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  Upcoming  Events 

JUNE 26, 2010 
HERB & FLOWER FESTIVAL 

9:00AM-3:30PM 

Are you a retired farmer or an experienced Ag student  

looking for part time work?   

Have you considered farm sitting?  Cooperative Extension receives 

calls from farmers that have a need for a short term farm sitter.  We 

would like to maintain a list of interested individuals. Please contact  

Linda in the Ag department 736-3394 ext 124 

if you would like to learn more. 

Are you looking to ease out of full-time dairying over the next few  

years?  Experienced farmhand is looking for a transitional  position 

on a dairy farm, leading eventually to an  ownership position.                     

Call Tom at (315) 717-7164  
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Our Cornell Cooperative Extension received an inquiry from a New 

York State based lamb feeder that is looking to develop relationships 

with people that might be interested in raising lambs for them. There 

are several different options for interested individuals to consider 

and they are offering a steady reliable market for established farm-

ers or those considering a new enterprise.  The lambs are for a Na-

tional Retail Supermarket Chain and must meet somewhat rigid pro-

duction protocols.  Anyone interested in learning more about this 

opportunity, contact Marylynn Collins, Dairy and Livestock Specialist 

at 736-3394, Ext. 132. E-mail: mrm7@cornell.edu  

ATTENTION LAMB PRODUCERS – PRODUCTION OPPORTUNITY 

Landis Pasture Walk                                                      

How is your grazing going? –                                                 

Wednesday, June 16th-11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at the                          

Wayne Landis Family Farm, 7225 Shanley Rd. Deansboro, N.Y. 13328-

Oneida County.  Both experienced and beginning grazers are welcome 

to join the Oneida County grazing group at their first pasture walk of 

the season.  With the low milk prices, rotational grazing can be an 

economical option in feeding dairy cows, replacements, and other 

livestock.  Grazing is also a requirement for meeting organic standards.  

The Landis family was essentially a confinement dairy until the fall of 

2008, when they tried rotational grazing for the first time.  Since then 

they have put in laneways, pipeline, water tubs and fence.  They have 

done all of their own work.   This is a good chance to come and see 

some pastures that have some combination of the following plants: 

alfalfa, clover, reed canary grass, orchard grass and native grasses.  

We will discuss the pastures they are using, what feeding programs 

people are using now, clipping of pastures and topics for our next 

meeting. Cost: is Free, refreshments and a light lunch will be served.             

For more information and to register by June 11th contact                   

Bill Paddock at 315-736-3334 or by e-mail at                                   

william-paddock@oneidaswcd.org  This event is sponsored by the 

Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District, The Graze-NY 

Program through Congressman Michael Arcuri’s office, and NYS GLCI 

(New York State Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative) 

mailto:william-paddock@oneidaswcd.org


Important filing Dates: 
June  

15th    Corporation, Partnership, S Corporation and Personal Income 

 Tax Estimated Tax Payments Due 

 

 Deposit payroll tax for May if the monthly deposit rule applies 

 

21st     Sales Tax Return for Quarterly and Monthly Filers are Due  

  

READY, SET, RETIRE 
Whether retirement is near or far, you should be up to date on the 

types of retirement plans available to you. The plans you hear most 

about are IRA, SEP, SIMPLE, 401(k). Each of these plans can offer 

retirement funds, as well as significant tax benefits. 

Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA) allow you to set aside 

money in a financial institution for your retirement. Banks, financial 

institutions, mutual funds, and stockbrokers are among those that 

offer IRA accounts.  

If you are self-employed a Simplified Employee Pension (SEP) is a 

retirement plan designed for small employers with few costs and easy 

to administer. Employer contributions are made directly to IRAs that 

the employer sets up for the employees (Publication 4333). 

A Savings Incentive Match Plan for Employees (SIMPLE) is a 

retirement savings plan available to employers with 100 or fewer 

employees, which allows employees’ to contribute to the plan.  

Additionally, employees can make salary reduction contributions 

(Publication 4334).   

401 (k) plans are the most popular type of retirement plan used 

today. Employees may defer a portion of their salary as either a   pre-

tax or after-tax contribution. As with IRAs, there are different kinds of 

401(k) plans (Publication 4222).  

All of the above publications can be found at the IRS website 

www.irs.gov, by typing in the publication number in the search box.   

Agriculture Tax Topics - June 2010 

Mark Smith  

Full Time Forage Specialist 

Smith Ag Service   

PO Box 1018 

Morrisville NY 13408      

315-684-7737 

315-447-7579 Mobile 

http://www.irs.gov


Oh Those Pesky Flies!  

