
          4-H  KEYNOTES 
“4-H is a community of young people across America who 

are learning leadership, citizenship and life skills.” 

Special Points of 

Interest 

 

 Public Presentations 

 

  Shooting Sports        

 

 Science  Workshops 

 

 Honor Secretaries and 

      News Reports 

 

 Calendar of Events 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017 
 
Dear Friends of 4-H: 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope your Holidays were full of fun!  How many of you 
were able to get outside and play in the snow?  Whether or not you are snow lov-
ers or cold-weather-haters, we have a full slate of activities for members. 
 
Here are some highlights: 

 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is partnering with Washington County Public 

Health & Youth Bureau for Winterfest: Beat the Winter Blues at Lake 
Lauderdale on February 4. 

Drone Discovery is planned for our Science Day on February 22. 
Fibers & Fun is planned for February 23. 
4-H Shooting Sports is continuing.  The northern program starts March 1; 

the southern program starts March 18. 
Please consider doing a Public Presentation at one of our three March dates 

this year.  We are still confirming one location. Contact our office if you 
would like some materials and/or have someone come to your club to 
show how to do a presentation.   

Tractor Safety is planned for April vacation. 
A reminder that we have project kits for clubs to borrow including: Ag Liter-

acy kits (great for a community service project at your local library), 
Hand Sewing, Leatherworking and Woodworking.  We also loan poultry 
incubators with project material & posters. 

 
More details for these events are listed inside. 
 

Yours truly, 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

Diversity and Inclusion are a part of Cornell University’s heritage. We are a recognized employer and educator 

valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities. 
 

 



 

 415 Lower Main Street 

 Hudson Falls, NY 12839 

 

 Telephone (518) 746-2560 

 Toll Free 1-800-548-0881 

  

Website:  www.cce.cornell.edu/washington 

 

National 4-H Website:  www.4-H.org 

 

E-mail:  Washington@cornell.edu 

 

 

 

Our office is open 8:30 AM 

to 4:30 PM to answer your calls. 

After hour calls will be taken 

by our voice mail system. 

Articles, News Reporter and  

Secretary Reports are due to 

the Extension Office on or 

before the 5th of every month. 

 

The information given herein is  

supplied with the understanding that no  

discrimination is intended and no  

endorsement by Cornell Cooperative  

Extension is implied.  Mention of a  

trade name does not constitute a  

guarantee or warranty of the product  

to the exclusion of other comparable  

products.  Articles in this newsletter  

may be reproduced provided credit is  

given to the authors and to the name  

of this publication. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Cornell Cooperative Extension actively sup-

ports equal educational and employment op-

portunities.  No person shall be denied ad-

mission to any educational program or activi-

ty or be denied employment on the basis of 

any legally prohibited discrimination involv-

ing, but not limited to, such factors as race, 

color, religion, political beliefs, national or 

ethnic origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, 

marital or family status, veteran status, or 

disability.  Cornell Cooperative Extension is 

committed to the maintenance of affirmative 

action programs that will assure the continua-

tion of such equality of opportunity." 



 

                   2017 4-H Public Presentations  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have resources that can help you plan your presentation.  If you have any questions about Public Presenta-

tions, give Chrys a call at 746-2560 or 1-800-548-0881.  The college and job interview will be available at the 

Fort Edward location.   Please call our office to schedule an appointment time for the interviews.  Karen Rogers, 

leader of  the  Crystal Clovers 4-H club in Cambridge is willing to judge public presentations at your club meeting .   

You can contact her at 677-3681 

Salem 

Saturday March 11 
Holy Cross Church 

9AM-NOON 

Due to the low number of participants for this site in the past 

you must let us know by March 6 if you plan to attend.  If we 

do not have a commitment that at least 10 will be attending we 

will cancel this site.   

 Fort Edward 

Saturday March 25 (tentative) 

Washington Street TLC 
     (Formerly St. Joseph’s School) 

9AM-NOON 

Easton 

Saturday March 4  
Easton Public Library 

9 AM-Noon 
 



The 4-H Public Presentation Program 
 

The Public Presentation Program is one of 4-H’s most beneficial and rewarding experiences. It is the one most 

often credited by 4-H alumni as having given them an edge above peers in both college and pro-

fessional careers. It provides a unique opportunity to develop a positive self-concept and poise, 

gain self-confidence before a group, learn to express ideas clearly, respond spontaneously to 

questions, and gain subject matter knowledge. Through a progressive series of communication 

activities, youth learn to express themselves and their ideas. 

