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2010 Agriculture Enrollment 
  

In the past we have run an enrollment campaign to 
help secure funds to help us cover some of the costs 
of providing agricultural workshops and newsletters.         
It has been a difficult year for us, those we serve and 
our nation as we navigate this uncharted economic 

climate. We don’t want to add to your financial 
burden so we are not asking for a financial 

contribution to be an enrolled member this year. 
 

We do want to know if you support             
Cooperative Extension  

and you can do that by simply calling the office at  
736-3394 ext 124, telling us that you want to be an 
enrolled member and helping us to make sure that 
we have up to date contact information so that we 
can let you know about upcoming programs and 

workshops. 
 

Your friends at Cooperative Extension. 

  
  

Are you a retired farmer or an experienced Ag student  
looking for part time work?   

Have you considered farm sitting?  On occasion,             
Cooperative Extension receives calls from farmers                      

that have a need for a short term farm sitter.                           
We would like to maintain a list of interested individuals.             

Please contact  Linda in the Ag department                             
at Cooperative Extension 736-3394 ext 124                            

if you would like to learn more. 



  Upcoming  Events 

 
Maple Producers Winter Conference 

 
On January 8th & 9th, the 2010 Maple Producers Winter Conference 
will be held at the Vernon Verona Sherrill School in Verona.  
Friday is an evening session with trade show and Saturday is an 
all day session with trade show. If you would like more informa-
tion and to register, please contact KEITH SCHIEBEL, VVS FFA,  
5275 State Route 31, Verona, NY 13478 or 829-2520 Ext. 262 

Learn QuickBooks Pro Level II: 

 
Every business needs to track payments, create invoices and 
manage expenses. QuickBooks Pro computer software can help 
you do just that. Start the New Year with a reliable, quick and 
understandable software program. 
 
Become a confident QuickBooks user by attending the level II, 
QuickBooks workshop at Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Oneida County. We will use an agricultural business as our 
example. You will learn accounting fundamentals, know why you 
are performing tasks and why they’re important, and avoid the 
most common mistakes in using the program for any industry. 
 
This workshop will be held on January 14th, 2010 at the Oneida 
County Extension office from 10:00 am – 12:30 pm, at 121 
Second Street, Oriskany, NY.  Registration is required and a 
nominal $5 fee is requested to cover printed materials and 
refreshments. If you have a laptop available, bringing it to class 
is highly recommended, with the QuickBooks software installed. 
 
Please make your reservation as soon as possible by calling    
315/736-3394 x 104, seating is limited. 
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Farwell to Heather Sweeney   
 Heather grew up on a dairy farm in Northern Oneida County 
and was an active participant in the 4-H program at Cooperative 
Extension.  She took a position as a Dairy and Livestock Agent with 
CCE of Oneida County soon after graduating from Cornell. During 
her 15 years with Cooperative Extension she held many 
informative, hands on programs like Hoof trimming, Milker and 
Herdsman training.   She initiated two newsletters; Livestock 
Extension and Horse Highlights and answered many dairy and 
livestock producers questions.  In the past few years Heather 
assumed additional responsibilities in 4-H animal science youth 
programming.  
 She received great enjoyment in teaching area youth in our  
4-H programs.  Heather has now taken a position as an agriculture 
teacher at Adirondack High School.  We all wish her well in this 
new chapter of her life. We also know that our paths will continue 
to cross. 
 
Welcome to Marylynn Collins 
 Marylynn Collins is joining the ag team at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Oneida County on January 11, 2010.  
She will be providing educational programming and support for 
local dairy and livestock producers.  Marylynn grew up on a dairy 
farm.  She received an Associates degree in vet science at SUNY 
Canton and received her Bachelor of Science degree in Animal 
Science/Dairy Management from Cornell.  She is married to a local 
dairy farmer in Chadwicks.  Marylynn and her husband also raise 
beef cattle.   
 Marylynn is looking forward to meeting all of our local dairy 
and livestock producers.  She can be reached by phone at 736-
3394 ext 132, or by email at mrm7@cornell.edu. 
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS: LESSONS LEARNED 2009 

 
“This year we’ve had to be more careful with our expenses. The 
industry has changed, It’s no longer just a way of life, but a business” 
according to Gale Moser, a dairy farmer in Idaho. Being businessmen, 
he adds, dairy farmers need to plan for the future and be prepared 
for both the highs and the lows.   
 
