
Why did S. Claus choose reindeer instead of cows or horses to pull his sleigh? 
 
The natural environment of the reindeer is the Arctic plain or tundra, which is covered in a 
blanket of snow throughout the harsh, freezing cold winter just like here. Reindeer are not 
affected by snow, wind or cold because they are covered by a long, thick coat of buoyant hair. 
Cows and horses need barns to stay warm in. 
 
Another reason cows and horses wouldn’t work as well is their size. The modern dairy cow or 
horse weighs well over a half a ton. They are also tall and can be 60 inches at the shoulder. 
Reindeer weigh between 300-400 pounds and are only 45 inches tall. 
 
Reindeer are also very low-maintenance animals. They do very well in areas that have cold 
winters and/or marginal land. They eat foods that cows and horses don’t. This includes forages 
such as 62 species of lichen and 282 kinds of seed plants native to the North Pole. Regular cow 
hay can be supplemented if needed.  
 
Reindeer and cows do have three things in common besides both being ruminants (4 stomach 
compartments.) They are hardworking, friendly, and have a positive attitude. 
 
There are other special adaptations that reindeer have that give them the advantage over cows 
and horses – their feet. In the Northern Hemisphere (where we live) in the winter, the pads of 
their hooves shrink and tighten, exposing the rim of the hoof, which cuts into the ice and 
crusted snow to keep it from slipping off your roof. In the Southern Hemisphere (Australia or 
Brazil) it is summer, when the roofs are soft and wet, the footpads become sponge-like and 
provide extra traction.  
 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed reindeer only came to the job in 1939 but recent research from the 
University College in London confirmed that reindeer are thought to be the only mammals that 
can see ultraviolet light. It is thought that this ability helps them see on Christmas Eve nights as 
they deliver Santa and presents around the world. Santa has to cross many international 
boundaries – reindeer are relatively disease-free and that means Santa can cross international 
boundaries without restriction.  
 
Reindeer have many advantages over other domesticated livestock to make them the perfect 
choice for pulling Santa Claus’s sleigh.  
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