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What’s a gardener to do in winter when gardening outdoors is not an option?  If you can’t go south with 
the birds, it’s a good time to catch up on your garden reading.  Most gardeners have a stack of gardening 
magazines that they just haven’t had time to read through.  No time to peruse articles when the garden 
beckons us to go outside.  Now that the garden has been put to bed for the winter, it’s the perfect time to 
add one of these books to your “must read” list. 

 
“The Well-Tended Perennial Garden” by Tracy DiSabato-Aust woul d be a great gift for beginning gardeners 
as well as seasoned veterans.  This practical book explains and illustrates perennial care procedures such 
as pinching, cutting back, thinning, disbudding and deadheading.  There is also an A-to-Z compendium of 
important perennial plants which lists their bloom times and maintenance needs.  This expanded edition 
has 200 new color photographs and a journal section where you can record your own garden notes. 
 

Piet Oudolf is an acclaimed landscape designer and plantsman who is famous for his naturalistic plantings.  
“Planting a New Perspective” by Piet Oudolf and Noel Kingsbury is the first book to share Oudolf's original 
planting plans and plant groupings.  It is the only book to explicitly show how his gardens and landscapes 
are made.  Extensive plant charts and planting plans will help you choose plants for their structure, color 
and texture.  Additionally, the beautiful photos of his unique plant combinations will offer inspiration for 
your garden. 
 

“The Know Maintenance Perennial Garden” by Roy Diblik shares his gardening philosophy; one that is in 
harmony with how plants grow and interact with each other in self-sustaining plant communities.  
According to Mr. Diblik, once you know your plants you will be able to care for them efficiently and that 
means less work.  The plants featured are selected for their dependability and adaptable nature.  Choose 
from 62 garden plans, each designed to fill a 10 by 14 foot space.  There are plans for sun and shade and 
every plan details the plants that you need and where to plant them. 
 

“The New Organic Grower” by Eliot Coleman has been described as a modern classic on organic gardening.  
Mr. Coleman shares his philosophy of organic growing as he provides practical information on farming and 
gardening.  There are chapters on crop rotation, green manures, tillage, weeds and harvesting to name a 
few.  There is also a chapter on the “Winter Garden.”  He explains how to plant, harvest and also sell hardy 
salad crops all winter long from unheated or minimally heated greenhouses. 
 
“Weeds of North America” by Richard Dickinson and France Royer describes 500 species of weeds, 
organized by plant families.  Each weed has a full description plus photos of the plant in various stages, 
including the seedling stage, to help with identification.  This tome is more for the gardener’s reference 
library than a leisurely read.  If you think you can never have enough weed books, one of my favorites is 



“Weeds of the Northeast’ by Richard H. Uva.  Skim the pages of either book to discover what weeds you 
have lurking in your garden. 
 

Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott has a Ph.D. in Horticulture and is an ISA certified arborist.  “The Informed 
Gardener” and “The Informed Gardener Blooms Again” are her horticultural myth-busting books.  In these 
two books she addresses some of the most common gardening misconceptions using scientific resources.  
If you are interested in the science behind the plant world or ever wondered why your plant did “that,” 
check out her book “How Plants Work.” 

 
A new addition to the Master Gardener reference library is “The Bees in Your Backyard: A Guide to North 
America’s Bees” by Joseph S. Wilson and Olivia J. Messinger Carril.  The book features more than 900 
stunning color photos of the bees living all around us.  It describes their natural history, including where 
they live, how they gather food, their role as pollinators and even how to attract them to your own 
backyard. 
 

If you are interested in learning how to attract bees and other pollinators to your yard next year, try 
“Attracting Native Pollinators: The Xerces Society Guide, Protecting North America's Bees and Butterflies” 
by the Xerces Society, or “The Bee-friendly Garden” by Kate Frey and Gretchen LeBuhn.  Whether you 
want to add a few bee friendly plants or create a whole garden to encourage pollinators to your yard, both 
of these books can help you create a viable habitat. 
 

If you were a fan of the nature themed “Golden Guides” as a kid, you’ll love “Tracks & Sign of Insects and 
Other Invertebrates: A Guide to North American Species” by Noah Charney and Charley Eiseman.  A first of 
its kind, this reference offers help in solving some of those garden mysteries.  What is that thing growing 
on that leaf?  What kind of insect made that nest?  What the heck is that thing?  With almost a 1,000 color 
photos and 2,000 species covered, you’re bound to find an answer or make a discovery or two. 
 

Carnivorous plants, killer algae, bloodsucking parasites – oh my!  If you enjoy the dark side of nature or 
confounding your friends with trivia, check out these two books written by Amy Stewart - “Wicked Bugs: 
The Louse That Conquered Napoleon's Army & Other Diabolical Insects,” and “Wicked Plants: The Weed 
That Killed Lincoln's Mother and Other Botanical Atrocities.”  There is even “The Wicked Plants Coloring 
Book” which has 40 menacing plants in vintage-style botanical illustrations to color. 
 

If you want to introduce a child to the fascinating world of insects, look for National Geographic’s 
“Ultimate Bugopedia” by Darlyne Murawski and Nancy Honovich.  Learn how bugs talk, where bugs live, 
their different mouth parts and how they defend themselves.  This book is filled with vibrant photos and 
interesting facts about many of the world’s coolest and weirdest insects.  Open the pages of this book for 
an instant adventure! 
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