(The following is adapted from material written by Mary-Howell 

Martens of Lakeview Organics in Penn-Yan.  While it specifically 

addresses fly management in an organic setting, this is useful 

information for anyone dealing with fly issues on the farm.  Based on 

information from Cornell University, ATTRA, MOFGA and University of 

Guelph, Ontario) 

 

Can you imagine a summer without flies?  If you live on a farm, 

especially a dairy farm, in the Northeast, that does seem impossible.  

The best we can hope for is FEWER flies, both for the comfort of our 

animals and ourselves.  As any dairy farmer knows, flies are more 

than just a nuisance.  When they are numerous, they can reduce milk 

production by 15-30%, and weight gain by 25%.  They can also 

transmit many different diseases, including pink eye.  So, adequate fly 

control on organic farms is very important.  

WHO’S OUT THERE? 

There are 3 primary types of flies that cause problems with livestock 

in the Northeast.    

Face flies become a production problem when there are more than 10 

flies on the face at one time.  They feed on the protein in the mucus 

around the eyes and nose. If there isn’t enough mucus they will poke 

around the eyes, irritating them and causing them to tear, which is 

what the fly is after. This feeding behavior is how pink-eye is spread.  

Horn flies are found on the animals back and belly area. They 

become a problem when they exceed 50 per side in dairy animals and 

100 per side in beef animals. Both sexes have biting mouthparts which 

they use to pierce the skin to obtain blood meals. You may notice horn 

flies billowing up from the backs of cows as they enter the barn, since 

horn flies don’t like dark areas. 

Both the face and horn flies lay eggs on undisturbed cattle dung.  

Female horn flies wait by the tail head or lower rear of the animal so 

that they can lay their eggs in the fresh pattie. Both of these flies 

affect only animals on pasture  since they are outdoor insects. Control 

of face flies is difficult if other animal owners in the area don’t have a 

program in place, since the face fly females leave the host daily and 

can fly up to 5 miles each day.  Horn flies are more likely to stay with 

a single herd.  

The stable fly is a pest both on pastured and confined animals. 

Usually found on the legs of cattle, they are considered to be an 

economic problem when there are more than 10 flies per animal, 

counted on the legs of 15 animals. Like the horn fly they are blood 

feeders.  If you see your animals stomping, or standing in water or 

muddy areas, they are likely seeking relief from stable flies.   
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WHAT DO WE DO NOW?  

Effective fly control takes a multi-pronged approach, hopefully 

attacking the flies before they become a problem. To better understand 

this, let’s break our strategies into 3 main categories – the physical, 

biological and chemical approaches.  

SANITATION! The most economical and practical method of 

controlling flies is to reduce their ability to reproduce. A substrate high 

in organic matter that  is 70% or more water seems ideal for breeding 

-and that includes lots of things and many areas around most farms, 

such as manure, wet bedding, spilled feed, clogged drains, large round 

bales stored on the ground, open or spilled silage etc. Fly populations 

can be greatly decreased by keeping barns, yards and animal bedding 

clean and dry, repairing leaks, cleaning up spilled feed, keeping drains 

running free, and eliminating areas of stagnant standing water.  

Providing good ventilation in the barn helps, as will screens on barn 

windows.   Clean out clogged drains and ditches, keep drinking water 

fresh and clean, and don’t let manure accumulate in gutters, piles close 

to the barn, or calf hutches.   

Properly composting manure and wet straw helps control fly 

larvae. Straw bedding seems to support greater fly breeding than 

wood chip bedding, and cedar chip bedding is appears to be most 

repellant.  Adding diatomaceous earth or ground limestone to bedding 

helps control flies, but organic certifiers generally frown on using 

hydrated lime for this purpose. On pasture, intensive rotational grazing 

is effective, by keeping cows moving to fresh pasture, away from old 

manure, every day.  Dragging a pasture to break up and dry out 

manure patties helps a lot, especially early in the season before flies 

multiply.  Dung beetles also break up manure before larvae mature and 

because we do not use Ivermectin on organic farms, our dung beetle 

population should be in better shape than on our neighbors’ farms.   

TRAPS! Traps indeed do work, but probably will not provide enough 

control without adequate attention to sanitation.  For inside the barn, 

most farmers prefer long sheets of fly paper that can be unrolled to 

frequently get fresh sticky areas.  Bug zappers can also be effective 

inside barns.  Outside, there are fly traps that lure adults with 

pheromone or other irresistible scents into a container where they 

cannot escape.  There are also walk-through traps that dislodge flies 

from the cows’ bodies and then trap them – this type of trap is most 

effective against horn flies.       

