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"Energy  for the Farm, Home & Business Tour"  

Wednesday, August 17, 2016 9am to 3pm 

Self drive tour begins at 9am at the CCE Madison County Office 

Explore alternative energy options and technologies that are 

shaping our future in the Central New York region! 
Join Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County and  
SUNY Morrisville for a day of learning. 
Aquaculture & Aquaponics Facilities, Large & Small Scale Wind  power, 
Novel  Ag biomass sources used as food, feed,  fuel stocks & Industrial 
Hemp, Fenner Wind Farm, Solar Photovoltaic and  Solar Thermal, 
Mesonet Weather Station, Solar Fencing     

Registration Required (Fee $10.00 includes lunch)   

received by August 12, 2016    

Register online at:  https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/energytour_230  

Questions: Mary Wrege  mpw57@cornell.edu or call 736-3394 Ext 131  

Upcoming Events 

Agriculture Districts Information Meeting & Public Hearing 
 
 The Oneida County Farmland Protection Board and Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Oneida County will be offering an Informational 

Learning Session on Agriculture Districts and Public Hearing on Agriculture 
District #7 (Deerfield, Floyd, Marcy and Trenton) on Wednesday,  
August 3rd at 6:30p.m. at the Floyd Town Hall. 8299 Old Floyd Rd, Rome,  
Free of charge.  No registration required.  
 The meeting is open to all current and future farmland owners 
interested in learning about the benefits and the process of being in an 
Agriculture District.  Town and Village staff or elected officials are also 

encouraged to attend.  
 Members of the Farmland Protection Board, Oneida County Planning 
Department, Department of Taxation and Finance Oneida County Soil and 
Water and staff from Cornell Cooperation Extension will be present. 
Information will be available on Agriculture Districts, Right to Farm Laws, 
Agriculture Zoning and Ag. Value Assessment. For more information contact 

Remi Link at 736-3394 ext. 111. 
 A description of maps of the District, proposed modifications and 
recommendations may be examined in the Oneida County Planning Dept., at 
the Boehlert Center @ Union Station, 321 Main Street, Utica, NY 13501. 

2016 GRASSTRAVAGANZA  

Alfred State College August 4,5,&6. 

“Healthy Soils, Healthy Animals, Healthy Farms,”  

will feature presentations by national and local grazing and soil health 

experts who will cover a range of topics, interactive soil health-related 

activities, and a trade show. 

For more info.& registration: www.alfredstate.edu/grasstravaganza 

or call Karen Meade at 607-587-4714. 

http://www.alfredstate.edu/grasstravaganza


Challenges Facing Aspiring & Beginning Farmers 
Submitted by B. Collins- Farm Business Management Educator 

     “Be that it may, the sirens are clanging not only because farmers 

are getting older, but because beginning farmers are in short supply. 

Richard Heinberg of the Post Carbon Institute estimates that we will 

need to cultivate a whole new generation of farmers in America. About 

50 million in the next thirty years.” ¹ 

     It will take programs and policies that give beginning farmers access 

to affordable farmland, land use planning in both a urban and rural 

setting, affordable interest rates, training and technical assistance to 

educate on smart farming practices and succession planning for the 

retiring farmers. 

     It is a start that the 2008 Farm Bill included appropriations for 

Development Programs for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers and 

continued into the 2014 Farm Bill Farm. Far from perfect, the hope is to 

make it somewhat easier for aspiring and beginning farmers to pursue a 

successful career in agriculture. 

     How does an individual make the decision to farm? Whether you are 

born into it, married into it, or have the dream of it, it all comes down 

to how can I do it? This would begin with why do you want to farm? For 

the nurturing of the land, to raise a family in this environment, to 

supplement income, or to make a living. The reasons to farm are as 

diverse as the individual’s reason to farm. 

     Let’s assume you have made the decision to farm; now what are the 

support systems you have available to you? Who are the folks in your 

community willing to help you? What steps can you follow to help guide 

you in your endeavors to farm today and into tomorrow? 

