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Upcoming Events 

Winter Shop Meeting 
Wednesday Feb. 17th 12-2:00pm  

at Collins Knoll Farm, L.L.C  

9499 Elm Street in Chadwicks.  

Free to attend, light lunch to be served.  

Please RSVP—736-3394 ext 132 

Farm Family Estate Planning:  

It’s All About Family! 

February 18, 2016, from 7-9 pm 

Attend a Free Workshop At CCE Oneida County 

How to Protect Your “Stuff” in 3 Easy Steps 

by David Zumpano, CPA/Esq. 

for the Estate Planning Law Center 

Call Bonnie at 736-3394 x104 to register for this class 

Annie’s Project level 2 

“Managing for Today and Tomorrow”  

will be offered at CCE Oneida County beginning on  

March 2nd and running 5 consecutive Wednesdays from 5:30 to 9pm 

To register by Feb 29th or for additional information  

please call Bonnie at 736-3394 ext 104 OR bsc33@cornell.edu 

This course will also be offered at  

several locations across NY state this Winter.  

 For more information on other dates and locations visit 

Www. cceoneida.com/agriculture/anniesproject  

If you are interested in attending in Madison County the classes will 

run for 5 consecutive Thursdays  beginning on Feb 4th.   

Please register by Feb 2nd. 

call Katherine at 684-3001 x 100 

Malting barley workshop 
Feb 1, 2016  11am to 2pm 

CCE Oneida County, 121 Second Street, Oriskany, NY 13424 

Lunch sponsored by Sunoco 

Agenda: 

Mark Sorrels review of his malting barley variety trial results via webex 

Kevin Ganoe will talk about production of malting barley 

Kevin Ganoe and John Brouillette will build a crop budget 

Erin Tones from Sunoco will explain their malting operation 

Q/A session 



                   Winter Dairy Management 

                  Friday, March 4th 

Join us from 10 to 3 for a discussion at CCE Madison County on  

Transition Cow Management brought to you through Pro-Dairy Hear 

from speakers from throughout the state at CCE Madison County in 

Morrisville. Cost is $25 before Feb 26th or $30 after.  

For more information contact Katherine  

at Madison County CCE 684-3001 ext 100 

Ag Literacy Week 

March 14th – March 18th  

We are looking for Volunteers  

to Read 

“The Apple Orchard Riddle” 

To Oneida County 2nd & 3rd  

grade students 

Please call Michelle at  

736-3394 ext 122 or 

Email -  mks267@cornell.edu 

 

Bee Keeper classes 

Beginner BeeKeeper Class Saturday March 5 from 9am to 5pm 

Advanced BeeKeeper Class Saturday April 23 from 9am to 5pm 

Please go to www.midyorkbeekeepers.weebly.com  

for more details and information on how to register for  

either of these classes or call Jimmy Morawiec at 368-4732 

Dairy Promotion Update: 

Dairy Princess Banquet will be held  

Sunday, April 10th at Harts Hill Inn 

Cowtails at 1:30 pm and dinner at 2:00 pm.  
Diary Princess and Court Applications are due by April 1st,  

please send them to Mary Jane Burkert,  

7795 Sally Rd, Waterville, NY  13480 

Dairy Farmer of the Year, Ag Business and  

Silver Cow Award nominations can be sent to Deb Finn,  

9195 Jones Rd, Holland Patent, NY  13354 

http://www.midyorkbeekeepers.weebly.com


Upcoming Crop Meetings 
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Carovail Field Crop Meeting 

February 12th   9am to 4pm 

American Legion in Cazenovia 

Pre-register at 841-3201 

NYSDEC credits available 

T&P Sales Field Crop Meeting 

March 1st 2016     10:30am-2:30pm 

Verona Fire Hall, Verona, NY 

Pre-register: call 829-8000 

$10 to attend and lunch is included 

NYSDEC credits available 

Madison County Crop Congress 

Wednesday, March 16th 2016 10 to 3:30  

Empire Tractor, 2893 Rte. 20, Cazenovia 

Registration begins at 9 Lunch provided by Empire Tractor 

Pre-register by calling 315-655-8146 by  March 11th 

NYSDEC credits & CCA credits will be available 

T&P Sales Workshop 

Vegetable, Fruit & Hops 

April 5th 2016 

Time and location TBD 

Please call 829-8000 for  

meeting time, location and to register 

NYSDEC credits will be available 

FS Growmark Field Crop Meetings 

Feb 2 & 3 

Please call 841-8886 to register and information on the  

 location and time. 

