
February 2010 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County’s 

Farm Flash  
2010 Crop Congress: February 26                      

Whites Farm Supply Inc., Sangerfield,(315)-841-4181 
Sponsored by                                                

CCE Oneida Co.,                                              
Whites farm Supply and                                       
Oneida Co. Farm Bureau 

9:45 Registration    
10:00 DOT Regs for farm vehicles Troop D State Police  

10:45 Feeding strategies for components Larry Chase, Cornell  
11:30 Crop Diseases/Mycotoxins Keith Waldron, NYS IPM  

12:15 Lunch    
12:45 New Herbicides Russ Hahn, Cornell  

1:30 Alfalfa Variety performance Julie Hansen, Cornell  
2:15 Sprayer set-up, maintenance TBA, Demco Rep  

3:00 Q/A Program ends    
   

Preregister by Feb 19th call Mary or Jeff at 841-4181  
Est. NYSDEC credits: 3.0  CCA Credits available 

 
 
 
 

Richardson Farms  (T&P Sales) 
Crop Meeting, March 2nd, 9:45-3pm, Verona Fire Hall 

Agenda, and NYSDEC credits  TBA 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  
WELCOMES  
Soil & Water  

to our building on Feb 1st.   
For more information please visit their Website at   

http://oneidaswcd.org/ 
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  Upcoming  Events 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County Master Gardeners present 
Native Wildflowers and Eat Your Weeds Gardening Classes        

on Thursday, March 18th,                                        
Native Wildflower Class 6pm—7 pm,                                 

Eat Your Weeds Class 7:15pm—8:15pm.                              
Cost is $12 for both classes.  $2 discount if you are enrolled with CCE of 

Oneida County.   Please call the Extension to register at 736-3394. 

Introduction to QuickBooks Pro I: 
Those interested in learning to organize, manage and understand basic 
record keeping using the QuickBooks Pro software, should attend a 
meeting at CCE on February 18, 2010 from 6:30pm-9:00pm.  This 
meeting will introduce some basic accounting concepts to better 
understand the flow of financial data.  This class will show you how to 
be comfortable moving through the software, and you will learn how to 
generate reports for the management and tax preparation of your 
organization. The presentation is geared toward the Agricultural 
Industry, however, other organizations are welcome to participate as 
there will be time to address other industry concerns.  
The fee to attend the meeting is $10.  Registration is required and due 
by February 16, 2010. If you have a laptop and/or QuickBooks 
preloaded please bring to the meeting. For more information, contact 
Bonnie Collins 736-3394 x104 or bsc33@cornell.edu.   

Using the Internet to Market Your Farm Products: 

Learn about using the internet to market your farm products, and 
about the Foodshed Buying Club, on February 23, 2010 at 7pm at  

CCE Oneida County (121 Second Street, Oriskany).                      
For more information, contact Jim Manning 736-3394 x129 or 

jpm277@cornell.edu.                                           
Please see the related story on the next page. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida Co. will host a roundtable 
discussion for all interested livestock producers.  This casual meeting 

will be held at CCE Oneida County (121 Second Street, Oriskany).           
Saturday March 13th from 10:00am – 12:30pm.                     

Please consider joining us to share your concerns and ideas for future 
programming.  RSVP by March 8th  to                               