1. Set your Personal & Farming Goals 

 a. Contemplate what you need for your family and your farm 

b. Evaluate what restrictions may come into play with these             

goals 

2. Set your Timeline for meeting those Goals 

a. Categorize your goals with deadlines; short and long term 

 b. Understand how much time you can commit to working  

              towards your goals and how long it takes to complete a goal 

c. Be patient, give yourself extra time as projects generally take 

     longer than expected 

3. Reach out for Support 

a. Your Local Cooperative Extension Office –  

     Call and request a “Beginning Farmers Packet” 

i. Madison County 684-3001 or Oneida County 736-3394 

 ii. Look for the upcoming Fall 2016 “ Aspiring Farmers  

    Academy”   

b.  The Cornell Small Farmers Program,   

 www.smallfarms.cornell.edu/ 
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C.  Small Business Development Centers www.nyssbdc.org/

locations/multiplecounties/madison.html 

D.  Start Farming- a USDA website to offer assistance to new 

farmers https://newfarmers.usda.gov/ 

4. Stay connected to those supporting you 

The reality of farming is emotionally and financially challenging.  

Remember the growth of any business and/or lifestyle cannot  

be accomplished alone. Use those around you for support,  

guidance, mentoring and assistance when you need it. It is  

OK to ask for help! When we talk things through with someone,   

sometimes it is easier to make a decision. 

 

As you start moving forward into action by checking off your            

accomplishments, you will become motivated and confident that you 

have made the right choice to choose farming. 
¹   Bradbury, Zoe, The Need for New Farmers, Winter 2009 Vol IV No 1. Oregon State 

University. http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/sfn/w09newfarmers 

Stop Telemarketing and Unwanted Mail 
 

Register with the National Do Not Call Registry  

The federal government's Do Not Call Registry allows you to limit the 

telemarketing calls you receive by registering your phone number. 

Stop unwanted sales calls by registering your phone number: 

Online: Visit DoNotCall.gov 

By phone: Call 1-888-382-1222 or TTY: 1-866-290-4236 

 

                                  Stop Unwanted Mail 

To opt-out of these offers permanently, you must, tell companies you 

do business with to remove your name from customer lists they rent 

or sell to other companies. Look for information on how to opt-out of 

marketing lists on sales materials, order forms, and websites. 

Register with the Consumer Credit Reporting Industry's Opt-Out 

Program to stop receiving credit card and insurance offers. All major 

credit reporting agencies (Equifax, Experian, Innovis, and 

TransUnion) participate in this program. Call 1-888-567-8688 

or register on line at http://tinyurl.com/c6a2j to opt-out of 

receiving these offers for five years.  

http://www.nyssbdc.org/locations/multiplecounties/madison.html
http://www.nyssbdc.org/locations/multiplecounties/madison.html
http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/sfn/w09newfarmers
http://tinyurl.com/c6a2j


Agriculture & STEM Highlight 
By Mary Wrege 

 Mr. “Moe” LaLonde, STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) Coordinator at Westmoreland Middle 
School, along with 80 middle school STEM students, hosted Ms. 
Mary Wrege, Sr. Resource Alternative Energy Educator from 
Cornell Cooperative Extension for two presentations on June 10, 
2016. Her theme presentation was “Think Global, Act Local”.   
 Features of each presentation included introductions of 
energy systems related to Biofuel production, Solar PV, Solar 
Thermal, Bioproducts, Bioheat and Biogas production.  STEM 
career opportunities associated with these technologies was also 
discussed along with impacts and opportunities of our changing 
climate on local agriculture production.   
 Wrege shared the portable Energy Lab that showed the 
components of a Solar Photo-Voltaic (PV) system and included a 
demonstration on running an electric blender with the attached solar  
(PV) panel.  Examples of solar-powered electric pasture fencing were 
also displayed.    
 Students were introduced to small-scale camp stoves that use 
renewable biomass as a fuel source to help explain and showcase 
energy transfer components of the mini-gasification and thermo-
electric system.  The small scale stoves offer and educational 
experience that parallels very large-scale operations.  Local examples 
were discussed drawing parallels to the large scale co-generation power 
plants located in Lyons Falls, NY and the military base at Fort Drum in 
Watertown, NY.   Both of these facilities use fuel sources of agricultural 
biomass (i.e. shrub willow chips) that are produced and transported 
locally. Additionally, advanced research spurring the stove’s 
development was to offer safer alternative to the harmful effects of 
smoke and emissions resulting from the broad-scale practice of open-
fire cooking in underdeveloped countries.  These “mini-gasifier” stoves 
reduce emissions by offering more complete combustion of biomass 
resulting in less smoke and reduced harmful emissions. 
 Students were encouraged to think about their own lives, 
the impacts their choices make on others while considering future 
careers. Pictured is One of the two groups for the Ag STEM presentation 



