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WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!   
4-H Columbia and Greene 

 
Be sure to like our 4-H page so you will be able to stay current, stay informed 

and stay tuned as Columbia-Greene 4-H programs continue to expand.  We will 
be using the page to post about upcoming events, community services projects 

and all the BIG THINGS our 4-H’ers are doing in our community.  So, “like” 
away and invite your friends!  

https://www.facebook.com/4HColumbiaandGreene/  

4-H Achievement Night 2015 !   

Congrats to all! 

https://www.facebook.com/4HColumbiaandGreene/
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Who We Are: 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is a unique  
educational network linking  Columbia County and 
Greene County with resources from Cornell Universi-
ty, the USDA and the national land grant university 
system. 
 
“4-H empowers youth to reach their full potential, 
working and learning in partnership with caring 
adults.” 
 
This mission is realized via traditional 4-H Clubs; edu-
cational programs for libraries, schools and communi-
ty agencies; and classes at the Extension Education 
Center in Hudson and the Agroforestry Resource Cen-
ter in Acra. 
 
Youth Connection is published ten times a year by 
the 4-H Youth Development staff of Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties as 
part of our informal educational programs for youth.  
No one shall be denied the opportunity to  participate 
or receive information based on their ability to pay.  If 
you have special needs that we can accommodate, 
please contact us at (518) 828-3346 or columbi-
agreene@cornell.edu.  
 
“Like” us on Facebook:  
go to Cornell Coopera-
tive Extensions of Colum-
bia and Greene Counties. 
 
The information in this 
publication is provided 
for educational purposes 
only. Any and all adver-
tisements and refer-
ences to businesses, 
producers, products, services or trade names is made 
with the understanding that no endorsement or dis-
crimination is implied or expressed by Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension. 
 
Military Discount:  As a token of appreciation to ser-
vice members, CCE of Columbia and Greene Counties 
will provide a credit up to $25 towards the cost of one 
workshop/program per year.  
 
This is available to active and retired military person-
nel. If you have special needs related to program par-
ticipation, please contact the Extension Education 
Center in Hudson at 518-828-3346 x 100.   
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and edu-
cator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veter-

ans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides 
equal program and employment opportunities  

 

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT STAFF 

 

Linda K. Tripp, 4-H Issue Leader 

4-H club and volunteer management; community youth programming; citizenship 

lke2@cornell.edu/(518) 828-3346 x203 

 

Rebecca Polmateer, Team Coordinator, Community Health & Wellness 

Healthy living; Mentoring program  

rp328@cornell.edu  

Hudson—(518) 828-3346 x205; Acra—(518) 622-9820 x34 

 

Andrew Randazzo, 4-H Extension Educator  

Garden-based learning; environmental awareness;  

4-H public presentations; New York State Fair 

(518) 828-3346 x206 

 

Maggie Smith, 4-H Extension Educator 

Animal science; agricultural awareness; STEM 

mms426@cornell.edu /(518) 828-3346 x201 

 

 

Emily Warrington, Administrative Assistant 

4-H information and program registration 

ew387@cornell.edu/(518) 828-3346 x100 

_______________________ 

 

 

 

 

4-H PROGRAM CONTENT 

1. Citizenship & Civic Education      Cultural education & community service,  

respecting the rights of  others 

 

2. Communication & Exp. Arts Public speaking, performing arts, arts &    

crafts, photography 

 

3. Family & Consumer Science Clothing, home environment, child care  

&  consumer education 

 

4. Environmental Education  Wildlife, habitats, outdoor  

 recreation & stewardship 

 

5. Healthy Lifestyles Education   Cooking & nutrition, fitness safety,  

  wellness 

 

6. Personal Dev. & Leadership Building self-esteem and  

        competence, team work, social 

    and leadership skills, managing 

    conflict, workplace skills 

 

7. Plants & Animals  Indoor and outdoor gardening,  

    care & training of pets and other  

    animals 

 

8. Science & Technology  Exploring plant, animal, marine,  food, 

    chemical and physical sciences; wood

    working, rocketry, electricity 

As the youth component of the Cooperative Extension System, 4-H is  

supported by Federal, state and county taxes. Club expenses are  

determined by project and activity selection. Training in club organization 

and program content is provided by Cornell Cooperative Extension Staff. 

mailto:Ab2553@cornell.edu
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Greetings 4-H, 
 
I’m Andrew Randazzo, the newest Environmental Educa-
tor here at CCE.   Personally, I find great joy in the out-
doors.  If I could spend all day hiking, camping and learn-
ing about trees I certainly would.  This love led me to pur-
sue a career that involved outdoor education and recrea-
tion.  In 2012 I began my environmental career educating 
young people about marine ecosystems with the Rozalia 
Project for a Clean Ocean.   
 
Since then, I’ve held several positions teaching youth 
about their natural environment.  Most recently I worked 
as an after-school Biology Coordinator at Holy Cross 
Elementary in Dewitt, NY.  Additionally, over the past two 
years, I have had the pleasure of being employed by New 
York State Parks as a Natural Resource Steward.  In 
December 2015, I received my B.S. from the SUNY College 
of Environmental Science and Forestry.  This January I’m 
excited to be bringing my passion for conservation and 
education to 4-H.  I look forward to building relationships 
with you all in the near future. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Public Speaking: It’s for Everyone! 

 
The ability to clearly communicate an idea to others is a 
powerful tool.  It is a necessary skill that will help you 
reach many goals in life.  Mastering this skill during your 
4-H career will give you the advantages needed to suc-
ceed in: 
 College 
 Business 
 Positive Community Change 

 
4-H Public Presentations is an investment in your future 
and every member, including Cloverbuds, should partici-

Welcome Andrew! 
pate every year.  This is not a competition, rather an oppor-
tunity to become a better you.  You cannot fail, but you will 
learn, grow and develop lifelong speaking abilities that will 
help you now in school, home, and in club/community lead-
ership opportunities. 
 
