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Weed of Interest: Crowdipper–A New Invasive Weed 
Lurking In the Shadows.
Andrew Senesac, Weed Science Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

It seems like every week there is news 
of a new invasive weed getting ready 
to pounce on our fields, landscapes or 
turf . Despite that, I have learned that if 
we can prevent new infestations from 
getting more than a toehold on the 
land, then we have a chance at reason-
ably managing them . If you ignore that 
odd little plant that you never saw be-
fore this year, then you will be looking 
at many more of them in the years to 
come . 

In this case, Crowdipper (Pinellia terna-
ta) truly is an odd little plant . It is a geo-
phyte; arising in the spring from an un-
derground bulblike corm . The petioles 
and attached leaves are just about all 
there is to this plant . The larger corms 

also give rise to a sticklike inflorescence that looks vaguely like its rela-
tive the jack-in-the-pulpit . While the jack-in-the-pulpit is a valued wild-
flower and welcome guest, the Crowdipper is its obnoxious cousin 
who won’t go away .

Crowdipper, or Green Dragon as it is also called, has leaves with four 
distinct shapes . They range from roundish spearheads to larger trifo-
liate with three separate leaflets. The very distinctive bulbils (aerial 
tubers) that form a swollen looking mass half way up the petiole are 
one of the ways that this weed spreads . The bulbils will harden and 
eventually fall to the soil and remain dormant until next season . The 
corms are also enlarging and reproducing on the ends of creeping rhi-
zomes (underground stems). The flower head or spadix will become 
swollen with ripening seeds that disperse nearby . Altogether, these 
three dispersal mechanisms signal that this plant is well adapted to 
colonize and invade nearby areas . 

Crowdipper is native to East Asia where it is cultivated in some coun-
tries for its medicinal properties . The corms are poisonous, but have a 
variety of pharmaceutical uses when de-toxified. 

This weed has been found in a few locations in landscaped beds on 
Long Island and upstate New York recently . The reason that this plant 
is so worrisome is that once the corms are found in an area, it is nearly 
impossible to eradicate . Even removing leaves has not proven a deter-
rent to rapid regrowth. At this point, there are no herbicides specifi-
cally labeled to control this weed .

Distinctive leaf shapes of Crowdipper.
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and potato growers . This practice, along with the adapt-
N tool for nitrogen fertilizer sidedress recommenda-
tions in corn and using mustard cover crops to manage 
soil-borne plant pathogens, are new best management 
practices evaluated by Sandy that have addressed the 
groundwater contamination issue . 

Sandy’s extension activities include presentations at 
many conferences each year such as the Long Island 
Agricultural Forum and New York State Vegetable Expo . 
In 2014 she was the chair of the Long Island Ag Forum 
organizing committee . She also organizes the potato, 
vegetable and sustainable ag sessions at this annual 
event. Sandy organizes various grower meetings, field 
days and workshops throughout the year covering top-
ics such as Food Safety, Respirator Fit-test clinic, Soil 
Health, Cover Crops and Wildlife Management . She 
is editor and a major contributor to the weekly Long 
Island Fruit and Vegetable Update . She coordinates a 
pest management scouting program for vegetable and 
small fruit growers . Yes, Sandy also works with the 
small fruit growers dedicating some of her time to is-
sues impacting small fruits . In addition to these local 
outreach programs, Sandy has made presentations at 
many northeast conferences . 

Sandy’s office is at our main building on Griffing Ave., 
Riverhead . However, during the summer months you’ll 
often find her at the Long Island Horticultural Research 
and Extension Center on Sound Ave, Riverhead or on 
commercial vegetable farms . If you have a question on 
vegetable or small fruit production, she can be reached 
at 631-727-7850, ext 316 or emailed at <srm45@cor-
nell .edu> .

Support Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Suffolk County at 
“Jazz Under the Moonlight”
On September 17, 6 pm, join us and your friends for 
cocktails, appetizers, raw shellfish bar, local wine tast-
ings, jazz and a silent auction at the Baiting Hollow Golf 
Club for our annual fundraiser party to benefit Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County . Come early 
and play nine holes at this beautiful private course . Con-
tact Judi at 631-727-7850, ext . 372, for information . ●

We established a small preliminary trial in 2013 to in-
vestigate whether fall-applied herbicides registered for 
landscape or field nursery use would have any residual 
ability to control Crowdipper emergence in the spring . 
Our study examined the corm and foliar fresh weights 
9 months after the fall treatment . The results indicate 
that most of the herbicides tested were ineffective . 
However, two pre-emergence herbicides were excel-
lent: Casoron (field woody nursery use) and Marengo 
(field, container and landscape use, not commercially 
available on LI) . The postemergence herbicide Glypho-
sate was only effective at the higher rates tested . This 
study will be repeated and expanded to look at non-
chemical approaches as well . In the meantime, keep a 
sharp eye out for Crowdipper . ●
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