 

Today’s youth are busier than ever, as are their parents.  We understand how difficult it is to par-

ticipate in everything.  As your family is prioritizing which event/program they can attend, please 

consider the life-long importance of Public Presentations.  If you are an older teen, consid-

er scheduling the job or college interview portion of Public Presentations.   

 

Some possible suggestions are:  Demonstrate Mason jar salads; Essential items to have in 

your hiking backpack; Photography of a country mile; Topics are endless.  Think of what 

you are passionate about, a hobby, an extracurricular activity or sports, your pets or even 

your own family history.   

“PICTURE WASHINGTON COUNTY” 
Theme:  Pride of Our County 

 

 

While much of our nation’s land continues to be covered by blacktop and 

building complexes, Washington County celebrates its farmland and rural 
homesteads.  Visitors and residents drive through our county and see the 

land where their foods are being produced.  Many buildings that have long 

supported our rural life style stand as monuments to this agricultural herit-

age.  Entrant’s original artwork may include early barns, outbuildings, 

farmhouses, stores, or other structures which have long been used while 

working the Washington County land.  These buildings might be standing 

as erected by our ancestors, be a family example lost to time or a treasure 
saved and adapted for a new use. 

 

 Information and entry forms available at: 
 

  Washington County Fair Farm Museum 

 392 Old Schuylerville Rd. Greenwich, NY 12834 

 518-692-2464   

www.washingtoncountyfair.com 

2017 YOUTH ART COMPETITION 

Sponsored by 

The Washington County Fair Farm Museum 

Entries must arrive at the Washington 

County Fairgrounds by May 26, 2017 

  

All entries will be exhibited in a public 
art show at The Washington County 
Fair Farm Museum on Saturday, June 3, 
2017 when winners will be announced. 

http://www.washingtoncountyfair.com/


                 Public Presentation Tips  
                              

A common question asked about 4-H Presentations is their length. Most presentations should be 5 – 15 

minutes.  Cloverbud presentations can be 3-5 minutes.  4-H members who wish to give a team public presenta-

tion can get together with another 4-H member to plan and organize their presentation.  A team public presen-

tation should be a minimum of 10 minutes. 

  

Please note there are specific time requirements for horse members considering Regional competition.  Refer 

to the NYS 4-H Horse Educational Rule Book or contact the CCE Office. 

  

Basic Guidelines 

  Be neat and dress properly for the presentation you are going to give. 

 

 If using note cards, use them appropriately.  Use them as an outline, not to be read from or depended upon. 

Do not let them interrupt the flow of your presentation.  You do not need note cards if you have posters. 

  

 Look at your audience and stand straight as you talk to them.  Get their attention by being friendly and by 

being enthusiastic about your topic. 

  

 Speak clearly and be sure everyone can hear you.  Avoid unnatural long pauses. 

  

 Arrange your work area so the audience can see what you are doing at all times.  Show the finished product 

to your audience. 

  

 When using posters or models, be sure everyone in the audience can see and read them. 

   

 The sources of your information must be given.  If you mentioned it in your presentation, it needs to be re-

stated in the conclusion.  If you used the internet, share the website.  

   

 Presenters with special limitations or challenges are encouraged to inform the evaluators so they can appreci-

ate the effort that was needed for completion of this task. 

  

 SMILE!! The evaluators are nice people and understand that public speaking is not easy.  They are 

there to help and encourage you, not to criticize you. 
  

During the introduction remember to: 

1. Greet your audience 

2. Tell what you are going to present and why 

  

During your summary remember to: 

1. Restate or briefly repeat the main points. 

2. Give sources of information, if you have not given them during your 

presentation. 

3. Give the audience the opportunity to ask questions. 



   

 

 

2017 
29th Annual 

4-H Shooting Sports 
4-H Shooting Sports is open to all youth ages 12-18 who are interested in firearm safety 

and environmental conservation.  The program features demonstrations, hands-on activi-

ties, and range time over 6—8 week period. Disciplines include Air Rifle/Pistol, Archery, 

.22 Caliber Rifle, Shotgun, Muzzleloader  
plus Hunter Education & Bowhunter Certifications.  

