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One of Our Own Honored with Award
At the recent Northeastern Plant, Pest and Soil Society Annual meeting, Dr . Jerry Baron, the national director of 
the IR-4 Project, announced one of the 2016 winners of the prestigious SOAR Award is Dr . Andy Senesac, Weed 
Science Specialist for CCE of Suffolk County . The SOAR award is given to those who excel in serving growers of 
Specialty and Minor Use Crops . A nominator of Dr . Senesac stated “he has been instrumental in developing data 
for registrations and label expansions for nearly every current herbicide for nurseries or landscapes .” He was also 
described as THE expert on weed management in herbaceous ornamentals . 

In accepting the award, Andy credited his allegiance to the Project with his long association with it as a student 
and extension specialist . In the summer of 1977, when he began his graduate studies at Cornell’s Vegetable 
Crops Weed Science Program with Drs . Robert Sweet and Peter Minotti, he was introduced and participated in 
the research being conducted on herbicides for minor use food crops . A few years later, when he began at CCE in 
Suffolk County, his mentor, Professor Art Bing showed him the ropes on the ornamental side of IR-4 . Since then, 
Andy has been actively involved in many research projects over the years working for better weed management 
tools for growers of minor, but very important, crops .

The SOAR awardees have demonstrated clear Service toward enhancing the mission of IR-4 through participa-
tion on committees, advisory panels, or similar activities; excellent Outreach to growers educating growers on 
IR-4; Altruism by donating time and effort towards IR-4’s mission; outstanding Research which contributes to 
expanded product labels and increased understanding of product use . In other words, awardees SOAR in sup-
porting IR-4 and their mission of providing growers registrations of new and expanded pest management tools . 

(left to right) Cristi Palmer, IR-4 Ornamental Horticulture Program Manager; Andy Senesac, Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Suffolk County Weed Science Specialist; and Jerry Barron, IR-4 Executive Director.