Marylynn Collins at 736-3394 ext. 132 or mrm7@cornell.edu 



 We live in farm country, but as farmers, how many of us 
ever knowingly have a direct interaction with the customer for our 
products?  Our milk may well end up in our friends’ and neighbors’ 
grocery carts, but not before it passes through the hands of a 
number of middlemen, and any direct connection is erased.   
And as consumers, when we buy a food product, how often do we 
know who produced it, where, and how?  While most people 
recognize and appreciate the economic efficiency of this system, 
more and more farmers and consumers are wondering if there are 
alternatives that can put them back in direct touch with each 
other. 
 There are plenty of real challenges to re-establishing the 
farmer to consumer link, ranging from food safety issues and 
regulatory requirements to the practical question of how much of 
a marketing role a farmer is willing to add to the already 
significant demands of running a farm.  Local farmers’ markets, 
CSAs, marketing cooperatives and regional processing facilities 
are all efforts to address these issues.   
 One Utica consumer, Shulamis Giordani, was looking for 
local sources of food for her family and for the kids at the day 
care facility she runs.  In the process, she came up with an idea 
that she launched on January 1st 2010, and it shows real promise 
to facilitate the farmer-to-consumer connection.   Most notably, 
this project shows the real potential for using the internet to 
develop direct markets for farmers. 
 The Foodshed Buying Club (www.foodshedbuyingclub.com) 
invites people to join for just $15 per year.   As a member, you 
place your order from the website before midnight each Sunday, 
and pick it up the following Friday afternoon at 1607 Genesee 
Street in Utica.  Since the launch, dozens of customers have been 
buying from about half a dozen local farmers each week, 
representing over $1,000 each week in new sales for local 
farmers.  At this point, the site features mostly meat, eggs, dairy 
products and honey; as the growing season arrives, of course, it 
will feature fresh local produce as well. 
 One of the keys to the Foodshed Buying Club is that 
Shulamis has used readily available (and free or cheap) internet 
tools to build interaction and community around the service.  In 
addition to the website, the Club has a Facebook page where 
Shulamis frequently posts news about food and health and asks 
for input from members.   

Direct marketing your farm products 
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  On the website itself, customers can review products, and 
farmers have the opportunity to interact directly with customers.  
Most recently, Shulamis has set up a “Foodshed merchandise club” 
online where members can purchase totebags, mugs, and even a 
trucker’s cap with a picture of a slab of bacon under the logo. 
Farmers who are interested in learning more about the 
potential to use the internet to market their products, and 
about the Foodshed Buying Club, should plan on attending 
the meeting “Using the internet to market your farm 
products” on February 27, 2010 at 7pm at CCE Oneida (121 
Second Street, Oriskany).  For more information, contact 
Jim Manning 736-3394 x129 or jpm277@cornell.edu. 

Master Beekeeper Program offers Apprentice Level       
Spring Course – April & May  

The Cornell University Master Beekeeper Program will conduct its 
two-day Apprentice Level Spring Workshop twice this year. Topics 
include the biology of the honey bee; starting with bees and 
beekeeping equipment; colony inspection; spring and summer 
management; and IPM for honey bee pests, parasites, pathogens 
and predators. Course fee is $140 and will include 2-hours of field 
work each day. Dates of classes are:  

 
• April 24-25, 9am-6pm at the Betterbee in Greenwich, NY 
• May 1-2, 9am-6pm at the Dyce Lab in Ithaca, NY 
 
New beekeepers and experienced beekeepers looking for a 
refresher course are encouraged to attend. A workshop manual and 
refreshments are provided. For more information and to register 
visit http://www.masterbeekeeper.org/masterbeekeeper.htm.  

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 
Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 
years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 
PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 



NY FARM SHOW 2010 
Helping Farmers Produce More from Their Woodlots 
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The New York Forest Owners Association, New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation, Cornell Cooperative Extension, and 
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry will present a 
series of free forestry programs on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
February 25, 26, and 27 at the New York Farm Show at the State 
Fairgrounds in Syracuse.  
 
The Farm Show has many exhibits displaying information, equipment, 
and items of interest to landowners as well as farmers. Landowners 
who own woodland as part of their property can get information on 
many subjects that will help them enhance the value of their woodlots 
for timber, wildlife, and recreation.  
 
The following seminars will be presented in the Arts and Home Center 
Building.  
 