NY State Dairy of Distinction Program Grows with the Industry 

By Marylynn Collins 

 Despite the challenges presented by the current low milk prices 

the dairy industry in the Northeast continues to bloom as seen in a 

recent USDA production report stating that milk production is up 

nearly 5% in New York.  While it appears that cow numbers have 

remained steady during the first quarter of 2016, the increase in 

production is being driven by more milk per cow.  While dairy 

producers across the state contend with tighter margins and 

uncertainties for the future of their dairy business, the recent growth 

spurt in the NY Dairy of Distinction Program offers a dose of 

encouragement and puts a positive spin on an otherwise bleak topic.  

In 2016 the NY Dairy of Distinction program received a record 26 

applications across the state.  As this article goes to print, 17 new 

farms have received the distinguished award that recognizes 

producers’ efforts for maintaining an attractive farmstead which in 

turn promotes stronger consumer confidence. Several applicants are 

still pending.  

 In Oneida County, the 2016 Dairy of Distinction Award was 

presented to Truandvin Dairy L.L.C. located in Oriskany Falls.  This 

750 cow free stall operation is owned by Trudy and Vincent Bilow and 

their son, Andrew Bilow.  Purchased and completely renovated in 

2014, this farm family is new to the area, but has been well 

established in the dairy industry.  Truandvin Dairy is a satellite farm to 

Bilow Farms (also a Dairy of Distinction winner), located in Malone, 

NY.  Daily operations of Truandvin Dairy are overseen and managed 

by Tim Lindor. Bilow’s daughter, Jessica Kelley, is responsible for 

payroll and bookkeeping.  The milking string is milked in a double 16 

parabone parlor.  The young stock are started on farm but at weaning 

age are sent off farm to be custom raised.  Limited acreage for this 

dairy operation requires them to purchase quality forages that are 

delivered and stored on site.  Cow comfort takes priority at Truandvin 

Dairy.  This is evident by the use of rubber matting in walkways, well 

bedded free stalls, as well as a cooling system comprised of misters 

and fans in the holding area.   

 In an effort to further promote dairy farms in NY State, the NY 

State Dairy of Distinction Program is now on Facebook.  We encourage 

current DOD farms to share recent photos of your farmsteads. Please 

send photos electronically to my email at mrm7@cornell.edu.  Check 

out the new Facebook site by searching NY State Dairy of Distinction.  

No Health Insurance? High Deductible?   
If you are 40 years old or older, 

The Cancer Services Program may be able to help you get screenings for, 

breast cervical or colon cancer.  Call 798-5248 for more information. 

mailto:mrm7@cornell.edu


What are the Key Elements of a Good County  

Agricultural Protection Plan? 

By Jim Manning 

Oneida County is updating its County Agriculture and Farmland 

Protection Plan for the first time since the original plan was adopted in 

2000.  Following are the recommendations from New York State’s 

Department of Agriculture and Markets that are guiding that process.  

For more information on the Ag and Farmland Protection Plan update, 

contact Jim Manning (jpm277@cornell.edu or ext. 129 at CCE) or like 

the Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/ocfarmlandprotection/ 

 

1. Establish an Agriculture Plan Steering Committee 

 Invite farmers and members of agricultural support businesses 

to serve. 

 Hire a consultant with knowledge of rural/farmland protection 

planning issues. 

2. Outline a Public Participation Program 

 Set a plan to regularly inform farmers & public regarding plan 

progress. 

 Develop mailing and e-mail lists; post updates on the Town Web 

site. 

 Invite-- all farmers to-- all meetings-- all the time. 

 Establish and publish an Ag Protection Plan meeting schedule. 