Two dates in 2016 have been set aside for members, par-
ents and leaders to come and learn how to participate in the 
4-H Public Presentation Program.  You will learn how to se-
lect a topic as well as the important components of a good 
presentation. You will also learn about the various catego-
ries of presentations to choose from as well as receive the 
evaluation forms used at Public Presentation Days. 
 
These dates are: 
 
Date: Tuesday, January 12 
Location: Extension Education Center, Hudson 
5:30-6:30 pm—Teen Evaluator Training  
6:30-7:30 pm—Leader, Parent, and Member Info Session 
  
Date: Wednesday, January 20 
Location: Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra 
5:30-6:30 pm— Teen Evaluator Training  
6:30-7:30 pm—Leader, Parent, and Member Info Session 
 
Please contact Emily at 518-828-3346 x100 or 
ew387@cornell.edu to let us know if you plan to come.   
 

 

Public Presentation Teen Evaluator Training 
 
We are always looking for more Teen Evaluators for our 
Public Presentation Program.  If you are 13 years or older, 
please plan on attending a special training session either on 
January 12  at the Extension Education Center or January 20 
at the Agroforestry Resource Center.  This training will take 
place from 5:30 – 6:30 pm.  Please contact Emily at 518-828-
3346 x100 or ew387@cornell.edu to register. 

 

 
Mark Your Calendars for Local Events 

 
Our annual Public Presentation dates have been set for 
2016 and are as follows: 
 
Date:  Friday, March 4 (tentative)  
Location:  Hudson Junior High School, Hudson 
4:00-9:00 pm—Public Presentation Event 
  
Date:  Saturday, March 26  (tentative) 
Location:  Cairo-Durham Middle School  
9:00 am- 12:00 pm—Public Presentation Event 
 

4-H Public Presentations  
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Types of Presentations 
 
Just in case you don’t know, or have forgotten, here are the 
types of presentations that you can choose from: 
 
Demonstration – This type of presentation requires you to talk 
while working on something.  It can be cooking, sewing, build-
ing, etc. 
 
Illustrated Talk – This is slightly more formal, using a poster or 
technology to help you relay your message. 
 
Speech – For the more experienced speaker.  You do not use 
posters or technology to get your point across. 
 
Dramatization/Recitation – Fun, confidence building experi-
ence, it is like acting only with no props. 

 
4-H Public Presentations and  

State/National 4-H Trips 
 

4-H Public Presentations and 4-H Trips go hand-in-hand. With 
the 4-H Public Presentation Program being a common activity 
that 4-H alumni mention when they talk about the benefits of 
their 4-H club experience, we believe the skills learned are uti-
lized by 4-H members when they participate in 4-H trips. What 
a great opportunity to expand those learned public speaking 
skills while interacting with 4-H members and adults from 
across NYS and the nation!  
 
Participation in the 4-H Public Presentation Program in the 
spring is a pre-requisite to participating in any of the 4-H trips 
supported by our 4-H fundraising activities. 4-H members who 
participate on a district horse bowl or dairy bowl team fulfill 
this expectation. Note that on your trip application. 
 

 

Ready for an International Experience?   
 
Open your home to an exchange delegate and open your lives 
to the world! Through States’ 4-H International, families have 
an opportunity to experience Japan by hosting an exchange 
delegate between the ages of 12 and 17 for four weeks from 
July 23 through August 21, 2016.  
 
One Japanese student will be matched per family based on the 
host sibling’s gender, age and interests.  We also have oppor-
tunities to host adult chaperones for two or four weeks.  Fami-
lies who host chaperones are not required to have children in 
the home. 

Upcoming-Register Soon! 

 
Expectations for families hosting young people: 
 Have youth the same age and gender as the exchange 

student (12-16 years old) 
 Have enthusiasm for learning about other cultures 
 Attend one host family orientation session before the 

student arrives 
Plus… 
 There is no need to plan special activities for the student 
 You do not need to be currently involved as an enrolled  

4-H club family to be a host family 
 
Last year eight Eastern New York families hosted delegates 
(including our own Leifer family and Hebert family) and 
greatly enjoyed the cultural exchange opportunity.  As one 
host mother shared, “I think it sparked interest for the kids 
to see new places and cultures.  It will remind us to look out-
side the box we live in.” 
 
Matches are being made now so contact Linda Tripp at 518-
828-3346 x203 or Lke2@cornell.edu if you are interested in 
learning more. 
 
Learn more about the Labo International Exchange Program 
– http://labo-exchange.com/ 
To learn more about the States’ 4-H International Exchange 
Program – http://www.states4hexchange.org/ 
 

Volunteers and Youth Needed for our 4-H 
Shooting Sports Program 

 
We are looking to strengthen and expand the 4-H Shooting 
Sports program within Columbia and Greene Counties!  If 
your 4-H club or 4-H youth has any interest in learning about 
the various shooting sports disciplines offered through 4-H 
please contact the office today to receive more information. 
Available disciplines include: archery, air rifle, rifle, shotgun, 
muzzleloader, air pistol, living history, and hunting/wildlife.  
 
We cannot offer many of these disciplines currently because 
we do not have enough trained volunteers. Any adults, who 
are interested in leading either year round shooting sports 
programs or standalone special interest projects, please 
contact Andrew Randazzo at 828-3346 x206. There will be a 
4-H Shooting Sports Training offered in February, and volun-
teers must be enrolled with Cornell Cooperative Extension 
in order to participate. Any help is significantly appreciated, 
and our 4-H youth will benefit greatly. 

4-H Natural Environment and 

Citizen Science 

mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
http://labo-exchange.com/
http://www.states4hexchange.org/
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Do you want to learn how to tap your trees for syrup?  Tap-
ping maple trees and making maple syrup is one of the most 
time honored winter rural traditions, resulting in a delicious 
product.  Come to Maple Production for the Beginner taught 
by Steve Childs of the Cornell University Maple Program.  
This program will cover a variety of areas relevant to anyone 
fairly new to maple production, either the small commercial 
producer or back yard producer.  
 