NYSDEC credits will be available 



El Nino Weather Pattern effecting Maple Syrup Production 

By Remi Link 
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 Many maple producers have been wondering how this warm 

weather we have been experiencing this winter is going to effect the 

2016 maple syrup crop. According to a December 2015 report by the 

National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the El Nino 

weather pattern that we have been experiencing has an 80 percent 

chance of lasting into early spring of 2016. For the northeast, it means 

that we should expect warmer than average temperatures this winter. 

What does that mean for maple producers? 

 All living trees have buds during their dormant period. Unlike 

ornamental species that may swell during warm weather, sugar/hard 

maples require a deep level of dormancy before they break bud. They 

are well adapted to cold weather and our local conditions. In order to 

break dormancy, they need a certain amount of cold weather, an 

increase in the length of daylight and warming temperatures. It is more 

important to have favorable weather conditions and available moisture 

in the ground during the maple season than what occurs before. 

Available moisture can come from snow melt or rain in early spring, 

however, a deep frost can effect sap flow at the beginning of the 

season. Favorable weather conditions for maple syrup production are 

basically when the temperatures fluctuate above and below freezing 

causing the sap to flow. When temperatures rise above freezing, 

pressure forces the sap out through a tap hole or wound. When 

temperatures fall below freezing, a suction develops drawing water 

from the ground replenishing the sap. These pressures are caused by 

the contraction of carbon dioxide that are present within a cell wall and 

carbon dioxide that is dissolved in the sap between the cells. It is also 

believed that osmotic pressure affects the sap flow during this period. 

 Since we have no control over the weather, we can prepare for 

an early or unpredictable start of the maple season by inspecting our 

equipment and being ready to begin when those conditions are 

favorable. Being prepared can increase your success.  

For more information, contact Remi Link at 315-736-3394 ext. 111 or 

rl368@cornell.edu .  

No Health Insurance? High Deductible?   
If you are 40 years old or older, 

The Cancer Services Program may be able to help you get screenings for, 

breast cervical or colon cancer.  Call 798-5248 for more information. 

Contact Information for Local Agency’s that support Agriculture 
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 
Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 

mailto:rl368@cornell.edu


Energy on the Farm:  Let’s talk Vacuum Pumps 
By Mary Wrege 

 Using energy on the farm costs big money, but using energy 

efficiently can save money.  An energy audit records and analyzes 

energy use and recommends actions to reduce energy usage and/or 

increase production.  Making informed electrical energy decisions and 

implementing cost-effective energy efficiency strategies could help 

reduce a farm’s energy consumption and costs by 15, 20, 30, even 35% 

or more.  Energy evaluations, whether baseline or follow-up are useful 

as a starting or measurement point.  They are simple to accomplish and 

the evaluator will do an on-site visit to collect energy end-use data.  

This would include: 

 Farmer insight, needs, and information of the operation 

 Electric and gas/propane bills (often 12 months) to determine usage 

history 

 Lighting (wattage, number and type of lights) 

 Ventilation (fan make, model, and speed) 

 Insulation (where and how much) 

 Motors (HP, make, and model) 

 Heating (equipment type, make, and model) 

 Interest in renewable energy opportunities 

According to the New York State Energy Research and Development 

Authority (NYSERDA) published 2003 Dairy Farm Energy Audit 

Summary, the following categories were identified for NY dairies in 

energy consumption: 

  Vacuum Pumps  17% 

 Milk Cooling   25% 

 Lighting   24% 

 Ventilation   22% 

 Manure Handling       4% 

 Electric Water Heating    4% 

 Feeding Equipment      3% 

 Misc.        1% 

 

VACUUM PUMPS 

 Vacuum Pumps are a primary energy user and the centerpiece to 

a milking system.  The vacuum pump operates whenever the milking or 

washing the milking equipment takes place, and on some modern, large 

dairies, this can be 24 hours a day, seven days a week.   

