
Oak Wilt Pops Up Again in NY

    By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Oak wilt, a devastating fungal disease, was detected in Canandaigua in October. 
Once a tree is infected there is no cure or control. This disease spreads quickly 
and can kill a mature oak tree in one season. 
 
Oak wilt was first identified in Wisconsin in 1944 and its source is unknown. It has 
been a problem in the mid-west, middle Atlantic and Texas. In New York it was 
found near Schenectady in 2008 and again in 2013. Infected trees and any adjacent 
oaks are immediately removed to prevent spread. 
 
Oak wilt is similar to Dutch elm disease in that it plugs the water conducting vessels 
in the host tree, leading to gradual, or complete and sudden death. All species of 
oak are susceptible to oak wilt. Oaks in the white oak group (oak leaves with 
rounded lobes) seem to be able to live with the disease for a few years and die 
slowly. Trees in the red oak group (the leaves have pointed lobes) succumb much 
more quickly, sometimes within one growing season. 
 
Oak wilt is spread by insects that can carry the spores or by root grafts between trees. Symptoms include 
wilting in June or July and browning of the edges of leaves (marginal scorch). Drought conditions will also 
cause leaf scorch and because of last season’s lack of rain many trees exhibited marginal scorching. 
Symptoms need to be evaluated on a case by case basis. 
 
If you have oak trees on your property: 

1. Keep an eye out for any symptoms. If you are suspicious contact 
your local Cooperative Extension office for an evaluation and 
possible free pathology testing. Be especially wary of oaks that die 
between July and August. 

2. Do not prune oak trees April 15 through July 15 unless they pose a 
hazard.  During this period insects that can spread the disease are 
active. 

3. If it is necessary to prune immediately cover all wounds (including 
any injuries that expose fresh wood) with pruning paint. 

4. Consider having your trees treated with a preventative trunk 
injection. This must be done by a certified arborist every two to 
three years. Trunk injections will not cure a tree that is already 
infected. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County  

and Jefferson County, NY 4H  
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