Topics include: why make maple syrup, tree identification, 
tapping, sap collection, boiling, finishing and storing maple 
syrup, regulations, and other resources for maple producers.  
Don’t have sugar maples?  No worries!  You do not need to 
have sugar maples to try tapping trees.  Other maple species 
and other tree species can also be tapped for sap and it can 
be a fun late winter project for the family. Even Norway Ma-
ples have been successfully tapped by homeowners! After 
the indoor portion, we will tour the Agroforestry Resource 
Center’s our own sap house and visit some maple stands on 
the Siuslaw Model Forest to see how sugar bushes are born. 

 

Exciting New Opportunities for our  
4-H Horse Program!  

 
All 4-H members interested in horses are invited to these 
activities.   
 
 January 9 - trip to Rhinebeck Veterinary Hospital where 

we will tag along with a vet for a few hours.  Youth will 
be able to ask questions and explore the exciting world 
of equine veterinary medicine.   

 January 12 - Horse Bowl practice from 6:00-8:00 pm 
 February 16 - 12:00-3:00 pm a trip to Cricket Hill Farm to 

learn all about the horse’s digestive system.  Youth will 
explore the digestive track of a horse through hands on 
games and learning.  

 
For more information 
and to register for an 
event, please contact 
Maggie at 518-828-
3346 ex 201 or 
mms426@cornell.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Citizen Science Opportunity – Project Feeder 
Watch 

 

Project FeederWatch is a winter-long survey of birds that 
visit feeders at backyards, nature centers, community areas, 
and other locales in North America. FeederWatchers period-
ically count the birds they see at their feeders from Novem-
ber through early April and send their counts to Project 
FeederWatch. FeederWatch data help scientists track broad 
scale movements of winter bird populations and long-term 
trends in bird distribution and abundance. 
 
Anyone interested in birds can participate.  FeederWatch is 
conducted by people of all skill levels and backgrounds, in-
cluding children, families, individuals, classrooms, retired 
persons, youth groups, nature centers, and bird clubs. Par-
ticipants watch their feeders as much or as little as they 
want over two consecutive days as often as every week (less 
often is fine).  They count birds that appear in their count 
site because of something that they provided (plantings, 
food, or water). 
 
New participants are sent a Research Kit with complete in-
structions for participating, as well as a bird identification 
poster and more.  You provide the feeder(s) and seed.  Par-
ticipants also receive the Cornell Lab of Ornithology news-
letter.  There is an $18.00 annual participation fee that co-
vers materials, staff support, year-end reports, etc.  Project 
FeederWatch is supported almost entirely by participation 
fees. Without the support of our participants, this project 
wouldn’t be possible.  
 
If you or your club is interested in participating in this great 
Citizen Science Opportunity this year, please visit the web-
site at www.feederwatch.org.  For questions or more infor-
mation, contact Andrew Randazzo at 518-828-3346 x206. 
 
 

Maple Production for the Beginner; and Tour 
Sap House and Sugar Bush  

 
Date:  Sunday, February 13     
Registration deadline:  Wednesday, February 10 
Time:  9:30 am     
Cost:  $10 
Location:  Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra  
To register:  Register online at 
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/mapleproduction_210 or call 
518-622-9820 x0 
Instructor(s): Steve Childs, Cornell University Maple  
Program 
Who:  Appropriate for Teens and Adults 
 

4-H Agriculture and STEM 

mailto:mms426@cornell.edu
http://feederwatch.org/about/how-to-participate/#your-research-kit
http://www.feederwatch.org
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Youth, ages 10+, will explore the wonderful world of sci-
ence through hands-on activities and games.  Kids will be 
able to turn everyday household items into cool scientific 
experiments related to electro-magnetic properties.  
Youth may be dropped off for this two-hour program.  
Slots are limited so register early. 
 

 

 Looking for Agriculture Literacy Week  
Volunteers  

 
Who:  youth and adults ages 16 and up  
When:  Monday, March 14 – Friday, March 18 
Where:  Columbia and Greene Counties 
  
New York Agriculture in the Classroom is coordinating 
the 11th annual New York Agricultural Literacy Week to 
be held from March 14-18, 2016.  Over 1,000 community 
members around the state will be volunteering to read 
The Apple Orchard Riddle by Margaret McNamara to sec-
ond grade classrooms. This fun and exciting story shares 
the journey of Mr. Tiffin’s class on a field trip to an apple 
orchard.  The students learn about every aspect of the 
farm from how apples are harvested, the process of mak-
ing cider, and the many different varieties of apples. 
While the class picks their apples and experiences the 
farm, Mr. Tiffin gives them all a riddle to ponder.  
 
As an Agriculture Literacy Week Volunteer you will be 
reading this magnificent book to classrooms as well as 
doing a small activity centered around the book with the 
class.  If you are interested in being a volunteer this year 
please contact Maggie no later the Wednesday, February 
17 to set up a time and location!  For more information 
contact Maggie at  518-828-3346 x201 or 
mms426@cornell.edu.  

4-H Fashion Revue on the Way 
  

4-H Fashion Revue is set for Saturday, April 9 from 9:30 
am to noon at St. John the Baptist Church in Valatie.  This 
event is open to all 4-H members who want to construct 
a garment.  It can be sewn, knitted, crocheted, or felted. 
During the 4-H Fashion Revue event, the 4-H member is 
first evaluated while wearing the garment and then is 
able to participate in the Runway Show – where all gar-
ments are modeled for the audience.  
 
4-H members from surrounding counties are invited to 
participate in this regional event.  That makes it even 
more fun! 

Dairy Activities for the Upcoming Months 
  
All 4-H members interested in dairy are invited to these activi-
ties.   
 
 Monday, January 4 - 6:00 -8:00 pm - Dairy Products and Cow 

Bingo.  Youth will get to taste some fantastic dairy products 
and learn all about the part of a dairy animal through and 
exciting, heart-racing game. 