 New York State sponsored a Variable Speed Drive Farm Program 

that ran from 1999 to 2003.   NYSERDA was the entity that served as 

the funding source for this program statewide.  572 dairy producers 

across the state participated in the program, installing and receiving 

rebates for milking vacuum pump variable speed drives.  The program 

saved 10 million kWh, 2.92 tons of NOx emissions, and delivered $1.2 

million first-year energy savings to participants. 

 



There are different types of vacuum pumps, but when considering 

switching out your old one to purchase a new one, consider: 

1) Efficiency.   Choose one that has the highest relative efficiency, 

and that can be driven by a variable frequency drive.  Do not 

oversize the vacuum pump.  You lose on efficiency when it is 

oversized. 

2)  Use a variable frequency drive for the vacuum pump.   

 Advantages include: 

*Save energy and dollars.  The system can have a payback of less   

 than two years.  The savings depend on the number of hours 

 the vacuum pump operates per day and the amount the vacuum 

 pump is oversized. 

*Noise is reduced. 

*Vacuum pump lasts longer. 

*Stable vacuum. 

NYSERDA certified flex-tech consultants are able to inform producers of 

existing and available incentives, rebates and current programs. 

For more information log onto NYSERDA’s website at:  

http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Business-and-Industry/Agriculture 

Governor proposes new labeling program for NY food products 
Submitted by Jim Manning 

Included in Governor Cuomo's January 2016 State of the State speech 

was a proposal to create a new, voluntary, labeling program for food 

producers in New York State who commit to certain quality 

standards.  The governor described the program as designed to address 

confusion in the market about poorly defined labels such as "all-

natural", and to highlight the quality and safety of New York food 

products.   He tasked the state Departments of Health and Agriculture 

to establish standards defining the buzz words found on food labels and 

to conduct inspections at farms to certify those standards are being 

met. New York food producers who voluntarily participate in the 

program and meet the new standards will be permitted to add a "New 

York State Certified High Quality" seal on their food labels, the 

governor said. The governor's proposed 2016-17 state budget includes 

$2 million to help producers meet the new standards, which have yet to 

be established.  While the governor emphasized that the new labeling 

program would help the state promote New York products nationwide, 

there may also be benefits in developing export opportunities for NY 

products. For more information: http://tinyurl.com/jtn8taf 
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The right insurance coverage for your farm assets 
    By Jim Manning 

 In a recent conversation, a local insurance provider who deals 

with a lot of farms confirmed the importance of (1) understanding how 

values are calculated for insured properties, and (2) making sure that 

your policy reflects what you would want to happen in the case of a 

significant loss.  The following article adapted from Penn State 

Extension, explains some of the terminology and highlights important 

considerations. 

 

Insurance Covering Property 

 Most people are familiar with insurance covering personal 

property. This same type of insurance also may be used to cover the 

property of your farm operation. Some of the basic covered losses may 

include, but are not limited to, fire/lightning, theft, vandalism, and 

wind/hail. Most policies will cover anything that is not specifically 

excluded in the policy. Be sure to consult your insurance agent and 

carefully read your policy. 

 There are three basic ways of calculating the value of something 

that has been lost or damaged due to insurable losses. These are actual 

cash value (ACV), replacement cost value (RCV), and functional 

replacement cost (FRC). Your policy may use any one or a combination 

of these to value the cost of the item damaged. 

