
By Karen Soule 4-H Educator 

 

 

Furry Friends 4-H Dog Club 

 
The next meeting of the Furry Friends Dog Club will be Wednesday, February 1, at 6:30 p.m. at the Extension 
office. Bring some long scraps of fabric and we will braid tug toys to donate to the SPCA. On the agenda for 
the evening will be planning summer activities and our first hike of the year with our dogs. If you also like 
geocaching, there are several new ones along local trails that we can search for.  There will also be an 
educational piece at the meeting, yet to be decided, but perhaps something that will help you with the 
knowledge questions at county fair!  

The 4-H Shooting Sports Northeast regional workshop will be held on February 24-26 in Ballston Spa at the 4-
H Training Center. Training begins on Friday at 6:00 p.m. and ends on Sunday by 2:30 p.m. Attendees receive 
at least 14 hours of STEM training in the style of “Learn by Doing.” Disciplines offered are pistol, archery, 
coordinator, hunting, muzzle loading, rifle, and shotgun. The registration fee is $100.00 for 4-H Volunteers 
and 4-H camp staff. Lodging is on your own; however, some overnight accommodations may be available for 
those traveling from out of the area. If you are not a volunteer already, you will need to fill out the necessary 
volunteer paperwork. The highlight on Saturday evening is an auction, usually sporting goods, with the 
proceeds going towards the cost of the workshop. They encourage attendees to bring an appropriate item to 
donate to the auction. 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone interested should contact Karen at 315-788-8450 by February 3. Registration is due by February 10 to 
CCE of Saratoga County. Space is limited, and sometimes individuals do not get their first choice in disciplines. 

Want to Raise Pheasants? 

Once again this year, the Department of Environmental Conservation 
will be distributing day-old pheasant chicks for rearing and release 
projects to qualified 4-H youth. Participants must be able to provide a 
brooding facility, a covered outdoor rearing pen, and an adequate 
release site. 4-H staff may come and visit your set up and check your 
release location to see if it is suitable. The rearing and release of 
pheasants require a great deal of responsibility by 4-H youth and a substantial time commitment. These 
chicks are hatched at the Reynolds Game Farm in Ithaca, NY.    
 
For more information visit www.dec.ny.gov/docs/wildlife_pdf/dayoldchicks.pdf. If you are interested in 
participating in this project contact Karen at 315-788-8450 by March 13.   
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Hope for Dogs with Lymphoma 

There is new hope for dog owners whose dogs have been diagnosed with lymphoma. Recently the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration announced the conditional approval of Tanovea-CA1, the first new animal drug that 
will be used to treat canine lymphoma. The conditional approval is good for one year.   
 
If your dog is diagnosed with lymphoma and your vet prescribes this treatment, owners should take extra 
care when handling and cleaning up after their dog for five days after treatment. Report any side effects to 
your veterinarian. 
 
Lymphoma is a cancer that is derived from white blood cells called lymphocytes. The function of lymphocytes 
is to protect the body from infection. Although the medical community knows how lymphomas form, it is not 
yet understood why. Researchers think that environmental factors such as exposure to pesticides, particularly 
herbicides could be one of the biggest contributing factors. Having your pet out on a lawn recently treated by 
a lawn service should be avoided if possible. 
 
Canine Lymphoma is the most common cancer diagnosed in dogs, approximately 12%. Canine lymphoma has 
about 30 types and they can vary greatly in how they behave. Some are very slow growing while others 
progress rapidly and can be life-threatening without treatment. Any organ in the body may be affected, but 
most originate in the lymph nodes before spreading to other organs such as the spleen, liver and bone 
marrow. The human non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (NHL) is very similar to the canine lymphoma. When examined 
microscopically, it is hard to tell one from the other. Both also had similar responses to chemotherapy. It is 
hoped by the scientists, medical community, and researchers that discoveries like this new drug, will help 
both dogs and humans alike. 

Speaking of county fair, the first day of fair is Tuesday, July 11, which is usually the dog show.  At this writing, 
it is not sure if the shows will fall on the day that they always have in the past since this is the 200th 
anniversary of the Jefferson County Fair! 
 
The New York State Fair dog show will again be held before the fair opens with a date set of August 19, 2017. 

The holiday season has come to an end, decorations and gifts are put away. Now what? Are you searching for 
activities to keep your child busy through the winter months? Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson 
County is offering a variety of 4-H programming that may be of interest to your child(ren).   
 

4-H Hiking Adventures is open to all Jefferson County youth ages 12 

to 16. The program will explore the area at 4-H Camp Wabasso in 
Redwood on snowshoes or on foot. The youth will develop knowledge in 
equipment footwear and care, ethical wilderness practices, map reading 
and interpretation, basic compass use and navigation, first aid and 
sanitation, meal consideration, and food preparation. The program will 
take place the first Saturday of each month at 4-H Camp Wabasso from 
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9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Snowshoes and hiking poles are provided; participants bring their own lunch, snacks, 
and water supply. The fee is $20 each Saturday or $100 for the whole year. Be sure to dress in appropriate 
clothing and footwear; insulated, waterproof boots are best. Dress in layers and it is best to avoid cotton. 
Polyester fleece is a good insulating mid-layer for it will retain heat and breathes. Outer layer should be a  
waterproof jacket and pants. To register or for more information please contact Karen Soule at 315-788-8450 
or register online at https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Hiking_222. 

 

4-H Loudspeaker Academy is open to all Jefferson County youth ages 

10-14. The program will be held on  February 1 and 15 and March 2, 16 
and 30, from 5:30-6:45 PM at the Extension office. There is no charge for 
the program. The academy focuses on public speaking, interviewing, and 
other communication techniques. The youth will develop an understanding 
and skills in a variety of presentation styles: demonstrations, illustrated 
talks, speeches, recitation, interviewing, and dramatic interpretation. 
Youth will design their own presentation and deliver it at the Jefferson 

County 4-H Pubic Presentations event on April 8, 2017, located at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson 
County. They may also have the opportunity to attend the 4-H district presentations on April 22, 2017, at 
Herman Dekalb School in St. Lawrence County. To register or for more information please contact Stephanie 
at 315-788-8450, ext. 251, or at sag58@cornell.edu. 
 

4-H Food Fun and Fitness program is open to all Jefferson County youth grades 

fourth through eighth. It will take place February 22 and 23 at Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Jefferson County. There is no charge for this program. It is an interactive 
fitness, nutrition, and health program. Youth will be provided information and learn 
about steps that inspire healthy choices and self-management skills that can last a 
lifetime. The program follows a wellness approach by encouraging youth to make 
healthy choices, not blaming, criticizing, or shaming! Youth will prepare their own 
snacks and lunch using the Up for Challenge, Kids in the Kitchen, 4-H Choose Healthy, and Food, Fun, and 
Fitness curriculum. To register or for more information please contact Karen Soule at 315-788-8450, ext. 269, 
or kes68@cornell.edu, or register at https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/FFF_222. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 
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