State Agriculture Commissioner Patrick Hooker said “ The challenge 
for producers today is much more than just a ‘good’ milk price; 
rather, it is how profits are made at the margin, a margin that is 
constantly changing.” 
 
County farm women have recognized the phenomenon of being 
appreciated as female farm operators who have provided a major 
contribution to the successful function and diversity of their farms 
and families. Participants of the Women Farming Today discussion 
group we surveyed on what kind of support, aide, and information 
women in farming need. Their responses included emotional support , 
networking, farm/family relations, education, business and current 
agricultural information. Having and understanding the information 
available to monitor cash flow has been a tremendous help. during 
the current milk-price slump. " Tracking expenses enables you to 
better run the business," says Lisa Frost, a dairy producer and group 
member from Sauquoit. 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension can help you recognize; your way of 
life in agriculture, as a business, learn to appreciate and honor 
yourself and your family, develop comfortable communication skills, 
and to remember what’s really important? The Agricultural staff at 
Extension is always searching for ways to offer and assist in 
answering your questions with research and insight to help you 
sustain the business you’re in.  Our staff is here to improve your skills 
in many areas of farm business management, including: Production 
management, financial management, debt restructuring, leadership, 
labor management, risk management, and succession planning. 
Please call for any assistance and lto find out about scheduled 
programs in the coming year.  



 
OPEN ENROLLMENT for AG-DISTRICTS 

 
In September of 2003, the Department of Agricultural and 

Markets amended a section of the law adding section 303-b which 
states that counties must select a 30 day period in which a 
landowner can submit a request for inclusion of any viable 
agricultural land in an already established Agricultural District.   
Oneida County has selected the month of January, with 
applications being accepted until JANUARY 31ST .   

 
The procedure  

1.  Persons wishing to submit an application should pick up 
forms at their Town Clerk's Office, complete the forms and return 
them to the Oneida County Planning Department, Union Station, 
321 Main St., Utica, NY 13501, postmarked by January 31st, 
2010. 

2.  Applications will then be reviewed by the Farmland 
Protection Board, after which time, the Farmland Protection Board 
will hold a Public Hearing.  The members will vote to adopt or 
reject the inclusion of such land. 

3.  The Farmland Protection Board will forward the results 
of the Public Hearing, along with their recommendations to the 
County Board of Legislators.   

4.  The County Board of Legislators will have the final vote 
for acceptance and then will forward their resolution to the 
Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets who certifies that the 
inclusion of such land would serve the public interest by assisting 
in maintaining a viable agricultural industry within the district. 

5.  Within 30 days, the Commissioner of Ag & Markets will 
send notice of certification to the County and notification will be 
made to the individuals that submitted applications.  Once the 
parcels have been certified by the State, assessors can make 
changes to the tax rolls. 

 
If you have any questions, you may contact Brymer 

Humphreys Chair of the Farmland Protection Board at 793-3108, 
Guy Sassaman at the Oneida County Planning Department at     
798-5710, Marty Broccoli at the Cooperative Extension at 736-
3394 or Ron Mead at the Department of Agriculture and Markets 
at         518-457-2713. 
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DAIRY FARM BUSINESS SUMMARY 2009 

NOTICE:  Dairy Farmers - H.P. Hood in Vernon is still looking for 
local farmers interested in feeding Whey by-product. If interested, 
contact Phillip Campbell or Steve Shaw at 829-2350. For more 
information contact Marty Broccoli, CCE at 736-3394  Ext. 121. 

2009 Tax Forms Available at Extension Office 
 

Looking for W2’s or 1099’s forms? Many of the required Federal and 
New York State tax forms are now available at your Extension office.  
If you would like to obtain many of the printable forms the websites 
are: Federal IRS, http://www.irs.gov/formspubs/ , and the New York 
State, is http://www.tax.state.ny.us/forms/. 

In recent months, we have been emphasizing the usefulness of    
Cornell’s Dairy Farm Business Summary (DFBS) for analyzing and 
benchmarking your dairy farm’s performance over time and against 
other NY State dairies.  We have been reviewing the categories of  
records you need to maintain in order to analyze your business, 
whether using the DFBS or any other tool, which are: 
 

Assets 
Liabilities 
Receipts 
Expenses 
Crop production 
Labor 

 
Since we have just closed out another year, NOW is the time to con-
sider whether you are ready to participate in the Dairy Farm Business 
Summary for 2009.  If so, Farm Business Management Educators 
Bonnie Collins and Jim Manning can help you get your records in the 
system so that going forward you can evaluate how your costs and 
financial ratios compare to other dairies in the state, and so you can 
manage for their improvement over time. 
 