 ACV is the cost to replace the item, less accumulated 

depreciation. For example, if a tractor that originally cost $50,000 is 

lost in a fire, the value of the tractor will be $50,000 minus whatever 

depreciation is attributed to the tractor. If the accumulated depreciation 

for the tractor is $20,000, the insurance payment will be $30,000. The 

depreciation used in this calculation does not necessarily match the 

depreciation used for tax purposes. 

 RCV is the amount needed to repair or replace the damaged 

item. For example, if a building damaged by fire or wind is repairable, 

the value received will be the cost of the repairs to that building. If the 

building is a total loss, the value received will be the cost to replace the 

building up to policy limits. The value will be for a building of the same 

construction and size. 

 FRC is the similar to RCV in that the item will be repaired or 

replaced with similar kinds and quality materials. FRC is designed to 

protect property that is somewhat obsolete, but still usable. However, if 

it was damaged or destroyed, you would not want to rebuild an 

obsolete building. FRC coverage assigns a “value” to the obsolete 

building’s usability and applies that value to a new structure that is 

functional.  For example, a “bank barn” on a fruit farm has limitations. 

FRC would provide a “pole building” as a replacement. Fruit farmers 

cannot store bulk bins in the loft and the lower level may have ceilings  
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too low to store equipment, so they might only use 25 percent of the 

structure. In this case a $50,000 pole building would provide more 

usable space than a $150,000 to $200,000 bank barn. 

 Damage to buildings, structures, and dwellings are covered 

under the property section of insurance policies. Many companies will 

have different coverages for different types of buildings. Structural 

makeup and/or condition will determine which type of coverage the 

company will allow. The company may also elect not to insure a 

structure if they determine that the structure is not in adequate 

condition. The insured may also elect not to insure a specific structure 

if the structure is not worth replacing if damaged. 

 Barns, nonattached buildings, and other structures will be 

covered under their own section of the policy. This section may include 

silos, portable buildings, and pens. Traditionally, pasture fences are not 

covered under your policy. Extensions or additions under this section 

cover private power and light poles, water damage caused by 

plumbing, heating, air conditioning, or fire protection. 

 Dwellings and any structures attached to the dwelling may be 

considered as a type of structure. Dwellings should be insured for from 

80 to 100 percent of their value. The items contained in the dwelling 

are traditionally covered under the household property section of the 

policy and these items are usually valued at ACV. Policies usually 

specify the value limits of personal property. Additional coverages are 

available and will be listed in the policy. These may include credit card 

theft, water damage, and tree removal. 

 The insurance company will ask you to list all property including 

machinery, any crop or supplies inventory, and livestock or poultry. 

This list is considered the “schedule.” When a policy refers to 

“scheduled property,” the items on this list are what are being 

referenced. Unscheduled property that is still covered under the policy 

may include items such as fertilizer, pesticides, and grain stored off of 

the insured’s property. If you purchase a piece of equipment or 

machinery, companies may automatically insure that item for a 

specified period. It is recommended that any new purchases be 

included on your schedule as soon as possible. This may be 

accomplished with a telephone call to your sales person or agent. 

 There are coverage extensions or additions that may cover 

property such as grain being transported by a common carrier or not 

being transported by the owner. Miscellaneous equipment and small 

equipment such as shovels and tools will be covered under this section 

of the policy. Blanket coverages may be available to cover any farm 

property owned by the insured. 

For the original article, and more on insurance go to: http://

tinyurl.com/psuinsurance 



Highlights from Calf Health Program 
By: Marylynn Collins 

 In January we welcomed Dr. Rachel Fraser with Leatherstocking 
Veterinary Services who generously donated her time and talents to 

instruct both beef and dairy producers on the importance of getting 
newborn calves off to the best start.  Weather raising replacements, 
growing your herd size, or striving to improve the genetic pool, raising 
calves is without a doubt a major investment on our farms.  

Pneumonia and scours are two of the main reasons producers 
experience death loss in their herds.  Losses due to morbidity and 
mortality can easily be reduced thru careful planning and following 
strict procedures on every calf. 