Forest Management Seminars 
Feb 25 Thursday 
1:00  Wild Turkey Biology, History, Management, and the Role of 
NWTF - Doug Little, National Wild Turkey Federation Regional Biologist 
(New York/New England) 
2:00  Conservation Easements for New York Farmland - Don Fisher, 
President, Pomeroy Associates 
 
Feb 26 Friday 
10:00  Your Woodlot Is An Asset, Make It Work For You- Dr. Peter 
Smallidge, NYS Extension Forester, Cornell Cooperative Extension, 
Cornell University 
11:00  Silviculture as it applies to Three Current Invasive Pests 
(Emerald Ash Borer, Asian Long Horn Beetle, & Hemlock Wooly 
Adelgid) - Dr. Ralph Nyland, Distinguished Professor, SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry 
1:00   Managing Beech in Woodlots - Dr. Peter Smallidge, NYS 
Extension Forester, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Cornell University 
2:00   Getting the Most in a Down Market Dave Skeval, SAF Certified 
Forester, Consulting Forester, Acer Forestry  
3:00   Importance of Stewardship & Management Plans for Your 
Woodlot John Graham, Senior DEC Service Forester 
 



 

TOMATO/POTATO Late Blight 2010! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• That if your pH is off plants cant absorb                
nutrients.  (HAVE YOUR SOIL TESTED) 

• Failing to rotate crops causes soil nutrient          
deficiencies. 

• Plants that are stressed are more susceptible to 
insects & diseases. 

C O R N E L L   
C O O P E R A T I V E  
E X T E N S I O N  O F  
O N E I D A  C O U N T Y  

121 Second St. 
Oriskany, NY 13424 
Phone: 315-736-3394         
Fax: 315-736-2580 

Left over Potatoes may be the infecting agents in 
2010. 
• Remove all potatoes from the soil 
• Do not allow any potatoes to germinate from last 

years crop 
• If they do, remove/destroy by bagging and     

sending to the landfill. 
• Be sure to use disease free seed 

 
LOOK FOR 2010 CORNELL 

RECCOMMENDS 
 VEGETABLE VARIETIES  

FOR NY STATE  
ON OUR WEBSITE 

Feb 27 Saturday 10:00  Timber Value: The Market, Present and 
Future Andy Metz, Consulting Forester, Cortland Forestry 
11:00  Wild Canines of New York: Coyotes, Foxes, and Wolves 
Nathan Roberts, Natural Resources Department, Cornell University 
 
There will also be a joint New York Forest Owners Association, 
NYSDEC, CCE, and SUNY ESF Forestry Information Booth, I55, in 
the International Building each day of the Farm Show. Before or 
after the seminar presentations, people can go to the booth and talk 
with knowledgeable Forest Owners Association volunteers, DEC 
Service Foresters, CCE Extension Foresters and with Master Forest 
Owner volunteers. Free information (brochures, publications, people, 
organizations, and resources) will be available at the booth. People 
can sign up for more information or for a free visit to their woodlot. 
The International Building has many forestry related exhibits for 
landowners. For further information contact:  
Jamie Christensen 315-472-5323 kchriste@twcny.rr.com, or  
John Druke 315-656-2313 jcdruke@twcny.rr.com.  

FS Growmark Crop Meetings: 
 

Feb 2nd Waterville American Legion 9:45-3pm 
 

Feb 3rd VJs Restaurant, Hamilton NY 9:45-3pm 



NOTICE:  Dairy Farmers - H.P. Hood in Vernon is still looking for 
local farmers interested in feeding Whey by-product. If interested, 
contact Phillip Campbell or Steve Shaw at 829-2350. For more 
information contact Marty Broccoli, CCE at 736-3394  Ext. 121. 

2009 Tax Forms Available at Extension Office 
Looking for W2’s or 1099’s forms? Many of the required Federal and 
New York State tax forms are now available at your Extension office.  
If you would like to obtain many of the printable forms the websites 
are: Federal IRS, http://www.irs.gov/formspubs/ , and the New York 
State, is http://www.tax.state.ny.us/forms/. 