3. Work out a “Tentative” Table of Contents with Steering Committee        

and Consultant 

 Base plan around key local issues and NYSDAM plan grant 

requirements. 

 Review NYSDAM Circular 1500 section 324- “County Ag and 

Farmland Plans” 

 Establish a milestone table identifying key issues and proposed 

time frame. 

4. Some Key Content Items for the Plan 

 Provide a brief analysis of local conditions and issues. 

 Conduct a SWOT analysis. (Strengths-Weaknesses-

Opportunities-Threats) 

 Develop a definition of agriculture for the County. 

 Interview farmers and representatives of agricultural support 

businesses; ID needs. 

 Craft a vision statement for agriculture; include a listing of 

farming- related goals. 

 Develop base maps for the plan-prime soils, existing farms, 

rented lands, number of parcels receiving Ag assessment, 

Zoning, parcels in Ag Districts, identified growth areas-identified 

protection areas-key maps from Comp. Plan, etc. 

(continued on next page) 

 

mailto:jpm277@cornell.edu
http://www.facebook.com/ocfarmlandprotection/
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 Provide an analysis of zoning and subdivision regulations to 

determine if they are “Farm Friendly”. Identify specific zoning 

changes or other actions to mitigate impacts from growth on 

the agricultural industry and farmland. 

 Provide an analysis of existing and future sewer and water lines 

in relation to Ag. 

 Review & illustrate “Tools in the Tool Box” to protect 

agriculture in your County. 

 Identify agricultural land or areas proposed to be protected. 

 Document farmer and public involvement in Plan development. 

5. Plan Recommendations 

 Develop an Executive Summary of the Plan. 

 Consider a listing of Ag Protection Recommendations which 

identifies the implementation agent, time frame, priority level 

and cost estimate. 

 Describe activities, programs and agricultural economic 

development strategies intended to be used by the County to 

promoted continued agriculture use. 

 In conjunction with above, develop an “Implementation Matrix” 

for key plan recommendations. 

6. Plan Approval 

 The County shall conduct at least one public hearing on the Ag 

Protection Plan. 

 The Plan shall be submitted to the County Legislature for 

approval. 

 The Ag Plan shall be submitted to the Commissioner of 

Agriculture for approval. 

 Cornell Cooperative Extension Oneida County is required to 

review and update its constitutional by-laws. A committee was 

formed at the beginning of the year to update this document. It has 

been pre-approved by the Director of Extension at Cornell Extension 

Administration and the Board of Directors of Cornell Cooperative 

Extension Oneida County. Minimal formatting changes were made as 

well as a change to the time and location of the Association’s annual 

meeting. It is proposed to move the annual meeting from July to the 

fourth quarter of the year. This will allow more time to prepare 

financials and reports that are required to be presented at the annual 

meeting.  

 A special meeting of all interested and eligible Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Oneida County voters will be held at 6:30 P.M. 

Tuesday August 16th at 121 Second Street Oriskany, NY 13424.  

For reservations or to obtain a copy of the current and proposed 

Constitutions, contact Remi Link at 736-3394 ext 111 before Tuesday 

August 8th.  