 Monday, January 18 - 6:00-8:00 pm- Dairy Bowl Practice at 
the Hudson office 

 Monday, February 8 - 6:00-8:00 pm - Feeds and Nutrition. 
We will be diving into the world of feed and learning just 
how important a balanced diet is for dairy cow. 

 Saturday, February 20 -Trip to SUNY Cobleskill Dairy Farm.  
We will be spending the day doing hoof dissections, learning 
about proper feed ration and tour the college’s Dairy Farm.  

 Monday, February 22 - 6:00-8:00 pm- Dairy Bowl Practice at 
the Hudson office 

 March 7 - 6:00 -8:00 pm—Dairy Bowl practice – this is a re-
quired orientation for all participants competing on a team 

 Saturday, March 12 — 8:30 am-3:00 pm – Regional Dairy 
Bowl Contest, Ichabod Crane Middle School, Valatie 

  
All activities take pace at the Extension Education Center in Hud-
son.  For more information and to register for an event, please 
contact Maggie at 518-828-3346 ex201 or 
mms426@cornell.edu. 
 

 
Livestock Committee Meeting 

 
Date:  Monday, January 4 
Time: 6:00 pm 
Location: Extension Education Center, Hudson 
 
We will be discussing and finalizing this year’s educational 
meetings and events!  For more information, contact Maggie at 
518-828-3346 x201 or mms426@cornell.edu. 
 

 
Gadgets and Gizmos: Science for Kids 

 
Date:  Thursday, February 18      
Cost:  Free 
Time:  10:00 am - Noon      
Registration deadline:  Monday, February 15 
Location:  Extension Education Center, Hudson   
For information call: 518-828-3346 x201 
To register:  Register online at 
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/gadgets_210 or call 518-828-3346 
x100  
Instructor(s):   Margaret Smith, 4-H Agriculture/STEM Educator 

4-H Healthy Living 

mailto:mms426@cornell.edu
mailto:mms426@cornell.edu
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 From this event, teens may be selected to participate in 
the New York State Fair 4-H fashion event.  Start planning 
now to construct your garment.  Watch for more infor-
mation to come.   Contact Linda Tripp at 518-828-3346 
x203 or Lke2@cornell.edu with your questions. 

  
 

Let’s Learn to Sew (Two Sessions) 
 
Dates:  Saturday, January 30 and Saturday, February 13 
Time:  10:00 am to noon 
Location:  Extension Education Center Meeting Hall, Hud-
son 
Who:  4-H members ages 8+ who have never used a sew-
ing machine 
Cost:  $20 each 
 
This is an opportunity for 4-H members ages 8+ who have 
never used a sewing machine to get their “Sewing Li-
cense” and participate in the 4-H Fashion Revue.  On the 
first Saturday you will spend plenty of time learning about 
the sewing machine and practicing your speed, turns and 
straight-aways. After demonstrating your ability and re-
ceiving your sewing license, participants will sew their 
own lap-back pillow to take home. 
 
On the second Saturday, participants will complete a sim-
ple first time project that they will wear for 4-H Fashion 
Revue – pj pants or an apron.  
 
We have a limited number of slots so register early.  A par-
ent is expected to participate with their 4-H member – to 
learn and help.  Register by contacting Emily at 518-828-
3346 x100 or ew387@cornell.edu.  
 
 

4-H Milk Bar Apron Sewing Day 
 
We need more denim aprons for the 4-H Milk Bar….plus 
they can be used for other 4-H events.  Anyone good with 
a sewing machine, who can iron small seams and top-sew 
fairly straight, is needed – 4-H members, parents, friends.  
 
A 4-H apron sewing day is set for Friday, February 19 
(during winter school break).  We will have sewing ma-
chines set up in the Meeting Hall at the Extension Educa-
tion Center from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm.  Or, you can bring 
your own sewing machine.  Of course, healthy snacks and 
beverages will be available – along with the denim and 
patterns.  
 
Please contact Linda at 518-828-3346 x203 or 
Lke2@cornell.edu if you are planning to help – and let her 
know what time you plan to join her.   Many hands make 
light work – so please join the fun! 

 

Community Service Mini-Grants  
Available to All 4-H Clubs 

 
Fundraising moneys are used for this great opportunity. Up to 
five $50 grants will be given to 4-H clubs planning to com-
plete a community service project in 2016. 
  
Clubs awarded this grant are expected to provide a report of 
the project at its conclusion for the Youth Connection and 
local newspapers. They will also need to create a display for a 
community event such as their local fair.  The application is 
available on our website at www.ccecolumbiagreene.org or 
contact us at 518-828-3346 x100 or ew387@cornell.edu. 

 

4-H Teen Winter Weekend! 
 
Date:  Friday, February 12—Sunday, February 14 
Times:  Leaving Extension Education Center in Hudson at 
1:00 pm Friday and return approx. 5:00 pm on Sunday  
Where:  Oswegatchie Educational Center, Croghan, NY 
(Lewis County) http://www.oswegatchie.org/ 
Who:  New York State 4-H’ers ages 13 to 19 (as of January 1, 
2016) 
Cost:  $70.00 per participant will cover lodging, meals 
(Saturday breakfast to Sunday lunch), as well as snacks and 
workshop supplies.  Columbia-Greene 4-H Fundraising will 
cover ½ of the cost of participants.  
Registration Deadline:  Please complete the 4-H Sponsored 
Trip application on page 13-14 and return by Wednesday, 
January 20.  For more information, please contact Maggie 
Smith at 518-828-3346 x201 or mms426@cornell.edu 
 
The theme is sports.  Possible programming for 2016 includes:  
 Winter Games                         
 Snowshoeing  
 Team Building                         
 Cross Country Skiing                                            
 Ice Breakers                             
 Indoor Hands on Workshops 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4-H Community Service 

4-H Teen News 

mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
mailto:ew387@cornell.edu
mailto:Lke2@cornell.edu
http://www.ccecolumbiagreene.org
http://www.oswegatchie.org/
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New for 2017 – Citizenship Washington Focus 
Presidential Inauguration!   

