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Purpose: 

 

Purpose 
 Provide a defined educational curriculum for leaders to follow. 

 Provide a system of progressive recognition for enrolled 4-H members. 

 Provide consistency for all members of the Genesee County 4-H Sheep Program. 
 
Procedure 

 Each level's requirements tell what the member must learn for satisfactory completion of 
the Star 

 After learning the information from a Star level through hands on activities, the 4-H 
member must be tested by their leader to determine if the youth has satisfactorily learned 
the information.  Each Star must be completely learned before moving on to the next 
level. 

 Satisfactory completion of the first through fourth Star will be determined by the local 
club leader.  All 4-H members start at the First Star and may complete no more than 2 
Stars (first through fourth) in any project year. 

 The Fifth Star will be administered by a committee.  All Fourth Star recipients will be 
able to participate.  A member may not receive Fourth and Fifth Star in the same project 
year. 

 Star Awards will be presented at the Achievement Night 
 

Volunteer Leader's Duties 

 Review the level your members are currently at.  Review the information that they need 
to learn before they can progress to the next star. 

 Use project materials available from Cooperative Extension plus your own knowledge 
and experience to set up learning situations for your members.  You may want to assign 
different Star levels to different activity leaders or teen leaders with in the club so that 
responsibility divided among several people.  Also take advantage of any county-wide 
clinics and trainings to help members gain the required information. 

 Upon the successful completion of a Star Test, send your list of Star Awards to your local 
4-H Office. 
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                            First Star Requirements 
 
 

      
 

 Initial  Date  
 
1. ______ ______ Identify 10 external parts of a live sheep 
 
2. ______ ______ Distinguish the sex of a live sheep 
 
3. ______ ______ Identify 5 breeds of sheep and it's functional purpose; meat, milk,                           
                                                or wool 
4. ______ ______ Identify in "real life" 5 breeds of sheep 

 
5. ______ ______ Properly catch and move a sheep 
 
6. ______ ______ Identify the age of a sheep by their teeth. 
 
7. ______ ______ Identify 4 wholesale cuts of meat (sheep) 
 
8. ______ ______ Hold a sheep in standing position for show 
 
9. _______ ______ Dock a lamb 
 
10. _______ ______ Ear tag a lamb 

 
11. _______    ______ Trim the feet of a sheep 
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Second Star Requirements 

 
 
 

 
 Initial  Date 

1. ______ ______ Set a sheep on its rear and hold properly 
 
2. ______ ______ Identify 8 harvested sheep feeds (such as alfalfa hay, silage,and   
                                                oats) 
 
3. ______ ______ Identify 2 external parasites and a measure of control. 
 
4. ______ ______ Identify 2 internal parasites and a measure of control 
 
5. ______ ______ Name 2 infectious diseases, the causes, treatment of and      

                                    prevention, and cure if there is one. 
 

6. ______ ______ What is colostrum and why is it important to newborn lambs 
 
7. ______ ______ Explain proper grooming procedure for a sheep 
 
8. ______ ______ Answer following questions: 

Age to Breed Ewe 
Age to wean lambs 
Length of gestation 

 
9. ______ ______ Name 5 poisonous plants indigenous to your area that could be       

                                          consumed by sheep 
 

10. ______      ______ Identify 5 byproducts from sheep 
 
11. ______      ______ Identify 10 external parts of a sheep (different from first star) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Member Name: _______________________________________  
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Third Star Requirements 

  
 
 

  
Initial  Date 

 
1. ______ ______ Identify 4 compartments of the sheep stomach and the function of  
                                                each. 
 
2. ______ ______ Define following words 
                                                lactation                  purebred             grade 
                                                gestation                 registered            polled 
 
3. ______ ______ What is castration and identify 3 types of methods 

 
4. ______ ______ Be able to identify the retail and wholesale cuts of lamb 
 
5. ______ ______ Know the live animal and carcass quality grades 
 
6. ______ _____  What is yield 
 
7. ______ ______ Habits of a ewe before and during lambing. 
 
8. ______ ______ What is the market price and where do you find it? 
 
9. ______ ______ Be able to identify effective fencing systems. 
 
10. ______ ______ Name natural predators in your area 

 
11. ______      ______ Name effective predator control practices 
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Fourth Star Requirements 
 
 
 
 

Initial  Date 
 

1. ______ ______ Know which nutrients are likely to be different in NYS sheep  
                                          flocks. 
 

2. ______ ______ What is FAMANCHA method of controlling internal parasites 
 
3. ______ ______ Know the names of nutrients required by sheep, including the  

                                    vitamins and minerals. 
 

4. ______ ______ Know recommended cooking procedures for retail cuts 
 
5. ______ ______ Know various types of trimming and blocking equipment used  
                                                when and why. 
 
6. ______ ______ Know the cause and prevention of following possible problems  

                                          with feedlot lambs    
                                          a. urinary calculi 
                                          b. overeating disease 
                                          c. coccidiosis 
 

7. ______ ______ Know which breeds of sheep produce which grades of wool 
 
8. ______ ______ Be able to identify 4 pasture grasses and 4 legumes commonly     
                                                used in sheep pasture and hay meadows 
 
9. ______ ______ Know the common "impurities" and "defects" in fleeces 
 
10. ______ ______ Know what would indicate lambing problems and what to do 
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Fifth Star Requirements 

 
 

 
 

Initial  Date 
 
1. ______ ______ Drench for internal parasites and know the name of the material      

                                          and why it was chosen 
 

2. ______ ______ Know the general level of each nutrient required for maintenance,   
                                          growth, pregnancy, and lactation 
 

3. ______ ______ Name all the parts of the GI tract and function of each 

4.   ______     ______ Know how to "graft" a lamb to a ewe 

5.   ______     ______  Understand the proper use of wool and the various grades 
 
6.   ______     ______  Know the shrink or yield of a fleece and the factors that contribute  
                                                to it 
 
7.   ______     ______  Explain the advantages and disadvantages of different types of  
    fencing for sheep 
 
8.   ______     ______  Identify the parts of a fleece such as the belly wool and britch 
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