Summer Heat Stress Reminders 

By Marylynn Collins 

You don’t need to read this article to remind you that it’s hot outside.  
More than likely you are well aware of the recent heat and humidity as 
your putting hay away, feeding cows, doing chores, scouting fields, 
managing  your farm.  El Nino weather patterns in the Northeast are 
projecting hotter and drier than normal weather conditions for the 
remainder of the summer.  Historically in our area we are used to short 
burst of heat and humidity; a few days of 90 degree plus days that 
challenge our herds and increase irritability around the farm.  
Observing and monitoring your animals regularly is a given, but during 
prolonged heat spells consider increasing the time spent observing in 
order to identify heat stress in a timely fashion and make the 
necessary changes. 
 Monitoring respiration rates is the best indicator of heat stress 
in dairy animals.  Normal respiration rates in breaths/min. for cows is 
10-40 breaths/min. and calves is 30-60 breaths/min.  Respiration rates 
of 60 breaths per minute and above indicate heat stress. To take a 
cow’s respiration rate simply observe her from the side and watch the 
movement of the chest cavity and flank as she breaths.  Watch her for 
15 seconds and count the number of inhalation and exhalation cycles, 
and multiply the number of breaths by 4 to get to the number of 
breaths in 60 seconds.  In severe heat stress situations, cows may 
have progressed to open mouth breathing and in this event respiration 
rate can be monitored by watching the cheeks as she breaths.  
Obviously you won’t have time to capture every cows’ respiration rate, 
so strive to observe 10 to 20% of a group to get an indication of how 
the herd is responding to heat and humidity conditions.  Morning 
respirations rates can be useful as a baseline.  Herd managers can get 
a sense of how well cows are recovering from heat stress overnight 
from the previous day’s heat load.  Cows that have recovered should 
have normal respiration rates. 
 Cow behavioral changes and cow comfort will also be effected 
during periods of heat stress. As a cow’s body temperature rises she’ll 
spend more time standing in an effort to maximize heat loss through 
her skin’s surface area.  Make note of the number of cows standing or 
perching compared to the number lying comfortably.  Are there areas 
of the barn that could use ventilation improvements, or stall 
improvements? Increasing cow comfort and promoting lying time is 
especially important during summer months. We know all too well that 
prolonged heat spells result in dramatic decreases in dry matter intake 
and ultimately lower milk production.  Additional areas to manage 
closely include the face of the feed bunk or silage bag.  Feeding heated 
or spoiled feeds will not encourage cows to consume more. When 
available work closely with your nutritionist to make appropriate ration 
changes and feed management changes that will encourage dry matter 
intake. 



Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Growing Degree Days  86/50  comparison 1994-2016  

As you can see the growing degree accumulation for 2016 is about in the middle of the 

pack for the 20+ years that we have been tracking this information in Oneida county. 

Rainfall (inches) comparison 1994-2016 

April was very dry and so was May. We were helped by the rainfall in June and now in 

July. Many of our neighbors in New York and New England have not been as fortunate 

and have drought stressed crops. 
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Corn At this point, 7-18-16, we have many fields that are 6’ tall and will 

tassel next week and many more that are v7, not too far behind. I 

haven’t seen any northern corn leaf blight yet but continue to look.  I 

will also be scouting for corn rootworm at silking. This is an activity that 

can pay big rewards to farmers. Just think you could save $100-120/ 

bag going from a triple stack to a good conventional hybrid if you scout 

your fields and they don’t have an economic number of corn rootworm. 

Taking a half hour to scout a field and  scouting the field once a week 

for 3 consecutive weeks for corn rootworm  thresholds can indicate if 

you have a need  for CRW control. The scouting procedure is as follows. 

: step into the field 50’,  grab the silk of the corn plant, start counting 

CRW on the plant from  top to bottom counting western corn rootworms 

as 1 and northern corn rootworms as 0.5 western equivalents (see 

pictures below).  Go to a plant 10 ft away and continue your count, go 

to a third plant and continue your count. Repeat this procedure  in the 

middle of the field and then at the far end of the field. Compare your 

total count with the chart below.  So if you counted beetles on 9 plants 

and found only one western corn rootworm then you were under 

threshold. If you counted 17 or more you are over threshold. If you 

were somewhere in between you have to continue your counting until 

you are either over or under threshold for the number of plants in your 

sample. If you are over threshold, you have the option to rotate to 

another crop, if  this was your first year of corn, next year you could use 

a seed treatment like poncho 1250 or you could plant a  GMO with BT  

for corn rootworm.  

Western Corn rootworm  

Northern Corn rootworm  



Soybeans I haven’t noted any white mold in local fields to date (7-18-

16). Early planted fields look excellent, starting to flower (R1)  7-11-16. 

This is the time to consider a fungicide application for white mold if you 

have a history of white mold in a field. Just started to 

see some soybean aphids in local fields at very low 

levels 6 SBA/plant. Warm dry conditions favor soybean 

aphid population increases so spend some time in your 

fields scouting for this pest. Remember the threshold is 

250 aphids/plant  with numbers increasing  and  

limited predators after flowering.  Unfortunately 

soybean aphid populations can vary significantly in a 

field. It is important to scout in 5 different areas 

selecting 3 plants in each area and calculating the 

average.   
soybean aphids  

Some other things you may note in your soybean 

fields are Japanese beetle damage depicted in the 

picture to the right. You would have to see greater 

than 20% defoliation after R1 stage for economic 

yield loss. 