PREDATORS!  There are wasps and beetles that feed on fly eggs, larvae 

and adults.  These can be purchased and released according to supplier 

directions.  Releasing predators around prime fly breeding areas, such 

as manure piles, water tanks and round bales, will increase their 

effectiveness. You will probably need to make numerous releases over 

the season, and be careful that the conditions are suitable for your  



predators – this can be critical for successful establishment.  Installing 

bird (especially purple martin and swallow) and bat houses around 

barnyards and pastures can also increase predation – birds can 

consume hundreds of flies each day.   Incorporating geese or pastured 

poultry as a clean-up species in rotationally grazed pastures will 

eliminate both adult and larval flies.    

FLY SPRAY/REPELLANTS!  All synthetic pesticides and insecticidal 

ear tags are prohibited by organic standards, but there are several 

good fly repellent products, available.  Again though, they will probably 

not provide sufficient control without attention to sanitation. These 

products contain highly fragrant essential oils and botanical extracts.  

Please note - these products are fly repellants, not insecticides.  They 

do not kill the flies, they only encourage them to go elsewhere.  These 

products include Crystal Creek No Fly and AgriDynamics EctoPhyte.  

Generally these come as concentrates that you then dilute them with 

either oil (vegetable or mineral) or water, or both.   The amount of 

dilution directly affects the effectiveness.  Most people find that oil 

dilution results in a spray that lasts longer, but water dilution is much 

easier.  Spraying the animals frequently, especially around the face and 

neck, can provide important relief when flies are numerous.  There are 

also other organically approved fly control sprays available, made from 

natural pyrethrins, but always check with your certifier for approval 

before use. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 

years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

NOTICE:  Dairy Farmers - 

H.P. Hood in Vernon is     

still looking for local farmers 

interested in feeding Whey 

by-product. If interested, 

contact Phillip Campbell or 

Steve Shaw at 829-2350. 

For more information contact 

Marty Broccoli, CCE at         

736-3394  Ext. 121. 



 The regular operations of a farm typically involves the removal of 

trees and brush during field clearing and maintenance; the removal or 

trimming of diseased fruit canes, vines, and trees; and the removal of 

vegetative material from cultivated wetlands, among other things. 

These materials are often disposed of on the farm by open burning.    

On-farm open burning is considered by the Department of Ag & Mkts. to 

be a practice that is part of a “farm operation” and thus protected from 

unreasonable local restriction.  

 Open burning is regulated by the Department of Environmental 

Conservation (DEC). As applied to farm operations located within a 

county adopted, State certified, agricultural district, local laws should 

allow open burning consistent with the DEC’s regulations and/or 

guidance. The DEC’s regulations on Open Fires which are set forth in 6 

NYCRR Part 215 prohibit open burning except, in part, as follows:     

“[o]n-site burning of agricultural wastes (emphasis added) as part of 

a valid agricultural operation on contiguous agricultural lands larger 

than five acres actively devoted to agricultural or horticultural use, 

provided such waste is actually grown or generated on those lands and 

such waste is capable of being fully burned within a 24-hour period.” 

The regulations allow “[t]he use of liquid petroleum fueled smudge pots 

to prevent frost damage to crops” and “maple sugar arches and similar 

outdoor cooking devices when actually used for cooking or processing 

food.” Part 215 also includes an exception for on-site burning in any 

town with a total population less than 20,000 of downed limbs and 

branches (including branches with attached leaves or needles) less than 

six inches in diameter and eight feet in length between May 15th and the 

following March 15th.  

 “Agricultural Wastes” is defined in 6 NYCRR Part 215 as “[a]ny 

waste from naturally grown products such as vines, trees and branches 

from orchards, leaves and stubble. In addition, it includes “any fully 

organic waste either grown or generated on the premises, including but 

not limited to paper feed bags, wood shavings used for livestock 

bedding, bailing twine, and other non-plastic materials. Agricultural 

waste does not include pesticide containers, fertilizer bags, large plastic 

storage bags (including bags commonly known as Ag bags), tires, 

plastic feed bags, and other plastic or synthetic materials.”  

 Whether local government regulation of open burning is 

unreasonably restrictive depends on the requirements imposed and the 

aim of the regulation. For example, a requirement to apply for a permit 

for large scale burning is generally not unreasonable. Also, it is 

generally not unreasonable for a local law to require that the burning be 

controlled and conducted in a manner so as not to create a nuisance. 

The Department urges local governments to take into account the size 

and nature of the particular farm operation when setting and 

administering its open burning regulation. (from NYS Dept. Ag & Mkts). 

Guidelines for Review of Local Laws Affecting  

On-Farm Open Burning 



Cashflow management is a measure of your ability to pay bills on time 

and to purchase merchandise when needed.  Cashflow is dependent on 

the timing and amounts of cash received on a weekly and monthly 

basis.  

