http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu/fqpa/crop-profiles/dairy.html  
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Corn 

A late April planting of corn in Kirkland was tasseling  (VT stage) at 

10 foot height on 7-9-10. Most of   the corn in  our area has  

tasseled now. Corn rootworm (CRW) emergence occurred a few 

weeks ago when you started to see fireflies at night. Tasseling corn 

should signal that it is time to scout your corn for CRW. To scout the 

field: enter the field approximately 50’ from the field edge, quietly 

walk up to a plant and put your hand around the silks, begin to 

count the number of northern and western corn rootworm beetles on 

the rest of the plant, finally release the silks and count the number 

of corn rootworm beetles on the silks. Move down approximately 10 

plants and continue to add to your count the additional number of 

northern and western corn rootworms you find. Do this again to a 

third plant keeping a running separate count of the number of 

westerns and northerns counted. Walk to the middle of the field and 

add the number of northerns and westerns counted on three plants 

at that location then walk to the far end and add the number of 

northerns and westerns counted on three additional plants. 

Northerns count as ½ of a western corn rootworm so add up the 

number of northerns and divide by 2 and then add that number to 

the number of westerns counted and compare the number with the 

chart  on the next page: 

Northern CRW 

Western CRW 





If you are in the N column your population of CRW beetles is below 

threshold and you should return the following week to do another 

count. If you do this count three times and you are below threshold 

you know that you don't have a problem for corn planted in that field 

the next season. If the number you counted puts you in the T 

column you know that you have an economic level of CRW. You can 

choose to rotate or choose a management (treated seed, in row 

insecticide or GMO) to provide control in the following season.  

Western bean cutworm 

moths have been found in 

traps put out by CCE 

across the state. I have  

found 1in the trap I 

placed on Champion Rd so 

we now know that it is in 

our area. For more infor-

mation on this pest you 

can go to our website :  

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/Agriculture/Ag/corn/

cornpestproblems.htm 

When should you harvest corn for silage? 
 

The answer to this question is: when the whole plant  mois-

ture is close to the optimum for your storage.  

That % moisture ranges from 65% in concrete upright silos to 70% 

in bunk silos. How do you know when your whole plant moisture 

content is getting close to that target? Recent work by Bill Cox,   

Cornell University, shows that growing degree days can be used as a 

guide for when to sample your fields. Bill suggests that each grower 

write the date on a calendar showing when each field is fully        

tasseled. For shorter season corn 80-95 day 700GDDs is your target  

for silage harvest, longer season corn the target increases to 

800GDDs. As of the 18th of July we have amassed 224 GDDs from 

the 9th. You can check our website for weekly updates of GDDs and 

track your progress from the time your corn tasseled:             

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/Agriculture/Ag/weather%

20summary%20report%20NEW2010.htm 

You can also estimate that you would be ready for harvest approxi-

mately 45 days later. You should be taking samples and running 

moisture tests 30 days after full tassel to really check. The first field 

I saw at full tassel was on 12B in Clinton this year on July 9th. If this 

field were established for silage harvest, a whole plant sample 

should be tested for moisture content around the 9th of August and 

it may be ready for chopping on August 24th.  



CCE will run moisture tests for your corn. Select 15 plants from 

your field. Harvest them at the height that you chop at (even 1 inch 

difference can mean a large difference in whole plant moisture). Call 

CCE at 736-3394 ext 120 to make sure that someone will be there to 

process your sample. It is a free service provided by CCE and can 

make a big difference in how well your corn silage will ferment. 

Making the best corn silage 

The first step is harvesting at the moisture content that is best 

for your storage structure. The second step is maintaining the 

chop length at approximately 1/4” TLC for good packing. The 

third step is to fill as quickly as your machinery and manpower 

allows while still maintaining good packing. For those of you who 

have bunks, packing is a critical management step and a goal should 

be a minimum density of 14lbs/sq ft. This can be accomplished with 

more weight per sq inch of tire, more than one packing tractor, more 

packing time per ton and spreading thin layers 6‖ or less before 

packing. The fourth step is sealing the silo. Both bunks and upright 

structures should be checked before filling and repaired and sealed if 

necessary. Sealing the 5-6ml plastic is another critical step for bunk 

silos. The basic goal is to lay the plastic so that it is as tight as possi-

ble against the surface of the silage and weighed down at regular 

intervals to keep air from entering between the silage and the plastic. 

Maintaining the seal of the cover is a paramount management task 

that significantly reduces losses. 

The final step in the process is to keep the silo closed for at least 2 

weeks to allow complete fermentation. 

Soybeans 

There are some newly planted fields of soybeans that are 9th trifoliate 

while some earlier planted fields are at the R4 stage (developing pods).   

In visiting a number of soybean fields this week I only found aphids in 

two fields in the southern part of the county.  

Some symptoms to look for to identify the 

presence of soybean aphids include mis-

shapened upper leaves , yellowing leaves, 

cupping leaves, lady bugs, lacewings, ants 

on the plants and the actual soybean aphid 

found on the under side of the leaves and 

stem. Some times aphids move down in 

the lower parts of the plants during high 

heat periods.  Pick at least 10 plants at 

random and count aphids per plant on each of them finally averaging 

the number of aphids per plant.  The action point for spraying 

soybeans occurs when you count 250 or more aphids per plant on 15 

or more plants sampled within a field and the number is increasing 

from the previous week and there is insufficient predators to keep the 

population in check.  



Update on Ag Plastic Recycling 
Ag Plastic recycling is still in an experimental phase, but recycling 

projects are being implemented in several regions of NYS.  

Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority is one of those working on 

bringing to our County an Ag Plastic baler that can be used by local 

producers to recycle clean plastic film to manufacture into new end 

products.  

As our county awaits the arrival of an Ag Plastic baler, producers can 

deliver clean, dry, appropriate-size bundles, and in appropriate 

mixing of different kinds of plastic to one of two transfer stations of      

Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority.  

The western Transfer station is located at 575 Perimeter Road, 

Rome, NY and the eastern Transfer station is located at 80 Leland 

Ave. Extension, Utica, NY.   The fee associated with Ag plastic drop 

off is a minimum of $10.00 for 250 pounds or $72.15 per ton. 

As the Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste Authority concentrates on 

obtaining of an Ag Plastic baler, farmers can adopt Best Management 

Practices to keep Ag plastics in condition to be recycled.  

As I scouted local soybean fields I have continued to find some leaves 

with speckling and when I checked the under side of the leaf I would 

find a  potato leaf hopper.  

Downy mildew has been found in local soybean fields.  The appear-

ance of downy mildew is angular flecks on the upper surface of the 

foliage and spots of gray mold on the under surface of the leaf. Al-

though downy mildew rarely has a great impact on yields there are 

some documented cases of 9-18% yield loss in Wisconsin. Downy mil-

dew can infect the seed and therefore should not be used for planting. 

Crop rotation or moldboard incorporation of infected crop residue also 

reduces disease spread in the following season. Planting of disease 

free seed is recommended 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

POHL’S FEEDWAY INC. 

—————————————— 

Feeds & Crop Needs 

Custom Mixed Feeds 

PO Box 246  4560 Verona Rd 

Vernon NY 13476 

 

Dana Pohl  Cell: 796-9005 

Gary E. Sherwood, CCA   

Cell: 796-9004 
 

Phone: 315/829/2753 

Toll Free: 800/982/0851 

Fax: 315/829/2273 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 

years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 
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