 Dr. Fraser addressed the fact that calves entering this green 
earth don’t always have it easy and being born is hard on them.  Right 
from the start they are forced to adapt to life outside the dam’s uterus.  
How quickly they adapt to their new environment will set the stage for 

their success or failure on your farm.  There are steps we can take as 
producers to facilitate and ensure every calf gets off to a great start. 
Ideally, the calf is born in a clean and dry environment, but any of us 
raising livestock know that this is not always the case.  Do your best to 

provide that ideal calving environment; out of the elements, easy to 
clean and bed (if it’s a hassle to clean- it won’t get done), room 
enough for mom to get comfortable.  Once a calf hits the ground be 

prepared to dip its’ navel in iodine.  The wet navel of a newborn acts 
as a welcome mat for all the pathogens in the calf’s environment.  
Completely saturate the navel with a 7% tincture of iodine product if 
available to you.  Iodine products used for dipping teats during or after 

milking is not the proper strength needed for drying a wet navel.  Look 
for a product with alcohol in it to dry the navel quickly while destroying 
germs.   
 A program on calf health wouldn’t be complete without the 

mention of the importance of colostrum.  Whether you’re defrosting 
stored colostrum, mixing replacement products, or milking every fresh 
cow minutes after she’s calved, the key to a calf’s success is to get the 
colostrum into the calf as soon as possible.  Dr. Fraser recommends 2 

quarts of clean, high quality colostrum immediately, then another 2 
quarts 12 hours later.  The timeliness of feeding colostrum has to do 
with the calf’s ability to absorb the IgGs found in the colostrum.  After 

approximately 12 hours the ability of the receptors in the calf’s gut to 
absorb the immune building blocks is reduced by half.  After 24 hours 
has passed without a quality colostrum source, the likelihood of that 
calf developing a strong immune system is dismal. Be prepared, 

consider freezing quality colostrum in zip lock bags.  They will keep in 
a freezer for up to one year and can be thawed quickly in a pail of 
warm water. 
 With winter finally arriving in Oneida County, we spent some 

time discussing the importance of warming a new born calf.   



Some producers may have the means to place a wet calf in a warming 
hut or under a heat lamp.  If you decide to use a warming hut, 
purchased or home-made, be sure to ventilate it so the calf can still 
get fresh air. Additionally, using bath towels to dry the calf off will 
speed the warming process as well as stimulate the calf.  
 A significant portion of the afternoon was spent discussing the 
various causes of scours.  I’ll address them individually in next 
month’s issue, but wanted to include the following chart to serve as 
an aid in diagnosing calf scours on your farm. 
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 Who needs a transition plan? Surviving spouse, according to an 

AARP, 2001 Widowed Persons by Gender study, it found that 80.3% are 

female and 19.7% are male. So statically speaking a surviving spouse 

typically will be the wife. This becomes important due to the fact that 

these windowed females are three to four times more likely to be below 

the poverty line, and are the first to become the victim of poor estate 

planning. 

 If they do not have the liquid assets to pay for medical expenses, 

estate tax obligation, or continued living expense they may need to sell 

off assets, which lowers the asset basis, which could lead to a poverty 

situation. 

 Who needs a transition plan? Young farm families, just starting out, 

as this is the time they are accumulating assets and debt could be 

high. If a family member passes then how do they pay down the 

debt, and close the gap on lost wages without liquidating farm 

assets?  

 Who needs a transition plan?  Farm families just starting to be self-

sustaining and the need for off-farm income is not required. If a 

family member passes without a plan they may be force to sell 

assets, making the farm not viable to sustain its self. 

 Who needs a transition plan? Farms with limited asset liquidity, 85% 

of farm assets are in long-term assets, and 76% of the long-term 

assets are in land.  Land is not very liquid, meaning it can not be 

turned into cash quickly. Therefore, without a transition plan to meet 

current obligations, the farm is vulnerable to extinction.  

 Who needs a transition plan? Complex families, with the many 

diverse members, opinions, attitudes and outlooks will complicate 

matters without a transition plan. 