 
While we just traveled to the National 4-H Youth Conference 
Center this past February for our bi-annual Wonders of 
Washington trip, as a district, we are hoping to take ad-
vantage of this new program for 2017.   
 
This trip, a special Citizenship Washington Focus that in-
cludes the presidential inauguration, is being offered January 
17 –21, 2017.   The cost will be approx. $500 – half of the 
total cost.  4-H fundraising will cover the other half.  This is 
open to 4-H teens 14-19.  We are still working out the details 
but we wanted you to know some of the preliminary plans: 

 Partake in workshops, sessions, and speakers 

 Visit memorials, historical sites, and museums 

 Experience Inauguration Day events 

 Dance the night away on an Inaugural Ball dinner and 
dance cruise 

 
The link, which has a tentative itinerary posted, is: 
http://www.4hcenter.org/youth-conference-center-
overview/educational-programs/citizenship-washington-
focus/presidential-inauguration/ 
 
Please mark these dates on your 2017 calendar and contact 
Linda at 518-828-3346 x203 or lke2@cornell.edu if you know 
of a teen who is interested and eligible.  We need to know by 
Friday, April 1, 2016.  

 4-H Sponsored Trip Application –  
for 4-H Members 10+ years old 

  
The following educational trips are available to any enrolled  
4-H member of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia 
and Greene Counties.  You must have participated (or plan to 
participate) as a presenter in Public Presentation Day 2016 
(or county dairy bowl, horse bowl, horse communications) 
AND complete the 4-H-sponsored Trip Application to be con-
sidered for selection.  Only if spaces remain after Monday, 
February 1, 2016 will the trips be further promoted.  Priority 
is given to those who have not attended the particular trip 
before and to those who participate in countywide 4-H fund-
raising.   4-H fundraising will reduce the total listed cost of 
each trip for participants. 
  
Please complete the 4-H-Sponsored Trip Application (found 
on pages 13-14) and online at www.ccecolumbiagreene.org – 

4-H Club News 

go to the “4-H” tab, then “Forms tab” as neatly and complete-
ly as possible and return to be considered for first selection 
on these trips.  Be sure to attach your answers to Questions  
1-7 to your form.  By completing this form you are not com-
mitting – we just need to know who is interested. 
  
Chaperones are needed for all of these trips.  Trip participants 
are expected to help recruit chaperones (whose registration 
fees are covered by 4-H fundraising).  The trips may not take 
place if chaperones are not available. 
  
 4-H CAPITAL DAYS – May 15-17, 2016 - "A Citizenship Op-

portunity" 
 STARR (State Teen Action Rep Retreat) – April 29 – May 

1, 2016 – “A Leadership Opportunity” 
 FORESTRY WEEKEND – May 20-22, 2016 – “A Career  

Exploration Opportunity” 
 STEM Camp – June  17-19,2016 – “A Career Explorations 

Opportunity” 
 CORNELL CAREER EXPLORATION – June 28-30, 2016 - "A 

Career Exploration Opportunity" 
 ABC (Agri-business Career Conference) – September 29-

30, 2016 “A Career Exploration Opportunity” 
  
  
 

4-H Bowling Party and Can Drive 
 
Who:  Columbia and Greene 4-H members, families and 
leaders 
When:  Saturday, February 27 
Time:  2:00 pm 
Where:  Chatham Bowl, 248 State Rt 295, Chatham 
Cost:  $6 for two games and shoe rental (food available for 
purchase) 
 
Beat the midwinter blues by joining in the 4-H Family Bowling 
Party and Can Drive.  The Greene 4-H Teen Ambassadors are 
planning this fun, annual Columbia-Greene activity.   
   
Please register with Emily at 518-828-3346 x100 or 
ew387@cornell.edu by Friday, February 12. We have a num-
ber of lanes reserved but want to have room for everyone.  
We need to confirm the number of lanes early.  Please pro-
vide the name of each bowler and the fee of $6 per person by 
Friday, February 12.  We cannot guarantee additional space 
after that date.  Checks can be made out to CCE and mailed to 
479 Rt. 66, Hudson, NY 12534. 
   
The cost includes shoes and two games.   All 4-H members 
participating must have adult chaperones.  Adults need not 
pay the fee if they are not bowling.   
  
With such a low cost, teens are asking that everyone bring 
items to be donated to a local food pantry.   After Christmas 

http://www.4hcenter.org/youth-conference-center-overview/educational-programs/citizenship-washington-focus/presidential-inauguration/
http://www.4hcenter.org/youth-conference-center-overview/educational-programs/citizenship-washington-focus/presidential-inauguration/
http://www.4hcenter.org/youth-conference-center-overview/educational-programs/citizenship-washington-focus/presidential-inauguration/
http://www.ccecolumbiagreene.org
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the food pantries are usually very bare and they want to 
help stock them.   Every 4-H member who brings a food item 
will be able to participate in the door prize drawings. 

  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension and 4-H Day at 
the Hockey Game  

Albany, Columbia-Greene, Rensselaer , Saratoga 
and  Schenectady Counties   

 
Date:  Sunday, March 13 
Time:  3:00 pm 
Location:  Times Union Center, 51 S. Pearl St. Albany, NY 
12207 
Cost:  Tickets are $13 (age two and under free) 
Ticket order deadline:  Friday, March 4 
Who:  Employees, members and friends receive a discounted 
ticket offer.  
For more information or to order tickets, contact Meg Emery 
at 518 433-8457 or memery@thealbanydevils.com 
 
Watch an exciting game between the Albany Devils and  
Toronto Marlies!  A ticket order flier is available from the  
Extension Education Center rin Hudson 
 
 

4-H Volunteer e-Learning –  
An Easy Update for all Adults! 

 
You are encouraged to explore the new "4-H Volunteer e-
Learning" - a basic 4-H volunteer orientation available online 
for all CCE volunteers (and staff) who work in 4-H Youth Devel-
opment (at no cost to you).  
  