Help Support the Food Bank 
Oneida County dairy farmers have a new opportunity to fight food 
insecurity in Central and Northern New York State. 
Dairy farmer Joan Smith of Oneida County and Peter Ricardo of the 
Food Bank of Central New York (FBCNY) have developed a pilot 
program which will utilize donated animals that are still healthy but 
coming off production. An approved USDA processor in Oneida 
County will take the first animal (donated by Joan) for processing in 
late March. The frozen ground beef, in two pound packages, will be 
picked up and distributed by the FBCNY. FBCNY currently delivers 
nearly 1 million pounds of food to over 50 member programs in 
Oneida County. 
The hopes of this program will be to eventually coordinate processing 
dates and one animal per month (maybe more!). Processing dates for 
the short term will rely on cancelations. While the main focus is on 
culled dairy cows, surplus ground beef from beef cattle would 
certainly be welcomed. Peter continues to take calls regarding 
produce donations and thanks Oneida County growers for their 
wonderful crop support. 
If you are interested in a tax deductable donation or have questions 
about the program please call Joan Smith, Sauquoit, 737-8907 or 
Peter Ricardo at the Food Bank of Central New York,  
437-1899 ext 233. 

Are you a retired farmer or an experienced Ag student  
looking for part time work?   

Have you considered farm sitting?  On occasion,             
Cooperative Extension receives calls from farmers                     

that have a need for a short term farm sitter.                        
We would like to maintain a list of interested individuals.             

Please contact  Linda in the Ag department                          
at Cooperative Extension 736-3394 ext 124                         

if you would like to learn more. 



Grow Your Dream: Online Courses  
To Help You Plan for Success 

Would like some guidance on the development or expansion of a 
farm enterprise, but are unable to attend any trainings near you? 
Are you comfortable enough with a computer to consider learning 
online? Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Cornell Small Farms 
Program have created two new online courses to help you plan your 
marketing and understand the legal and regulatory logistics related 
to starting a farm business. Join experienced CCE educators and 25 
of your farmer peers in a dynamic learning experience that 
incorporates both self-paced readings and real-time virtual meetings 
with discussion forums, homework activities, guest presenters, and 
developing a customized plan for your next steps in farming. 
 
The Cornell Small Farms Program and Cornell Cooperative Extension 
(CCE) present: 

BF 201: Marketing What You Produce 
Most of us go into farming with the thought of making some - or 
all - of our livelihood through the sale of what we make or 
grow.  Successful farmers plan each aspect of their operation 
carefully, and marketing is no exception.  Completion of this 
online program will enable you to create a marketing plan that 
will help you maximize your return on your investment. 

 
Prerequisites:   Successful completion of at least one of our 101-
level online courses and/or completion of preliminary work in 
defining your farm or other agriculturally-based business goals 
and mission. 
Course dates: 6 weeks beginning Thurs. Mar 4, 2010 and ending 
Apr 15. 

Instructor: Laura Biasillo - CCE Broome County 
 

BF 101: What Do I Need to Do to Become a Farm Business? 
New farmers often ask “How does my enterprise officially become 
recognized as a farm?”  This question has many answers, all of 
which you’ll learn as a participant in this course. The course is for 
aspiring or beginning farmers seeking to learn about the 
commercial, legal and tax implications of farming. 

Course length: 6 weeks beginning Thurs. Mar 4, 2010 and ending 
Apr 15 

Instructor: Steve Hadcock - CCE Columbia County 
COST is $150 per course 

 
TO REGISTER, or for more details on course format and 
requirements, please visit http://www.nybeginningfarmers.org/
index.php?page=onlinecourse 



Milk Price Watch for Oneida County 

Thirteen months through December 2009 
These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the 
Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  When 

MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also shows the total 
price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or estimated payments. 
Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 
charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix  

(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).           
Your actual check will depend on these factors. 

Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 
 

Buddy Richardson & Family 
Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 

GROWMARK FS 
———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 
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On the next page is a chart with the performance comparison of 
alfalfa varieties planted in 2006 in a trial in Ithaca.  You will note that 
most of these newer varieties are producing 1-1.5 dry tons/ac more 
than the check varieties which were introduced 2 decades ago. You 
will also note that some of the experimental varieties are out 
producing most of the top released cultivars. 

