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Weeds To Watch For:  
Mulberry Weed, Hairy Crabweed (Fatoua villosa)
Andrew Senesac, Weed Science Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

Mulberry weed, or hairy crabweed, is an erect branch-
ing summer annual broadleaf member of the Morca-
ceae (Mulberry) Family . The leaves resemble the white 
mulberry: forming alternately on the stem and triangu-
lar with toothed or scalloped leaf margins . The stems 
are densely hairy at first. But as they mature, the stems 
become smooth and dark red. The flowers and seeds 
form in dense clusters in the axils of the leaves close 
to the stems . The stem has a ‘zigzag’ pattern of growth 
(see Figs. #1-2). Although a prolific seed producer, mul-
berry weed does not usually grow taller than 12 to 18 
inches . When it ripens, the small seed will be explo-
sively dehisced or be expelled from the clusters . Seed 
can be thrown up to four feet from the plant . Some of 
our most important and difficult to control nursery and 
landscape weeds, such as bittercress (Cardamine spp .) 
and yellow woodsorrel (Oxalis stricta), also have this 
ability to ‘shoot’ seeds away from the mother plant . 
This is a useful adaptation for a plant to spread seed 
and is greatly responsible for the ‘weediness’ of these 
species . Fatoua villosa, a native of eastern Asia, is a 
fairly recent arrival to the western hemisphere . It was 
only first reported in the United States in 1964. Since 
then it has spread and become weedy in much of the 
southeastern U .S . Recently mulberry weed has been 
seen in a few areas on Long Island in landscapes and a 
nursery . Because it has the potential to be invasive in 
natural areas as well as commercial sites, it is impor-

tant to scout for this weed in the fall and the spring . 
If mulberry weed is spotted, the best management 
at this point is to hand pull the weakly rooted plants 
and dispose of them in plastic bags so the seeds don’t 
spread . If it is pulled and left on the ground to die, the 
plant can still spread many viable seeds within the area .

Fatoua villosa is fairly susceptible to some of the com-
mon preemergent herbicides used in nurseries and 
landscapes, so an early intervention through scouting 
and removal can reasonably be expected to be a very 
useful management tool to keep this weed at bay . ●Mulberry weed leaf shape (Photo A. Senesac)

Mulberry weed mature plant (R) and seedling (L) (Photo A. 
Senesac)