If you’d like to discuss joining the DFBS program now, contact us at 
736-3394 (Jim ext 129 or Bonnie ext 104). 



Richardson Farms 
Agricultural Spray Materials 

Corn and Grass Seed 
Bulk & Bag Feed 

Custom Soybeans Roasting 
 

Buddy Richardson & Family 
Skinner Rd. Vernon Center, NY 

(315) 829-8000 

Corn is becoming an even more significant crop in the U.S. as 
ethanol production is scaling up. Hay used to be the dominant crop in 
our county in terms of acreage. Now corn and all hay acres are both at 
32,000 acres each as of 2008.       

Cooperative Extension has a history of helping local farmers 
optimize corn production  for grain and silage production predominantly 
as a feed for their livestock. CCE of Oneida County has collaborated 
with Cornell researchers and local farmers to establish variety trials in 
our area so that farmers could compare their performance  and pick 
the best varieties for their farms. Other trials included testing of 
nutrient rates that would optimize corn production. Additional trials 
were conducted to test different methods of herbicide application and 
different types of herbicides on weed control in local corn fields. Some 
of the early trials of roundup in roundup tolerant corn in NY were 
conducted in our county. Still more trials were conducted to test new 
planting methods  and tillage methods to help farmers optimize plant 
populations and corn seedling development.  Ultimately these and all of 
the other research that has been conducted has been to help local 
farmers produce a profitable crop of corn. 

Farmers have to incorporate  the technologies and techniques , 
developed through research, that fit their resources, in their own fields 
with the goal of producing reasonable yields of high quality corn at a 
reasonable price. CCE has been collaborating  with a local agribusiness 
for the past 5 years entering local farmers in a statewide corn contest. 

  Andy Mower, Pioneer Hybrids and CCE staff measured the yield 
and grain moisture levels  on 1.25 acres  in each of 21 farm fields  
entered by local farmers into the state wide contest this year.  Contest 
participants and other growers can  review  the results of the contest to 
identify what they can adopt that would help them improve their corn 
production. 

Please refer to the chart on the next page 

GROWMARK FS 
———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

2009 Corn Contest Results 



First Pioneer Farm Credit, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

♦   Farm Loans       ♦   Crop Insurance 
♦   Agribusiness Loans ♦  Credit Life Insurance 
♦   Leasing       ♦   Payroll Services 
♦   Appraisal Services  ♦   Business Planning  
♦   Tax Services       ♦   Estate Planning 
♦   Financial Records    ♦   Profit Improvement 
 
995 State Route 12 PO Box 60 Sangerfield, NY  13455 
(800) 762-3276 (315) 841-3398  FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.firstpioneer.com 

POHL’S FEEDWAY INC. 
—————————————— 

Feeds & Crop Needs 
Custom Mixed Feeds 

PO Box 246  4560 Verona Rd 
Vernon NY 13476 

 
Dana Pohl  Cell: 796-9005 
Gary E. Sherwood, CCA   

Cell: 796-9004 
 

Phone: 315/829/2753 
Toll Free: 800/982/0851 

Fax: 315/829/2273 



Milk Price Watch for Oneida County 
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Thirteen months through November 2009 
 
These prices are adjusted from the Federal Milk Order No. 1 for the 
Syracuse location, which determines Oneida County prices.  When 
MILC program payments are in effect, this chart also shows the 
total price after MILC (SUP+MILC) using actual or estimated 
payments. 
Remember that these prices do not reflect marketing and hauling 
charges, and they are based on a standardized component mix 
(3.5% butterfat; 2.99% protein; and 5.69% other solids).  Your 
actual check will depend on these factors. 



This year’s Winter Dairy Management meetings from Cornell’s PRO-
DAIRY will feature tools farms can use to optimize farm income by 
monitoring and managing milk quality, foot health and overall herd 
wellness.  At any milk price, no one likes to see dollars that could 
be held onto leaking away. Quality Milk Production Services’ (QMPS) 
new bulk tank surveillance program used in concert with proven 
milk quality assurance tools can help dairymen to maximize 
saleable outputs (milk).  A herd-level foot health assessment can 
help point you towards health and comfort issues that can often be 
improved with minimal investment.  A new tool from the New York 
Cattle Health Assurance Program (NYSCHAP) brings uniformity to 
the measuring technique. 