What is cash? 

Cash is coins and notes, money in current accounts and short term 

deposits, and any unused bank line of credit. Cash is not long term 

deposits, money owed by customers or stocks and bonds.   

Difference between Cashflow and profit 

It is important not to confuse the difference between Cashflow and 

profit. Profit is the difference between the generated business revenue 

less the expense needed to generate that revenue, which is usually 

within a one year time period. You may be able to forecast a profitable 

year, yet have times during the year when strapped for cash.  

Cashflow is the difference between inflows (actual incoming cash) and 

outflows (actual outgoing cash).  The Cashflow is often calculated on a 

monthly basis, since most billing is conducted within this time frame.  

How to Project Cashflow 

Start with the amounts of cash on hand and your current bank account, 

make a list of anticipated inflows and a similar list of anticipated 

outflows.  Enter all information into a spreadsheet. If at any point you 

have a negative cash balance, or even a small balance you have a 

potential Cashflow problem.  

If interested in receiving an excel Cashflow forecast spreadsheet, 

please email me at bsc33@cornell.edu.  

Identifying Cashflow problems 

Identifying potential Cashflow problems before they happen can help to 

prevent a financial crisis in your business.  Of course, the earlier you 

can identify potential cash shortfalls the sooner you can take corrective 

action to avoid them. Things to do to identify Cashflow problems: 

Keeping Cashflow forecasts up to date 

Being aware of changing market conditions 

Build relationships with your bank and other lenders  

Keeping Cashflow forecast up to date 

A budget of forecast can soon become out of date. It’s a good idea 

to watch the figures in these forecasts by: 

Recording  actual figures  

Compare the actual with the forecasted 

Note any variances and the reasons for  them 

Look for inconsistencies and assess their significance 

Use rolling budget forecasts-as each month’s actual 

information is finalized, update the budget to provide 

another month’s data. This means that you will always have 

a 12-month projection.  

Cashflow Management 

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu


 

The Stoltzfus Family Dairy, LLC. on           

Skinner Road in Vernon Center has begun 

manufacturing and selling their dairy 

products. Look for them in area stores. 

Being aware of changing market conditions 

You need to be sensitive to changes outside your business. The idea 

is to be alert to possible changes and to amend forecasts to avoid 

potential Cashflow problems. Look at developing items that affect 

your business, such as: 

Interest and exchange rates 

Competitors response to changing markets 

Being aware of new competitors in the market place 

Watching for new technologies and innovations effecting 

your market 

Build relationships with your bank and other lenders 

You will benefit if you maintain a good working relationship with 

your bank and other leaders. Listening to their worries about your 

business and being able to demonstrate how you can alleviate their 

concerns is a way to build that relationship.  Sensible precautions to 

consider when dealing with your bank and other leaders: 

Investigate new lenders thoroughly  before accepting a loan, 

overdraft or other forms of finance 

Try to build good personal relationships 

Keep your bank or lender informed  of good as well as bad 

news 

Do not make promises you cannot keep 

Keep business forecasts up to date  

Identify the right finance options for your business 

Investigate other bank offerings, such as leasing, or     

equipment hire purchases 

Always understand your rights. 

When cash is tight or your bank refuses a loan application there 

may be a temptation to look for a quick loan. There are many loan 

providers that can offer quick cash; however, there usually is a 

catch like high interest rates with penalties and increasing rates if 

loan payments are late.  So, if you’re looking for short-term cash, 

be sure to get quotes in writing, compare several quotes, use your 

accountants advice and check to see if your bank can match or  

better the terms offered by these other lenders.  

 

Adapted from Business Link website: www.businesslink.gov.uk  

Stoltzfus Family Dairy is Open for Business 

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk


In late March I attended a livestock marketing workshop titled 

Harvesting Profits from Your Livestock which was hosted by Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Oswego Co. A lot of useful information was 

provided by several engaging speakers with experience in the fields 

of ag economic development, marketing and livestock processing. 

Kathleen Harris, Processing Coordinator for Northeast Livestock 

Processing Service Company (NELPSC), was present and shared with 

the group the following “Ten Commandments” of getting along with 

your meat processor. Let’s face it folks, our meat processors are few 

and far between here in Oneida County, as well as in other parts of 

New York state. In the near future the availability of processors may 

change for the better. Until then let’s continue to appreciate the 

processors we have and offer up kudos for their time and efforts in 

providing all of us livestock producers with safe and dependable 

services.  

“Ten Commandments of Getting Along with Processors” 

 

1. Visit the processing plant before doing business. Do they 

have enough employees on hand? Is someone available to 

run the phone and take cutting instructions? 