 Who needs a transition plan? Everyone, if you care what passes from 

you to the next generation. You can access the full presentation at 

the link below.  

 If you care what passes to the next generation, come listen to a 

local attorney on Estate Planning on February 18th, from 7-9 pm at the 

Oneida County extension office. Then learn with other female farmers on 

how to successfully transfer the farm, with Annie’s Project: Transition 

Planning, beginning March 2. 

For more information, on either program; contact Bonnie Collins at 

bsc33@cornell.edu, or call 315/736.3394 ext.104. 
Resources: 
Dr. Shannon Ferrell, Oklahoma associate professor of agricultural economics, 
Department of Agricultural Economics, Oklahoma State University, https://
vimeo.com/130266603  

Who Needs a Transition Plan? 
Submitted by Bonnie Collins 

from a presentation from Dr. Shannon Ferrell, 

Oklahoma associate professor of agricultural economics 

mailto:bsc33@cornell.edu
https://vimeo.com/130266603
https://vimeo.com/130266603


Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Cover Crops 

The erratic and extreme weather that we have been experiencing in the 

past 4 years has grabbed the attention of local growers. Most growers 

have experienced some losses due to the extreme weather. Some 

growers may have seen significant erosion in fields especially in 2013. 

More local growers are planting cover crops than ever before. Still there 

are barriers to adopting this practice as seen in the survey results below 

of growers that have planted cover crops. 

 The most significant challenge reported by farmers who plant 

cover crops is establishment and mainly the focus of planting a cover 

after harvest. Many grain producers struggle to plant a cover after late 

harvests of soybeans or corn. Local dairy producers focus on harvesting 

corn silage at the optimal moisture content for fermentation and they 

should! Then many of them with manure storage focus on emptying 

their storage. Unfortunately that means delaying any action on cover 

cropping.  

 Those producers who are planting corn for silage harvest 

September to early October have more choices for cover crops. Triticale 

will provide a good cover if planted early to mid-September and may be 

harvested as a quality forage in mid to late May the following season 

providing all of the benefits of a cover crop and 1-1.5 tons of dry matter 

forage to help pay back the expense of cover cropping. Growers have to 

take into account that harvest of triticale may delay corn planting. 

 Triticale is not suitable for later plantings. 

Bin run wheat seed is probably the cheapest seed to purchase for cover 

cropping locally. Growers have to be careful when buying bin run seed 

to make sure it has been handled properly to ensure good germination. 

Wheat can be planted successfully from September through the first 

week of October in most years. Remember what you want is significant 

ground coverage by the cover crop to help intercept raindrops and a 

decent root system to hold your soil in place.  

Cover crop challenges 



 Sometimes we have favorable conditions in October and 

November for cover crop establishment but, there is no guarantee. Grain 

growers are limited in choices with winter rye being the only crop with a 

shot at reasonable establishment that late in the season.  

 Stop and think about the amount of time the soil in your fields is 

exposed to raindrop dislocation and erosion. Take as an example corn for 

silage. Generally most acreage is harvested  from mid-September to 

early October with very little crop residue. These fields are open until 

canopy closure during the following season which is usually in late June. 

So that period is 8-9months of the year. The open period is about a 

month less in soybeans and corn for grain and there is more crop residue 

to help prevent erosion but still is more than half of the year. 

 So back to the major challenge for cover cropping being 

establishment. In grain producing fields its late harvest and in corn silage 

fields its competition with other tasks like manure spreading. This is one 

of the driving factors pushing growers and researchers to look at 

interseeding .  Interseeding is defined as planting a cover crop into an 

established row crop. 