 

Begins March 1 for Hudson Falls* & March 18 for Salem/Cambridge*. 

Locations are the Hudson Falls Fish & Game for Northern program & Salem Rifle 

&Pistol and Owlkill Rod & Gun for the Southern program. 

*Northern program meets Wednesday evenings & Saturday mornings; Southern program meets   
Saturdays—full day. 

The fee is $20 for 4-H members; $25 for non members.  

For more information, contact Cornell Cooperative Extension at: 

518-746-2560 or 1-800-548-0881 
or 

washington@cornell.edu 

Register 
Now! 



2017 Lewis County 4-H Teen Winter Weekend   
~Sponsored by Lewis County 4-H Teen Ambassadors~ 

2017 Theme:  To Be Announced 

February 17, 18 and 19, 2017 (Friday ~ Saturday ~ Sunday) 

Oswegatchie Educational Center (State FFA Camp) - Croghan, New York 
  

 A fun weekend of cross country skiing, snowshoeing, hiking  

 Variety of indoor workshops: explore a new project  

 Meet 4-H teens from all over the state  

 Dance Saturday evening  

 

(All teens must be 13 by January 1, 2017) 

   

The cost is $70.00 which includes lodging for two nights, LOTS OF FUN, all 

meals and snacks, LOTS OF FUN, workshop costs and LOTS OF FUN!  4-H 

Teen Council helps pay part of this fee. 

 

Registration deadline is January 23, 2017.  Call, email or use Facebook messaging to register.   

 

 

Government? Fun?   

Only at 4-H Capital Days 2017!   
  

NYS 4-H Capital Days are scheduled for May 21 - 23.  It star ts Sunday evening and ends after  lunch on 

Tuesday.  You spend two days in our State’s capital.  While you’re there you participate in the following:   

  

    Meet teens from other counties across New York State 

    Learn about powerful, influential jobs in the public sector.   

    Learn more about NYS government. 

    Tour NYS departments.   

    Meet the legislators who represent YOUR family in government. 

    Maybe earn some bonus points with your Social Studies teacher! 

  

And did we mention you have fun while you do this?  The delegates and chaperones very likely will be staying 

at the Clarion Hotel in Albany and they have an indoor pool! This trip costs approximately $215, last years 

teens paid  $55. 

  

If you or someone you know is interested, please give us a call 746-2560.  We need at least two teen delegates 

to be part of this trip.  (Teens must be 14 years old as of January 1, 2017.)  Registration is due early April. 
  



                        Drone Discovery 
February 22, 2017 

9:00 AM – 11:30 PM 

Argyle United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall  

12 Sheridan Street 

Argyle 
 

Drone Discovery was the 2016 National Youth Science Experiment.  We are bringing this to Washington 

County on our annual Science Day in February. 

 

In this experiment, we will feature youth learning about a wide varie-

ty of topics related to unmanned flight including flight dynamics, air-

craft types, safety and regulations, remote sensing and flight control.  

Designed by Cornell University Cooperative Extension – that’s us!- 

the hands-on, three part engineering design challenge will allow 

youth to experiment with fixed and rotary wing designs, explore the 

concept of remote sensing and dive into the world of coding for real-

world drone applications.   

 

So if you looking for something different and fun to do during your Winter Break, come sign up and join us!   

This workshop is free of charge thanks to the 4-H Leaders Association. 

 

This activity is best for youth 4th grade and above, but all are welcome. 

 

Please register by February 16 so we will have enough time to get all the supplies.  Preregistration is required.  

Registration begins at 8:45 AM.  

 

                        Fibers & Fun! 
                                                           February 23  

                                                                          1 – 3:30 pm 

                                                            Washington County Annex II 

 
Come & join us to learn about how fibers are needled, knitted, crocheted or woven into items that we can use and enjoy. 

 

Pre-registration is required so that we have enough supplies for everyone & contact information.  Deadline is February 

17.  Call 746-2560 or 1-800-548-0881 for registration & directions. 



 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Save the Date 
When: April 21 - April 23, 2017  

  

Where: Youth Building,  
New York State Fairgrounds 

Who: Any 4-H Teen interested in gaining leadership skills,  
networking, and having fun!!!  
  
What: The state teen leadership event of the year!  
  