2. Use their cut sheets and make a copy for yourself. Keep 

instructions simple and avoid changes. Include contact 

information on the cut sheet and make yourself available 

by phone on the day your order is being cut. 

3. At delivery of the live animal leave specific instructions. 

Do you want organ meats saved? Oxtails saved? What’s 

the hang time, do you need hides preserved for tanning. In 

regards to hogs, do you require scalding or skinning? Head 

on or off? Be specific. 

4. Be punctual about delivery and pick up times. 

5. Bring a copy of the cut sheet with you when picking up an 

order-this serves as a check list for you! 

6. Never be demanding. 

7. Be sensitive to their time. Avoid taking the butcher “off the 

block”. Every time the butcher is interrupted during their 

work, they lose time butchering while their USDA inspector 

is there.  USDA charges$60-$80 per hour for overtime. 

8. Take the time to compliment them on their good work 

9. Be grateful and appreciative. Remember to thank them 

personally. 

10. Above all respect them and the work they do.      

Slaughtering, processing and packing meat is skilled, hard 

work. In addition they have the added pressure of USDA 

inspection and voluminous paperwork. At the end of the 

day processors appreciate knowing that their hard work 

and efforts are valued and respected. 

Enhancing the Producer/Processor Relationship 
     By Marylynn Collins 
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Milk Price Watch for Oneida County 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is pleased to            

announce the arrival of an                                      
Educational Working Beehive                                                                                      

The local Beekeepers have placed the                  
hive close to the woods edge above the             

Butterfly House. 

Thirteen months through April 2010 

These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the 

Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  When 

MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also shows the total 

price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or estimated payments. 

Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 

charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix 

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).          

Your actual check will depend on these factors. 



Choosing the ideal chicken coop can be just as challenging as 

purchasing a new home.  What square footage are you considering, 

how well insulated is the home, is it a high maintenance home, and 

what degree of “curb appeal” does the home offer are questions that 

loft through a potential home buyer’s mind.  When choosing a new 

home or in this case a coop for your chickens, many of the same 

questions will need to be addressed.  The style and size of your coop 

will depend on the number of birds you plan on raising, the size of the 

mature bird and their purpose (layers vs. meat). Additional 

considerations include our Upstate New York weather (wait 5 minutes 

and it will change), and what funds are available for housing your 

birds.  Flipping through the advertisement section of Grit, Hobby 

Farms, or any number of livestock publications you can find numerous 

options for coops that can be assembled in your yard or be delivered 

fully assembled ready for occupancy.  Weather you purchase, build 

from scratch or repurpose that old pickup truck out back, a successful 

chicken coop should have the following characteristics: 

Easy to clean 

Proper drainage 

Protection from sun and wind 

Keeps out rodents, wild birds and predators 

Provides adequate space for the entire flock 

Well ventilated 

Maintains a uniform temperature 

Roosts (placed over a droppings pit helps with sanitation) 

Nest that entice hens to lay indoors 

Light source- natural and artificial 

Feed and water stations that remain clean 

In regards to how much space to allow for inside your coop Gail 

Damerow author of The Chicken Health Handbook suggests a range of 

3-4 sq. ft. per bird for open housing and a range of 7-10 sq. ft. per 

bird in confined housing.  Keep in mind that the breed of chicken 

you’re  keeping will ultimately influence the size of the coop. Larger 

breeds that are kept in confined housing will require and do better 

with more space, while flocks of bantam breeds that have access to 

pasture can get by with less space. If your chickens will be out on 

pasture, either free-range or somewhat confined, providing shelter 

from sun and rain will be necessary.  Encouraging your birds to spend 

time outside offers a “win-win” situation resulting in a cleaner coop 

and healthier birds. 

When choosing the design of the coop you will also want to consider 

the ease of which it can be cleaned.  In addition to a door for the 

chickens to enter and exit through consider installing a people-sized 

door so you’re more inclined to clean it regularly. An open floor plan  

  Chicken Coop Considerations 

            By Marylynn Collins 
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will be easier to clean compared to a coop that has numerous corners, 

nooks and crannies to navigate around.  While on the topic of 

cleanliness it seems fitting to discuss the role of bedding in your coop. 