 We invited Chris Pelzer to the Oneida county Crop Congress to 

talk about the work that he and Matt Ryan are doing in interseeding at 

Cornell.  In one of their recent research projects they were evaluating 

some different species for interseeding into corn. These are the 

treatments they included in the study:  

   Treatments 

1. Control: no cover crop     

2. KB Royal: Annual ryegrass (20 lb/a)   

3. Legumes: Red clover (10 lb/a) + crimson clover (20 lb/a) + 

hairy vetch (15 lb/a)  

4. Grass Legumes: KB Royal (10 lb/a) + red clover (5 lb/a) + 

crimson clover (10 lb/a) + hairy vetch (7.5 lb/a)  

5. Radish: Tillage radish (5 lb/a) 

6. Rootmax: Annual ryegrass (20 lb/a)   

This is the implement that they 

used for interseeding. It has the 

capability to drill the seed, apply  

sidedress N and  apply an  

herbicide in one pass. 
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This is what the interseeded 

crop looked like on  

August 14, 2013 at the 

Musgrave farm in Aurora. 

This is what the cover 

looked like in a farm trial  

in central NY on  

September 23, 2013. 

The graph to the left  

summarizing the trial results 

shows that yield was not  

impacted by the interseeding, 

that weed biomass was greatly 

reduced and that KB royal  

produced the most biomass of 

the species tested in that year. 

 

 

 

Chris also talked about the  

species performance in both fall 

and spring establishment as 

seen in this graph 

For a full color version please go 
to our website 
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture 



In his closing remarks he talked about the benefits and cited 

 That interseeding helps avoid the problems associated with trying to 

drill seed into a heavy corn residue 

 It allows for early establishment of legumes which increases N 

fixation and allows grasses to scavenge more of the excess N 

 Interseeding may provide an opportunity for livestock grazing 

 With an interseeding unit like the one they used multiple field 

operations can be accomplished in one pass, but it requires higher 

level of management 

 

He also discussed some drawbacks 

  the interseeded crop can be out competed by early corn canopy 

closure 

  there is considerable damage to the headlands 

  growers have fewer choices in the selection of herbicides when 

interseeding 

  interseeded crops may increase the  #s of invertebrate pests like 

slugs 

 cost of specialized equipment used in interseeding 

  

 We did some local studies in Vernon at Warny Luenberger’s Farm 

during 3 consecutive years in the early 90s with Jane MtPleasant and 

Bob Burt from Cornell. A broadcast seeder was attached to a cultivator 

and the covercrop was sown at layby time when the corn was about 2ft 

tall. Three seed mixtures were used, red clover, ryegrass, and a 

mixture of ryegrass and red clover. There was a marginal cover in the 

first season, great cover in the second season and an adequate cover in 

the third season. Warny actually harvested hay off the field that was 

interseeded in the second season in the following season. 

 The take home message I received from participating in 

interseeding trials and reviewing current research results is that the 

performance of the cover crop is highly dependent on moisture 

availability at establishment. The grower has a very small window of 

seeding to avoid cover crop competition with the crop while providing 

enough time for the seedlings to develop before canopy closure. Red 

clover has been in these trials for many years because it is has more 

consistent performance in interseedings but cereal rye shows great 

potential.   

 Growers have to weigh the costs and benefits when deciding if 

post- harvest seeding of cover crops or interseeding  fits their system 

better.  

 It is hard to put a dollar value on soil loss prevention, decreased 

compaction, improved infiltration, nitrogen contributions or greater 

biological activity in the soil that result from cover cropping. It is much 

easier to add up the cost of seed, fuel, labor and equipment costs.  

The acreage of land with cover crops has been increasing indicating that 

some farmers have decided that the benefits exceed the costs. 
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 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 

 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
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Stray Voltage Testing, LLC 
Servicing Farms in NY Since 1988 
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 Energy Efficient Light Fixtures 

 T-8—T-5 and many LED choices 

 Whole Panel Surge Protection 

 Surge Protection for all your  

electronic Equipment 

105 Sedgewick Park, New Hartford, NY   

315.735.0952 office 315.794.5324 cell  

Farmers, do you need help?  

Need to take a sick day?  Would 

you like to take a  vacation or 

just a day away from the farm?                                

Farmsitters Chore Services  

is made up of former dairy  

farmers.  We will make sure 

your animals are well cared for 

Call Terrance (315) 397-2593       
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