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All-America Selections (AAS) winning plants offer gardeners reliable new varieties since they have been 
tested for superior garden performance in trials across North America.  Last week we looked at some of 
the 2017 vegetable winners.  Let’s see what the flowers are up to. 
 
The bright pink blooms of celosia ‘Asian Garden’ (Celosia argentea) were a pollinator and judge favorite.  
This annual celosia grows 31 to 40 inches tall and blooms from late spring to frost, providing bright pink 
color all summer long.  In the garden it blooms on sturdy upright stems and has a bushy habit.  It is also 
drought and heat tolerant.  It looks great in flowerbeds or use it as a “thriller” in summer containers.  It 
makes a great cut flower and can also be dried.  AAS judges commented that this celosia was a pollinator-
magnet, making it a great addition to pollinator-friendly gardens.  This spiked beauty is the first ever AAS 
Winner from Murakami Seed. 
 

Dianthus interspecific ‘Supra Pink’ F1 joins its sister, ‘Supra Purple’ (2006 
AAS winner), to give us another easy-to-grow annual dianthus.  Both 
offer color spring, summer and fall.  Compact, vigorous plants grow 10 to 
12 inches tall.  They bloom prolifically producing wave after wave of 
mottled pink flowers with frilly petal edges that hold up in summer heat 
and drought.  ‘Supra Pink’ does best in a porous, well-draining soil that is 
high in organic matter.  It will survive and flower in the shade but will do 
best in full sun.  Deadheading is not necessary as it quickly reblooms.  
‘Supra Pink’ was tested as an annual but it may overwinter in some 
regions.  Providing a layer of mulch around the plant may help it survive 
the cold.  This dianthus from Hem Genetics, is suitable for containers, 
flowers from seed and attracts bees and butterflies. 
 

Calliope geraniums (Pelargonium x interspecific) are a unique hybrid geranium combining the best traits of 
ivy and zonal (upright) geraniums.  They are noted for their big, semi-double flowers, mounding habit, 
their ability to grow in part shade and sun, and their heat/drought tolerance.  AAS Winner ‘Calliope® 
Medium Dark Red’ is a new addition to the series.  The bloom is a deep, velvety red color.  ‘Calliope® 
Medium Dark Red’ has zonal-type flowers and leaves.  It has a mounded, semi-spreading growth habit.  
Strong stems are loaded with deep red blossoms making these plants ideal for containers and hanging 
baskets.  Plus they work well when planted out in the garden.  Vigorous and easy to grow, Syngenta 
Flowers Calliope geraniums offer bright, easy color all season long. 
 
The EnduraScape™ series of verbena (Verbena peruvianaseries) from Ball FloraPlant, is described as “tough 
as nails” because plants can tolerate drought and heat plus survive cooler temperatures.  It is labeled as 
frost tolerant and hardy to 32 degrees F.  The newest color in the series is ‘Pink Bicolor’ which has clusters 
of pink blooms with darker pink centers.  This long-blooming, trailing, summer annual will look spectacular 
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in large containers and baskets or edging a walk or border.  Plant in full sun in large containers or in the 
ground about 18 inches apart.  Avoid watering late in the day or evening and fertilize regularly for biggest 
flower power.  It also has excellent powdery mildew resistance. 
 
Mega Bloom is an exciting new series of annual vinca (Catharanthus roseus) bred by AmeriSeed, 
specifically to take summer’s heat and humidity.  They also have high disease resistance.  The most striking 
thing is that the blooms are huge – over 3 inches!  Two varieties were chosen as AAS winners this year; 
‘Orchid Halo’ and ‘Pink Halo.’  ‘Orchid Halo’ produces vibrant rich purple blossoms with a wide white eye.  
‘Pink Halo’ produces soft rosy pink blossoms with a wide white eye.  Plants maintain a nice, dense habit 
with flowers staying on top of the foliage for full flower power.  Mega Bloom vincas create a striking look 
for the garden, even from a distance.  They grow 13 to 15 inches tall and can be grown in pots or as 
bedding plants.  Grow in full sun in fertile, well-drained soil for the best growth. 
 
Zinnia ‘Profusion Red’ is the newest in the Profusion series from Sakata Seed Corporation.  The original 
Profusion zinnias were ground-breaking plants because of their disease resistance, early and continuous 
blooms (all season long), compact form and ease in growing.  Extreme heat and drought resistance make 
them excellent for the garden.  AAS judges raved about the vibrant, true red color of ‘Profusion Red’ which 
does not fade even in the summer sun.  Plants are 8 to 14 inches tall.  Easy to grow, you and the pollinators 
can enjoy pretty red flowers from summer to autumn. 
 
Penstemon barbatus ‘Twizzle Purple’ F1 is the only perennial selected 
this year.  Vibrant purple bell-shaped blooms present a unique color in 
penstemon.  AAS judges were impressed with the upright plant habit 
and superb flowering performance. This North American native blooms 
profusely with 1-inch tubular flowers on long slender stalks that grow 
up to 35 inches high.  Penstemon is a magnet for pollinators from mid- 
to late summer.  ‘Twizzle Purple’ can be used to add height to planters 
or in sunny landscapes.  Bred by Van Hemert & Co Seeds, it wil l flower 
in its first year.  Grow plants relatively dry, in well-drained soil.  
Established plants are fairly drought tolerant and winter hardy in zones 
5 to 8.   
 
 
 
Look for the red, white and blue logo of All-America Selections (AAS) winners on seed packets and plant 
tags or in mail-order catalogs this season. 
 
Resources for this article include:  All-America Selections, Jung Seed, RH Shumway, Syngenta, AmeriSeed, 
Ball Seed and Fleuroselect. 
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