Meetings will be held at 11 New York locations in January including: 

January 19, 10:30 – 3:00 – Richfield Springs (Tally-Ho 
Restaurant) – contact Herkimer County CCE at 866-7920 to 
register  

January 22, 10:00 – 3:00 – Carthage (Elks Club) – contact 
Lewis County CCE at 376-5270 to register 

For other locations and dates, see www.ansci.cornell.edu/prodairy/
events/wdm10.html. 

AGENDA 

Money-on-the-Table… Workshop Focus, Case Farms and 
Your Farm’s Data  Dr. Jerry Bertoldo  and Collin McCarthy, NWNY 
Dairy & Field Crops Team , John Conway, PRO-DAIRY & Joan 
Petzen, Wyoming CCE. 

Catching Pathogens at “Stage 0”. QMPS’ New Bulk Tank 
Surveillance Program is the Perfect Complement to Cow Level Tools 
that Help Grab Dollars.  Tonya Van Slyke, Dr. Frank Welcome, Dr. 
Linda Tikofsky, Dr. Gary Bennett and Dr. Mike Zurakowski, QMPS 

Cont. on following page 

 
2010 WINTER DAIRY MANAGEMENT MEETINGS 



Feet Talk. NYSCHAP Foot Health Assessment and Root Cause 
Diagnoses help this New Module Keep Management’s Feet to the Fire. 
Kathy Finnerty, NYSCHAP,  Dr. Paul Virkler, Cornell Vet School 
Population Medicine & Diagnostic Sciences & Frans Vokey, Lewis CCE 

Proud of the job you are doing assuring the health and well-
being of your Herd? Why not tell the Consumer how good your 
Farm is doing with a Whole Herd Animal Welfare Audit? Kathy 
Finnerty, NYSCHAP & Dr. Paul Virkler , Cornell Vet School Population 
Medicine & Diagnostic Sciences 

Your Farm’s Surveillance Data – Question, Answer and Discussion 
Session with all of the Presenters 

 
An important meeting for farm landowners: 

 
Saturday, January 30 – 9am to 12:30pm 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County,  
121 Second Street, Oriskany 

Between one quarter and one third of active farmland in Central 
New York is farmed by someone other than the landowner.  In 
many cases, the relationship between the landowner and farmer is 
longstanding and informal.  As time passes and new generations or 
new owners become involved, new concerns may arise, especially in 
a litigious world.  Landowners and farmers need to understand each 
other’s priorities and risk concerns, and develop appropriate 
agreements to address those. 
Appropriately structured agreements will help ensure that farmers 
continue to have access to the land they need; and that landowners 
can achieve their goals as stewards of their land while managing 
liability risks. 
At this meeting, we will hear from experts on contract and liability 
issues that you should be aware of, whether you are a farmer or a 
landowner.  We will also take the opportunity to address the 
sometimes confusing topic of Ag Districts and Ag Value 
Assessments.  And finally, we will hear from Cornell experts on 
some new opportunities in biofuel production in our area. 
Please RSVP by Monday Jan 25th to Jim Manning at  
736-3394 x129 or by e-mail at jpm277@cornell.edu. 

 
FARM LANDOWNER ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
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Recycling Dairy Plastics 

Best Management Practices to Keep Plastics Clean Enough to Recycle 
 

The Recycling Ag Plastics Project (RAPP) is developing infrastructure 
and markets for waste film and rigid plastics from dairy, livestock 
and horticulture. RAPP is a collaboration of Cornell University with 
agriculture producers and agriculture, environment, economic 
development and solid waste/recycling agencies, organizations and 
businesses.  
 
What are Agriculture Plastics? Plastics have taken the place of 
the longer lasting and/or natural materials that used to be widely 
used on farms. Many of these substitutions make good sense: 
Plastics are often safer to use, improve production efficiency, cost 
less, and permit more flexibility in management than the concrete 
silos, glass greenhouses, sisal twine and other products and 
packaging they replace.   
 