Each year Julie Hansen, Cornell Plant Breeder, and crew plant and 
harvest  hundreds of variety plots throughout the state  to provide 
you with a comparison of performance of a number of new varieties. 
There is too much information to be published in this newsletter so I 
have selected to report the results from one location for alfalfa, 
timothy, orchardgrass and reed canraygrass. If you want to access 
the full report you can find it at this website: http://
plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/cals/pbg/programs/departmental/forage/
upload/2009_ForageSummary_Total.pdf. 

Cornell Forage Crop Variety performance Results 2009 

Crop Shorts                                  
By Jeff Miller 
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We definitely have some areas of the county where we battle 
nutsedge.  Farmers have been winning that battle in corn fields with 
products like Lumax, Bicep and Cinch; all applied preemergence. What 
about glyphosate ? Glyphosate does a reasonable job of controlling 
nutsedge with some moderate number of escapes. Russ Hahn, Cornell, 
did a trial in 2009 where he tried roundup power max alone or in 
combination with 2, 4 and 6oz of Yukon (permit + banvel) . The 
treatments were applied to 3.5” tall nutsedge in Cobeskill and 13” tall 
nutsedge in Ithaca. You will note that you lose effectiveness if you 
apply  these herbicides as late as they were applied in Ithaca. Corn 
silage yields of the Yukon + Roundup treatments did not differ from 
each other but were an average of 6 tons/ac higher than the yield of 
corn silage with only Roundup.  Based on these results there would be 
no benefit to applying any more than the 2oz rate of Yukon with an 
appropriate rate of Glyphosate to your fields with RR/GR corn  to 
control a host of weeds including yellow nutsedge. 

Yellow nutsedge control in Glyphosate resistant corn:  

New Buy/ Trade Opportunity 
So maybe you have been on EBAY or Craigs list and have been 
successful at buying selling or trading some farm related item. A new 
website has been created to expand your opportunity to buy,  sell and 
or trade items you may have or need on the farm. The new site is an 
online bulletin board where farmers and other  agriculturalists can buy, 
sell and trade surplus agricultural materials  and farm byproducts 
throughout New York State. Try it out: NYAgtrader.org.  
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Social Security and Farm Workers 
According to the IRS most farm workers are covered by Social 
Security. If you employ covered workers, you must keep records of 
their wages, withhold their Social Security and Medicare taxes, report 
their wages and pay all taxes due.   
Farm workers under your direction and control cannot be considered 
independent contractors. They are employees and their wages must 
be reported to Social Security.  
Farm workers are covered by Social Security if you pay them: 

• $150 or more in cash wages during the calendar year for 
farm work, or 

• Less than $150 in cash wages, but your totals expensed 
for agricultural labor are $2,500 or more in a year. 

If you employ farm workers, you must: 
• Keep a record for each worker 
• Collect and pay Social Security taxes 
• Prepare Form 943 
• Provide a pay statement and prepare a W2 form 

If the farm worker moves frequently and has trouble getting mail, 
you can give him or her  a W-2 when the job ends. For more 
information on farm workers and other issues for Agriculture, get IRS 
publication 51, Circular A (Agricultural Employer’s Tax Guide) contact  
Bonnie Collins at the Cooperative Extension office at 736-3394 x104, 
 
Who should report Farm Income?  
• Anyone who has net earnings of $400 or more in one year must 

report those earnings and pay Social Security and Medicare taxes 
on them.  

• If you have less than $400 net profit, you still may be able to pay 
the taxes and thus earn the Social Security and Medicare 
protection by using the “farm option method” of reporting.  