4-H Volunteer e-Learning has four 20 minute modules:  
 About 4-H (mission and philosophy) 
 Positive Youth Development (4-H essential elements) 
 Getting Starting in 4-H (delivery modes) 
 Leadership and Teaching (facilitating experiential learn-

ing). 
  
The "4-H Volunteer e-Learning" modules are found on the NYS 
4-H Volunteer Involvement staff site 
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/Pages/VolunteerInvolveme
nt.aspx. The password to use is: VOLUNTEER. Linda will re-
ceive notification when volunteers complete each module. 
  

4-H Club Membership Policy 

 Any young person who meets the age eligibility 
requirements is eligible to enroll as a 4-H member.  
Any person in a legally-protected class, including 
but not limited to, race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, ancestry, marital status, familiar 
status, sexual orientation, or disability, may enroll 
as a 4-H member.   

  
 The New York State 4-H Club year runs from  

October 1 to September 30. 
  
 Youth who are five years of age, on or before  

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as a 
4-H Cloverbud member. 

  
 Youth who are eight years of age, on or before 

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as a 
4-H member. 

  
 Youth who turn nineteen years of age, on or be-

fore January 1 of the current club year, may not 
enroll as a 4-H member.    

  
 Persons with an intellectual disability may partici-

pate fully in 4-H programs as long as their devel-
opmental age is determined to fall between five 
and nineteen years of age. 

  

Would you like your 4-H newsletter faster?  

Email Emily at ew387@cornell.edu to ensure 

you are on the email list. 

Plan Ahead For Use of Facilities-New Policy  
  
This is an important reminder to 4-H club leaders.  It is be-
coming common practice that venues, such as schools and 
churches, require a Certificate of Insurance from our CCE in 
insurance carrier for 4-H clubs (and anyone else) to use their 
facilities.  Please keep in mind the following: 

 No one, other than our CCE Executive Director, can sign 
any agreement, including something that seems as mun-
dane as wanting to use a meeting room or the school 
swimming pool. All forms must be sent to Linda Tripp, 
who will pursue the signature. 

 

 Requests for a Certificate of Insurance must be to Linda 
Tripp at least one month or sooner before your use of 
the facility. Often CCE’s insurance carrier needs to corre-
spond with the facility so they can agree on language. 

 
New Policy in Place:  Any 4-H volunteer wishing to use CCE 
vehicles or book facilities must do so through the appropri-
ate 4-H staff they are working with in order to reduce double 
booking and avoid confusion.       

mailto:memery@thealbanydevils.com
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/Pages/VolunteerInvolvement.aspx
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/staff/Pages/VolunteerInvolvement.aspx
mailto:ew387@cornell.edu
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On Saturday, December 12 nearly 50 youth and adults participated in activities, games, fellow-

ship and food to celebrate the winter holidays, hosted by the Greene 4-H Teen Ambassadors, 

with help from the Columbia 4-H Teen Ambassadors.  4-H members created holiday cards and 

decorations for our war veterans this holiday season which will be taken to the VA Hospital.   
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Honor Secretaries 
  

NOTE: Every club should be represented here!  If your club is a 

“no show”, ask your club secretary to email or mail a short 

report to the CCE office EVERY MONTH!   

  

We need to receive your report by the first of each month.  

Please email to Emily Warrington at ew387@cornell.edu. 

At our October meeting we started with elections. First was 
President; Liam was elected for that office. The next office 
was Vice-President and Edward was elected.  After Vice- 
President we voted for Secretary and I (Benjamin) was 
elected.  Next was Treasurer; Jackson was elected by a few 
votes.  Last was News Reporter and Rita was elected.  
 
After elections we split into three groups. One group paint-
ed pumpkins, another made applesauce and the last group 
made thank you cards for the apples to make the ap-
plesauce.  We all rotated so everyone got a turn doing each 
thing.  We look forward to packing shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child at our next meeting.     
 
At our November 11th meeting we did two things. The first 
thing we did was packing Operation Christmas Child (OCC) 
shoe boxes.  We were able to pack 20 shoe boxes! The sec-
ond thing we did was making jar candles.  To make them 
we took a mason jar, stuck leaf shaped stickers on them, 
painted the jars, then removed the stickers.  After removing 
the stickers we filled the jars halfway with acorns and put a 
battery operated candle inside it.  We ended the meeting 
by picking Secret Santa names for our clubs Christmas par-
ty.  We also had a second meeting on the 30th at which 
time we worked on our green books. 
    

Medway Mountaineers 

Benjamin LaFountain  

The summer months proved to be busy ones for the Wilder-
ness Workers as we worked on our showing items for the fair. 
There was the club exhibit to be made, a calf to be trained 
and lambs to be groomed. At the fair we worked many hours 
at the milk bar, which was exhausting but extremely fun and 
also an excellent learning experience. 
             
As this year proved to be a great apple year, our club gath-
ered apples from nearby, abandoned orchards. Then we 
pressed them in an old-fashioned cider press. There was a lot 
of work and heavy lifting involved. Throughout the whole 
season we made approximately 50 gallons of cider, not 
counting all the canned apple sauce! 
             
Along with an overflow of green, inedible watermelons from 
the Leifer Farm, we had our first ever watermelon carving 
meeting.  Because of its smooth surface, we learned, a melon 
is a lot easier to etch intricate designs into.   
   
To round off most meetings, we sing songs accompanied by 
an accordion or guitar. It is a peasant way to end an extreme-
ly wonderful evening.  And with that, I shall end this report.  
 
Joke of the month: Have you heard about the corduroy pil-
lows; they’re making headlines!  

Wilderness Workers 

Isa Leifer 

Green Caprines 

Ida Joy 

In the month of October, Greene Caprines had a 
4H Harvest party hosted by members Kaya and Jazmin and 
their family.  We made festive candle holders, and then had 
a bonfire.  In October we also went on a beautiful walk on 
the Windham Path!  What a beautiful place to be in the 
fall! 
 