Japanese beetle  

You may also see hail damage.  Most of the time 

soybeans will send out additional stems and  

develop more foliage. 

hail damage 

You may have a field or two of soybeans that don’t look thrifty, maybe a 

yellowish cast to the foliage. We have seen this especially in fields where 

soy was planted for the first time and sometimes when the seed wasn’t 

double inoculated. Dig out some plants and look for white nodules that 

when broken open have a pink color. 

If your soybean fields are flowering, have no history of substantial  

residual N from manure or previous legume crop, look unthrifty and 

have no nodules consider applying 40 units of nitrogen/ac to the field. 

Nodulated no nodules 
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Oats A number of good looking fields of oats this year. The time of 

planting and growing conditions were very supportive this season. 

Most oat fields at this time 7-16-16 have grain that is in the milk 

stage. I am seeing more crown rust in oats this year as seen in the 

picture below. If crown rust is present early and covers most flag 

leaves it can significantly reduce grain yield. Buckthorn, pictured below 

is an alternate host for this disease and can be found all over our area.  

Crown rust on oats                      Buckthorn 

Wheat is being harvested at this time 7-17-16. The wheat crop looked 

excellent this year. No word from local growers yet on yield or quality of 

this years crop. 

 Hay Some growers have stated that first and second cut yields of 

intensively managed grass hay fields are up this year , others are 

reporting lower yields. Alfalfa yields have been reasonable both first and 

second cut. Potato leaf hopper numbers have just started to rise  

(7-17-16). Mature stands that had not been cut had PLH at 30-50plh/30 

sweeps (18-24”), a new seeding (5”) under oats had 20plh/30 sweeps 

which is over threshold. Established fields that had been cut had plh at 5

-10plh/30 sweeps well under the economic threshold. The scouting 

threshold chart is in your July issue of Farm Flashes. It will be important 

to scout your alfalfa fields for this pest as the season progresses 

especially your new seedings. 

Short on forage I have asked individuals about their forage inventory 

and the answer varies from farm to farm. If you calculate the amount of 

tons of hay crop silage and corn silage in your tower silos or bunk and 

dry hay in your mow and compare with the amount that you need based 

on current feeding rates you can estimate whether you have a need for 

additional forage. 

What are your choices if you have estimated that you will have a 

shortage of forage. If you can afford it, you could contact neighbors that 

may be growing corn for grain, strike a deal, and harvest it for silage. 

You might be able to set up a deal to harvest the last cutting of some of 

your neighbors hay fields. You could purchase bailage or dry hay. If 

there is land available you may also consider planting a forage crop to 

harvest in late fall or early spring.  



Tom Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems, did some plantings last year in 

mid-July to evaluate different emergency forage crops. The following are 

his comments: 

 There are a number of options. Where ever possible select a 

brown mid rib (BMR) type of forage as you need to maximize fiber 

digestibility in order to get milk production.  

 In most cases we are dealing with a wetter, high sugar forage. 

We found a longer length of cut – ¾ to 1 inch - with no processing, 

reduces the leachate tremendously. We highly suggest using a 

homolactic bacteria without enzymes to properly preserve this special 

forage. 
 One that is not always considered is a BMR grazing corn that is 
harvested at tassel stage. Waiting to harvest later just leaves you with a lodged 
mess. We tested two varieties, an open pollenated variety and a hybrid. The 

hybrid emerged better and grew faster. The open pollinated produced 9.5 to 10.8 
tons of 35% dry matter silage (had stand establishment issues – we don’t know 
why) at 25 to 28% dry matter. The hybrid grazing corn produced 11.9 tons of 
35% dry matter silage but it was wetter at 21% dry matter. Both would need to 
be chopped without processing and we suggest a 3/4 to 1 inch length of cut to 
reduce leachate. A farmer in Canada put some of this wetter grazing corn on top 
of a 3 ft layer of drier haylage and had no leachate as the sugars, and proteins in 