• If you have low net earnings or a loss, you may want to use the 
“farm optional method” for reporting income. Using this method, 
you can report more net profit than you actually had, letting you 
pay the self-employment tax on this amount and get Social 
Security and Medicare protection. You may use this method in 
either one of the following situations:  
 

Agriculture Tax Topics 



Congratulations  

• If your gross income is $2,400 or less, you have the option of 
reporting your real net profit or two-thirds of your gross income 
amount. 
• If your gross income is more than $2,400, but your net income is 
less than $1,600, you have the option of reporting your real net profit 
or $1,600. 
More detailed information is available in IRS Publication 225, 
Farmer’s Tax Guide. To request this publication and the tax forms you 
need, call IRS’ toll-free number, 1-800-Tax-Form (1-800-829-3676) 
or stop at Cornell Cooperative Extension, at 121 Second Street, 
Oriskany, where many of the Federal and New York State forms are 
available.  
 
Preparing for Tax Preparation 
Now is the time to be sure all financial information is gathered, 
organized and available for tax preparation. Regardless, if you’re 
using a Cornell Farm Account book, a computer software package, or 
a small shoe box, be sure all farm operational expenses are include. 
Ever legitimate expense business recorded will reduce your tax bill.  
Also, be sure to include detailed information on new capital 
equipment purchases and/or major building improvements or new 
structures.  
This detailed information should include: 

• Date of purchase or improvement 
• Description of the asset 
• The associated cost 
• Estimates useful life 
• Trade in value if applicable 

The Bishopp Family Farm in Deansboro, NY  and                   
The Pugh Farm in the Town of Steuben were recently     
honored at the NY State Ag Society Meeting for being a       

Century Farm. 
The Century Farm program is testament to the fine traditions of 
progressive agriculture and community service by farm families 

in New York State. The program began in 1937 and honors   
New York Farms in continuous operation on the same land by 
the same family for 100 years or more. Ten deserving farm 

families are recognized annually by the Society                  
CONGRATULATIONS! 



The Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) provides payments 
to producers or entities that deliver eligible biomass material to 
designated biomass conversion facilities for use as heat, power, 
biobased products or biofuels.  Initial assistance will be for the 
Collection, Harvest, Storage and Transportation (CHST) costs 
associated with the delivery of eligible materials. 

 
                  How does one qualify? 

Presently, BCAP assists agricultural and forest land owners and 
operators with matching payments for the amount paid for the 
collection, harvest, storage and transportation (CHST) of eligible 
material by a qualified Biomass Conversion Facility (BCF).   To qualify 
for payments, potential biomass crop producers must participate in 
and be approved as part of a “BCAP project area” that is physically 
located within an economically viable distance from a biomass 
conversion facility.  (So far, there are three biomass conversion 
facilities in our area,  Lyonsdale Biomass Facility in Lyons Falls, NY,  
New England Wood Pellet in Schuyler, NY,  International Paper 
Company  in Ticonderoga,  NY) 

 
                How long are contracts? 

BCAP contracts supports establishing and producing eligible crops for 
the conversions to bio-energy through project areas and on contract 
acreage up to 5 years for annual and non-woody perennial crops or 
up to 15 years for woody perennial crops.  This provision for farmers 
and producers will be implemented in the future.    Producers also 
need to have a contract with a biomass user facility, which has 
agreed to convert these crops to energy, and the facility needs to 
demonstrate sufficient equity to comply with the contract. 

 
          What types of payments are there? 

The CHST Matching Payment Program will provide eligible material 
owners matching payments for the sale and delivery of eligible 
material to a CHST-qualified BCF. These payments will be available to 
eligible material owners at the rate of $1 for each $1 per dry ton paid 
by the CHST-qualified BCF to the eligible material owners, limited to a 
maximum of $45 per dry ton and limited to a 2-year payment 
duration 
 

What Agency will be administering this program? 
USDA’s  Farm Service Agency.  Our local contact is in Marcy, NY  
Telephone: 315-736-3361  Ext. 2   For more information, visit: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?
area=home&subject=ener&topic=bcap 

 
So what is BCAP anyway?  
                                By Mary Wrege 
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The maple syrup season is one of the first signs of spring during the 
end of February to early March. Maple producers are busy getting their 

trees and equipment ready for the upcoming season. I would like to 
highlight three maple production topics. 