We had a great day at Tractor Supply!   We made over 
$200!   Take a close look at our menu.   

The Baker’s Dozen 
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Greene Earth Club 

Julia Grounds 

The Greene Earth Club Oct. 2015 meeting minutes: 
 
We held our club elections.  Linda Tripp came and ex-
plained our roles.   
 
Jackson Purdy-Treasurer, Julia Grounds-Secretary, Kasey 
Purdy-President, Andy Jackson-Vice President 
 
We voted and decided to sell our finger weaving wreaths 
that we will be making in November and sell them at the 
Edward J. Arthur Elementary Breakfast with santa. 

Silver Eagles 

Olivia Sears 

The Silver Eagles are back at it again.  The day after Thanks-
giving, even though we were up earlier that day shopping, we 
came together for an eventful meeting.  Our leader ex-
plained, “Since winter is coming soon, to get in the mood we 
are going to make snowmen out of logs.”  I know that you 
are thinking this is crazy and impossible…but we did it.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Hudson Harvesters had their first club meeting in  
November.  We spent some time talking about the club and 
things we might do.  We 
then tackled the cran-
berry sauce.  Ingredi-
ents were taste-tested.   
The goal for the next 
meeting is to clean out 
the vegetable gar-
den...maybe plant some 
garlic. 

Hudson Harvesters  

First we painted a log white, no bigger than someone’s fore-
arm.  As we were waiting for the paint to dry we had a fire and 
roasted hot dogs and marshmallows.  After our cookout, we 
made our way back to the workshop and painted eyes, 
mouths, noses and buttons on our snowmen logs.  Next we 
used fabric to make scarves and hats.  We glued on all of the 
accessories to complete our snowmen.  It was a fun time and a 
good meeting! 
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Extension Education Center 

479 Route 66 

Hudson, NY  12534 

518.828.3346 

columbia@cornell.edu 

www.ccecolumbiagreene.org 

 

 

 
 

4-H SPONSORED TRIP APPLICATION 
DUE:  FEBRUARY 1, 2016 OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

Attach this cover sheet to a separate sheet that includes the listed information. 

 

TRIP OPPORTUNITY: (a) Please number the trips in order of your interest (only the ones you would like to go on) and  
(b) Please note the number of times you have gone on any of them.  Descriptions are on the last page of this application. 
Please plan to participate in a 4-H Public Presentation Day and/or a District Bowl Event to be eligible for these trips. 

Order of Interest  Name of Trip    Number of Times Participated 
          
____    4-H Capital Days    ____ 

____    Forestry Weekend    ____ 

____    STEM Camp    ____ 

____     State Teen Action Rep Retreat (STARR) ____ 

____      Cornell Career Explorations   ____ 

____    Agribusiness Career Conference (ABC) ____ 

 

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE: __________________________________GRADE:__________AGE ON 1/1/2016:__________________ 

4-H CLUB NAME: _____________________________________________________________________YEARS IN 4-H: _____________ 

NAME OF YOUR PUBLIC PRESENTATION AT A COUNTY PUBLIC PRESENTATION DAY IN 2016:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On a separate sheet of paper, either type or write legibly to complete the following: 

1. List the two most significant 4-H project areas (such as dairy cattle, foods and nutrition, the environment) you have com-
pleted throughout your 4-H experience and describe why they have been significant. 

2. Describe the County Level 4-H activities you have been involved in over the past two years. 

3. Describe the 4-H community service activities you have been involved in over the past two years. 

4. List school and community activities you have been involved in over the past two years. 

5. List your 4-H leadership roles and when held (include junior leader, club officer, 4-H teen ambassador, teen evaluator, advi-
sory committee member, etc.). 

6. Describe how you have helped with countywide (not 4-H club) 4-H fundraisers (donation collection, 4-H Ice Cream Booth/
Milk Bar, Cow Plop Bingo, News Election Service). These funds provide the partial scholarships for members and cover the 
cost of chaperones for these trips. 

7. Describe: Why you want to go on the trip(s) 

  Why you feel you are qualified to represent Columbia and Greene Counties 

  What you think you will gain by participating on the trip(s) 

  How you will share your experiences with others 

8. Please attach a 4-H Club Leader letter of recommendation to this application. 

mailto:columbia@cornell.edu
http://www.ccecolumbiagreene.org
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4-H MEMBER TRIP OPPORTUNITIES 2016 

 

The following educational trips are available to any enrolled 4-H member of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene Counties. You 
must have participated (or plan to participate) as a presenter in Public Presentation Day 2016 and/or a District Bowl Event AND complete this 4-H 
Sponsored Trip Application to be considered for selection. Only if spaces remain after February 1, 2016 will the trips be further promoted. Priority is 
given to those who have not attended the particular trip before and to those who participate in countywide 4-H fundraising. 4-H fundraising reduc-
es the total listed cost of each trip for participants. 

 

Please complete the 4-H Sponsored Trip Application as neatly and completely as possible and return to be considered for first selection on these 
trips. By completing this form you are not committing – we just need to know who is interested. 

 

Chaperones are needed for all of these trips. Trip participants are expected to help recruit chaperones (whose registration fees are covered by 4-H 
fundraising). The trips may not take place if chaperones are not available. 

 

4-H CAPITAL DAYS – May 15-17, 2016 - "A Citizenship Opportunity" 

Held in Albany for four teens (two from each county), 14 - 18 years old.  May attend once.  You will see the Legislature in action, visit over breakfast with our 
local Assemblypeople, and learn about the State Capitol. You will also be able to visit with teens from all around the state. Join us if you enjoy making your 
views known about issues of concern to youth and others in New York State.  The total cost is approximately $250. One lunch not included. Participant pays 
approximately $125. 