Bedding offers several advantages.  For example is supplies 

cushioning to the bird’s feet, absorbs moisture and droppings, and in 

the right amounts can provide insulation in the winter and cool 

burrows in the summer months. Look for the following properties 

when considering your bedding choice: 

Inexpensive 

Durable 

Lightweight 

Absorbent 

Dries quickly 

Easy to handle 

Doesn’t pack readily 

Has medium-sized particles 

Low in thermal conductivity 

Free of mustiness and mold 

Not treated with toxic chemicals 

Can be repurposed in compost or as fertilizer 

If you’ve jumped on the recycling band wagon and have access to a 

shredder and ample supply of newspaper you might consider this as a 

bedding option, keep in mind however, that newspaper can mat and 

retain moisture.  More frequent application or cleaning maybe 

necessary. The same is true for dried leaves that are plentiful in our 

area seasonally. If straw is available for your use be sure to have it 

chopped as this too can mat easily. 

Chickens have a high respiration rate compared to other animals.  As 

a result they use up any available oxygen more readily and exhale 

large amounts of carbon dioxide, heat and moisture.  Properly 

ventilating the coop is very important because chickens are 

susceptible to respiratory problems.  Placement of ventilation holes 

near the ceiling along the south and north walls of the coop will let 

warm, moist air escape.  Wire mesh secured over the holes will 

prevent wild birds from entering.  There will be times when you need 

to adjust the amount of ventilation in the coop.  Consider installing 

slide doors, or drop down doors that are hinged at the bottom and 

latched at the top in order to achieve a well ventilated coop.  With the 

approaching summer months cross ventilation will be especially 

important in keeping your flock cool.   Incorporating the use of fans 

during occasional heat waves may also be necessary. Resist the urge 

to completely seal up the coop during the winter months; ventilation 

remains a priority even then.  However, you will want to provide good 

ventilation without exposing your flock to drafts. 



Chickens operate most efficiently at temperatures between 70- 75 

degrees F.  Temperatures above this range can begin to influence the 

feed intake of birds.  For every degree of increase meat birds will eat 

1% less resulting in decreased weight gain.  Layers will continue to lay 

and may increase their production, but eggs size may be smaller and 

have thinner shells.  When planning the construction or purchase of a 

coop there are exterior characteristics to consider that can aid in 

stabilizing temperatures.  For example, the addition of Styrofoam 

insulation, the use of aluminum roofing in light colors, painting the 

coop white or similar light color can help keep your flock comfortable 

and productive.   

What chicken coop would be complete without roosts?  Chickens just 

naturally enjoy perching up off the ground.  Old ladders make suitable 

roosts, but if you’re motivated and talented enough to construct new 

roosts consider the material to be used.  Chickens like being able to 

wrap their toes around a roost with a firm grasp. Plastic and metal 

piping then do not make a good choice for roost material.  

Constructing the roost so that it can be easily removed will make the 

chore of cleaning the coop easier.  The perch for regular sized birds 

should be about 2 inches across, or no less than 1 inch for bantams.  

Allow 8 inches of perching space per bird, 10 inches for larger breeds.  

You may find it helpful to keep the coop cleaner by installing dropping 

boards beneath the roost area of the coop.  Dropping boards are 

basically a sieve that allows droppings to flow through them and 

collect on bedding below.  The boards can be built out of welded wire 

“panels” or from closely placed wooden boards.  The boards 

discourage the birds from scratching and picking through the waste 

resulting in healthier birds.  Another plus to using dropping boards is 

that the manure won’t become compacted and will be easier to 

remove.  Design the dropping boards so that they can be easily 

removed for cleaning and to allow access to the soiled bedding 

material below. The topics discussed above are intended to provide 

the basics of chicken housing. There are numerous options available 

for housing your chickens.  Breed, flock size, fiscal frugality and 

creativity can help give you direction in your search for the perfect 

home for your chickens. 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 

 
Buddy Richardson & Family 

Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 
PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 



From FSA and NRCS 

ACRE DCP Signup: The June 1, 2010, deadline for enrollment into the 

2010 Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program or the traditional 

Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) is rapidly approaching. This 

deadline is mandatory for all participants and USDA will not accept any 

late-file applications. 

 The majority of producers have yet to enroll in 2010 DCP or ACRE 

Programs. At the current rate of enrollment, a significant number of 

farms eligible for 2010 DCP/ACRE will not be enrolled by the June 1, 

2010, deadline. 

Acreage Reporting: Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing 

an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed 

acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of 

benefits for a variety of programs. 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event 

and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported 

no later than 15 days after the final planting date. 

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs.  

For crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 

Program) crops, acreage reports are to be certified by the June 15th 

deadline on small grains and a July 15th deadline on all other crops. 

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assistance may be paid are due 

in the county office by the earlier of June 15th for small grains and 

July 15th for all other crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of 

harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported.   
Sign-Up for On-Farm Energy Audits  an energy initiative designed to help producers 

improve energy efficiency on their agriculture operations. This initiative provides funding 

for individual on-farm energy audits intended to save both money and energy when fully 

implemented.  