 

• The tradition of using a large quantity of milk to “finish off” 
syrup is not a practice that is widely used or recommended. 
This is an older concept usually done on a small backyard 
scale to keep the foam under control during the evaporation 
process. If you are using this technique, please be aware 
that some consumers may be lactose intolerant. You will 
have to label your syrup accordingly. There are many 
commercial defoaming products on the market that would be 
better suited to control foam.  Only a few drops are 
necessary and would be a better alternative. 

 

• It is important to use a syrup hydrometer or refractometer 
to check the density of syrup. Finished syrup should be at a 
minimum of 66% Brix. There are three types of ways to 
measure the density in syrup.  

1. A syrup hydrometer that has Hot & Cold Test red 
lines to measure the density of syrup at temperatures 
ranging from boiling to below room temperature.  

2. A manual syrup refractometer that must take a 
reading at room temperature.  

3. A digital refractometer that can take a syrup reading 
at any temperature. Please be aware that taking a 
hot reading is not always accurate & you must 
continue to take readings until two in a row are the 
same when using the digital refractometer.  

 
The operation of a filter press is for the more advanced maple 
producers in the sugarhouse. Syrup must be between 200-220 degrees 
to go through the press. Try using pipe insulation around your hoses 
and cover your plates with a piece of aluminum foil & towel to keep the 
press warm. You need to run the press with finished syrup as soon as it 
is taken off the evaporator or you must bring it up to syrup in a 
finishing pan and then run it through. If you finish on an evaporator 
and draw off into a filter press tank, you will need to add two cups of 
food grade filter aid   (continued on next page) 

 
Maple Season is Fast Approaching 



Mark Smith  
Full Time Forage Specialist 
Smith Ag Service   
PO Box 1018 
Morrisville NY 13408      
315-684-7737 
315-447-7579 Mobile 

to two gallons of syrup and then run the press. If you use a 
finishing pan, you must draw out two gallons of syrup into a bucket, 
add two cups of food grade filter aid and run through the press. 
This is because the filter aid must coat the papers inside the press 
before you start to pump all your syrup through it. You will need to 
create layers of filter aid along with niter (sugarsand) to have the 
press working correctly.  Papers alone will not filter your syrup. The 
addition of filter aid should be repeated 3-5 more times in small 
amounts of syrup and eventually taper off. Keep in mind that 
amount of niter that you are experiencing will be different every 
season and may change within the season. The more niter you have 
the less filter aid you will use but you must not skip the initial 
coating of the papers using filter aid. The amounts of filter aid will 
vary and you will have to trust your judgment base upon what you 
are experiencing. It is always better to add to much filter aid then 
to little. 



LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

andy.dugan@blueseal.com 

POHL’S FEEDWAY INC. 
—————————————— 

Feeds & Crop Needs 
Custom Mixed Feeds 

PO Box 246  4560 Verona Rd 
Vernon NY 13476 

 
Dana Pohl  Cell: 796-9005 
Gary E. Sherwood, CCA   

Cell: 796-9004 
 

Phone: 315/829/2753 
Toll Free: 800/982/0851 

Fax: 315/829/2273 

First Pioneer Farm Credit, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

♦   Farm Loans       ♦   Crop Insurance 
♦   Agribusiness Loans ♦  Credit Life Insurance 
♦   Leasing       ♦   Payroll Services 
♦   Appraisal Services  ♦   Business Planning  
♦   Tax Services       ♦   Estate Planning 
♦   Financial Records    ♦   Profit Improvement 
 
995 State Route 12 PO Box 60 Sangerfield, NY  13455 
(800) 762-3276 (315) 841-3398  FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.firstpioneer.com 

Bob Pawloski     
       335-2210   

Lime delivered in loads & 
spreader / 30 ton available 
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