The RAPP looks to RECYCLE!  Ag plastics are less easy to recycle 
because they tend to be dirty.  They are also bulky and widely 
dispersed across the rural landscape, adding complexity and cost to 
collection.  
To address these issues, RAPP is: 

Promoting farmer adoption of Best Management Practices to 
keep ag plastics as clean and dry as possible to be acceptable 
for recycling. 

Acquiring mobile bailing equipment to compact used plastic for 
cost-efficient transport from farms to recyclers. 

Cultivating manufacturing markets to process used plastic into 
new products. 

Promoting consumer purchase of products made from recycled 
Ag plastics. 

 
What criteria are needed in the quality of the Ag plastics for 
Recycling? Good criteria indicators are Ag plastics that are clean, 
dry, appropriate-size bundles and appropriate mixing of different 
kinds of plastics.  Best management practices to keep Ag plastics 
clean enough to recycle include: 

• Avoid mud and manure as much as possible. Don’t run 
tractor over plastic. 

• Cut film before removing silage. 
• Shake or brush off forage, soil and stones. 

 



• Roll or fold dry film into bundles (2’ x 3’). 

• Separate different products and types. Separate bale wrap 
from silage bags, and bunker covers, twine or bale net from 
bale wrap. No PVC accepted. 

• Triple rinse Ag Containers. 

• Store under cover. 

• Baling in 1000-1200 lb., label with permanent marker; type of 
material, date contact/phone/ location. 

 
To learn more visit: http://enviornmentalrisk.cornell.edu/AgPlastics 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 
Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for 21 
years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 
PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

Bob Pawloski     
       335-2210   

Lime delivered in loads & 
spreader / 30 ton available 



Crop Shorts                                  
By Jeff Miller 

Check your purchased feed utilization 
Source Frans Vokey, CCE Lewis Co. 
 Frans wrote an article on this subject in their December 
newsletter. He points out that feed purchases are one of the largest 
expenses in your barn and a little time double checking planned 
feeding rates against grain purchases or inventories can identify over 
or under feeding situations ,both of which , can be very costly to 
your operation.  He cited two situations: one where a farm was 
paying 50% more for grain then the rate they thought they were 
feeding and a  second situation where milk production and 
components were very variable on a farm and after some digging 
found out that the feeder was overfeeding protein one week and 
underfeeding it the next. From these experiences Frans made some 
simple suggestions: 

- Schedule a little time on a regular basis to check your 
utilization of purchased feeds against your feeding program. 

- If you have someone  assigned to feeding, check in with them 
periodically to verify that they are following the feeding 
program 

- Check farm scales with known weights to test their accuracy. 
Selecting corn silage varieties as the foundation for 
next year’s profits 
Source: Tom Kilcer, private agronomic consultant 
 
In the article Tom states 
how important this decision 
is when moving towards a 
high forage diet (> 60% 
forage dry matter in the 
ration). He showed in the 
graph at the right how much 
you can save when you 
substitute  good quality corn 
silage in the diet to replace 
the energy needs from high 
priced grains (2009). 
 
The graph on the following 
page shows that even low 
yields of corn silage would increase savings in 2009 but that these 
savings are significantly increased with higher yields. He also 
showed that this is not always a given. Your costs in producing the 
crop of corn silage and your yield play a significant role in 
determining  how profitable the crop will be as seen in the next  
graph. 



He found that the farmers 
who consistently produce 
the best and most 
economical crop of corn 
silage use the following 
approach: 
• They plant in fields that 
are suitable (no swamp 
land) They soil test so they 
can apply nutrients  
through manure 
applications, fertilizer and 
lime at rates that will not 
limit growth. They use 
methods and timing of 

application to minimize nutrient losses 
• They try to minimize compaction of fields by waiting for soils to 
dry before field operations  like manure spreading, tillage  and 
harvest (when possible). They rip areas of the fields that have been 
compacted. 
• They rotate their crops to break up weed, disease and insect 
cycles and obtain the yield increases that occur when corn follows 
sod or soybeans. 
• They buy good quality hybrids with maturities that fit the 
location. They don’t fall into the trap of buying long season hybrids 
to increase yields (see graph below). Some are choosing BMR 
hybrids  if they have the GDDs and net acreage to produce enough 
tonnage for their needs. 
• They are working on their planters making repairs, replacing 
parts, making  adjustments to the planter so it is working optimally. 
They are planting at 36,000 seeds/ac to achieve a population of 
34,000 plants/ac. Or adjusting populations based on the hybrid  
especially with BMR varieties. 
They adjust harvest equipment to obtain the best feed value for 

their stock changing TLC 
lengths with and without 
processing. They harvest at 
moisture contents that are 
appropriate for their 
storage.  In bunks and 
piles, they are filling 
quickly, packing and sealing 
to obtain optimal 
fermentation and 
preservation of quality 
while minimizing losses. 
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Recommended soybean varieties for NY 
 
