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Trees have many environmental, economic, and  

social benefits that improve the quality of life in our 

communities. Trees also: 

Benefits Of Trees 

 Reduce energy costs 

 Reduce stormwater runoff 

 Improve air quality 

 Improve health and well-being 

 Increase property values 

 Shade homes 

 Provide habitat for wildlife 

 Beautify neighborhoods 

Trees planted at the North Amityville Pool, with  
support from the Town of Babylon. 

Silviculture is a scientific framework for making 

decisions about the management of forested areas, 

which can help maximize the sustainability of an 

ecosystem. With the ALB Reforestation Project, we 

created a planting list of over 40 tree species that 

are resistant to the Asian Longhorned Beetle, based 

off the U.S. Forest Service list.  

Our Tree Catalogue is available for you to view at 

www.ccenassau.org/ALBreforestation.  

What is Silviculture? 

Urban and community forestry is the management 

of community forests to establish and maintain 

healthy trees for air and water quality benefits,  

energy savings, environmental health, as well as to 

enhance the quality of life for residents. The  

community forest can include street and yard trees, 

parks, cemeteries, school grounds, and undeveloped 

green spaces.   

What is Urban & Community 
Forestry? 

By prioritizing tree diversity, we are able to better 

ensure the long-term stability of Long Island’s urban 

forests and decrease the risk of damage due to pests 

and diseases in the future.  



Since its initial arrival from Asia to Brooklyn in 

1996, the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) has  

decimated thousands of trees across Long Island, 

particularly maples, elms, ashes, and other known 

host species. As of 2016, the United States  

Department of Agriculture has removed over 

10,000 infested and host trees in an effort to  

eradicate the invasive beetle and prevent its 

spread.  

The USDA established a 52-square mile quarantine 

zone which includes communities that were  

hard-hit by the ALB infestation: Amityville,  

Farmingdale, Massapequa, Lindenhurst, 

Copiague, and West Babylon. The map below 

shows developed areas in red, forested areas in 

green, and water bodies in blue, based on the  

National Land Cover Database classification  

system. 

The Problem 

The removal of these trees has exacerbated the  
overall decline of urban tree canopy cover on 
Long Island.  

What is the Asian Longhorned 
Beetle Reforestation Project? 

Trees to be planted at St. Charles Cemetery in  
Farmingdale, NY. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Nassau County 

(CCE-NC) was awarded funds by the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation and the 

US Forest Service to restore trees in communities  

affected by the ALB.  By replanting FREE trees, we are 

able to restore the tree canopy cover that has been lost 

from this invasive beetle. 

Our partners include the NYS Department of  

Environmental Conservation, US Forest Service, US 

Department of Agriculture, US Animal & Plant Health 

Inspection Service, NYS Department of Agriculture & 

Markets, and the Town of Babylon. We aim to  

revitalize and improve the health of Long Island’s  

urban and community forests.  

The goals of this project are to: 

 Restore the tree canopy cover lost from the ALB 
infestation. 

 Aid in the eradication of the ALB by planting  
non-host tree species. 

 Increase tree diversity on Long Island. 

How Our Free Program Works 
CCE-NC is focused on planting FREE trees on 

several types of properties throughout the  

quarantine zone. These include private land 

(residential and commercial), cemeteries, and  

public land (parks, pools, and parkways).  

CCE-NC is working with contractors and our staff 

to replant the free trees on eligible properties. 

During our first year of the program (2015-2016), 

we planted approximately 500 trees.  

Trees planted at a private property in Amityville, NY. 

Is Your Property Eligible For  
A Free Tree? 
Property owners who had trees larger than 6  

inches in diameter removed by the USDA due to 

the ALB infestation are eligible.  

CCE-NC staff can work with you to select an  

appropriate tree species from our Tree Catalogue 

and planting location for your property.  We will 

also provide you with tree care resources.  

Contact us at 516-565-5265 ext. 15 or by sending an 

email to ALBReplanting@cornell.edu to find out if 

you are eligible for FREE trees or to schedule an 

appointment. 