the liquid running out of the wet feed were captured by drier forage underneath 
(smart idea!).  
 For all areas the most practical is to plant BMR sorghum Sudan. Drilled 
to capture sunlight for maximum yield, it will get out of the ground quickly. The 
two varieties we planted yielded 11.5 and 12.3 tons of 35% dry matter silage 
with no significant difference between them in replicated plots. Dry matter was 
not significantly different at 22% and 18%. These crops could be harvested with 

a direct cut head if you watch your forward speed, and the plants have reached 
heading stage. If they are shorter and vegetative, or thin stemmed, then mow 
directly to a windrow and chop. Tine conditioners use a huge amount of power 
and do not help drying. I do not suggest trying to dry this crop much as you add 
considerable dirt to the forage for decreased milk pro-duction. Even worse, 
leaving it overnight burns off the considerable sugars which are critical to 

production and fermentation; plus increase the potential for clostridia and butyric 
formation. If you put this wet forage in an oxygen limiting bottom unloading silo, 
you will never run out of feed as you will never get it out! The crop can be round 
bale wrapped if a processing knife is used to reduce the stalk size to a 
manageable level. A better choice for round baling would be BMR Sudangrass 
with its higher quality and smaller stems.  
 A crop we have been doing more work with is a BMR pearl mil-let. 

Other researchers and I have found that pearl millets have very high feed 
quality. In our replicated study, the corn was 12.9% crude protein, the sorghum-
Sudan was 14.2%; and the BMR pearl millet was 20% crude protein. The energy 
as tested by several ways of measuring, was similar between the grazing corn, 
sorghum-Sudan, and pearl millet. All three had very high plant sugars. The 
grazing corn and pearl millet do not have prussic acid management issues. Pearl 
millet has thinner stems that may be easier to round bale for wrapping  

As we get to the beginning of August, the temperatures start to drop at night 
and slow the production of the above warm season crops. Cool season crops can 
thrive under these conditions. For those planting early August, fall planted oats  



for forage has the biggest potential and most practical. Planted at 3 bu/a 
of grain type oats, you could harvest 2 to 4 tons of dry matter by the end 
of September if planted in early August (for Albany, NY area). As planting 
is delayed, yields fall dramatically. The normally cool night temperatures 
of September conserves the sugars and produces forage of high fiber 
digestibility.  
There are critical steps for success. Planting the end of July or the first of 
August has the risk that aphids bring in Barley Yellow Dwarf Virus which 
can kill the plant. Dr. Shields at Cornell reports, “Since Barley Yellow 
Dwarf virus is circulative, a neonic seed treatment will kill many aphids 
before they can trans-mit the virus…..most of your problems would be in 
the disease area like rust.” Rust is very prevalent this year and there are 
a lot of spores to infect new oat plantings. There are some resistant 
varieties coming on to the market. It is  
highly suggested that your seed dealer treats any VNS (bin run clean oat 
grain) with both a fungi-cide and an insecticide before planting for forage. 
This will alleviate a lot of potential disasters. If you choose to ignore this 
advice and plant non treated seed, we suggest slightly delaying for the 
cool nights of August to reduce the aphid population. We once planted 
oats at the end of July and by the end of August all were dead from 
disease.  
 Grain oats will be ready in late September when you still have 
some heat to dry it for silage. If you are not going to be able to plant 
until later then the slower forage oat type would be the better 
recommendation. Be liberal with the manure and immediately incorporate 
it to capture the ammonia nitrogen. Oat silage is 16- 17% crude protein 
if it has enough nitrogen and sulfur. NOTE!: If you applied manure before 
planting, it is NOT recommended that you feed this to dry cows as 
potassium levels will run over 5%. For high producing dairy cows, mow 
as soon as the flag leaf is out (will also reduce lodging issues). If you are 
extremely short on forage, the traditional “boot” stage or even headed 
stage will give you higher yield of good forage. The later cut could still 
have high digestiblity is because very cool night temperatures inhibit 
respiration of the most digestible parts, and they accumulate in the plant. 
We often have green oats until the first snow.  
 Heavy yielding fall oats are wet. Mow wide swath, and TEDD after 
two hours of drying. You are trying to dry something that can yield 2 – 3 
times more tons of dry matter than a heavy first cutting alfalfa. As soon 
as the top has a light grey cast (pick up a surface plant and see if it is 
greener underneath) tedd to get the lower layers spread and drying (use 
a slower forward speed or you will make non-drying tedder lumps). It is 
critical that it be ensiled the same day you mow because of the very high 
sugar levels. Leaving it over-night burns off the sugars and produces 
higher populations of Clostridia and higher levels of butyric acid. The only 
exception for overnight, appears to be nights that drop to the 30’s which 
appear to reduce respiration and hold quality. Use a homolactic bacteria 
that can handle a high sugar wetter forage to produce an excellent 
fermented forage.  
 Fall Spring Oats plus Winter Triticale: Three bushel of oats planted 
with 80 pounds of triticale in the beginning of August will give an oat 
harvest the end of September. If you mow the oats at cut height of at 
least 3.5 inches the triticale will continue to grow into the fall. It is critical 
that the triticale be planted at 1.25 inches deep to prevent heaving. 
Fertilized the triticale as normal the next spring and you can have two 
very high quality forage crops in one planting.  