Join us for an awesome weekend of workshops, networking, and fun! There will be a 
keynote speaker, dinner, and dance on Saturday night! More information to follow, 



 

  

  

  

  

  

2014 NYS 4-H Career Explorations Conference  

WHAT IS CAREER EXPLORATIONS? 
 Cornell Cooperative Extension’s 4-H Youth Development program hosts a three-day youth 

conference on the Cornell University Campus  

 By offering a hands-on college experience, Career Ex provides youth with exposure to    Cor-

nell University, its academic fields, and associated careers while providing opportunities to 

develop leadership skills 

HOW DOES IT WORK? 
 Youth have fun while learning about science, technology, humanities and…themselves! 

 Youth enjoy engaging, interactive workshops run by Cornell faculty and staff!  

 The Conference offers two grade-specific tracts:  

 University U for youth entering grades 8 - 9 Fall 2017 

 Focus for Teens for youth entering grades 10 – 12 Fall 2017 

WHEN:  June 27 – 29, 2017 

  
WHERE:  Cornell University,  Ithaca, NY     
   
COST:  $75 includes Registration & Lodg-

ing (Total cost is $250 – 4-H Teen Council 

pays the rest)  

  

HOW: Contact our office for workshop de-

scriptions or go to the website. Deadline for 

registration is mid April. 

Discover a career that… 
Navigates you toward success! 

2017 NYS 4-H Career Explorations Conference 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  

Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal 

program and employment opportunity. 

NYS 4-H Youth Development 

Beebe Hall 

Cornell University  

Ithaca, NY 14853 

607-255-0896 



 

 

 

Agricultural Literacy Week unites communities and schools. Volunteers will share a  special agriculturally 

themed story and lead an educational activity.   

  

Volunteer as a reader or a teacher host and get this year's book donated to your school 

library along with other educational resources.  If you are interested in being a reading 

volunteer, please contact Cathy at 746-2560.   

 

This year’s book is The Grapes Grow Sweet by Lynne Tuft and illustrated by Tessa 

DeCarlo. 

With the advent of New York's booming grape industries we are proud to feature a book 

that so wonderfully captures this way of life for over 1,600 family-owned vineyards in 

our state. New York ranks third nationally in grape production, with 75% of grapes pro-

duced being made into grape juice and the other 25% processed into wine and used in the craft beverage indus-

try. 

STEM careers and post-secondary opportunities related to the grape industry are also growing in our state; 

from grape production, research, crop management, processing, tourism, and hospitality. It will be essential for 

our students to understand the importance of grapes as an economic driver in communities across New York, 

and develop an awareness for future career possibilities. All lessons, activities, and companion materials are 

aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Dairy Bowl 
 

The 4-H Dairy Bowl program is designed to give 4-Hers the opportunity to learn and share their knowledge 

about the Dairy Science and the industry. 

 

Interested youth get together to practice and have fun while doing it. The actu-

al regional event is run very similar to a game show where there are teams, 

buzzers and a moderator. We have 3 levels of participation – Novice (first tim-

ers and at least 8 years of age and in third grade as of 1/1/16), Juniors (13 years 

& younger as of 1/1/16) and Seniors (14 years & older as of 1/1/16). 

 

Please contact our office if you are interested.  It is not too late to participate. 

Agricultural Literacy Week 
March 20-24, 2017 

New York Agriculture in the Classroom 

www.agclassroom.org/ny 

http://www.agclassroom.org/ny/programs/images/literacy/grapes.jpg


 

          College Scholarships 
 

The Washington County 4-H Leader’s Association offers a var iety of scholarships open to high school 

seniors and college students who are or were active members of 4-H.   The amounts of scholarships are $500.  

Applications are available at the Washington County Cornell Cooperative Extension office; call 746-2560 or  

1-800-548-0881 for an application.  Applications are due by 4:30, May 15, 2017.  The form is on our web site! 

 

The Washington County Fair offers scholarships to youth that have been active in fair activities. Generally, the 

application packet for this scholarship will be available in April.  Further information about this scholarship 

can be obtained by calling the Washington County Fair at 692-2464 or visit their web site 

at washingtoncountyfair.com for an online version.  Applications are due August 1. 

 

The Washington County Fair is also the contact for scholarships to youth from the New 

York State Association of Agricultural Fairs and the New York State Show People’s 

Association. These scholarships are available to high school or  enrolled college stu-

dents in Agriculture/agriculture related field and who have participated in the Washington 

County Fair.  Further information about this scholarship can be obtained by calling the 

Washington County Fair at 692-2464. Due date is the second Friday in April.  The ap-

plication is available on the NYSAAF web site: www.nyfairs.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pheasants:  

A Conservation Management Program!   
  