Applications must be submitted by June 11, 2010 for fiscal year 

2010 funding. Applications from eligible agricultural operations will be 

approved on a first come-first serve basis until funds are exhausted. 

The energy audits will be individually tailored to ensure coverage of 

each farm's primary energy uses such as milk cooling, irrigation 

pumping, heating and cooling of livestock production facilities, lighting, 

manure collection and transfer, grain drying, and similar common on-

farm activities.  

Implementation will occur in stages beginning with the short-term 

immediate goal of providing the on-farm energy audits, through the 

development of an Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP) to 

identify ways operations can improve energy efficiency. Longer term 

goals will involve implementation of cost effective practices based on 

the recommendations provided in the on-farm energy audits. For more 

information contact Abby at 736-3316. For applications go to the 

following website: http://www.ny.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqip2010/

energy/energy_2010.html 

http://www.ny.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqip2010/energy/energy_2010.html
http://www.ny.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eqip2010/energy/energy_2010.html
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 Oneida County Scouting Report 

May 17, 2010 

Weather: For the week  ending on May9th 

Running total of GDD,s base 48 starting April  6th for alfalfa weevil = 

337 

Running total of GDDs base 86/50 starting May 1st for corn 

development = 157 

Rainfall total for the month of April was 1.85”, rainfall in May up to 

the 16th is 2.8” 

Cropping activities: It was a fairly dry spring with soil moisture 

levels that allowed local growers to fit fields for hay seeding, prepare 

fields for corn planting and now prepare fields for soybean planting. 

We had an early warm up in April followed by a 2  week period of 

cooler temperatures in May. Grasses had progressed more quickly 

then normal in April making it look like an early season. The cool 

down in may slowed our hay crop down with some grass fields that 

were ready for harvest on the 16th of May.  Field activities are being 

held back more by inadequate finances then by field conditions and 

weather. 
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Corn 
Many area farmers have been planting corn since the last week in April. 

Spikes were evident  in a few fields in Clinton  last Thursday and Old 

Kirkland Ave on Monday. The field by Hannafords in Clinton was at v1 

(first collar visible) this Monday.  Some of the leaves were burned at 

the tip from frost injury.  A good time to check planter operation is 

when your fields spike. Its very easy  to count populations and look for 

skips and doubles. Remember to dig  for seed where you see skips to 

determine if  seed corn maggot , wireworm or seedling diseases have 

caused the problem or whether it was a planter issue.   

Remember this is also the time to look for cut plants indicating cutworm damage. This 

damage is usually more evident in weedy fields  or fields with minimum tillage. 

This is also a time to begin to look for nutritional deficiency symptoms. 

Cutworm damage 

Seed corn Maggot Wireworm 



Wheat 
This years crop looks good reaching 22” height at near flag leaf stage 

at this time. Most fields received their N application 3-4 weeks ago 

and red clover was spun on those fields at least a week before the N 

application. 

Weed control looks reasonable in the fields I visited. I am starting to 

notice bluegrass in some fields and the occasional yellow rocket. Some 

septoria noted on lower leaves. No signs of cereal leaf beetle locally.  

Pasture 
Cows have been out on pasture for at least 4 weeks. Grasses are   

growing well in response to adequate rainfall and in spite of the recent 

cold weather including a snowy Mothers Day. 

Soybeans   
 Local growers have started planting soybeans this past week and a 

half. Make sure that your beans are double inoculated and place them 

at 1.5” depth. It wont pay to plant if you are mudding them in. Wait 

until soil conditions are right or you will be disappointed with 

germination. Remember that banding P conserves your phosphorus and 

keeps it available for plant uptake during that critical  seedling stage. 

As plants emerge look for cork screwing of plants below the soil surface 

indicating crusting and compaction. In skips look for placement of the 

seed. More growers are shifting from drills to corn planters to improve 

on consistent depth placement of the seed. Local growers are also 

shifting from 7-15 now to 30” row spacing for beans because they are 

not seeing great differences in yield and wider rows make for easier 

herbicide application. 

Oats / seedings   
Seedings planted in mid April are now up to 6-8” tall. The crop looks 

clean and thrifty. 

CCE Oneida County Hay Quality Project 2010 

Forage  Quality: Each year  local dairy producers get another chance  

to put up high quality forage for their herd.  The first cut of hay is a 

critical time period. Nearly half the hay on their land is harvested in 

that first cut putting greater weight on trying to harvest all that forage 

at peak quality for their livestock. At the time of writing this (5-20-10)  

local grass hay stands are at their peak and farmers  are already 

harvesting some of these fields. 

Goal NDF for grasses is 48-55, which means that these grass fields 

should be harvested when alfalfa in a neighboring field is 16-17” tall.  