Contact Information for Local Agency’s that support Agriculture 
NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 793-2554 
Oneida County Soil & Water Conservation District 736-3334 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 736-3316 

 Last, Last Chance Forage As we move into the cooler 

temperatures of fall and with adequate moisture, it is perfect 

conditions to grow high yields of high quality cool season grass. It has 

the kind of digestibility in a forage you want for your peak producers. 

For grass or greater than 50% grass in the stand, an application of 

nitrogen (plus sulfur to boost protein) in August can give you very 

good yields of very high quality forage. As with the oats above, the 

cool night temperatures reduce lignin and conserve the sugars as the 

plant grows, and so you end up with a very highly digestible wet 

forage.  

Winter Forage for Early Next Spring:  

The winter forage such as triticale provides an early harvest of 

extremely high quality forage. Farms were shocked to find that it also 

produce high quantity of forage. They didn’t realize how much they 

needed to chop to get it into storage. My plots this year averaged 3.38 

tons of dry matter (9.7 tons of silage) per acre. The cows loved it. The 

earlier you plant the higher the yield potential the next spring 

(providing we get spring rains, not like 2015). Based on our research 

we suggest planting 10 days to two weeks before wheat date in order 

to optimize winter forage yield potential from maximized tillering. 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans          Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing          Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services     Business Planning  

   Tax Services          Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 

 
995 State Route 12PO Box 60Sangerfield, NY  13455 

(800) 762-3276(315) 841-3398 FAX (315) 841-3397 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

GROWMARK FS 

———————————— 

PO Box 65            Office: 315/841/8886  
7610 State Route 20          1/800/852/5003 
Sangerfield NY 13455        Fax: 315/841/4405 
Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 

8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 



Rt 31 Canastota   Rt 26 Lowville   Rt 12 Waterville 

      697-2214         376-0300             841-4181 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
 

Waterville, N.Y. 13480 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

841-8411 OR 841-8410 
RETAIL FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
CUSTOM MIXING & GRINDING 

HI MAG LIME, PESTICIDES 
GROW RIGHT FERTILIZER      

SOY BEAN ROASTING 
CORN DRYING 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  

- BULK - BAG 
Home of: 

Quickcow 
Booster 

Quickcow 
Caps 

“Let the Performance Begin” 

Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 

315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   

over 30 years 

Performance 

PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 

 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 

7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Stray Voltage Testing, LLC 
Servicing Farms in NY Since 1988 
 Stray Voltage Tests 

 Energy Efficient Light Fixtures 

 T-8—T-5 and many LED choices 

 Whole Panel Surge Protection 

 Surge Protection for all your  

electronic Equipment 

105 Sedgewick Park, New Hartford, NY   

315.735.0952 office 315.794.5324 cell  

Farmers, do you need help?  

Need to take a sick day?  Would 

you like to take a  vacation or 

just a day away from the farm?                                

Farmsitters Chore Services  

is made up of former dairy  

farmers.  We will make sure 

your animals are well cared for 

Call Terrance (315) 397-2593       

References  
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