 

STARR (State Teen Action Rep Retreat) – April 29-May 1, 2016 – “A Leadership Opportunity” 

Held at the New York State Fairgrounds in Syracuse, this is an opportunity for eleven teens, ages 13 - 18, to grow in leadership skills. May attend four times 
unless selected for a leadership position. Teens will interact with others from across the state to work on public speaking skills, understanding how to work 
with local officials, adding personal touches to the 4-H building, and learning how to make your voice heard. This weekend is about making changes in your 
community through leadership and action, all while meeting new people and having a great time. The total cost is approximately $100. Participants pay 
approximately $50.  

 

FORESTRY WEEKEND – May 20-22, 2016 – “A Career Exploration Opportunity” 

Held at 4-H Camp Shankitunk in Delaware County, this is an opportunity for fifteen youth, ages 10+. Join 4-H members from across the state for a weekend 
of forestry activities, games, and competition. This event is for youth interested in learning more about forests, and to select the NYS team that will go to the 
2015 National 4-H Forestry Invitational (must be 14-19 for the national event).  The Forestry weekend activities include: Tree identification, Tree measure-
ments, Compass usage, Map reading, Insects and diseases, Geocaching, Nature games, Night hikes and more. The total cost is approximately $80. Partici-
pants pay approximately $40. 

 

STEM CAMP – June 17-19, 2016– “A Career Exploration Opportunity” 

Held at 4-H Camp Shankitunk in Delaware County, this is an opportunity for up to eleven 4-H members, age 10+ to join 4-H members from across the state 
for a weekend of science fun. Participants select a tract for the weekend which may include rocketry, 3-D printing, nature detectives, sustainable energy. The 
total cost is approximately $80. Participants pay approximately $40. 

 

CORNELL CAREER EXPLORATION – June 28-30, 2016 - "A Career Exploration Opportunity" 

Held at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY for eleven teens currently in 7th – 11th grade. University U is for those entering 8th or 9th grade. May attend this once. 
Focus for Teens is for those entering grades 10 - 12 or those who already attended University U. May attend three times unless selected for a leadership 
position. Teens choose a specific subject matter area to investigate such as astronomy, chemistry, consumer economics/design, geology, food sciences, phys-
ics, ag and bio engineering, biotechnology, horticulture, human service studies, natural resources, textiles and apparel, veterinary sciences. Participants 
attend lectures taught by Cornell University professors, conduct hands-on laboratory experiments, and take field-trips to commercial sites where new tech-
nologies are being put to use. You will also have an opportunity to tour Cornell Campus, get to know teens from around New York State and live in the Uni-
versity dorms. The total cost is approximately $250. Participants pay approximately $125. 

 

ABC (Agri-business Career Conference) – September 29-30, 2016 - “A Career Exploration Opportunity” 

Held in Cobleskill for teens, ages 13-16. The conference is co-sponsored by NYS 4-H, the NYS Farm Bureau, and the State University at Cobleskill. It features 
tours of farms and agriculture based operations in the Cobleskill area as well as seminars, guest speakers and guided tours of the SUNY Cobleskill agriculture 
facilities. Attendees also have the opportunity to meet with college faculty and learn about different majors and course requirements.  The participation is 
fee is approximately $100.00. Participants pay approximately $50.00. 
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PLEASE THANK THE SPONSORS OF “THE YOUTH CONNECTION”!  They have made it possible for each enrolled 4-H family 
(approximately 435) to receive this important 4-H communication piece. 

The Berry Farm 
Rte. 203, Chatham, NY 

Open Year Round 

Local Produce, Meat, Poultry 

Baked Goods, Seasonal Items 

and so much more…… 

  518-392-4609                   www.chathamberryfarm.com 

Manager: 

Megan Mulrooney 

Your business cards could be here!   

Call Linda at 518-828-3346 x 203 

 or email lke2@cornell.edu 
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Change Service Requested 

January 4—Livestock Committee Meeting, Extension Education 
Center, Hudson 
 
January 4—Dairy Products/Cow Bingo, Extension Education Center, 
Hudson 
 
January 9—Rhinebeck Veterinary Hospital Field Trip 
 
January 12—Horse Bowl Practice, Extension Education Center, 
Hudson 
 
January 12—Public Presentation Training (Teen Evaluator Training; 
Leader, Parent, and Member Info Session),  
Extension Education Center, Hudson 
 
January 18—Dairy Bowl Practice, Extension Education Center, Hud-
son 
  
January 20—Public Presentation Training (Teen Evaluator Training; 
Leader, Parent, and Member Info Session),  Agroforestry Resource 
Center, Acra  
 
January 30—Let’s Learn to Sew Workshop #1, Extension Education 
Center, Hudson 
 
February 8—Dairy Feeds and Nutrition, Extension Education  
Center, Hudson 
 
February 12-14—Teen Winter Weekend, Oswegatchie Education 
Center, Croghan, NY 
 
February 13—Maple Production for the Beginner, Agroforestry 
Resource Center, Acra 

February 13—Let’s Learn to Sew Workshop #2, Extension Education 
Center, Hudson 
 
February 16—Cricket Hill Farm Field Trip, Ancramdale 
  
February 18—Gadgets and Gizmos, Extension Education Center, 
Hudson 
 
February 19—4-H Milk Bar Apron Sewing Day, Extension Education 
Center, Hudson 
 
February 20—SUNY Cobleskill Trip, Extension Education Center,  
Hudson 
 
February 22—Dairy Bowl Practice, Extension Education Center,  
Hudson 
 
February 27—4-H Bowling Party and Can Drive, Chatham Bowl 
 
March 13—Albany Devils Hockey Game, Albany Times Union Center  
 
March 4—Public Presentation Event, Hudson High School 
 
March 7—Dairy Bowl Practice, Extension Education Center, Hudson 
 
March 12—Regional Dairy Bowl Contest, Ichabod Crane Middle 
School, Valatie 
 
March 26—Public Presentation Event, Cairo-Durham Middle School 
 
April 9—Fashion Revue, St. John the Baptist Church, Valatie  
 
 

Visit www.ccecolumbiagreene.org to learn about upcoming programs and events, sign up for our mailing list, and download forms.     