Source: Bill Cox and Phil Atkins, Cornell U. 
This was a reasonably good season for local soybean growers. Bean 
plant size was less than usual mainly in response to the cooler 
season and possibly due to wet soil conditions impacting N fixation. 
Yield reports from local growers ranged between 40 and 60 bu/ac. 
The estimated average yield for the whole state was 43bu/ac. Bill 
Cox runs his soybean variety trials at 4 locations in NY. I will focus 
on 2 locations (Dansville and Aurora) because their  growing 
conditions are more similar to ours in Oneida Co. 
Bill summary comments for these two sites are as follows: 
“The GROWMARK FS varieties, HS 199RR and122aRR, and SG1727 
from Seedway yielded exceptionally well at Dansville in 2009 (63, 
57, and 60 bu/acre, respectively, compared with the average of 55 
bu/acre), and close to average to much-above average at Aurora 
(40, 39, and 47 bu/acre, respectively, compared with the average of 
41 bu/acre), so they continue to be highly recommended Group I 
varieties. An NK brand variety, S19-A6, and TS1440R from T.A. 
Seeds yielded above average at Dansville (59 bu/acre) and at Aurora 
(42 and 43 bu/acre, respectively). A new variety, TS1780R from T.A. 
Seeds, also had above-average yield at Aurora (42 bu/acre) and 
average yield at Dansville in 2009.  
   The GROWMARK FS varieties, HS2766 and HS 20R80; the Asgrow 
brand varieties, AG2002 and AG2606 ; and the NK brand varieties, 
S24-J1 and S21-N6, continued to yield exceptionally well in 2009. 
The early Group II variety, AG2002, had much above average yields 
at Dansville (67 bu/acre, compared with the 60 bu/acre average) 
and at Aurora (56 bu/acre, compared with the average 50 bu/acre). 
The later Group II varieties, HS 2766 and AG2606, had much-above 
average yields at Dansville (70 and 69 bu/acre, respectively); 
whereas HS 20R80 and S24-J1 had much-above average yields at 
Aurora (57 bu/acre) and close to average yields at Dansville. New 
varieties, V25N9RR from Dyna-Gro, which had much-above average 
yield at Dansville (66 bu/acre) and above-average at Aurora (51 bu/
acre), and S20-P3, an NK brand, which had above-average yields at 
both locations (61 and 52 bu/acre, respectively), performed well in 
2009. Also, TS2490R from T.A. Seeds yielded above-average at 
Dansville (64 bu/acre) and average at Aurora (50 bu/acre).” 



 
Most of our growers can produce reasonable yields of 
soybeans with maturities ranging from 1.4 to 1.9. Some 
growers at lower elevations  that plant early can push 
maturity to 2.1 or 2.3 and see a reasonable increase in yield.  
As you can see in the chart above there are some good 
varieties in the early maturity groups. It is more wise to 
select a shorter season bean, obtain good yields and have 
them in the bin then go for a couple of extra bu/ac and 
leaved a bunch of beans in the field. 
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Cornell Corn silage variety test results 2009 
 