Goal NDF for clear alfalfa fields is 39-43, which means that these 

fields should be harvested when the tallest alfalfa plants are no more 

then 30” tall. 



Mixed alfalfa grass stands ideal NDF are between these two and 

vary depending on the percent of grass in the stand. Jerry 

Cherney, Forage specialist at Cornell and field staff all around the state 

participated in 2 years of field sampling to develop a chart to help you 

use two factors: alfalfa height and % grass in your stand to identify the 

ideal time to harvest your individual fields. That information is 

contained in the chart below:  

Oneida County field staff also obtain hay samples from 7 farms 

across Oneida county each Monday. These samples are analyzed by 

Dairyone and results are sent back to CCE that Wednesday. CCE shares 

this information by email with 90 local producers and agribusinesses on 

a weekly basis. This information is also posted to our website at:  

http://counties.cce.cornell.edu/oneida/Agriculture/Ag/crops/Oneida%

20County%20Field%20crop%20Pest%20Report%202010.htm 
 

Field: Cassville 

Elevation: 1338 ft. 

Slope: flat rolling field 

Planted: 2009 

100% alfalfa 

Date Alf 

Ht 

NDF Crud 

Prot 

NEL 

5/1 13 28 29 .75 

5/10 18 27 31 .75 

5/17 21 33 25 .73 

     

     

Date Alf 

Ht 

NDF Crud 

Prot 

NEL 

5/1 14 34 24 .74 

5/10 20 44 24 .66 

5/17 24 43 21 .68 

     

     

Field: Verona 

Elevation: 465 ft. 

Slope: flat field 

Planted: 2006? 

50% alfalfa , 50% orchardgrass 

 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

Date Alf 

Ht 

NDF Crud 

Prot 

NEL 

5/1 14 28 29 .76 

5/10 17 28 27 .73 

5/17 20 35 21 .73 

     

     

Field: Deansboro 

Elevation: 959 ft. 

Slope: west facing field 

Planted: 2006? 

75% alfalfa  

 

Field:  Clinton 

Elevation: 1090 ft 

Slope: Faces East 

Planted: 2007, 70%alfalfa 30% Gr 

70% alfalfa, 30% timothy 

Date Alf 

Ht 

NDF Crud 

Prot 

NEL 

5/1 12 29 29 .74 

5/10 14 33 24 .74 

5/17 20 47 20 .63 

     

     

Field: Sauquoit 

Elevation: 1239 ft. 

Slope: slight west facing slope 

Planted: 2004 

95% Orchardgrass 

Date Alf 

Ht 

NDF Crud 

Prot 

NEL 

5/1 15 47 26 .68 

5/10 18 47 20 .68 

5/17 23 50 16 .67 

5/19 Cut *** *** *** 

     

Field: Steuben 

Elevation: 775 ft. 

Slope: South facing 

Planted: 2007? 

85% Orchardgrass 

Date Alf 

Ht 

NDF Crud 

Prot 

NEL 

5/1 22 46 17 .67 

5/10 28 52 16 .65 

5/16 cut *** *** *** 

     

     
Field: Sangerfield 

Elevation: 1264 ft. 

Slope: west facing field 

Planted: 2005? 

Date Alf 

Ht 

NDF Crud 

Prot 

NEL 

5/1 15 56 24 .65 

5/10 18 53 17 .62 

5/17 24 48 16 .68 

     

     



POHL’S FEEDWAY INC. 

—————————————— 

Feeds & Crop Needs 

Custom Mixed Feeds 

PO Box 246  4560 Verona Rd 

Vernon NY 13476 

 

Dana Pohl  Cell: 796-9005 

Gary E. Sherwood, CCA   

Cell: 796-9004 
 

Phone: 315/829/2753 

Toll Free: 800/982/0851 

Fax: 315/829/2273 

Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 

Farm Loans       Crop Insurance 

Agribusiness Loans Credit Life Insurance 

Leasing       Payroll Services 

Appraisal Services  Business Planning  

Tax Services       Estate Planning 

Financial Records    Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 



N
o

n
-P

ro
fit 

U
S

 P
o

stag
e
 

P
aid

 

O
risk

a
n

y
, N

Y
  

1
3

4
2
4
 

P
erm

it #
 6

8
 

1
2
1
 S

e
c
o
n
d
 S

tre
e
t 

O
risk

a
n
y
, N

Y
 1

3
4
2
4
 

C
h
a
n

g
e S

erv
ice R

eq
u
ested

 

«
T

ex
t2

» 
«
T

ex
t3

» 
«
T

ex
t4

» 
«
T

ex
t5

» 


