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The whole County comes together as a family at the Wyoming County Fair. (Photo by Emily Vandenbosch)

Now What?
By Emily Vandenbosch, Wyoming County 4-H 
Teen Press Corps Editor

The Wyoming County Fair is over. Booths 
packed up, stalls cleaned out, crowds 
dispersed, doors closed – the bitter sweet 
end to one of the most thrilling weeks 
in many people’s lives often begs the 
question, “Now what?”.

With the excitement of fair week quickly 
fading, it is sometimes difficult to match 
the hype of the past few days. Thankfully, 
however, this is not the end to 4-H fun; in 
fact, it is just the beginning. Next up on 
the list is the NYS Fair starting in less than 
a week. Several devoted 4-H members have 
earned the privilege to have their work and 
animals exhibited at the State Fair held in 
Syracuse.
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The fair that will last nearly three weeks is one of the last major 
events of the 4-H year which runs from October 1st to September 
30th.  However, Wyoming County has a very special way to end the 
year – 4-H Fun Night on September 27th held at Camp Wyomoco. 
The yearly event is filled with excitement and entertainment 
for all 4-H leaders and members. Throughout the year there are 
plenty of other ways to stay involved- International food night, 
Public Presentation competitions, camp, club meetings, animal 
shows, etc.. 4-H’ers know that the fun doesn’t have to end this 
week.

If you have had a fantastic time at the fair this week, but haven’t 
joined 4-H, talk to Jessica Nickerson via e-mail or telephone. 
Check out the website, listed on the back of The Show Times, 
for full details and sign up today. Jessica and the other 4-H staff 
will be happy to connect you with a local club based on you 
interests.

As you have seen this past week, 4-H is an awesome opportunity to 
meet new people, get involved, and learn about the community. 
If you are not already a member, sign up today. 
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From Alton Rudgers, Wyoming County 
4-H Member

For about 15 years, I have been coming 
to Pike Fair to show my animals and 
it’s always been exciting.

I love the competitive feeling you get 
in the pit of your stomach when you 
go into the ring on Showmanship day. I 
will never forget the day I won Grand 
Champion, it was definitely one of the 
best fair experiences I’ve ever had. 

However, what makes Pike Fair so special to me is 
how personable everyone is here. The fair is all about 
the people and the animals, and it almost makes it 
seem like one big family. I will remember, forever, my 
experiences at the Wyoming County Fair.

From Oliver Ewell, Wyoming County 4-H Member

Each year when the time comes for the Wyoming 
County Fair, I ready myself for a week filled with fun.

Why do I show, you might ask? Well, the obvious 
answer is that I love winning and, though that is true, 
what I really love is coming every year and seeing 
friends that I haven’t seen all year. Staying in the 
dorms was probably my favorite memory because we 
could enjoy ourselves while still working with our 
animals.

Although this is my last year showing, I won’t forget 
anything I did here at fair. Thank you for the wonderful 
experiences.

Why I Love the Fair
By Becca Stroud, Wyoming County 4-H Youth Member

I love the fair because I have a lot of fun and I 
enjoy showing cows every year and counting down 
the days to fair.  The best part of fair is hanging out 
with my friends and family.  I love to go out with my 
grandparents and family and sisters.  Fair brings back 
memories.  It’s been great coming to the fair and I 
hope I can come back next year.

The 46th Annual Meat Animal Auction was a huge 
success - A huge thank you to all of the businesses and 

families who bought the 4-H’ers projects!
(Photo by Katie Sondericker)

The 4-H Holstein & Colored Breeds show took place on 
Thursday and was a lot of fun for the 4-H’ers. Great 
job to all who participated! (Photo by Adele Schenk)
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Your Cup of “T”
One Week That Means So Much
By Tanya Nickerson, Wyoming County 4-H Educator

It’s truly amazing how one week can mean so much. 
The Wyoming County fair may only be one week long, 
but wow can that week make a big impact.

In my 28 years, I have had 19 fair weeks; my first 
when I was 8 years 
old. As a 4-H’er I 
lived all year for 
the fair and now, as 
an adult, I work all 
year for the same.