The Department of Environmental Conservation is again offering pheasant chicks to 4-Hers who are interested 

in raising a batch.  The program offers an enjoyable challenge in responsible management.  

The pheasants are released on public land in the fall and offer a hunting opportunity for 

upland shooters. People in general also like to observe and hear the unusual call of the 

rooster during their vocal periods.   

  

There are a number of resources available from the Extension office in reference to the 

pheasant program.  They include, but are not limited to the project guidebook, Pheasant 

Rearing, and the video, “How to Raise Ring-necked Pheasants”.  We are also strongly en-

couraging cooperative ventures between 4-H/FFA youth and local sportsman clubs.   

  

If you are interested in this project, call Chrys or Barb at the Extension office (1-800-548-0881/746-2560).  

The office requires that you notify us of the amount of birds you need by March 17!  



  

 

 

 

 



NEWS REPORTS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 

HONOR SECRETARIES AND NEWS REPORTERS 

The Crystal Clovers held a business meeting at the 

Cambridge town Hall in November.  Members re-

ceived their certificates, pins and awards from 

Achievement Night.  They also talked about their 

upcoming community service project.  They had a 

fun December meeting where Alyssa taught them 

how to make snowmen out of socks.  They decided 

to donate to the Second Chance Shelter in February.   

 

The Lucky Bums had their November meeting at the 

home of their leaders, Dale and Joan Prouty.  They 

started the meeting by handing out their certificates 

and pins from Achievement Night.  Then they made 

holiday table runners.  Everyone got to sew and 

iron.  They had fun making the table runners. 

 

The M & M Kids held their November meeting at 

the home of their leaders, Steve and Laura Sherman.  

Several members were in attendance.  They made 

over 100ornaments to send to the soldiers, along 

with care packages.  They decided that for their De-

cember meeting they would go to the Washington 

Center for Rehabilitation and do 

crafts with some of the residents 

at the Adult Assistance Living 

site.   

 

In November the Sheep ‘N Kids 

made empanadas using a ground 

lamb mixture and homemade 

dough. 

 

 
  

   

  

 

 

 

 

Washington County 4H teens had a fun afternoon of 

making new friends, roller-skating and playing laser 

tag at the Fun Spot. Cathy, said these were some of 

the nicest and most respectful teens she has met,  

and thanks them for a great afternoon. 

 

A special thank you to Lori Lopez-Hammond for 

helping to make the day run smoothly and for bring-

ing fair-worthy cookies. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 Club Name    Secretary   News Reporter 

 

Backyard Buddies    Leader Signed 

Crystal Clovers    Alyssa Rowland  Deanna Wardwell 

Lucky Bums         Hailey Brisbin 

M & M Kids         Dominique LeBarron 

Washington Co. Jr. Beef Club  Rylan Rist     



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017  

 

FEBRUARY 

  

Feb. 4 - Winterfest 

 

Feb. 11 - District 5A Horse Bowl 

 

Feb.  17 - 19 - Teen  Winter Weekend 

  

Feb. 20 - Office closed for President’s               

  Day 

  

Feb. 20 - 24 - Wonders of Washington 

  

Feb. 22 - Science Day 

 

Feb. 23 - Fibers & Fun 

 

MARCH 

  

Mar. 1 - Northern Shooting Sports  

                        begins  

 

Mar. 4 - Capital District Dairy Bowl 

  

Mar. 4- Public Presentations - Easton 

 

Mar. 11 - Public Presentations - Salem 

 

Mar. 18 - Southern Shooting Sports 

  begins 

 

Mar. 25 - Public Presentations - Fort  

  Edward 

  

 

APRIL 

  

Apr. 17 - 19 - Tractor Safety  

  

Apr. 21 - 22 - STARR 

 

 

 

  

MAY 

  

May 6 & 7 - Antique & Flea Market 

  

May 15 - Leaders Scholarship  

  Applications Due 

 

 

JUNE 

  

June 27 - 29 - Career Explorations 

 

AUGUST 

  

Aug. 5 & 6 - Antique & Flea Market 

  

Aug. 21 - 27 - Washington Co. Fair 
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