Source Bill Cox, Jerry Cherney, Phil Atkins and  Mike Davis 

Corn silage varieties were planted at 5 locations in NY. I will report 
the results from two of those sites: Aurora and Groveland station 
because their growing season is similar to ours in Oneida County. 
GDDs were approximately 100 less than last year. Here is Bills 
summary of the results from this year’s trials at Aurora and 
Groveland Station. 
 Silage yields for the 95-100 day RM averaged 25.0 tons/acre 
at Aurora and 27.9 tons/acre at Groveland Station, the 101-105 day 
RM group averaged 26.1 and 28.7 tons/acre, the 106-110 day RM 
group averaged 27.2 and 30.4 tons/acre, and the 111-115 day RM 
group averaged 29.0 and 30.3 tons/acre, respectively.  
 Six hybrids at Aurora and five hybrids at Groveland Station 
had above-average calculated milk yields in the 95-100 day RM group 
in 2009 (Tables 2 and 3). When averaged across sites, 55R10 from 
Dyna-Gro Seed had much-above average milk yields; and HiD.F.-
3195-Q from Dairyland Seed, 5057VT3 from GROWMARK FS, HL 
CVR64 from Hyland Seed, and HiD.F.-3000-6 from Dairyland Seed 
had above-average milk yields. The hybrid, 55R10, had exceptional 
silage yields, which contributed to its much-above milk yields; 
whereas HiD.F.-3195Q had above-average milk/ton values and silage 
yields, which contributed to its above-average milk yields. Also, 
88H48GT from Garst had above-average milk yield at Aurora. When 
averaged across sites, F2F485 from Mycogen had a much above-
average milk/ton value, whereas 99 S7 and 994 LRR from LICA had 
above-average milk/ton values.  
 Eleven hybrids at Aurora and 13 hybrids at Groveland Station 
had above-average calculated milk yields in the 101-105 day RM 
group (Tables 2 and 3). When averaged across sites, N53W-3000GT, 
an NK brand, 86T82-3000GT from Garst, 553GRB from Doebler’s, 
V4592VTNS from Dyna-Gro, and HID.F.-3105-Q from Dairyland had 
much-above milk yields, and HL B337 from Hyland, 5595VT3 from 
GROWMARK FS, MC 530 from King’s Agriseeds, HL SR59 from 
Hyland, TMF2R521 from Mycogen, and 36V53 from Pioneer had 
above-average milk yields. At Aurora, 2W587 from Mycogen, N52A-
CB/LL/RW, an NK brand, and 35F44 from Pioneer also had above-
average milk yield; whereas at Groveland Station 1056 SRR from 
LICA, DKC52-59 from DELKALB, TA557-00F from T.A. Seeds, and 
1804 F/GT from LICA had above-average milk yields.  
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The hybrid, N53W-3000GT had exceptionally high silage yields and 
above-average milk/ton values at both sites as did 553GRB, 86T82-
3000GT, and V4592VTNS. When averaged across sites, HiD.F.-3105Q  
and HL B337 also had much-above silage yields; whereas 5595VT3 
and 36V53 had above-average milk/ton values. When averaged 
across sites, 558BMB from Doebler’s and F2F568 had the highest 
average milk/ton values.  
 Five hybrids at Aurora and four hybrids at Groveland Station 
had above-average calculated milk yields in the 106-110 day RM 
group (Tables 2 and 3). 
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Table #2 



When averaged across sites, 1084 LHX from LICA, 34A89 from Pioneer, 
and F2F622 had much-above average milk yields. Also, DKC59-64 from 
DEKALB had above-average milk yields. When averaged across sites, 
1084 LHX had much-above silage yields; whereas F2F622 had a much-
above milk/ton value, which contributed to their much-above average 
milk yields. The hybrid, 34A89, had much-above average  silage yield as 
well as an above-average milk/ton value, which contributed to its much-
above average milk yield; whereas DKC59-64 had a much-above 
average silage yield, which contributed to its above-average milk yield. 
In addition, 628HRQ from RPM had above-average silage and milk/ton 
values at Aurora, which contributed to its above-average milk yield at 
Aurora. Also, 608BMC from Doebler had much-above milk/ton values at 
both sites.  
 Three hybrids at Aurora and three hybrids at Groveland Station 
had above-average calculated milk yields in the 111-115 day RM group 
(Tables 2 and 3). When averaged across sites, 6296VT3 from 
GROWMARK FS and TA689-12F from T.A. Seeds had much-above milk 
yields; whereas DKC67-87 from DEKALB and 33F88 from Pioneer had 
above-average milk yields. When averaged across sites, 6296VT3 had 
much-above average silage yields as did TA689-12, which also had an 
above-average milk/ton value, contributing to their much-above 
average milk yields.  
     Also, DKC67-87 had above-average milk yields while 33F88 had an 
above-average milk/ton value, which contributed to their above-average 
milk yield. When averaged across sites, F2F 725 had a much-above 
milk/ton value.  

Mark Smith  
Full Time Forage Specialist 
Smith Ag Service   
PO Box 1018 
Morrisville NY 13408      
315-684-7737 
315-447-7579 Mobile 



Table #3 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

andy.dugan@blueseal.com 
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