When I look back 
on my fair weeks, 
I remember each 
for a very special 
reason. There was 
the fair that I met 
my best friend and 
the fair that I won 
grand champion 
Holstein. There was 
the fair that I didn’t 
win anything and 
cried in the car on 
the way home and also the week that ended with 
me leaving for college. More recently, there was my 
first fair week as a 4-H Educator where I only had to 
break up one dairy-beef wash rack fight. Finally this 
fair week is the one I will remember as the year I 
took a selfie with the New York state commissioner 
of Agriculture, the one where we started The Show 
Times, and the one where 4-H’ers filled my heart 
with so much happiness.

This one week takes so much time to prepare for but 
it is so worth it to watch 4-H’ers grow and learn, sell 
their meat animal projects and have success in the 
show ring. It’s amazing all of the great things that can 
happen in one week. Thanks to all of you for making 
this week one that I will always remember.

Dog Obedience Show
The Tricks of the Trade
By Brooke Tillinghast, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

My name is Brooke and I have been a participant in 
the Wyoming County 4-H Dog Obedience Program for 
5 years. I show two dogs, Tibby and Bella and we train 
at the Arcade Dog Obedience training site, instructed 
by Mindy Holland.

At obedience classes 
we learn how to 
control and teach 
our dogs obedience 
commands such as 
sit, stand, heel, and 
stay. You have to 
put in a lot of hard 
work and dedication 
when working with 
dogs, and it can be 
very stressful when 
working with them 
and they don’t 
listen. However, at 
those times, you 
have to remember 
that they are 
animals and that 

they can become stressed just as we do.

This year’s obedience show turned out well, complete 
with perfect weather and great participation. All of 
the 4-H’ers present performed to the best of their 
abilities.

Being an advanced student, I participate in many 
parts of the Obedience Show. This includes both 
long sit and long down out of sight, drop on recall, 
on and off leash heeling, figure eight and stand for 
examination. Each of these commands take lots of 
practice to complete successfully.

The long wait before the judges announce the placing 
is both nerve-racking and exciting. However, as they 
go through the names you get closer to the trophy. 
As you’re holding that ribbon and trophy you realize 
all the hard work and dedication has paid off. I am 
glad that I am a participant of the Dog Obedience 
Program.

Brooke Tillinghast shows her dog at the Dog Obedience
Show held Saturday. (Photo by Gabby Barber)
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The Wyoming County 4-H Youth Development Program 
is pleased to present “The Show Times,” a publication 
developed by 4-H’ers with the goal of informing the 
public about the 4-H Program in Wyoming County.

Content for “The Show Times” 
is generated entirely by 4-H 
Youth. You can read more 
articles online at “The Show 
Times” website listed below.

Read online at ccewyoming.com/showtimes

Wyoming County Board of 
Supervisors Meet at the Fair
By Kailey Lavery, Wyoming County 4-H Member

On Tuesday I got the chance to sit and watch the 
Wyoming County Board of Supervisors meeting. The 
meeting began with a veteran leading the pledge 
and the introduction of some special guests. Some 
of these guests were influential members of the Ag 
Community including Senator Patrick Gallivan and 
New York State Commissioner of Agriculture, Richard 
Ball. Warsaw resident, Hailey Cook sang the national 
anthem. 

Senator Gallivan spoke about Wyoming County and 
presented awards for several of Wyoming County’s 
citizens. One of the award recipients was Allison 
Herrick who was recognized for her achievement in 
public speaking with the National Holstein Association. 

The Supervisors continued their meeting, covering a 
wide variety of topics. Afterward, as part of the press 
corps, I was able to ask both Senator Gallivan and the 
Commissioner of Agriculture questions about 4-H and 
their jobs. It was a pretty cool experience for me.

Fair goers listen to the County Board of Supervisors 
as they hold their monthly meeting in the 4-H Youth 

Building. (Photo by Jade Ellis)

Guernsey
Holstein
Hogs
Goats
Sheep
Leading
Pigs

Fair Word Search
Created by Hailee Milligan, Wyoming County 4-H Member

Word Bank
Wyoming 
Shovel
Ribbons
Youth
Tanya
Cows
Barn

Horses
Food
Fair
Cattle
Arena
Clippers
Straw

Hay
Farm
Showman
Beef

Survey Says
Survey Conducted by 
Emily Richards & 
Chloe Raiber

Everyone loves fair 
food - but we 
wanted to find out
what eveyone’s
favorite fair food is.
Here’s what we found:


